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To bb GRACE 



WILLIAM 



Duke of Devmphre, 



hard Lieutetiant of I s & l a n d« 



IF this wosk (hall £bd as much fk* 
vour with poiteiity; as it hath done 
with the prefent age, let it be no dHho^ 
nour to the name of C<n;^l^, (if this 
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letter {hould live to inform them) that 
it was /written in Ireland^ under your 
Graced government, and honoured with 
vour patronage — A patronage, which, 
however diftingc|i£hed by the advantages 
of high flation, moft noble birth, and a 
Jong line of illuftrious anceftors, had 
yefneitlj^ begn 4efirabl^ to v this au- 
thor, nor fought by his friends, had it 
not been eminently diftinguifhed by 
thofe virtues, which giv,e birth ^nd (l^r 
tibn their true dignity: clear; unfullied, 
^hfufpedefl honour, in the patron's pub- 
lic chara<9i;er j and every aniiable qua- 
lity, in his private : conjugal fidelity 
and affedion ; paternal tendernefs, ex- 
emplary humility, fincere and fteady 
friendfhip, and extenfive charity: and 
all thefe founded upon their duly t^^e 
^pd folid bafis 5 True Religion, • 
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Mv Lord, it Is the proper. provineQ 
bf the annalift, : and the hiftonani ,to d6 
juftioe.'to' ybiir Grace, iii ycAiSr/^ublip 
capacity 5 to ihfqrm poteity, in how 
Heady arid juniform a.teno^ of honefl: 
zeal^ and una£l»ded fortitude, ypi;ha\?e 
ever ailerted the ^flinguifhing chairadef 
of. your noble family ; Loyalty to your 
Sovereign^ unfererfed fiom the true Ibvc 
of Liberty and yoiir Couritrj^. ; Id a 
word J it is their bufiricfe to td\,^yv^ 
what integrity you filled and addraed 
the greateft ftations* ; 

These ard the duties ofth^irprd* 
vince ; and let them be their . themes : 
but let me be allowed, for the intereft of 
Virtue, to ihentidn 'one thing^ which 
inay not fall withifi their obler vition ; 
to thank your Grace, in the iianie of 

A 3 tbou^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[n] 

thoofknds, for your inlarged and iterated 
ixNint]|: (O f^ podr <^ this city, in the 
day of dieir calamity; when frozen 
witH cdAf and hiodShed with hunger^ 
in the feveteft feaSon this r^on ever 
f^, your ^feeraiity opened the way to 
the moft gen^>ou8 eharky that ever re* 
lieved £> great a d^re^ 

Thk^s, -my Eord, are a&s of good- 
lae^ which fhould be Imown, for i&e. 
benefit of mankind, in the blefling of 
good ezamf:^: and the more, becaiife 
their authors are fludious to. conceal 
them; for they itre the fruits of that 
tnity chriftian virtue, which vatmtetb 
mt herfolf, 

Gox> be praifed, my Lord, there arc 
yet inftances, in the highefl: fbtions^ 
9j fure religim €md tmdefikd before 

Himy 
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liim, to vijit the faiberkfs and ^lUsbi 
in their affliBhH^ and to keep hiinfelf 
tmfpotiai from the "boihld. 

May your Otace loiig e^joy all the 
bleflings, that naturally and providen-> 
tially await fo Amiable a eHkfk&er, and 
derive them to a late, and a nume- 
rous pofterityl Atid nky I be allowed 
to hope that it will be no difadvan- 
tage to you with them, that this ad« 
drefi atttends you, from a man who 
fbould be preTumed iuperior to flat- 
tery, becaufe he is underftopd. to be 
above dependence; one who would 
not (if he knows himfelf) for any 
vanity of this world, diigrace The Life 
of David with* the imputation of one 
untruth prefixed to it; one, who, 
whilft he wiftics to do honour to your 
name, has not the leaft ambition ei- 

A 4 ther 
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tjier *o diftinguifli, or papetuate hk 
own ; and therefore dei^res to be known 
to the world by no other than that 
of 

Tour GracaV 

b' Mofidu^fulyand 
Mofi ohedimty 

• humbk fervam, ' 
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-^ ly Jacrid'ii^itirs^.and^he calunnfm 
b&xped upm him byfim * otberi of a.dift 
ferent elertomimttM, ^rdngfy, amiy.'I 
4ififfk,\»afuraify-^ mgagtdmgf curhjity to 
feorcb jnta hkbiftoiyy in order to fathfy 
my f elf in.Utre&lt&traBgR. ' Ardmta 
fearcb engaged me in ttA]txh£i and ftar^ 
ticular inquiry into all parts of his lift 
Oftd condt^,:l fmnid tbm filled with a 
furftifing ferks of rare incid^tSy • and in' 
terefting events ; . and fiichas atber fup^ 
plied. or fu^^ed a great variety of cu-^ 
rious obfervations andrefieBHohsy ntibidil 
believed would neitber b'e unpleafing nor 
unprovable ^ and^for tbat reafony Ifoon. 
determined to tcommunicate tbem to-tbe 
world, jM 1 owny not: without fome 

hope 
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X The Preface. 

hope offi^pljingeveh iBe'ltghi and Hhir" 
tine reader with matter ofti^ormation and 
entertainment^ if not of real improve^ 
ment ; and^ at the' fd^e time, avoiding 
all imputation of offence and demerit mtb 
the firiouir the learned, thefeafokcdfle^and 
the rdigiouu 

. W tbk iap^ Tfr^efy owH, Ifi'r& 
iB5^«^«4a^.«t.Z eoitldy 9f~idltht learrt^ 
td ftiat tami m it^ w»f/ upsti the J^Ih 
je£i[^, iut{piMH af&^k adbereince h 
their: fue^nenti vr fenti^rOttSf and with' 
via tying ^e^ dov^ tv the peartf^ 
dhidgerf of .refydniiig ibeir piirH^iiaf! 
epi^6n9 at^ obfervettiom. :^y:ki^mfti^ 
Itbo^ht^y iffoii, iofei^ mf- reader the 
hefilt\aid: if tb^ mitrtuitttH^^^ to 
his liking, (fduimy^ Jtnd not difi^efu^^ 
I hnt^ml hi ^^boM be little folkitotis 
about the purvey f (tbelr namt ofkttihd^ 
roB^s) of the pifnimkr mefis that PMfk 
it up* 

TMERBih perhaps, more vanity^ 
than humility, in owning, that J am in- 
debted. 
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The PRjftFACJfe Sa 

Mtedy on tins occaficn'y to all the €sm>- 

nuntators of note, more than I minified 

1 Jbould at tny fir ft Jetting out ; and 

nnore to a commentator of little mte^ than 

iotdmoft all the reft fHtt^&beri Imtan 

Mr, Trapj^Wdbn m GlouceAerfhitet 

In ftoort, ibere^ is Sut om work upon tbi 

Jitije3 {which yettrttat it more frofef' 

fediy ' ^tan any other which hath f alien in 

my wi^ytot which J ant not indehted fit 

Jo mudirat one /ingle hint, . onme idea. 



NOW^^M truth, ^ bijhry I 
going to frijent ta thg redder^ is mt.Jo 
froperly the biftoryoJJ>X(nA^ asfbehihi- 
ftory of the divine ^roi>idence^ . duting.thf 
life and reign of that prince^ andfudtl^ 
that fcene of aBim. And this, metbinks^ 
is matter of refrml and uncommon, curior 
fity. Here the reader vsillfee^ the pru- 
dence and paj^sof men, operatmg in 
their ordinary courjoy , and prvduemg 
their common sffeQs ; md, at the Jcam 
time, the nmjdom of God inter pofing^ 
Juperintendingy Jmayingy and conducing 

them 
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kii The Preface. 

them all to this furppfes of his a^abU 
Frovidmce, ■'"■ '"-^ " 

\ . , . \ ^ . . . ♦ ' . . V 

HERE, be will Jee^ not only the or-^ 
dinaryoccurremtSyrivolutio^s^ c^ event i^ 
vshkb pafs befi^re a common eye/ upm 
tbufiags of the world ; kit he MilLalfi 
heboid the fecret'and^Utt/eeti^fpritJgi.^md, 
movetnOttiy^.ibi^'wbale machinery iy which 
ibeyttre brought about: 'atidff^m acare-^ 
ful :ohfervMimy md right appHcution of 
what he here learns^ he will he able to con- 
conflate ike whole 'hifiory ^f 'the worldy 
tbeJivei. of the. princes y and the revolu- 
tions of empires^ iti a 'V^ry different light 
from that in which they prefent themfehes. 
id carelefs obfervers* 

ANDi what is yet of more import^ 
4Mcey he will learn what degree of favour f 
fupporty afulfuccefsy he himfelf is to hope 
for from the diving Providence, in the 
upright and confdentious dif charge of his 
duiy\ and what chaftifemeiity difirefs^ and 
difappointtnenty be is to expe6l from a; 
contrary conduB. 

IP 
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The Preface xiii 

JF it pleafe GOD, that fuch re- 
fleSiions made him wifer and better , bis 
end will be anfwered, andfo mil mine, 

LET me add tins Jhort requeji to 
the reader y That if he meet any incon- 
gruity or abfurdity in the text, not cofh- 
Jiftent with common fenfe, he will be fi 
good as to afcribe it to Jome overloohd 
error of the prefs ; it being fiarce fofjibU 
$0 avoid all fuch*. 
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Chap. 
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AN 

Hiftorical Account 

Of the LIFE and REIGN of 

King D A F I D, 

<Ti I * r i I i\iit\\ mmuMmmm 

BOOK I. 

C H A P L 

An Account of Saul'^ RejeBion^ and 
DavidV Defignatiofi to the Throne. 

WHEN the decree of divine rejedion and 
dcpofition was paffed upon Sauly for his 
deliberate and obftinate difobedience in 
relation to Amaleky T>avid was, by a very cxprefs 
and particular dcfignation of Almighty God^ (fuch 
a deiignation as plainly fhcws its divine original) 
appointed to fucceed him. 

It will not be amifs te explain this matter a 
little more fully. 

The Amalekites w ;e a people long fince de- 
voted to deftrudion by A nighty God, for one 
of the moft notorious inftanccs of cruelty, inhu- 
manity, and impiety, that ever was heard of; vi^. 
the invading and dcftroying, as far as in them 
lay, by treachery and furprizc, an innocent peo- 
ple uninjured^ and unprovoked. 

Whoever is any way convcrfant in the Bible, 

will ft»n perceive, that by this people, I mean the 

y<!iV. I. B Ifraelites. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



2 An jHiflorkal Account of B. i. 

Ifraelites^ when they were going out of Egypt y 
and were manifcftly under the immediate and 
miraculous protedion of Almighty God. 

This was a jRn at once fo inhuman and (b 
atheiftical, as perhaps cannot b^ parallel'd in any 
oneinftance from the foundation of the world: 
and therefore it is no wonder, if this flagrant ad 
of villainy and impiety (plainly indicating the laft 
degree of previous depravity*) produced that 
dreadful decree againft them, recorded in ^jut. 
xvii. 14. / will utterly put out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven •\^ And, foon 

after, 

* Levit. XX. vir. I'to 23. inclufivc. 

t Mr. Chubb tells us, in his Pamphlet relating to Dodor Run- 
dlis E/e^toMt &c. that this is not true in fadl; feeing they* re-* 
mained long after, even till Saufs time, a diflind Peopi^. 

Let us try the weight .of this objedtion. ■ ■ '■ The JmflMites 
remained a diHind people till Saufs time ; therefore God*i deoree 
of extirpation was not executed upon them. Thisis juft fuch reafon- 
ing as if he had faid,that Jdam lived above 900 years after the fen-* 
t^nce of death denounced ajpiinft him; and therefore he rieYer died. 
I allow, that a remnant ofthe Amalekius outlawed both Saul and 
DfKvid^ and reached even xo the reign of Hezekiah, i Chron. iv, 
41. £ut at the fame time, we learn from the laft veries of that, 
chapter, that the fans of Simeon /mote the reft of them that efcaped^ 
(i, e, that efcaped all the preceding attempts againft them) and 
dnvelt there unto this day. 

But if we are to reft upon Mr. Chubb^s peremptory aflertion, 
they not only were not extirpated, but they continued nnmolefted, 
till the days of Saul, But this furely is a rafh and ungrounded 
aifertion s for they joined the Moabites and Midianites againft 
l/raelj Num. xxiv. 20. about 40 years after their firft attempt* 
And 1 think there is no doubt but they were defeated with the 
Midianites (Num. xxxi.)- There is alfo, I think, good reafon to 
believe, that thefe inveterate enemies of Ifraei wqre included in 
the general confederacy againft Jojhua, apd fhared in their com- 
mon defeat, Jojh, xi. This is certain, that more than 40 years 
after this,they again joined the Moabites againft .^ij//( J udg, iii.) 
And when the Moabites were defeated by Ehud, can it be made a- 

doubt. 
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B. I. the Life of Kingld hV ID. 3 

after, the reafon and manner of efFedling this are 
added in a fubfcquent declaration : the ftridt fenfc 
of which, in its moft literal tranflation, ftands 

thus 5 Becaufe the hand againji the throne 

cfGody the "war of God againji Amalek from 
generation to generation*^ i, e. becaufe Amalek 
hath lifted up his hand againft the throne of God, 
hath fet himfelf to defeat the divine determina- 
tions in favour oi Ifraeli therefore God will 
have war with them from generation to genera- 
tion, until they are utterly extirpated. 

doubt whether they ihared in that defeat ? Or if there cotfld» 2)^- 

borah2ir\ABarak''%Song puts the point out of all doubt [v. 14.). 

It \s alfo certain, that about 150 /ears after this, they agaiii 
joined the Midianites againU Ifracly (Judg, vi. 8c vii.) and were 
involved in their common deilrudion: and forafmuch as the 
Pfilmift mentions them as the confederates of Gebal and Am^ 
mfi^Z^^^ Ifrael^ it is not improbable, that they (hared jn the 
defeat of Ammon by Je^hthah^ about 8S years after this. And 
frdpithis period to the command given to Saul to extirpate them* * 
paifed about 80 years. 

The learned authors of. the Vm'verfai Hijjory obferve, (/. 361 • 
note P) that this was only a particular application of the general 
commands before given, (and which die Je^ws had bound them- 
fehes, and their pofterity, by a folemn oath, to obferve) to de- 
itxoy all thofe sacions that would not accept of proffered pe;ice> 
and forfake their idolatry ; and to eliminate all that belonged to 
them. And the exhortation of Mo/es to them, as far as it is 
applicabk to this- head, they thus paraphrafe: ** Remcmbei' 
** therefore, that there is no redemption for them; and that if 
*' you fufFer yourfdves, either thro' pity, or covetoufnefs, to 
" fpare any of them, you will not only incur the punifhment of 
** perjury and rebellion, bat be ehfnared into greater guHt, by 
•* conforming to their' ways, flad Saulh&tn mindful of this, he 
•* had not faved the king b^ Aptalek, and thech(?iceft of the cat-* 
** tie and plunder (t Sam^ xv. 9, t5V.^. When therefore hd 
** made that weak and puerile cxcufe, that he defigned the latter 
*' as an offering to Got>, Samuel d\di]M^\^ reprove him, by Ihew- 
**- ing him' how vala it was to pretend to atone for one bpca' 
**. violation of God's command by another," 

B 2 To 
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4 An Hiftorkal Account of B« i* 

To reconcile this fevcre decree to the princi- 
ples of juftice, and to God's own declarations, 
Ezek* xviii. of his limiting the vengeance of guilt 
to the perfon of the offender, we need only refled 
upon one plain obfervation^ which every day's ex- 
perience fufficiently furnifties us with 5 that no- 
thing is more common, than for children to appear 
unrepentant, and, it may be, improved and inve- 
terate in the iins of their anceftorss and that no- 
thing is more eafy to the divine prefcience, than 
to forcfee this, and to pronounce upon it. And 
that this was the cafe of the Amalekites^ fuffi- 
ciently appears from their hiftory. For as their fa- 
thers attempted upon the IfraeliteSy when under 
the manifeft protedion of God 5 their fons conti- 
nued to do the fame upon every occafion, tho* the 
fameprotedion became every day more and more 
confpicuous, by many and repeated inftances. 

How this decree had hitherto been put in 
execution by the people of God, and under his 
immediate direction, from age to age^ will bed 
be learned from the books oi Number Sy Jojbuay 
and fudges. And now Saul^ as next in order, was 
appointed, was in a very folemn, exprefs, and par- 
cicular manner^ commanded to execute his parr. 
And to Ihew that the fins of thofe very Amalek- 
ites now commanded to be dcftroyed, were the 
real motives of their deftrudion j they are in that 
command given for it, expreily and emphatically 
called xhcjinners the Amalekites: and their king 
is charged by the prophet with the guilt of mur- 
ders (and the Kenites^ as lefs crinfiinal, are corn* 
«ianded to be feparated from theni> 

Bur 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



B. I. the Life of KingX^ kv ij>. 5 

But wc arc asked. Why their innocent chil- 
dren fliould be put to death ) To this it is very 
obvious to anfwer by anotticr very plain queftion ; 
Why do innocent children die every day? It was 
a mercy to the children oi ih& Amalekites to be 
taken oflF in their innocence, before they were 
tainted with the infeftiort of their fathers guilt *. 

And to put it out of ail doubt even with Saul 
himfelf^ that the punilhment and prevention of 
guilt were the only end and aim of that command i 
he was exprefly injoincd to deftroy not only the 
Amalekites^ but all that they had, oxmdjbeep^ ca- 
mel and afs 5 that the memory of fo vile a race might 
be blotted out from under heaven. A command 
admirably fitted to fpread and toefiablifh the terror 
of divine vengeance upon guilt over the earth, and, 
in confcquence of that, to reftrain the enormities 
of mankind. Whereas had the Amalekifes bcca 
commanded to be deAroyed, and their fubftance 
fparcd, avarice and intereft might have juftly been 
fufpcdcd as the real motives of this extirpation j 
and the divine command as a pretence only. 

Besides all thisj tho' iJ^^/ might not have 
enter'd rightly into the reafon of the command, 

♦ Wc arc told, that Scha^ Ablaz, extirpated the inhabitants of 
feveral villages in Perjta, for their abominable wicked nefs (Ambajf. 
^rafueis, ^« 7- P- 294.). Nor have hiilorians, as far as I caa learn, 
charged this aft upon h;m as cruel or tyrannous.— There isfuch a 
thing as the vulgar call an ill breed i and fins run in the blood. It 
is certainly a bleffing to the world to have fuch a race rooted out. 
The infeftion of incorrigible guilt fliQuld be arreted at any 1 ate 1 
and if nothing butextremities can ef^td this, extremities are then 
fufficiently juiiifiedin the great Governor of the world; nay, they 
^e manifeilly required and exacted from him in th^t chax^er« 
Men are tied down to other meafures of afling. 

B 3 nor 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 An Hifiorical Account of B. i. 

nor been influenced cither by duty or gratitude 
to a religious dbfcrvance of it 5 yet one would 
think the example of Achan^ fo frefh in the 
hiftory of his own nation Y^^?/^- vii.) whovJras 
deftroycd, with his whole family, for a like in- 
ftance of difobedience, might fufficiehtly have 
deterred him from flighting it. 

Whereas then Saul did not only difobcy 
this command, but aded in manifeft oppofttion 
to the reafon and end of it ; fparing the mur- 
derous Agag^ (in ail probability, from the pro- 
fped of a rich ranfom, or perhaps, a proud par- 
tiality to the regal charafter f) and all the fpoil 
that was worth faving, and deftroying only the 
rcfufe; yet was he fo hardened in his ftubbora 
difobedience, asobftinately to affirm to Samueh 
face, that he had executed the divine command. 
And when that was confuted by the^evidcnce of 
fad, he then had the hardincfs to (hift the blame 
from himfclf, and toftiield his avarice under the 
fhew of popular piety : — The people (faid he to 
Saimuel) took ofthefpoil^ the chief of the things^ 
^ whichjhould have been utterly dejiroyed, to fa- 
crifice to the Lord thy God in Gilgal. 

T^o this Samuel made that noble reply (i 
Sam. xv; 22.): And Samuel faidy Hath the Lord 
as great delight in burnt-offerings and facri- 
fceSy as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Be- 
hold^ to obey is better than facrifice i and ta 
hearkeny than the fat of rams. 

+ An important lefTon this to princes, that guilt fubje^ls therri 
to the fevereft llrokcs of the divine juftice, as much as the meaneft 
pftl^cir fubjccls. 
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When this ]aft heinous zSt of difobcdicnce was 
added CO Sauh other ftns, God, by the mouth of 
his prophet^ pronounced the decree of his depofal 
from the fovcreignty 5 nor could Samueh long 
dnddrneftinterceffioneverprevailtorevetfeit''^. 

This was the ftatc of things, when Samuel 
was exprefly commanded by God, to fill his horn 
with Oil, to go to Bethlehem^ and there to anoint 
one of the foils otjejptht Bethlehemite (whom 
God (hould then name to him) to fuccecd Saul 
in the kingdom. 

The prophet would gladly have cxcufcd him- 
fclf from executing this dangerous commiilion, 
from the apprchenfion of Saul% hearing it, and 
revenging hisdepoHcion upon him. To remove 
hisfears upon this head,^ God commands him to 
cake an heifer, and to'givc out, that he was come 
thither to facrifice to the Lord ; which, as a prophet, 
be had aright to do whcre-ever he thought fit. 

He went accordingly, and was no fooncr arrived 
at Bethlehem^ but the people cf ouded about liim, 
in dreadful apprehenfions of his being fcnt to de- 
nounce fome divine threator Vengeance for their 
fins t- But Samuel foon quieted their fears upon 
that head, andorriy lee them know, that he was 
come to facrifice to the Lord; and injoined them 
to fandify themfelves for their attendance upon 

* It was pofllbly an additional aggravation ofSauPi fin, that 
tho^ he had fo ill executed the divine command in relation to 
Jmaiek ^ytx he erefied a trophy, (the vulgate hath it, a triumphal 
arch) as a monument of his vi£lory over them. Poflibly the firll 
XQonument of the kind that ever was eredted. 

t Olr perhaps, in apprehenfionofhis having fled thither from 
$ayir% wrath> and that they might fufFer by (helcering him. 

^ B4 the 
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the altar (It fecms (bmc fan^kification was then 
deemed ncceflary, to qualify perfons for their fit 
attendance on the moft folemn ordinance of reli- 
gion*): And when the facrificc was over, he 
called Jejfe and his fons to the fcaft, which 
always followed the facrifice. 

Upon the appearance of £//4Athcfirft-bom 
of y^» the prophet, ftruck with the graccful- 
peU and dignity of his pcrfon, haftily concluded 
bim the man appointed to the fovercignty by 
Almighty God. But this his human judgment 
(which probably was grounded upon the remem- 
brance of a like graceful mien and prefcnce in 
Saul) wascjuickly reproved 5 arid he was given to 
underftand, that God judgeth not, as man too ' 
pftcri doth, by appearances, and feeming pcr-r 
fe£tioi>5, but by the fecret and unfcen powers 
and diTpofitions of the heart. 

Immediately fix Qthc'r fon? oSJeJfe were 
prdered to pafs in review before the prophet i but 
none of thefe had the divine approbation. 

The prophft, (as we niay well Imagine) fuf- 
ficiently embaraflcdat thisfufpenfeof the divine 
defignation, asked Jeffe^U he had iio other fon ? 
Jo which he anfwered^That he had one more, his 
youngeft , in the fields, keeping his flock. Upon 
which, the prophet immediately ordered him to 
be fent for 5 declaring that they muft no? fir down 
until he came. Jejfe obeyed : and when David 

♦ Now, however ritual this fanftification might bp, yet I be- 
lieve it is not doubted but that it was intended as an emblem qf 
that purer, and more fpiritual fandti£cation, which fiiould be re- 
qaifcd ot all thofc who commemorate the ereat facrificc for x^t 
gasoftlip^holcvorl^. 

*rriv?d, 
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arrived, (for he was the youngcft) God immedi* 
ately ordered the prophet to arifc and anoint 
him ; for this was he. 

AccoitDiNGLY Samuel arofe and anointed 
\Ami bat whether in the mid ft of his brethren, 
/. e. in their prefenee i or whether/r^f?^ the midft ' 
of his brethren, /. e. apart, and in the prefenee 
only oijejfe^ is not fo clear from the text. Tho' 
the rudenefs, with which they afterwards treated 
him, makes it more probable, that it was apart: 
unlefs we fuppofe that rudenefs to have arifea 
from jcaloufy, as very poflibly it might* 

From this account it appears, ift. That Samuel 
very unwillingly anointed another king in the 
life of Saul. 2dly, That, if he had been fwaye4 
by his own judgment, £//^^ would have been the 
man. And 3dly, That ifjejfif's judgment had 
prevailed, his feven oth^r fon$ had been preferred 
to^avid. From all which it is evident, that the 
cleftion of T>avid to the throne of Ifrael was 
an immediate ^Qt of Providence, without the lejft 
intervention of human wifdom or contrivance. 

How l^avid came tq be fo little accounted of 
in the eye of a parent, as qot to be thought wor- 
thy fo much as to be called to the feaft with hi^ 
brethren, is not eafy to fayj unleisit be, that sjs 
elder children take earlier and fuller poflrcflion of 
their parents afFe£lions5 fo, unlefs they forfeit 
them by fomc courfe of ill conduct, they feldom 
fail to retain fome prpferencc in th^n^ to the lalL 

However, that ^a^yid wanted no recoajr 
itiendation of perfonal advantages, is evidcntj 
fof h§ was bcai^tift^L and (what iniplics a great 

deal 
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lo An Hiftorkal Account of B. r. 

deal more) amiable. The text tells us, he was 
ruddy ^ and fair (if eyes ^ and goodly to look to^ 
But, very probably, thefe advantages gave him 
little diftindion, in a family where beauty fecms 
to have been familiar and hereditary. 



CHAP. IL 

A Digrejfton concerning Samuel, the Pro^ 
pbetSy and their Schools. 

THE unfcriptural reader may pofljbly have 
feme curiofity to know who this extraor- 
dinary perfon might be, who was thus appointed 
to pull down, and to fet up kings; and readers 
of another charafter will, I hope, indulge this 
fhwt digreflion on that account. 

Samuel was of tlie tribe o^ Levi, and of a 
very diftinguiChcd family among that tribe, that 
of the KoathiteSy defcendcd from Korah the 
gainfayeVy whofe defccndants were eminent for 
their mufical skill in the fervice of the temple; 
and are by fomc commentators (probably for that 
reafon) accounted prophets. His father Elkanah 
is believed by forae men of learning to have been 
a prophet, and the fon of a prophet (and his mo- 
ther is numbered among the prophctcflcs); per- 
haps for no better reafon than his having been oif 
the city of Ramathaim Zophim *, which is in- 
terpreted Ramah of the profhets'y tho' in ftridl- 

* Suppofed tp b^ the Arimfiiha of the New Teftament. 

ncfs. 
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nef$, it is Ramah of the wateJbmen^ prophets 
being fbmctimes fo ftyled in Scripture. 

His father is believed to have been firft marry'd 
to Hannah the mother of Samuel^ whom he ten- 
derly loved h but finding her barren j he (through 
that eager dcfire of iffue which fwaycd the Jews) 
took alfo another woman to wife, named Ve- 
ninnahs who, finding berfelffufficiently prolific, 
could not forbear upbraiding Hannah with her 
barrennefs : and zsElkanah went up year by year 
to Shilahy where the ark then refided, to offer 
facrifice, Teninnah took the opportunity of the 
feaft which enfued, to vex her with more than or* 
dinary reproaches upon that head, in the face of 
her family and friends^ and this (he did one day 
to fuch a degree, that Hannahy rifing from the 
feaft, in which fhe could not (hare, poured put 
her complaints to God, and prayed and wept 
before him iij extremity of anguilh, bcfcechiog 
him to beitow a fon upon her, and vowing to 
dedicate him in a very diftinguifhed manner to 
hi$ fcrvice during his whole life *. 

God heard her petition, and (he fulfilled her 
^ vowi for^ waiting only till the child Samuel was 
weaned (that is, 'till he was three years old) and 
furmounting all the ties of tenderness, and fore^ 
going all her fem^c fears and fondnefs, (he im^ 
mediately conveyed hini to the temple, and de- 
dicated him in a mod folemn manner, and with 

♦ The Levites in their ordinary courfe, were obliged only tQ 
attend the fervice of the temple in their turns from the age 

pf twenty-five to fifty; after which they became judges, 

^d preachers of righteoufnefs. 

■ , § % 
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a noble hymn of humiliation and thankfgiving> 
to the fervice of God. 

Eli the high-prieft received him as became his 
piety; and the little <$4r;»/i^/miniftered before him 
from that day forward, and was early and %nally 
diftinguifhed by the divine favour and influence, 
to. the great and full fatisfadion of all the people 
of Ifraeh infomuch that when EH and his wicked 
fons perifhed, he fucceeded to the fupreme civil 
power over the whole nation, where he fuftained 
the charader of a moft equitable and righteous 
ruleryand juft judges which laft charader he ftill 
fuftained (even when God, for the fins of the 
IJraeliteSy gave them a king) to his dying day. 

The particulars of Sauh eleftion to the fu- 
preme power, and Samueh diverting himfcif of 
it, are to be found at large in the firft book of 
Samuel, and are, I think, not unworthy the cu- 
rious reader's regard. 

Samuel, now difpofTcffing himfelf of the 
fupreme power, was however no way dimi- 
niflicd in dignity, or in the dcfire of doing good ; 
but continued revered alike both by prince and 
people. Part of his time he gave to the admi- 
niftration of public juftice 5 and the reft he dedi- 
cated to the more immediate fervice of God, in 
a learned and religious retirement in one of the 
prophetic fchools at Ramahy over which he pre- 
sided. Of thefe men, and their fchools, take 
this thort account : 

The Jewifh nation had no fuch fchools or fe- 
piinarics for the education of their children, as arc 
now in ufe among us ; with them, parents were 

in 
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in the place of tutors $ aild as they had no regard^ 
or, to Ipeak more properly, as they had great 
contempt for heathen literature, they contented 
thcmfclves with teaching their children their 
own language and laws; upon full aflurance, 
that a proper proficiency and skill in thefe would , 
gain them all the credit and efteem they deftred : 
and as their law-giver had taken fufficicnt care to 
inculcate this duty, nothing was more juftly re- 
putable amongft them, than a confcientious dis- 
charge of it. However, forafmuch as parents are 
not always the beft qualified to the difcharge of 
this duty, and a careful fiudy and thorough know- 
ledge of the fcriptures was of fuch vaft import-* 
ance, at once to inform and inlarge their minds, 
and to prefervc them in the purity of their reli- 
gion, and keep them a diftind people, it pleared 
God to inflitute feveral orders of men lor this 
purpofe $ of which the principal were the priefts, 
Levites, and prophets. 

The bufinefs of the priefts was, to miniftcr in 
holy things, to teach the law in all its parts, to 
judge and to decide all controverfies , and the Le* 
vites were their fubalterns in all thefe offices. But 
as a great part of their time was taken up in their 
attendance upon the altar, and other dtuals of the 
Mofaic law; and as it is natural for men to lay a 
great, perhaps too great a ftrefs upon thofe things 
in which they themfclvcs arc greatly concerned 
and intcrefted $ it pleafcd God to raifc up another 
order of men, to be a check upon the priefts, and 
to be the guardians of the fpiritual part of the law 
of Mofes^ as tl>e priefts were of the ceremonial ; 

and 
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and this was the order df the prophets, a race of 
men trained up by a long courfe of ftudy, difci- 
pline, ftrid temperance, and utter contempt of 
worldJy grandeur, to be teachers of righteouf- 
nefs i and fitted, by the beft habits of piety and 
virtue, to receive, upon extraordinary occafions, 
the Infpirations of the Spirit of God* , 

These were to the Jews the great teachers of 
virtue and wifiiom, as the philofophers were in 
fome meafure to the Heathens i but with great 
difad vantage, from their deficiency in the twa 
laft charafters : whereas thcfe advantages impow- 
cred and infpired the prophets to preach true 
rigliteoufncfs to the peopk ; and to deprcfi the 
value of all the rituals of religion^ compared 
with it 5 to preach and to prepare them for the 
kingdom of the MeJJiah% and to manifefl: their 
miffion by miracles, and prcdiftions of future 
events; which enabled them, on many occa- 
lions, to reprove and to reprels alike the enormi- 
ties of princes, pricfls, and people; nay, fome- 
times, to awe even neighbouring nations into 
repentance and amendment. 

Now tho' GoD;, to (hew that the operations of 
his Spirit are not tied to human infti tut ions, 
Ibmetimcs chofc uneducated men, and even wo- 
men, to receive and to publifti his infpirations j 
yet at the fame time, to manifeft the value of 
wife difciplinc, and good inftitutions, and to 
fticw their fitnels to prepare men for the influ- 
ence of the Spirit of GoD, he generally chofe 
his prophets out of fuch as were educated in the 
fchools of the prophets i of which take this 

(hort 
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ftiort account, from a work of great learning, 
and (I think) equal candour "^ : 

*^ Om th« other band, they were no Icls carc- 
** ful to cultivate, the knowledge of tbem, (the 
*' Scriptures) among thcmfelves. We cannot, 
" indced> be fur^ that they had any fynagogocl^ 
" before the taptfvity 5 tho' it be far from im- 
^' probable, confidering the great difiance at 
^^ which feme of them lived from the f cmple ; 
^' and that, at the beft^ they were obliged to re- 
*^ fort thither but thrice in a year: but other 
^' places they had for prayer and inftru£tiorf, 
^' namely, the fchqolsof the prophets; to which 
'^ they might repair on the fabbatbs, new moons, 
*' and other feftivals. By prophets, we mean 
" not thofc ftriftiy fo called, men endowed with ' 
*' the fpiricof prophecy ; hut their difciples, or, 
'' as the Hebrew idiom words it, xhcfms of the 
" prophets. The former were generally con- 
'^ iulted by the kings, priefts, and elders of their 
*^ people, upon all extraordinary occaftons, whe- 
" ther about religion, or ftate affairs 5 and the 
'^ latter were brought up under them, and fitted 
" for inftruding the people in the way of vir- 
" tue, and the worftiip of God. 

^' Thbse had their habitations chiefly in the 
" country; they lived ina kind of fociety among 
^' themfclves, and had generally one or more of 
^* the prophets to be heads over them, and to 
" whom they gave the title of father ; their 
" houfcs were but mean, and of their own build- 
*^' ing i their food waS chiefly pottage made of 

? Univerfal Hift. p, 730, 73 1, 

•* hecbs, 
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*^ herbs, unlcfs when the people fent feme bcttet 
** fare to them, fachas bread, parched corn, ho-» 
** ncy, dried fruits, and the like $ their drcfs Was 
^^ plain and coarfe, and tied about with a Ica- 
^^ thcrn girdle : their wants being fo few, were 
^^ eafiiy fupplied by their own hands \ and as 
^^ their views reached no further, fo thcylimit- 
" ed their labour to that, that they might beftow 
^^ the more time in prayer, ftudy, and retirement. 
'^ Riches were no temptation to them in fuch X 
^^ fiate; and therefore £///^ not only refufed 
'* Naaman's prefcnts, but punifhed Gehaji in i 
*' feverc manner^ for having clandcftincly ob- 
^^ tained a fmall portion of them. This laborious^ 
*^ rcclufe, and abftemious courfc of life, joined 
^^ to the meannefs of dreis, gave them fuch a 
^^ ftrange air, efpecially among the courtiers, that 
^' .they looked upon them as no better than mad*^ 
^* men. Their extraordinary freedom in reprove- 
^' ing even princes for their wicked deeds, did 
*^ likewifc expofe them frequently to perfecu- 
*^ tions, imprifonments, and fometimes to death, 
** efpecially in the reigns of fome wicked princes, 
^' fuch as were jihab and Manaffeh $ but in the 
** main^ they were always refpe&cd by the bet- 
*^ ter and wiferfort even of the higheft rank, 
^^ and ufed with the utmoft reverence and re* 
*' gard both in language and behaviour/' 

Many learned men have thought, that in thefe 
fchools they have ftudied arithmetic and aftro- 
npmy ; and doftor Tatrick thinks, that the Greek 
word SofhoSy which was originally the title of 
aflronomcrs, might be derived from Zoph^ which 

in 
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Ah Hebrew fignifies a Prophet. Nor is this aa 
irrational conjcfture^ ,efpcciall/ when we con- 
lidcr that the prophets generally fixed their rcfi- 
dencc upon the tops of hills, where, it they ftuJied 
not aftronomyj yet, were they always, at hand 
to -preach a better knowledge of heaven to the 
people that dclighfcd to facrifice on high places. 

One thing we certainly know, that in thefe 
fchools they ftudied and pradifed mufic in great 
•perfeflioh 5 and asthe praifes of God made a con- 
fidcrable part of their buitnefs, it is not to be 
imagined that their muHc was without fong. 

To conclude: " Here (fays the learned Dr; 
" Trapf) was profefled the true philofophy 5 
^* which, according to Ariftotle^ is a divine and 
" heavenly dbftrinc indeed*; far different from 
** that vain and deceitful philofophy which the 
" apoftlc, iiivcighcth again ft, (CoL ii. 8.) and 
** iji^hichisin truth nothing but fophiftry; which 
** ArifttaU calls a fecming, but not a fubftantial 
" wifdomt." 

Of this order of men was SamueJy an eminent 
prophet and patriot ! a prophet, and the fon and 
father of prophets ! the child of piety and prayers, 
and the man of God ! 
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CHAP. IIL 

JFhat enfuedupon David's being anointed 
to the Succejpon of the Ihrone^ together 
with the Occafion of his Being called to 
Saul's Court. 

DAVID, clcdcd and anointed to the 
throne *, in the manner already men'- 
tioned, became, from that day, eminent for 
fortitude, prudence, and piety, beyond any maa 
of his own, or perhaps of any fucceeding age. 
It is true, they that credit the fcripture-hiftory 
in this affair, will eaffly account for all thcfe ex* 
traordinary accompiiftiments and improvements j 
for that aflurqs us, that the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that day forw4rd\. 
And I fhould be glad to learn from thofe who 
do not credit this circumftance of the hiftory, in 
the Arid fenfe of the text, how otherwife they 

* It is hardly to be fdppofed, (fay the authors of the Utu'verfal 
Htftory, p. 763^ note £) that ZamutliA^ then explain the whole 
myllery of his anointing of Dan)id\ which might have had fonte 
fatal confequence» had it come to Saut'^ ears ; but as it was ufaai 
to anoint men to the ofilce of prophet^ as well as to the regal dig- 
nity, it is more likely, that he left them to fuppofe the former^ 

f Tho^ his outward circumftances were not chaneed in the 
mean time, (for he continoed keeping his fkther's flock) yet the 
anointing was not an empty ceremony : a divine power went along 
with the inflituted fign, and he found himfelf inwardly advanced in 
wifdom, courage^ concern for the public, and all qualifications pro- 
per for a prince ; to fatisfy him that his ele&ion was of QoA*. 
Millar's Hijl. of the Churchy SsC p. I46. 
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tan account for thbfe citraordinary cfFcfts and 
endowments, which immediately cniued^^w/s 
deiignation to the throne. 

I JilouiiD be glad to learn from thfeft gen- 
tlemen, how a dcfigriation to empire, which, in 
its ordinary cburfe, lis too apt to corrupt, de- 
bafe and overfct with vanity, Ihoufd raifc an 
obfcure youth, uneducated, and little accounted 
of, even in thfc eftcem of a parent's partiality, 
in an obfcure age and country, without the 
advantage either of infiru£tion or example, into 
the greateft muHciah, the nobleft poet, and the 
moft confummate hero of all antiquity i for that 
^avid was all thefe^ and more than thefe, will, 
I hope, be one day out of all doubt with the can- 
did reader. 

In the mean time, until they explain, it is 
not, I think, unreafonable to hope, that the can- 
did reader will believe. 

When Samueh important bufinefs at Beth- 
lehem was over, he returned again to his ufual 
ircfidencc at Ramah^ and T)avid to his flock; 
where his great abilities and endowments quickly 
became fo confpicuous, that they recommended 
him in a very diftingui(hed manner to the fcrvice 
of Sauly ^hofe mind now became difturbed by 
all the black and malignant paffions, without any 
reafbn, that we know of, but that which the text 
iellS' us, rfiat the Spirit of the Lord was now 
departed from him^ and an evil fpirit from the 
Lor r oubled him *. W h e- 

* y^fip^^ relates, that he fometimes became like a demoniac. 
He having for&ken Cop, and his duty, (fays Mr. Millar, ibid.) 
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20 An Hiflorkal Account of B. i. 

Whether any more be meant by this, than 
that God, for if Ws hardened impenitence, with- 
drew his rcftraihing and guiding grace, and left 
him a prey to his own pafHons, I cannot take 
upon me to fay. This only I am fare of, that 
no man living needs a heavier chaftifcment fiom 
Almighty* God, than the letting his own paf- 
iions loofe upon him : the confequence to the 
mind, I apprehend, would, in that cafe, be much 
the fame, as it would be to the body, if the re- 
ftraining preffurc of the air were removed, and 
all the mufdes, veffels and humours, left to the 
full freedom of their own powers and tendencies. 

On the other hand, I cannot fee upon what 
principles of rcafon, religion, or philofophy, wc 
Ihould take upon us abfolutely to pjreclude the 
agency of evil fpirits in this cafej or why God 
fhould be any more reftrained in the ufe of their 
powers, on this or the like occafions, than in 
thofe of bears, lions, fcorpions, or noxious 
animals of any kind ; fome of which, we know, 
he hath employed for chaftifing or reftraining 
the enormities of his creatures. And befides 
there is this prefumption in favour of this latter 
opinion, that Sauh phyficians, who knew their 
own bufinefs bcft, and could beft judge, whe- 
ther the diforder of his mind lay within their 
province, or without it, exprcfly afcribe it to the 
agency now mentioned (i Sam. xvi. if.): Be- 
hold now^ an evil fpirit from God troubletb 

the Lorid, in his righteous judgments, withdrew from him thofe 
afliftances of the good Spirit, which formerly fitted him for the 
government* 

thee. 
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thee. They then proceed to prefcribe in the ioU 
lowing manner i Let our Lotdnow cammand thy 
fervants which are before thee^ to feek out a 
man who is a cunning player on an harp , and 
it fhall come to pajs^ when the evil fpirit from 
God is upon thee, that he jhall play with his 
handj and thou /halt be well. 

G o MM EN T A TOR s, who afcribc this difor- 
der to natural caufes, abound with learned rea* 
fonings and quotations, to prove the jxjwer of 
mufic in cafes of this kind, andf articiilarly urge 
that proof.from Seneca^ (delra, L iii: c. 9.) that 
V'jihz^oiz^ quiet edt he perturbations of the mind 
"with an harp"^. And,, poffibly, fo he might: 
but as we are not told whence thofc perturbations 
proceeded, his having done fb, no way afFeds 
the queftion • before us. All that we know of, 
is, that we have reafon to believe, from the ex- 
ample of Elifha^ 2 Kings iiu (nor will the beft 
philolophy forbid us) that quieting the perturba-- 
tions of ther mind, is abfolutely ncceflary to^ 
wards receiving the facred influence of the Spirit 
of God. And if fb, then may we fairly con- 
clude that the fame ftate of mind which fits us 
for the influence of good fpirits, as naturally 
unfits us for the influence of fuch as are evil : 
and therefore the fame power of mufic which 
(yxitud E^ijha's rage and indignation againfl: thQ 

' — ^^ ? PjHiihagoraj perturhationes ammi lyra compombat* 

Tbuanu^ tells us, (torn. ^^ BuckUf^t^it. 1. 57. fe£t. i^.ythat| 
after the Parifian maiTacre, Charles the ninth was wont to havd 
f his fleep didurbed b^.ni^hUy horrors, and waa comfofed to rell 
\>y a fymphgn]); <;tf fioging-boys. 

C Z idolatrous 
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idolatrous Jehoram'^j and fitted him for the 
?gcncy .of the Holy Spirit of C3od, might, for 
the fame reafon, by quitting Saul's unruly paf^ 
fions, unfit him for the agency of the evil fpirit 
which troubled him; and, of confequencc, work 
his cure for that (ime. And accordingly we ar(p 
affiired by the facred hiftorian, that David was 
rccomnicndcd to Saul^ on this occalion, by one 
of his fervants, to play before him ; (hat he was 
fent for accordingly \ that his father inimcdiately 
difpatched him with a fmaU prefcnt of b^read and 
wine to the king \ and that his mufic had the 
dcfired cfFcd, And if we fuppofc yofhhus\ 
account of this matter to be true, that David 
added fongs and hymns to the harmony of his 
harp, (hymns that reprefied the fuggeftions of 
the evil fpirit) what is it which the united powe? 
of fuch muHc, and fuch poetry, might not ef* 
fcdf? And that he did fo, is, I think, more, 
than probable i firft becaufe he excelled both iii 
voice and poetry ; and it was natural he fhould^ 
on thisoccafion, exert his talents; fecondly, be- 
caufe he could not but know, that fuch united 
accomplifliments would at once more endear him 
to Saul, and bcmoreeffcdualto his amendment i 
and, thirdly, becaufe this was the known fubfe- 
qucnt pradice and praife of all the celebrated 
bards of antiquity. Nor have I the leaft doubt,; 
but that the diftinguifhed honours paid in after-: 

* That the prophet was in a rage againft him, appears evi- 
dently from his ^nfwer , Get thee to the prophtti rf tbyfather^ a»4 
the prophets of thy mother. 

f Xcmcratei^ we are told, cured madaefs by the harmony of 
vcrfe. Alexander mh Alexandro^ GtmaL lib. a. cap, »7« 
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jages tO'thofc who excelled on the harp, added 
;to thofe highland known epithets of ^'o;//;^, in- 
fpited by Gody and honoured by the people y were 
derived from the tradition of David's infpira- 
tion, and' the honours heaped upon him both by 
Almighty God^ and the whole realpi of Ifrael. 

This beft accounts for Homer\'^ feating the 
divine De?fiodocfis (introduced by an herald) on 
a filver fludded throne, in the mpft honourable 
part pf the aflcmbly, and at a fingle and feparatc 
table, like an eaftern prince; and at another 
time placing him (In the middle of theafiembly) 
as the IJmelites did Eli the high-pricfl in the 
height of his dignity, and the kings of Judah at 
their inauguration, (2 Kings xi. 14) on a feat 
againft a pillar § ; and crowning all with the ap- 
pellation of the hero Demodocus f \ honours uc* 

tcrly 

* It appears from Sir Ifaae Niwicn^s Cbronohgy, that H^mir 
flourifhe(i aboat one hundred and ^ixy yean afc^r David; and that 
the Pheeuiaans^ who fled from Zid9n and from Dawd, under 
Cadmus, Phcenix^ ^c. carried letters, mofic, and poetry, into 
Greece. Thefe men could not but kiaoW the true character of 
their conqueror ; and let^rs being then in ufe, it was eafy to 
derive it tq their pofttrity, dio' their hatred of iim might makt 
them conceal or change his name. 

§ Joajb alfe, when declared l^ing^ ftood by a piUar^i «/ tbemfu^^ 
^er weut fay a the tej(t. 

f ^SW iuf'OV 

AnffcSJ^oicof - - ^ AfltoTo-i T^/f^eFof -. • ^ 
Kif v| S^'^'^fyv^tf ?Aflfr aym itittc^ ioiJ'oy. 
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tcrly abfurd and unaccountable, even in this age 
of mufical idolatty, upon any other than the 
foregoing fuppofition. 

As the recommendation now made to Saul 
of T>avid^ is very remarkable, the reader will 
not, I hope, be difpleafed to dwell a little upon 
it : Then anfwered one of the fervants^ and 
faid^ Behold^ I have fe en a fin of Jeffe the 
Bethiehemite^ that is cunning in playing^ and 
a mighty valiant man^ and a manefwat^ and 
frudent in . matters^ and a comely perjon^ and 
the Lord is with him. 

Here we fee to what a height of reputation 
.^David's endowments had raifcd him, even in 
his retirement, from the time that the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon him: his fame grew, as Hor 
race tells us that of Marcellus did, like a tree 
Jong hid in the ftiadc, which was at full growth 
as foon as it was fcen. Aqd that there was fopie- 
thing very extraordinary in the endowments of 
1)avidy appears evidently from. the laft claufeof 
this recommfendation, j^nd the Lord is with 
^him: plainly implying, that he was highly fa- 
•voured, and eminently protefted, by Almighty 
Coo. 

\ In 



Na/tiT "^ ^O-^TAIXSV 






Be there Demodoois, the hard effanii^ • 
1 aught by iht G^ds to fleafe. B. 8. v. 40. 



the 
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Ih the next place^ we may obferve the artful 
addrefs of this recommendation, which points 
oxxi^avid^ tho* yet a youth, as now in his prime 
both of valour and pradence. And to account 
for this, the reader is to know, that valour and 
ftrength were the firft and moft advantageous re- 
commendations to the favoiir o( Sauly who (like 
foine princes of our age) piqued himfelf upon 
bringing men of that charader into his fervitc 
(i Sam. xiv. f .>: ^nJ when Saul/aw anyftrmg 
man^ or any vahanf man, he took hm unto 



In the next place, Sanl^ we know, was trou- 
bled with an^ evil fpirit, under whole influence 
he was, doubtleis^ guilty of many and great ex*^ 
travagancies , it was not fit that a raw giddy^ 
youth (hould be witnefs to thefe $ and there* 
fore David is recommended as a prudent and 
a T^Uant man : as a man of prudence, he was 
fitter to be trufted with the fecret of Sauh ex- 
travagancies in his fits ; and as a valiant man, he 
was more likely to bea? with the infirmities of 

The biraldn9w iuri^Hf and gmdu along 
nt facrtd maftar of ciUftial feng. v. 55- -6. 

^gb ma radiant tbronesfublime in Jlaie^ 
beirclid by huge multitudes bt/att : y..6l"2^ 
Witb Jil«oer foone tbe tbrone. 

Bifore bif/eat a pliJFd table Jbtms. v; 65, 
7ben, from tbe ebint^ UlylTes carves ^witb ari 
Delicious food, an honorary part, v. 520.' 

Iaws tbert a man bentatb tbe fpacions Jkies, 
Wbojacrta bonoun t0 tbi bard denies f ▼. 524. 

, ' PoPB'«Odyff. • 

a brave 
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A.bnve«ian>as £^i^/ was^j and therefiocetheocca* 
ion required, that not only hischacadcr, but his 
9ge alTo^ (hould now be ratfed as mach.as poifihk^ 
Nor did ^avid bclyjc the recommendation made 
of fauxi $ . for the <facred hiftorian aflures us^ that 
)ie not only approved, bat endeared himfelf to 
t^ly and was nude bis ariDQiir-bcarer. 

Thus was ^avid called to courts and a com:- 
mercc with the worlds and gradually prepared 
and fitted for the great part he yras to aft in \t^ 
by the pure appointment of the Divine Provi^ 
dence, without any forecaft or contrivance either 
of his own, or of his friends. 

How long 2)4^i/ continued at court, and 
when and why he returned to ills father, <and his 
^ock, is no* where told us. His fituation with 
$mli^KSS!& not altogether ib well fitted for the 
views of a great gienlus. Doobtlefsi he found 
|iimf<plf formed for great things ; and, poUably, 
with all his humility about him, he was not long 
iafisfied with his condition and charafter $ and 
preferred, in Cdfar^ way of thinking, to be ££ft 
among the (hephcrds, than laft, or even low, in 
Sauh train. Or, poflibly, i$4ir/'s favour (for he 
was fufficicntly ihcpnftant) might have . abated 
with his difiemper jand therefore^ whence found 
himfelf tolerably recovered^ and, his . thoughts 
were wholly taken up with preparationsifotthe 
Thiliftine war, Je^e plight eafily have redeemed 
^avids attendance,, by fubftitutlos tljr^c. other 
fons in ;hc ftrviqe of Saul"^. 5 u x 

* From the text it-lboidd fedm, diat David ym bot a very liftf 
He pm 9X^ coart $ no loneer ^ S/uf^fi $^njpls moU^:. (ok we 
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But whatever' the occafibn df his leaving « the 
court might be it is evident^ it was not withooe 
the fpecial appointment of Pjoviden^ej whofe 
purpolcs required that when ^4^7^ fhould next 
make his appearance there, it fhould be under 4^ 
more advantageous cbaraAer than that of the moft 
excellent nmltcians which foon-aftcr came to 
pa(^. 



I II I ■ ■ » ' 



C H A R IV. 
Pavid's Duel with QohiAH- 

HOW long David had now been returned 
to his father, and his flock, when the ?^i- 
lifiine war broke out, can no- where be clearly 
poUecied ; but I think it pretty evident, that h^ 
returned, upon his father's fending his three 
eldeft ions into the fervice of Saul: for when we 
are told, that ^avid^z^ the youngeft fQn,>i»rf 
the three eldeft followed Saiil, the facred hiftoriaa 
it^mediately fubjoins. But DaiJidwent and re^ 

tst txAA, (I Sam;, xvl. 23.) l}ie^t when thij^irit from QO D fUfos 
9pon Siml, Dawd t0ok an barp^ and playid fuiitb his band: fi 
Saul ivas rtfrejbtd% and was nuell, and the i^il fpirit drafted 
from bim. And thru imnifdiatjBlyialiowf the ^ccQuntof theaf* 
rembliogof the Fi&i7^i«/ forces ;. before which it appears, tha( 
David had, for fome tiine^ being returfled to bis father; but when, 
or why, is not fs^d : probably, when^^W was well, be was glad 
to get rid of his phyficlan as faft as he could ; not caring to be 
any more put in mind of his diftemper, or his cnrej and, if fO|, 
Pavi4 on^ r^piain^d ^t court tlU. the king recovered • 

f turned 
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turned from Saul"^ to feed his father' sjheep at 
Bethlehem. 

'. The occaitQQ of this war is unknown : pro- 
bably, the "Philijlines were tcnaptcd to engage 
iait by the fame of Sauh Junacy which would 
leave him ill able to conduct it to advantage. 

As little arc we informed of the continuance 
of this war 5 tho' I think we may fix the «ra dk 
the Fhiliftiue champion's challenge in the very 
beginning of it : we arc only told, that when 
^avid was dire^ed by his father ro go to the 
camp of Sauly with fomc neceflary provifions for 
his brethren^ and> prefcnt of tea cheefes for the 
captain of their thoufand, he rofe up early in the 
morning and left his flock with a keeper, and 
took and went as Jejfe had commanded him^ and[ 
came to the camp juft as both armies were going 
to engage : He came to the t:rench^ fays the text, 
tis thejboji was going forth to fight ^ andjhouted 

* The words of the originat areveiy remarkable ; But Da*via 
g^ing and returning fr9m aho^t Saul: this is beft explained by wha£ 
Jofip^us tells us, (lib. 6. c. 8. of his Jttti^,) that the phyficians 
advifed him to get a man to Jf and over his head, (i/iz as he lay m 
hcdj.fin^ p/ity,'&c. This alfo cxplaia* SauTs meflkge to Jejr, 
ivhen he fent for David 2l fecond time, ( i Sam, xvuzz!) Let Davids 
J prat thee, ft and before me ; in the letter of the original, at my 
fate, hi this iituation if he la^ Dav/^Ts face, he could only fee 
It forelhdrtened, and the harp might wholly hide both his £ace and 
perfbn. 

From this text of David^s going and returning from Saul, and 
\he account of SauPs fending for him a fecond time, I think it 
evident, that David never went to court, but when Saui^s illncfs 
called hiofi thither, and that he returned to his ftock as foon as 
that was over; which is further confirmed by what we are told 
(i Sam, xviii. z.) that, after the death of Go/iah, Saul took him 
(David, on that day, and 'would let him go no more borne to hh 
fathar'i boufe. 

for 
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fi>t the battle. This found foori inflamed his 
manly (pirit with more than common ardour, to 
fee, and to fliarc in, the engagement. He left 
his carriage in the care of the officer who guarded 
the baggage, and ran into the army, and faluted 
his brethren $ and as he talked with them, (both 
armies being now drawn up in battle array) the 
Fhilifiine champion, Goliah of Gath^ who, it 
feems, had now braved the Ifraelite army for 
-forty days together, ftepp'd out, as ufual, to urge 
his challenge; which he did with a loud and ter- 
rible voice, the tenor of which was as follows: 

That, to fpare the efFufion of human blood, 
they IhouJd decline a general engagement, and 
leave the decifion of their quarrel to the valour 
of a fingle diampion chofen on each fide, vhofe 
defeat, or vidory, fhould determine that of his 

country, who were to follow his fate: If^ 

fays he, your man be able to fight with me^ and 
to kill mCy then will we be your few ants ; but 
if I prevail againji him:, and kill him^ thenjball 
ye be our fervants^ andferve us: concluding all 
with a bold defiance of the Ifraelite army, and 
demand of an antagonift. ' 

The challenge was plaufible 5 but, however 
fcemingly founded upon fortitude and humanity, 
: was not in reality the effeft of either. The cafe 
was thus; The Philiftines had one man anjongft 
them of a very fingular make and charader 5 his 
ftaturc was gigantic^ and his ftrength propor- 
tionable 5 he was nine feet ijine inches high*, 

and 

* Winy tells us, that a man oiT that flature was brought from 
Arabia to ^mi^ in the reign of Claudius^ \. 7. c. i6. where he 
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djtod his^^ery arms: and armour were more thad 
s load for another man. He is generally, believed 
to be a Bhilijiine nobleman, and, as a mark 6f 
dignity, an armours- bearer carried his (hield be- 
fore hims a diftindion which Alexander the 
Great "^^ and other antient heroes^ always af- 
fected. It is no wonder then, if the Philiftines. 
confided more in the ftrength and prowe& of 
this man, than in that of their mercenary forces^ 
ipirhich were their chief ftrength j and therfefort 
chtife rather to reft their caufe upon his Angle 
arm, than the ifliie of a general engagement. 

Besides all this^ they well knewj that fuch 
a challenge, from fuch a man, was admirably 
jfitted to ilrike a general terror into the adveric 
iurmy, inafmuch as it could not fail to make an 
impreffion of fear upon the breaft of every fin- 
glc man in it. If then the Ifraelites acc^ted 
the challenge, the Thilijiines were aflured of 
conqueft i if they declined it, it muft be from 
theimprefiion of an univerfal fear, which wduld 
better open their way to viftory in a general 
engagement. 

In this diftrefs ®^w^ found the forces of hi$ 
country 5 Saut and all Ifraei mightily difmayedj 
not daring fo much as to ftand the terror of the 
PJbiiiftinespKikncc, but retiring to their trenches 
as he approached $ and here, as it was natural. 



mentions che remiuni of other men of much greater dlineh- 
fons. 

* Jrrian tells us, (1. 6. p. 244. edit. Gronov.) that AUxandir 
had the (hield uken out of the temple of Trejan Pallas^ carried 
before him in all hii battlev 
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their conyerfaiioil Vl^holly turned upon this cham« 
{)ion^ and the rewaf d oflTered by the king to any 
dne that fhbuld fhy him in combat $ no lefs thaa 
the freedoril of his faMily, added to great riches^ 
and the ht)nourof the king's alliance by marriage 
ivith oiie of his daughters i asking one another, 
(as the itiatlber of men is, who could think of 
iiothing elfe) Had they fcen him ; and telling 
^fic anotlftfr, (i^hait every one of them knew) 
tirhat reWard' (hould be given to the man that 
liibdued him. 

DAvib Itftened to their accounts, and mixed 
in theit inqiiirics with an eager curiofity, exprcf- 
iiBg, at the fame time, fbme degree of wonder, 
that no one had yet accepted the challenge : 
What jbdl be dme^ fays he, to the man that 
• killeth this Philijline^ and taketh anioay the 
reproach from Ifrael? And again; For who is 
this uncircumci/edThiUJiine, that hejhouldde^ 
fy the armies of the living God? The workings 
m Davids modcfty and valour arefinbly painted 
in thcfe <}ucftions : his mbdefty would not fuf- 
fer him dircftly and openly to accept the chal* 
lengc, and profcfi himfclf Goliab's antagonift 5 
and yet the fortitude of his own beating brcaft, 
and^thc glory of the undertaking, left him wholly 
at a lofs why others (hould decline it. His cldcft 
brother, Eliab^ obfervcd his ardour, and was 
offended at it : he, who knew David's fpirit, 
ibon law his defign i and, fiHcd with indigna- 
tion, left ^avid (hould atchicve what he him- 
felf had not dared to undertake, he reproved him 
with the rtioft ta^nti^g queftiohs, Why he left 
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his flock ? And what he had to do there ? up- 
braiding him^ at the (ame time^ that nothing 
but vanity, and a vicious curiofity, had dirawa 
him thither: tho', without doubt, he was well 
acquainted with his true errand. To all this, 
David (who found hi:^ indignation rifing^ but 
would not allow himfelf to indulge it againft 
his elder brother) made no other reply, than by 
asking his brother. What he had done to offend, 
him } and whether the greatnefs of the occaflon 
did not juflify all thequeftions he could ask about 
it \ Then, turning to fomebody elfe, he re- 
newed his inquiries f and, ftung with double 
indignation, at the ill treatment of his brother^ 
and the infolencc of the Vhiliftine^ he broke 
out into fuch open declarations of accepting the 
challenge, as were quickly brought before Saul% 
and, being called and examined in his prefence^ 
continued undaunted in his refolution; 

Saul endeavoured to difluade him from fo 
rafli and deiperate an attempt, by a remonftrance 
of his youth, and Goliah's confirmed ftrcngxh, and 
ex;pericnced valour $ but to no purpofe. !\David 
defended his defign, by relation of his fucccls 
againft enemies full as dangerous as Goliah. 

There is an united dignity and humility in 
the relation, which no words but his own caa 

come up to : Thy fervant^ faid he, kept 

his fathers /heep 5 and there came a lion and a 
beary and took a lamb out of the flock 5 and I 
went out after him, and [mote him^ and delir 
vered it out of his mouth : and^ when he arofe 
againji me^ I caught him by his beards and 

/mote 
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Jinote him^ and flew him. Thy f want flew both 
the lion and the bear 5 and this uncircumcifed 
Philiflinefl^all be as one of them, feeing he hath 
defied the armies of the living God, 

Here we fee, t\i2X. Davids confidence of 
fuccc(s is foundc d on Goliah's blafphemy, which 
had debafcd him to a brute ; and therefore he 
now carried no more terror with him, than a 
lion or a bear. 

There is nothing more offenfivc and (hock- 
ing to the human ear, than felf prailej inafmuch 
as it is ordinarily the efFeft of two very Offenfivc 
and unlovely paflions, felf love, and intemperate 
vanity : and yet, when it is extorted, as it was 
here, I know nothing more becoming, or more 
noble. It is then adorned with all the dignity 
of felf-defence, under the falfcft Imputation of 
the heavieft guilt. And yet ^David's temperance 
and modefty arc remarkable even here : he de- 
fcribes.his combat with the lion, in the fhorteft 
and fimpleft narration that ever was made of fuch 

a combat j / caught him by his beards and 

[mote him^ and flew him : and, to avoid the 

tedium of dwelling upon his own exploits, fays 
no more of his combat with the bear, but barely 
that he flew him. 

And, as if even this were too much, he con* 
eludes all in the ftyle of a man who had rather 
efcaped than conquered : — The Lord- who 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion^ and 
out of the paw of the bear y he will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philifline. Upon which, 
Sauly ftruck with the fteadinefs of his reifolution 

Vol. I. D grounded 
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grounded upon fo juft and noble a confidence, 
immediately cried out 5 G^, and the Lord (re 
^ with thee! 

And now his care was, to fee his chaiftpJdft 
properly provided With arms ofFedfive and dc- 
fcnfive i and accordingly he put his own armour 
upon him, an helmet of brafs, and a cOat of 
mail. And when David had girded his fword 
upon his armour^ and aiTayed to go, he found 
himfelf encumbered and embaraffcd by a War- 
like apparatus, to which he was unaccuftomcd 5 
and therefore, dcfiring to be excufed from makc- 
ing ufc of them, he put them off? and, taking 
his ftaff in his hand, hcchoofe fivefmooth (k)nes 
out of the brook which divided thehoftilcarmici, 
and put them in his fhepherd's fcHp 5 and COy 
taking his fling in one hand, and his ftaff in thfc 
other, he advanced towards his adverfary. Nor 
was Goliah lefi> forward ; for he aifo advantcd to 
the combat with his armour-bearer before him. 
But when upon a nearer approach to ID avid ^ 
he difcerncd his youth and beauty, h'e diicJaihed 
the'effeminacy of his afped; and, filled with in- 
dignation to find himfelf fo contemptuoufly 
paired, and aflaultcd, like a dog, withftones ind 
a ftaff, he vented his rage. in reproaches and txe- 
crations, devoting l>is adverfary to the wrath 
and Vengeance of his gods 5 and then, calling 
. aloud to him, bid him advance, that he might 
give his jflefti to the fowls of the air, and the 
beafts of tiie field. To thefe taunts and threats 
"David only made this anfwer; Thou comefi fo 
the "With a fuuordy and^'with a/pear^ and with 

ajbnldi 
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aJhieU s ^»^ / come to thet in the name of the 
Lord of hoJtSy the God of the armies of IfraeU 
whom thou hafi defied. A nd then, infpircd with 
a clear forcfight of that juft vengeance which this 
blafphemy would draw down both upon hi n, 
and upon thofc that abetted him, he adds; Ttis, 
ddy wiil the Lord deliver thee into mine hand^^ ; 
and I will finite thee^ and take thine head from 
thee i and I will give the car cafes of the hoji of 
the Thiliftines this day unto the fowls of the 
air J and to the wild beafts of the earth : that 
all tke earth may knowy that there is a God in 
Ifraei. And all this ajfembly jhall knoWy that 
the Lordfaveth not with fword dnd Jpear: 
for the battle is the Lord's^ and ht will give 
you into our hands. 

So faying, he fprung forward with a noble 
aiacrky to meet his antagoniftj and, putting his 
hand into his bagy took thence aflone^ and Jiang 
it^ andfmote the ^hilijline in his forehead^ that 
the Ji^nt funk in his forehead^ and he fell ufon 
his face to the earth. 

This done, he ran up to his proftratc enemy, 
and, fiandtng upon him, drew out his own fword^ 
(for David had none) and cut off his head. 

* The dilFei»nce between thcfe threats is remarkable. Miah^ 
in fall coii£denjce af bis own ftrength, bids David c^me uf, muil 
njoiH gi<ue tbyfiejhy &c. David^ confiding only in the proteftion , 
of Providence, retorts ; ^hu 4ay wU. tbt lard dtlivtr tint inH 
vj hmtdi imd then tcdls hitn what he is to expedl. 
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CHAR V. 

The Friend/hip (t/* David and Jonathan. 

Some Difficulties in the f acred Text 

cleared. Davicl'^ Combat compared 

with that of Dioxippus /i&^ Athenian 

'Athlete. 

TH E ^hiliftines^ ftruck with a fuddcn con- 
ftcroation upon the defeat and death of 
•their. ehampioD, fled 5 and the IfraeliteSy giving 
a great fliout of joy, purfued them with a dread- 
ful Qaughter, to the gates of Gath and Ekron *, 
their fenced cities 5 and then returning, took 
the fpoii of their camp. 

WHf N T>avid returned from the flaughtcr 
♦of the ThiliJiineSy Abner the king's general pre- 
fented him to Saul with Goliah\ head in his 
hand. What reception Satdo^zvc him, or what 
conveifation T^avtd had with him on that occa- 
fion,^ we know not : but we have reafon to be- 
lieve, that his fpeech was agreea^e to his pre- 
ceding conduft, fhort and humble, giving vod 
the glory. All that wc are told, is, that Said 
inquired whofe fon he was; and that, when their 
converfatioii was ended, Jonathany the king's 
cldcft fon, conceived the tcndcreft and flrongeft 
.affcAioa for him from that moment. 

There is an inexpreflible dignity in the 
filencc of the Scriptures on this and fuch-like 

* The reiidcnces of two of the five PhiUJiine lords. 

occafions. 
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occafions. Minute dcfcription would bring thcni 
too near the level of common hiftory \ and, on . 
occafions fo very extraordinary, would, with all 
the ftriftnefs of truth, debafe them even to an air 
of romance; whereas, in the prefcnr manage- 
ment, the writer's end is fully anfwercd, by a 
fhort account of the efFefts of this convcrlation 
upon the heart of a pious, an intelligent, and 
heroic 3^outh. We now behold this part of the 
facred hiftory in more than all the dignity of a 
noble portrait; in which ©ia^7V, bending to his 
prince, and laying the head 6f his fierceft foe at 
his feet, appears in the faireft liight, aod liobleft^ 
attitude, that ever youthful hero was drawn in. 
Hard indeed would it be, to paint out the con* 
genial joy, the glowing gladnefs of Jonaihans 
generous heart, upon the fuccefs of fo much piety 
and virtue ; and as hard, perhaps, to Ihew the fe- 
crct workings of Sauh growing envy, under all 
the outward femblance of complacence and ap- 
plaqfe.— Sure I am, the fubjeft hath both dig- 
nity and difficulty enough to exercife and perhaps 
to exhauft the skill of the nobleft artift that ever 
adorned the profeffion. 

But, however that may be, the friendfhip 
o(T>avidznd Jonathan, fo fuddenly conceived, 
ind fo ftrongly cemented from that m.oment, 
is m.atter of juft admiration with all thinking 
men, and fccms to have fbmething in it far 
tranfccnding the ordinary courfe of huiiian af- 
fections i or, to fpeat more plainly,. fcems to 
have been very peculiarly appointed and raifed 

D 3 by 
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by Providence, for the prcfcrvation of D^- 

One circamftancc of this fricndfTiip ought not, 
I think, to be omitted ; and that is^ that^ whea 
y^»tf/^^and ^avid made a covenant, Jona- 
than ftripped himklf of the robe that was upoa 
bim, and gave it to David, and his garments, 
oven to his fword, and to his bow, and to hi3 
girdle. Whether this might not have given rife 
tp that cuftom which hath obtained aui^ong the 
caftcrn monaxhs, of prefenting fwords or vcfts^ 
as marks of iavour and efteem^ is fubmitted to the 
reader. 

But it is time we now return to clear fomc 
difficulties that have embaraifed this part ot the 
iacrcd text. 

When ^avid was recommended to Saul^ 
he was recommended as a man prudent and va* 
]iant ; whereas, when he was going againfl; 
Goltahy fome years after, he iS called, in the 
facrcd text, zyouthy and ^ftripling. 

I answer: That the firft part of this ob- 
j[c£tion hath been already removed, by (hewing, 
that aitho' David was then very young, yet thq 
occaiion required, that his age and cliarader 
fhould then be raifed a^ much as poflible (Se^ 
p. 2f, ?6,) : whereas, both when he was going 
againft a giant, and retu ning from the conqueft, 
Nothing was more natural, than to deprefs both, 

* This friendfhip is thus fet forth in the facred text : Ths fifj 
5/* Jonathnn ivat ktiit <wi/if the Joul of Do'vidy and Jonathan, lo^ved 
him as his $*wn fvul And again : 'J9nathan and David maat 
(or, as it is in the tMrew, cut J cwt^nant, kefa«/9. ht b^oi km 
41$ his owM fouL 

as 
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ds much as poflibic : the firft, in order to dif^ 
fu^dc him from io dciperare an attempt ; on the 
fuccefs of which, not only his own iarcty, but 
alfo the fafcty and honour of his country de* 
ponded : and the fccond was as natural, when he 
bad fucceeded, to raife the glory of his con* 
(]ucfl:, by the oppoHtion of his youth to GQliah'% 
cftablifhed ftrcngthj in comparifon of whom, he 
lira$, in truth, but a tripling. So that the word$ 
youth and ftriplmg arc here comparative terms. 
Davi4 had now, in all probability, not ex- 
ceeded his twenty-fecond year j and we know 
it IS common, in our language, to call perfon^ 
of that age boys and children, when compared 
with n^en of more years and experience \ and ic 
is evident from the text, that Goliah himfelf 
confidered him in the fame light. 

There is yet another difficulty, fecmingly 
greater. When ©/«w^/ returned from the flaugh- 
ter of the Fhiliftine^ Saul inquired who he was; 
which implied he knew him not j and Abner 
could not tell him. This feems ftrange, con-» 
iide»ing©<aw// had been, if not long, yet lately 
at court, and was in a j?ood degree of favour 
with ^:auL But, after all, the difficulty is not 
very great : Ahnet might have been abfcnt froni 
court all the time of "David's being there 5 or, 
if he were prcfent, might have little rcliCh for 
^avtd% mufic; and, confcquently, taken little 
notice of him. Befides, "David had now beci) 
abftnt from court for a year or two; and they 
that are acquainted with courts, will be little 
furprilcd, to tind men forgotten there by a Arft 

D 4 minilter. 
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miniftcr in Icfs time, who were more confidcr- 
able than ^David^ under the charaftcr of a good 
harper, or of Saut% armour-bearer 5 an employ- 
ment, however, which he never exercifed. 

B ES 1 D E s all this, one or two years growth 
of "Davids beard and ftature *, added to the in- 
fluence of the weather upon his compleiion, 
and the roughnefs of his (hepherd's habit, might* 
make a confiderable change in his perfon and 
appearance and fufficiently difguife him to a man 
leis difturbed in his underftanding than Saul % 
who pollibly had fcldom fcen him, or only when 
he was difturbed f; and, in all probability, his 
memory was much impai ed by thefe difturb- 
anccs, as it ordinarily is by all fits; or, if it were 
not, it is well known, that the great often afFcft 
to forget pcrfons of meaner condition, efpccially 
thofc to whom they owe obligations not very 
dcfirable to be remembered. 

And yet, after all, Saul might have recollefted 
Davids perfon, and not his parentage, for any 
thing, that appears in the text ; for he asked not 
who he was, but whofe fon be wasi and, furely, 
nothing was more natural, than to inquire of 
what family that youny; man was, to whom he 
had conditionally affianced his daughter. 

^ When firft he was recommended to Saul as a valiant maa, 
be had then, probably, attained to the ordinary iizeof men> which 
is not uncommon at eighteen : he was now tall enough to he fit- 
ted by Saur% armour, and we know SauPs fize exceeded; this 
;night make a con(iderable change in his appearance, (ho" ftill in 
the bloom of youth. 

f Sec the note p. z8. 

As 
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As there is fomcthing very remarkable both 
in the manner and the event of ^avi^ts com- 
bat with Goliahy I hope I fliall be forgiven, if I 
Ihut up this head with a fliort relation of a like 
combat recorded by Curtius (1. 9. c. 7.); ^^^ 
the only one (except that of the Epean and 
t^toliariy mentioned by Strabo *) I know of,' 
in all the accounts of antiquity, that hath any 
refcmblance to it. 

Dioxippus the Athenian t» in high favour 
with Alexander the Greats for his ftrcngth and 
dexterity at all tbe athletic cxercifes, was chal- 
lenged by Horratas, a Macedonian^ to finglc 
combat. He accepted the challenge with fuffi- 
cient contempt 5 and, to (hew it, appeared at the 
place appointed^ naked, anointed^ and crowned 
as a conqueror in the Olympic games, with only 
a faiall purple mantle wrapped round his left 
hand, and a knotty club in his right. Horratas 
came to the field of battle in complete armour, 
with a fhield and fword, a lance in his right- 
hand, and a fpear in his left; and began the fight 
by darting his lance at his adverfary 5 which he, 
by a little bent of his body, eafily declined; 
and, before Horratas could (hift tiis fpear 

• Lib. I, p. 548. edit. Amfielod, apud J. WolUr$\ 1707. 

-f This was he, on whom Diogenes (as A.lian tells us, 1. is. 
c. 58.) paiTed that remarkable farcafm : As he entered into Athens 
in the triuirphal manner of the O/kw/zV conquerors, and was gaa^ 
upon by the people in great crouds, he happened to cad his eyes 
upon a young lady of dillinguKhed beauty ; and, falling faddenly 
and violently in love, fixed them upon her till he paiTed by, and 
then, turning back his head, kept them ilill fixed upon. her : which 
Diogenes obfervirig, cried but to the Athenians, See here your great 
f ham f ion ! See "how a young girl hath twijed hit tteckf 

into 
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into hU right band, broke it to pieces by a blow 
qf his club. Horratas tlien attempted tp draw 
his fword ; but, before that could be cffc^cd, 
^ioxippus^ with a jointcfFort of his he^d and 
foot, at once knock'd up his heels, and be^t him 
to the earth ; then, catching up his fword, and 
putting his foot upon bis neck, ftood over him 
with his up-lifted club, ready, with one blow, 
to beat out his brains, until Akxander inters 
pofed to fiive his life. 

This is a flrong inftance of the triumph of 
skill and adivity over the complcteft armature j 
and I hope the fingularity of the adventure will, 
with the curious reader, coaipcnfate for thq 
length of the digreffion. I now refume the 
thread of my biftory. 

The unfcriprural reader may, poffibly, have 
ibmc curiofity to know how "David difpofed of 
G»li^h\ fpoils 5 at leaft, may not take it amifs^ 
to be informed, that his armour was firft depo-^ 
iked in Davids tent ; that is, either the tf nt be» 
longing to his brethren, or fbnie other now 
crcfted for his ufc 5 poffibly, that of G^liah^ 
taken in fpoilingthe ^htliftim camp. His fwor4 
was hung up, as a trophy of tbankfgiving tQ 
God, in the tabernacle *i and his head con- 
veyed to Jerufatemy then in the poflcflion of 
the Ifraelites j thp' the ftrong fort of Sm ftiil 
licJd out for rkc Jehnfites. 
; A^'D, poffibly, one end of carrying it tbithcj: 
miglu be, to flrike a terror into that garifon-ij 

. ♦ PoiSbly fxom hence came tha,t ^uHom among the suitiettt 
Greeks or Rmians, of depofituig their arms io theij: tcoipl^s. 

. 9 tho* 
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tho* it was, more probably, dcpofitc^ there, in a 
prophetic torefight of that city's becoming one 
day the capital of David. And, if I may be 
indulged in a conjcdure, I own, to me it feems 
not impoffible, that all the hiftories we have of 
heads found in the foundations of cities, which 
afterwards became great and eminent, fach as 
thofe of Rome and Carthage^ might be derived 
from fomc iiiopcrfeft or deiHgincdly obicured tra- 
dition of the hiftory of this head. 

Nor will che reader, perhaps, think this a very 
firained conjecture, who. conftders che great and 
allowed uncertainties in the accounts of the 
Raman originals, that, when the beft RntkM 
hijftorians wrote *, there were no records of z\n 
moft the firft four hundred years of their city 
extant; being all confumed (if they had any) 
in the burning of the cifiy by the Gauls^ A. U. C. 
363. and therefore their ftudy was, to malice its 
origin as ftrange and ftupendous as they could 
devite it i and, in order to do To, they crouded 
into that, the moft extraordinary accounts of 
other countries f- 

* Their firft hiftorian, ^urtei Fotov FiBmr^ was i6o ytuxx 
later than this period ; he flourifhed about twenty or thirty years 
after the tranflacion of the Septuagint, and took moft of his ac* 
counts §t9Bk Diodes Pepantbicusj a Gruk. Whether the hiftory 
of the capitol be fo old, X cannot (ay ; bat it is evideotiy later thaa 
the verfion of the LXX. 

f This might be illuftrated by many examples : I (hall inftance 
only in one : Whoever compares the accoant of the Roman begia^ 
ning, confjiling only of mei), end the rape of the Subints^ con«> 
trived for their increafe, with the hiftory of the Benjamtss in the 
tiiree laft chapters of th^ book of j^ufg^*, VfiU, 1 beheve, be 
ijo^ckly of my opinion*. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR VL 

!7^^ Rife and EffeSis of SaulV Enmity to 
David. Merab promfed to David, and 
given to another. 

T\AVT^y now continuing at court, was 
J^ employed by Saul on various occafions: 
and, as he ftill acquitted' himfelf wifely, Saulj 
in fome time, fet him over his men of war; 
that is^ as it is commonly underftood, made him 
captain of his guards. But this degree of fa- 
vour laftcd not Jong 5 for now Sauh envy and 
malignity returned ftrong upon him with his 
Qvil fpirir. The occafion was thus : 

As iJ^a/ returned in triumph from the Phi- 
UJline war, the women from all the cities in If- 
raei Oimc to meet him, to congratulate his con- 
ijuefts with fongs, and various inftruments of 
mufic; and, as they fang together, they blended 
the praifcs of Saui and "Uavid'm their chorus: 
but with this diftindion 5 Saul hath Jlain his 
thoufands, and T)avid kis ten thcufands. 

The haughty heart of 4y^«/ could ill digeft 
this preferences his rcfcntmcnt brought back all 
his black paffions into his breaft, and refitted him 
for the poflc/fion of the evil fpirit: And Saul 
was wroth (fays the text), and the faying dip 
pkafed kirn s and he faid, Tkey have afcribed 
unto T) avid ten thoufandSy and to me they 
have ajcribed but thoujands^ and what can he 

have 
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have more but the kingdom ?^-^ And it came to 
pafs on the morrow,, that the evil Jpirit from 
God came upon Sauly and he propheped in the 
midjl of the houfe. From hence it is evident, 
that the exprcifion of prophefying, is applicable 
to the influence either of evil or good fpirits : 
and it is applied, both by Plato and Plutarchy 
to the agitations of the Sibyls^ and other enthu- 
fiafts, who were, as the Heathens exprcfled it, 
poQeflcd by the god 5 fo that the very Heathens 
afcribed fuch agitations to a fupernatural agency. 

Thus much is certain : Sauh mind was now 
difturbed to fuch a degree, that Davids mufic 
had no more power over him *. This quickly 
appeared 5 for, as he played to calm him, Saul 
dercrmincd upon his deft rudion, and, watching 
hisoppbrtunity, with a javelin in his hand, darted 
it at him : which David (with a felicity exceed- 
ing that oi'Dioxippus) twice declined: then, 
being fufBciently warned of his danger, he 
avoided SauH prefcnce. 

Saul's envy now began to be haunted with 
terror. That a man fo excellent at his weapons 
as he was, Ihould now twice mifs his aim, and 
at fo near a diftancc, had (bmcthing in it very 
extraordinary ! And it was very natural for him 
to think this could not be, without a remarkable 
interpofition of Providence in Davids behalf. 
Such an interpofition muft be for fome extraor- 
dinary end 5 and what end could that fo proba- 
bly be, as his defignation to royalty \ he knew 

* To this, pofTibly, n)a}r allude that pafTage in the Iviii't^ 
P/alm i-'-^'^fVbich refu/e to hear the <v(ficg of the charmer ^ &c. 

his 
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his kingdom was given away to a better mati 
than himfcif (the pfophct had cxprefly declared 
that): And who was fo probably this better man, 
as the man whom all i^r^^/ preferred to him) 

JFuXL of this fear, he removes David from 
him, by an honourable exile: he made him cap- 
tain over a thoufand^ but Where, or at what 
diftance, is nor faid« All that we know is, that 
here alfo ^Davld behaved hinifelf with remark- 
able prudence and good condud 5 which, inftead 
df reconciling Said to him, Icrved only to in- 
flame his fears the more : Wherefore (fays the 
text) when Saul Jaw ^ that he behaved himfelf 
very wifely^ he was afraid of him : but all If* 
rael and Judah loved Tiavid^ becaufe he went 
€Ut and came in before them. He headed them 
In all their expeditions with a bravery and a con- 
dud equally diftlnguifhed : greateft in command, 
yet greater in his example ! which naturally won 
the affedions of the people to him 5 infomuch 
that it might be faid, with great truth, of him 
and his mafter SauU what was afterwards ob- 
ferved of Tiberius and Germanicus^ that the 
one reigned in the hearts of the people, the 
other only in the provinces. 

It were hard to paint out the diftempered 
fiate of Sauts mind, under the continued feries 
of Davids fucceffes : the fight rack'd him 5 but, 
at the fame time, he had fagacity enough to de- 
rive fome confolation from it. ^avid^ it is 
true, wzs often fuccefsful 5 but it did not follow, 
that he muft always be fo: he had prudence^ 
prowefs, and condud 5 but allthefe are often dil- 

appointed 
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appointed and defeated in their beft-laid fchcmcs. 
what means then fo likely to deftroy him, as 
Mattering him in his good fortune, and inflaming 
his vanity to yet higher and .bolder attempts^ 
What human heart Is proof againft flattery well 
coftduaed? and what fo likely to poiijt it right, 
as thfe iprofpeil of the king's alliance? And now 
Mer^b, the king's eideft daughter, is promifed 
to him in marriage, on condition of hiis excit- 
ing all his fortitude, iilrhc defence of his matter 
and his (Country, againtt the enemies of Gop 
and them. 

This was the bait laid for his deftruftion. Had 
Saul -kMltd David v/hcn he attempted him with 
his )avelih, his madnefs might have pleaded his 
defence. * Isfor was "David then fo thoroughly 
cftabiifhcd in the afFcdions of the people 5 fuch 
an attempt muft now be attended with more 
hazard : nor could it be acquitted of deliberate 
defign; and therefore this other method was 
fixed Upon : And Saul j aid unto David^ Behold 
my eldeji daughter Merab $ her will I^ive thee 
to wip; i>nlybethou valiant for me^ and fight 
the -Lord's battles : for Saulfaid, let not mine 
hand bi upon him^ but let ihe hand of the Thh 
HJtineS be upon him. 

David's anfwer to this tempting promifc. Is 
to me, 1 Own, no ill prcfumptfon of his being 
fwayed by fomething more than human: And, 
indeed, what lefs than fome heavenly influence 
.could fet the foul of an obfcarc youth, Ctid* 
.denly exalted, fo far above the ^^ of th« 
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higheft and ftrongcft temptations * ! He did not, 
indeed, decine the honour propofed to him 5 that 
prudence and decency forbad : but he did more; 
inftead of claiming or even accepting it as his 
right, he declined all appearance of pretending to 
it on the fcore of merit : And ^ avid f aid unto 
Sauly Who am I? and jw hat is my life^ or my 
father* s family in Ijrael^ that I Jbouldbe /on- 
inlaw to the king? It is true, he bad often ha- 
zarded his life in the fervice of his prince : but 
^hat was fuch a life as his, compared with the 
honour of fuch an alliance? 

How far he merited this honour by his fub-- 
fequcnt behaviour, is no-wherc particularly told 
us; and, indeed, was unneceflary to be told, 
being fufficiently implied in thofe charafters of 
prudence, wifdom, and valour, ^ which diftin- 
guilhed his whole condud. However, we are 
informed, that, when the time came for confer- 
ring it, Saul moH fhamefuUy violated his pro- 
mife, and gave Merab to another, to Adrieh\\t 
Meholathite. 

This indignity and difappointment feem to 
be attended with all the circumftances that could 
heighten both. Probably, the match was delay- 
ed, to endeir it the more; and when Davids 
hopes were at the height, (and, it may be» his 
aflfeftion fixed) they were daftied at once. 

It is finely obferved of the courts of tyrants, 
that in them favours arc wont to come flow, 

* She was due to Kim before (fays the learned Dodor Traffi 
by prontife, for killing Goliab ; yet he that twice inquired into the 
reward of that enterprize before he undertook it| never demanded 
. it after that atchievement. 

and 
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and injuries fiiddcn 5 Lenta benefciuy injuria 
fracipites I ; 

This trcatrticnt was well able to cxafpcratc t 
fpirit lefs fchfibic of itiiutics than Davuts^ to 
tht hfghtft degree; and, in all appearance, \?3s 
intended to do io 5 that fome aft of outrage, or 
intemperance of exprcllion, too natural on fuch 
ati occafion, might fupply fotne prctchcc df 
vengeance upon him : but this fnare alfo the 
Spirit (rf God delivered him from. 



CHAP. VII. 

Michal froniifed to David . T!he Nature df 
the required Dimer explained at large. 

Cjlt/L's vengeance being thus difappointcd, 
^ he foon found another occafion of wreaking 



it uponf him, as he hoped, to more advantage. 

MidHAL, Saul's fccond daugliter, beheld 
David Yi^if h other eyes than thofe of her father*s 
enmity : in all probability, David's merit, added 
tohcrbrother^^»^f A^»'s friend fhip and affeftionf, 
wrought upon her. But, whatever influence yd- 
nathalfs friendlhip, or David's charafter and 
accomplifhmfcnts, had upon her, (he feems to have 
had prudence and virtue enough, not to indulge 
her defires, as long as there was any profpeft: of 
his matching with her elder fitter 5 for we hear 
nothing of her liking to David^ until after 
Merab's marriage i then it was that Saul was firft 
informed of it. 
VoL.t E He 
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He received the account with joy : The thing 
pleafedhim \ (fays the text) : and Saulfaid, IwiU 
£ive him her, thatjhe inay be a fnare to him *, 
and that the hand of the Philijiines may be 
ata'mfi him. He rcfolvcd to give her to him, 
^AntiochustheGreat%vitCleopatrayK\iAM%h- 
ter, to Ptolemy Epifhanes iting of Egypt y think- 
ing to ufe her as an inftrument to deftroy him : 
and was difappointed, as Antiochus was; for Mi- 
chal<\ast to her husband, as Cleopatra did, and 
as 'D4«/^/ had foretold t- ^ . . . 

But it feems there was fomc difficulty m the 
point, from the; AJiatic cuftom of purchafing 
wives, and that in proportion to their dignity : 
t difficulty which Davids condition, in point 
of fortune, ill enabled him to overcome ; and 
fuch as Saui:s exprels and public ftipukition in the 
affair oiGoHah, Ihould have made him alhamcd 
to infill on. However, Saul took care to make 
it at once very infulious, and not infuperable j and 
then commanded his fcrvants to communicate 
the matter to 'David, and place it in the faircft 
and moft tempting light before him. They told 
him according to their inQruftions, that the 
ting delighted in him, and all his fcrvants loved 
liim and that he muft be the king's fon-in-law. 
And when David, in his humility, exeufed 
himfelt from the impoffibility of his paying the 



• I Sam. xvin. 17. 



^m., that man and wife are the two branches in thft pro- 

^t^ki,r. hand, inclofed in one barb, and fo dofing together. 

iftat they l»*ke but one fiece. doWCt 
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dower* of fo great a prince's daughter, they prd* 
pofed an expedient which they judged his mag^ 
nanimity would readily embrace ; The kinj^ (fay 
they) defireth not a dowry ^ but an hundred for e^ 
skins of the Thilijiines^ to be avenged of the 
kings enemies. His dcfign in thif, the text 
affures us, was, to make him fall by the hand of 
the Pbilijlines: this Was the defign that fwayed 
him from the firft. It is true, Merab was due 
to David by public ftipulation : but, when Saul 
proknifed her to him, he added this cxpreis con- 
dition before-mentioned, that he fhould ^^/ 
the Lords battles^ upon the hopes of his falling 
in them, i Sam. xvlii. \f. 

Whek "David had cfcaped this fnarc, Saul 
then laid another for him, which he thought 
much furer ; and that was, the dower of t\\t fore* 
skins now mentioned j and, to bring the mattet 
to a fpccdy iflue, he ftirttcd him to a limited 
time for fulfilling the condition. 

David had, in his humility, declined the 
honour of the king's alliance, by this daughter, 
as well as the others but, when the coadition of 
the fore-skins was once proposed, he could now 
no longer decline it, without the imputation of 
cowardice. And, certainly, a more probable 
expedient for his ruin could not have beea 
thought on. This wc (hall foon be convinced 
of, when we confidcr^ that all thefe hundred 

• ^nd Dawidfai^, Seemefh it hymt a light thing to he a klng^t 
Jm in-Upw^ fi^ifg that I am a poor many and lightly $ft earned? Ch. 
zviii. 23. Some think, that this excofe hath a mixture of courtl/ 
Tcrentment ia ic ,* and pcffil^^ it ma/i 

z erxemies^ 
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cricmics, ^\xok foreskins were to bic prefcntcd 
to Saul^ muft fall by T>avi4's pwn b^ndsi nor 
could Sauh end be other wife anfwcred : his aiw 
was, to bring Duvid fo often ioto immediate 
a^nd perConai danger^ and fi^ch as it was hardly 
pofTiblc he fliQuld fo often cfcapc : whereas, had 
iie been allowed to complete his number with 
^hofe flain by his thoufaqd naen, over whom he 
was captain, this might have been effcftect with 
little and unrepeated danger.. So that his. thou- 
fand men, who attended him, thp' it is n.Qt. to 
be imagined they wei;e idle fpcdators on aU thefq 
occaftons^ y?t, as far as related to the nuipibe? 
oi fore- skins required of Davids they were^ ii^ 
cfFe^, but fo many witn^ijqs to fee SajiJ^^ pur- 
pofes faithfully fulfilled. 

David knew all this very well;. y.<;t.di4 all 
this no way deter him from chearfuUy accepting 
the condition. Difficulty (faith a learnedi cptpr 
mentator* upon the text.) doth but- wljet he.i;oi<; 
fpirits: he now rejoiced, like Akxmdv^ to find 
a danger equal to his fpiritts and, at oncc> tp 
prevent all poflibility of cavil, aiid do amj^ler 
honour to his fpcufe, he doubledi, her dower §^ 
^No^ will his doing fo, even under thcfe circu;jir 
fiances, appear incredible, wheo wq confider 
the account left us of jiurej^any. by Flavius V07 
pifcus Ij 5 or tKc account oi fomc of ^avi^s 



• Dr. Trafp, , + Pirtculum par enimo. 

$ That the cadora of paying dowries for wives^ obtained among 
the Jetiis, appears from Gen, xxxiv. 12. ai\4 Exod. xxii, 16, 17. 

H He tells us, that the.cmperor Aurellan flew a thouland ^«r- 
maiiam^ in one iii^le war» Hi(h his own hands. 

worthies. 
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ttroithics, in Scripture *j or the accounts tranf^ 
rtiitttd to us by travellers of fome parts oi Africa^ 
where no man is allowed to give quarter to an 
enemy, until he hath an hundred of fuch tro- 
phies to produce in tcftimony of his valour f; 
which their wives wear, and make account of, 
as of their moft valuable ornaments. 

This reafoning fcems alfo confirmed by the 
letter of the text, which tells us, that l^avtd 
drofi and went ^ he and his men^ andjlew of the 
TktUftines two hundred metiy &c. Where it is 
obfcrvable, that the wotd Jlew is of the lingular 
number j which feems to imply, that this flaugh- 
ter was his own ad. 

The fame conclufion is alfo to be fairly col* 
Icftcd from the fubfcquent verfe ; for when wc 
are told, that Saul now gave him MichaJ his 
daughter to wife, it is immediately added, that 
Saul/aw and knew^ that the Lord was with 
David. This he had reafon to conclude, from 
the extraordinary deliverance wrought in his 
favour, in the fucceffive conqueft of two hun- 
dred enemies by his own hand 5 whereas, had 
this been efFeded by the afltftance of a thoufand 
aflbciates, there had furcly been nothing extra- 
ordinary in it. 

And here I cannot but reflcd, with united 
grief and horror, upon the loft condition of <SWs 

• I Chron. xi. i x, 20. 11. Jajhoheam an HadmonUe^ he iift tip 
hitfpettr againft thru hundred^ Jlain hy him at Me time, Ver. to, 
Abifoai^ be ijoas chiff of the three » fois^ ^if^^^. ?i ^i' J^^^^ aguii^ 
three hufdred^ he JIei» th^m^ , r • • 

t iW^Wrf/o, pr. '213. ^- ' J* '; '* ^ -'• 

E 3 mind , 
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mind at this time. He faw and knew^ the hand 
of God in the extraordinary prefcrvation of 
^JOdvidy and yet he perfifted to purfue his ruin. 

To all this may be added, that Sduh fear and 
hatred of Tiavidy which, the text tells us, were 
increafed on this occaiion, are a farther and fuU 
confirmation of the fame truth ; inafmuch as the 
flaughter of two hundred men, by the hands of 
tf thoufand, within the limits of a proper fpafce 
of time, had neither been matter of envy or 
enmity to Saul, who had himfelf atchieved far 
greater exploits, 

NoTw^iTHSTANDiNG thc imminent. dan-* 
gcr David now ran, there is no qucftion^ but 
Sau/ "^oixld ftill have been glad of fbmc pretence 
for not performing his promifc : but the fli'pa- 
lation being Co public, «nd repeated, it was inl- 
poffiblc to elude it. 

However, ©^iz/^Tsdaqgcr ended not here: 
#y-^«/cafily forefaw, that this dowry of ^avi/ts 
would naturally excite thc enmity of th<; whole 
Phihjiine nation againft him, as it quickly did j 
for the ^kili/tinf forces now aflcmblcd and war- 
red againft IfraeL And I believe it will be mat- 
ter of no doubt, with thc thinking reader, at 
whom their vengeance was chiefly aimed. Had 
Saul gone out agaiiift them in pcrfon on this 
occafion, there 13 no doubt but he had been a 
joint objcft of their refentmcnr. But there is 
410 reafon, from the text, ro believe rhat he did ; 
and I think it probable, that he cUoic rather to 
Jet 2)4<i;/^ftand thc finglc mark of their fury : 
but to no purpofc; fo;; *T>avi4^% fuccefs apd 

fcpuratioa 
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reputation always increafed with his' danger^ 
7)aviJ (fays the text) behaved himfelf tnou 
wifely than ail thefervants of SauU Jo that his 
name was much fet by. 

If it be asked, why 4$Wi»/ required a dower of 
fore-skins^ rather than of heads? the anfwer is 
obvious. Heads would have made no diftindlion 
between Jewszt\d Thilijiines: and *y^ii/, whofc 
fafpictons were all awake,' furmifcd to himfeifi 
that ^avidy in that cafe, might flay an hun- 
dred of his fubjeds, and bring theirs, inftcad of 
Thilijiines heads; and therefore he required 
fo many foreskins^ which the Ijraelites had 
not, that he might be fure he killed fo many 
enepnies. And, therefore, y^y?/i&«i» who changes 
the condition from fore-skins to heads, hath, 
with great fubmiffion, very injudicioufly depart- 
ed from the facred text. 

There is pne obvious inference from this 
account, and that is, that the Thilijiine nation 
had not yet praftifed the rite of circumcifton. 

CHAR VIII. 

Saul'i Perfecutions continued. DavidV 
fignal Deliverances. 

AN D now Sauh deteftation of ^avid could 
no longer be kept within the bounds of 
fecret machinations, but broke our into outrages 
infomuch that he communes both with his fon 

E 4 an . 
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and fervants to dcftroy him; or, to fpeak in the 
ftyje of Tacitus^ he dt/clojed his wicked pwpQfe\ 
and^ for that reafon, couU not execute ii"^. 

Surely, nothing could be more providential 
for ^avid^ than that Jonathan was let into the 
fecret. This faithful fricpd fooa earned hioi of 
Kis danger 5 and cautioned him to hific himfeif 
for th^t night in a fecret place^ which they ha4 
agreed upon; afluring him;^ that he would, tljc 
next day, take an occafioa of communing witlv. 
his father about him^i near the place of his con- 
cealment f^j anjl acquaint him. with the iffuc of 
the conference, They met accordingly, and 
Jonathans friendfhig difplayed itfelf in all its. 
glory. 

There is fomethiiig fo powerful in the cor- 
dial, candid, fea(bnable, and affectionate inter- 
ceffion of a true friend, as can hardly bq refilled i 
|s can hardly fail to work its. way ii^to the^ mpft 
obdurate breaft. 

When ty-tf«/ communicated his defign to 
his fcrvants and his ion, Jonathan received it ia 
a^ prudential and w6U^>udg€44ilence$ h^ woaki 
not openly oppofe his father's purppfes, neither 
would he irritate him (now, pFobably, in a paf- 

• Dstfxxt facinui^ fatuus\i$ nonimphmit, 

\ poubtlefs Jonathan chofe this as thfe place of conference 
with Sauly that, i/ hi^ ipverQeflion fljouH prove incffedual, and 
4^W*s anger ihould break out into loud threat5, a^ probably i( 
would, Z)^W might be warned of his danger 5 or, if 5'/7«/ ftiould 
prgve incJforablej, ap^ yet k^ep^bi? pajioji -Mfithin bquids, Jofta^ 
/i&a« hiipfelf might, by fome coraplaiof, or fome fignal ^greec^.oa, 
'give his friend loJne indication or kis'fll fuccefs ; lyhicb, poflibly^ 
(H^ mi^kt ctherwiilbi^od^DO opportunity of commui^katiRg'tobini 
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fion) by an untimely qppofkkHi) he waited^ 
wit^ the patience of a wife phyitcian^ to admir 
nifter his medicine when the patient was in 
beft temper to receive it: he watched his time, 
and the next day, in the cool of the morning, 
drew his father into a retired and fecret confer^ 
ence 5 and then it was, that he urged his inter- 
ceilion with To much fidelity and addreis, added 
i(i a dutiful zeal, and moft becoming concern 
for his father's honour^ that Saut's heact was fof^* 
tened, and his refentments conquered. Hear the 
interceilion of his own words: the text tells 
us, firft, in genera), that he fpake good of hi9 
friend 5 and tlKn added, L^t nat the king fiw 
againft hisjervsnfj^ainfl ^avid , becaufe he 
hath not finned dgatnji thee^ and becaufe his, 
works h^ve been to thee- ward very good; for 
he did put his life in his handy and flew the Thi- 
lifiine^ and the Lord wrought a great fahatian 
for all Ifrael: thou fawefiity and didfl rejoice*^ 
IVkerefore then wilt thm fin againfi innocent 
blood, to fay David without a caufe? 

The intelligent reader will^ I am pcrfoadcd^ 
find, in all the feemiag itmpliciry of this plain 
and (hort interceflion, aJl the ftrcngth of rcafon-^ 
lag, and all the skill and delicacy of addrefs, that 
couldpolSbly be crouded into fo few words.. 
He had much more to fay in T>avid\ favour ;; 
but he well knew, that to enumerate his merits, 
would be to inflame his fathers enmity; and 
therefore, tho' he mention'd Davids merits in . 
general, he infiftcd only upon that flngle point 
in which 4y^«^/himfelf had fome merit, and much 

compla- 
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cotnpIaccQce } and he well knew, that the bare 
remembrance of it would bring baclc to his fa- 
ther's mind the greatnefs and the generoficy of 
the prize propofed, which excited ^aijiits \Zr 
lour J and the felicity and glory of the event, in 
which Saul\i\m(t\i had fo great a (hare. 

Thus he judged; and how rightly he did fo, 
the event fufficiently informs us: And Saul 
(faith the text) hearkened unto the voice of Jo- 
nathan: And Saul fw are ^ As the Lordliveth^ 
he Jball not be Jlain. 

The generous reader will eafily judge^ with 
what a flow of joy Jonathan received this 
aifurancc, and how eagerly he communicated it 
to his friend ; how gladly he brought him back, 
introduced him to his father^ and, in all appear- 
ance, reinftated him in his former favour. 

HowkVER, this gleam of fun (bine lafted not 
long. A new war broke out with the Vhili- 
Jiines: ^avidzgzin commanded in it, and was 
again fuccefsful. A deci/ive battle was fouglit : 
the enemy was defeated with a great flaughter, 
and utterly put to flight ; and ^Javid returned 
to court victorious and fafe 5 and with him Saul's 
%tivyy and its attendant ijpirit. 

David had now too much merit, and too 
many virtues, to be borne any longer 5 and hi 
mud die^ for the fame reafon that, Seneca tells 
us, Gr^chtus Julius did, becaufe he was a better 
man than it was expedient for the tyrant that he 
ftiould be *. His kingdom, he knew, was given 

♦ Sen. de Benef. k 2. c. 2 1 , 

away 
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away to a better man : and who (b eminently a 
better man than himfelf, as ^avid? And now, 
when the evil fpirit from the Lord came upon 
Saul^ he bad recourfe to his ufuai remedy; Da^ 
n)td played^ bat it was to the deaf adder, which 
refufcd to hear the voice of the charmen 

How fad and (hocking a fcene was this! jD4- 
vid labouring, with all his ftudy and skill, to 
relieve Sauh angui{h $ and Saul^ in the fame in* 
fiant, meditating his deftru^ion ! Sitting fullen, 
and determined^ with his javelin in his hand, 
watching his opportunity, and waiting, perhaps^ 
until the power of muHc had fo far calmed hb 
fpirirs, as to ftcady his hand^ he darted hb fpeac 
at T^avid with ail his might, and with fuch 
force, that, he happily declining it^ it pierced an^ 
(tuck into the wail : and T^avidiitA. 

The rcfleding reader cannot fail to obfervc 
and to adore the Providence by which David 
was once more fo ftgnally prote&ed and deli-* 
vered : nor can be well avoid revolving in his 
mind, that very late and folemn oath, by which 
Saul obliged himfelf to abftaii|» from 'Dav$d% 
deftruftion $ in obligation now facrificed to the 
gratification o^ that evil fpirit that reigned 
within him. 

How others have obfcrvcd, I cannot fay 5 but 
I believe it will generally be found true, that, 
whenever we iiKct with any account of a mur* 
derous, a treacherous, a perjured. prince, we may 
exped to be foon informed of fome fignal judg*^ 
ments and chaftifemenrs from God upon him. 
And give me leave to add, that, in the little cir- 
cle 
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etc of my own obfcrv«iOrt, I have vcj*y feldofti 
(if tvct) been difappointed. 

WHfiM Saul had now added perjafy to his 
other evil devices, his coftfdcncc became fearcd> 
and his .dcfigns defperare. "David had cfcapcd* 
to his houfe J but SauPs guards quickly purfucd 
him thither, With exprcfs orders from their 
mafter, to cncompafs it for that night, fo as 
he (hould not efcape, and to day him in the 
morning. , 

And here is the firfl: inftahce of infatuation 
upon his wicked counfcls. If T^avid was to be 
deftroyed) why not that Very night? To what 
purpofc to defer it, unlefs to give David fomc 
better chance for efcaping? which accordingly 
iiame to pafs 5 for Michat, anxious for her hul- 
banid's fefcty, and more fufpkious of danger, ai 
by nature more timorous, either oblervcd or had 
iomc intimation of the aflaffinsthat cncompaflcd 
the houfe, and immediately uraed her husband 
to make his cfcape that initant 5 and to eflPeft if 
the better, flic let him down through a window 5 
and be fled, ^nd*<was delivered. 

This done, her next cire was, how to delude 
his muWerers, arid, by that means,- delay their 
purfuit. She drefled up an image, covered it 
with a clotli, and laid it upon a pillow of goats 
hair, as the text is- commonly underflood 5 or, 
rather, let off the head of it with goats hair re- 
fembHng her husband's^ : and when the aflafflns 
entered to^fecure and to flay David ^ (hetofd 

* The oriental goat is diHioguiflied by t)ie moH fhining sod 
filky hkirin the wcJrid. 

them 
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theoi he was Jick^ and Ihcw^ bnu tp t^i^i as 
they thought, ftrwchcjd ijpoq hU bed, * 

This dqvice put them to a, 94n4-. ^^W 
was lick J and, poilibly, iSW^/ would rather waiK 
the chaace of feeing him carried off by a oacu-* 
ral death, thaa imbruq his ha^nfl^ i^ ^ h^ood of 
his bcnefaaor.T— Murcier i3> I believe, a hatefi»l 
pffice to the b^i^ft fpiriti, but it is dreatdfit^ to 
the b|rave. Aad tho' it be nacurat to think thiS 
worft 9/ mea employed in fi^h offices, yet it i$ 
obvious to imagine,, tloat they were well enoogH 
piqafed to have the ,nu(ter rc;initted to theif 
maAer, and to wait for n^w orders liippn an 
ai^airof fo much inaporUAce^ ao^ fuch.difijicull 
determination. 

They did fo Tand were, fooo iemand;e4t ^ith 
exprei^ orders, to bring Tiavid in Iiis bed> ficit 
as he wa^, to Saul^ that h^ mi^^ht hjivc the crufi 
fatisfa^Lonof (laying him wi)thhisownh^(»d^.: 
Wh^n they returned upon this errand, they 
fbon difcovered the cheat that Mscka^iaM put 
upon them, and found the image inftcad of 
David. 

The bloodincfs of Sauh intention makes it 
eafy to conjedure the fury of his rcfcntmcnr, 
upon thediiappointment of his horrid purpofe: 
he expoftulated with Michal upon the deceit put 
upon her father, and the cfcape contrived for his 
enemy 5 both which fte cxcufed by another ar- 
tifice 5 pleading neceflity, and the imminent 
danger oif her life, if (he declined lending Da- 
vid her afliftance. 

Michal 
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MlCHAL is obferved by critics to have nothing 
virtuous or valuable in her charader "^^ except 
this infianee of cbnjugal fidelity and affedlon } 
and yet even this is very much obfcurcd by that 
^rofs fal(hood, which, to difguife it to her father^ 
diigraced her husband. How much nobler and 
more amiable was that honcft veracity of the 
wife of Polyxenus^ who, being reproached by 
her brother T>ionyfius^ the Sicilian tyrant, for 
being confcious to her husband's flight without 
difcovering it, tho' (he knew he was accufcd of 
treafon againft him $ asked the tyrant, Whether 
he could think her fo degenerate, as to know of 
her husband's flight, without (baring ail the dan- 
ger of it with him ? 

However, thisconduA of Mickal {\x%%t^% a 
fairoccafton of refleding once more upon the 
infatuation of £4i^'s counfels : that very daugh- 
ter which he gave to David as a bait and a fnarc, 
is now made the fure and only means of his 
prefervatton. 

* She 18 fuppofed by Tome to have been an idolatrefs* by the 
teraphim which deceived ^auP% meflengers ; and flie after re- 
f reached her husband with his dancing in honour of God. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

AConjeSiure concerning the Circumflances 
of this Efcape^ grounded on the xviii* 
Pfalm \fubmittedtQ the candid Reader^ 
the Tempeft dejcribed in this Pfalm^ 
compared with that of Virgil in the 
firft Georgic. 

Y H E indulgent reader will, 1 hope, allow me, 
at leaft pardon mc, in a conjedure that a 
considerable parth of the xviii^^ Tfalm may refct 
to the efcape recounted in the tail chapter: I 
mean from the ift to the 29th verfe incluHve. 

That the 29th vcrfe refers to this cfcapc, can, 
I think, be no permanent doubt with any maa 
that compares it with the foregoing hiftory : By 
thee I have run through a troops and by my God 
have I leaped ovtr a wall. 
. When Michal let David down thro' a win- 
dow, (fuppofe it a back- window, as, in all pro- 
bability it was) and fuppofe a back- wall to be 
leaped over> he was flill in a city $ and there was 
no poflibility of cfcaping, without leaping over 
the city wall, as well as (lipping through the city- • 
watch : he never was under the fame ncccffity 
at any other time, that we know of 1 and there* 
fore this verfe muft have reference to this time. 

This then may, I think, be numbered among 
what the mathematicians call datas that is con^ 

fcQU 
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fcficd and granted truths : and^ for my part, I 
can fee no reafon, why a fair candid hiftorian 
fhould not be allowed the liberty indulged to 
mathematician^, to deduce, from one confefled 
truth, fuch confequences and difcoveries as na- 
turally arife from thence. Sinccj then, the lat- 
ter part of this verfc plainly refers to this time, 
and to this alone , why may we not reaftmably 
conclude, that the former part of the fame vcrfe 
or fcntence (for if is but one fcntence) relates 
to it alfo? And, indeed,! think it hardly poffi- 
ble, that David fhould refer to two different 
times and tranfaftibhs in one and the feme fen- 
fence* Now, if they both refer to the fame 
tianfadion, there is but one of two things to be 
undcrftood by itf and that is, that the troop 
^avid now ran through, was either the city- 
guard, or a troo^ fent by Saul to purfuc him. 
If you fuf4)ofe it any city-guafd of watch, is it to 
be imagined, but that they alio would purfue 
him i and, on the other hand, is an^y thing more 
credible, than that Saul, as fooi> as he heard of 
David's efcape, mimcdiately fent out parties in 
purfuit of him ? 

David, upon finding his houfe encompaffed 
by armed men^ had recourfe, as ufual, to God: 
and the fum of his prayer on that occafion is MM 
recorded in the ixix^ii pfalm. This took up fome 
time 5 he had his own fervants to deceive, as well 
as the aflaffins 5 fome time muft be taken up to pre- 
pare for his efcape, and he muft wait until the 
hrects were cleared 5 it muft be late in the night be- 
fore he could make his efcape. He was alone, and 
• in 
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in the dark. To whom could he fly? and in 
whom Could he confide ? Danger creates diftruft^ 

and diftruft delay. Saul had reafon enough 

to believe he could not be got off very far 5 his 
fury inflamed his hopes, and his hopes winged 
his minifters. 

Taking it for granted then, that David 
Was now purfued, a confiderablc part of this 
pfalm is a plain narrative of his danger, and his 
deliverance by a very e>Jtraordinary interpofition 
of Providence, 

His enemies^ after fomc tinic, came up to 
hin^, and encompaffed him : he then gave him- 
felf up, as now in the very arms of death. How 
nobly and how poetically is this diftrefs painted 
in the 4th and 5th verfcs of this pfalm! The /\ 
tords of death incompaffed mCy and the floods 
of ungodly men made me afraid. The cords 
, t>f hell Jur rounded me \ the fnares of death fre^ 
rented me 

He then cried out to God for relief; and 
God, who never failed him, fent out his thun- 
der, a tempeft, and an earthquake 1 which ansazcd, 
affrighted, and difperfed his enemies, and deli- 
vered him out of his diftreis. How glorioufly, 
and beyond all poetic comparifon, are this earth- 
quake, tempeft, and thunder dcfcribcd, in the- 
7th, 8th, 9th, loth, iith, I2th, ijrh, 14th, 
and ifth verfcs of this pfalm! 

I KNOW but one dc'criprion in the whole 
compafs of Heathen poetry, that defcives once 
to be named vvithit ; and that is f^trgil's noble * 
dcfcription of a tempeft, in tlic firft of his 

WoL. !• F Georgicsy 
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GeofgicSy and to mc the noblcft effort of hi* 
genius! The claffic reader will not, I hope, 
tiiink much to indulge me a few moments in a 
Ihort coniparifon and critic upon them both. 

David's account of the tempeft which fcat- 
tered his enemies, and delivered him, ftands 
thus: 

Pfal. xviii. Ver. <?. In my diftrefs I called 
upon the Lardy and cried unto my God. He 
heard my voice out of his temple : my cry in his 
preftnce entered into his ears. 

Ver. 7. And the earth trembled and fiooky and 
the foundations of the mountains trembled and 
were tojfedy becaufe he was wroth. 

Ver. 8. Smoke afcendtdfrom his noJlrilSy and 
fire devoured from his mouth ^ coals were kindled 
at it. 

Ver. 9 . And he bowed the heavens^ and came 
down\ and darknefs was under his feet. 

Ver. I o. And he rode upon a cherub j and flew i 
and flew fwift on the wings of the wind^. 

Ver. w. tie made darknefs his fecret placCy 
his pavilion rqund about him the darknefs of 
waters in the clouds of heaven. 

Ver. 1 2. At the brightnefs before himhis clouds 
paffcd away f j hailflones and coals of fire. 

• How admirably docs the found of the original fentence corrcv 
fppnd to the fenfe ! let the Englijb i^sAtt judge : 

Al canphe ruah 
On the wings of the wind. 

I never could read thefe words, but I imagined I heard the clang 
©f a 'wing. 
\ •(• Abbai'v ahheruy 

His clouds pafTed, 

Ver. 
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Vcr. 13. And the Lord thundered in the hea- 
vens, and the Moft High gave his voice % hail- 
Jiones and coals of fire. 

Vcr. 14. Andhefent out his arrows, and tore 
and dijperfed tk em 5 and multiplied his lights 
ninf^Sy and confounded them ^. 

Vcr. I f. The beds of waters appeared i the 
fmndations of the world were uncovered^ at 
thy rebuke^ O Lords at the blaji of the breath of 
thy nojtrils. 

ViRGiL*s Tempeft is well known : 

&f^ etiam immenfum calo venit agmen aquarum^ 

Et fadam glomerant tempeft at em imbribus atris 

CoUeSla ex alto nubes. Ruit arduus ^ether^ 

Et pluvia ingentifata lata boumque labor es 

Biluit. Implentur fofflf^ 6f cavaflumina crefct^nt 

Cumfonitu^ fervetque fretis fpirantibus aquor. 

Ipfe Pater ^ media nimborum in no£le^ corufca 

Fulmina molitur dextra. ^o maxima motu 

Terra tremit : fugire fers \ &? mortalia cor da 

Per gentes b $imilis ftravit pavor. Ble flagranti 

Aut Atho» aut Rhodopen, aut alta Ceraunia /</; 

Deficit. Ingeminant auftrij ^ denfiffimus imber 

Nunc nemora ingenti vento^ nunc litora plangit. I ^ ' S' 

These noble lines are thus tranflated with 
uncommon Ipirit, clofenefs, and juftncfs, by ah 
anonymous author, in a work intituled Firgils 
Husbandry \ or, ^n EJfay on the GeorgicSy 
Lond. J725. 

• Vbirakim rabh wajehummim. If the rattling and pom/ding of 
tbundkr be not better jexpreiTsd b/thefe words, than any I trU 
kcard^ I mad own I have no notion of the fignificsoicy of ibunds 
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Oftfrvm abovt defcends a troop of floods ; 
Oft gather from the deep the thickening clouds ; 
T>own rufh thejkies^ and with impetuous rain 
Wafb out the ox^s teiU andfweep away the grains 
The dikes arefilVd^ no bounds the torrents keep-, 
Jnd with the breathing furges boils the deep : 
jimidfi a night of clouds^ his glittering fire. 
And rattling thunder^ hurls tPetetnd Sire : 
Far fhakes the- earth: beaftsfly^ and mortal hearts 
, Tale fear dejeSls : he, with refulgent darts. 
Or Rhodope, or AthoV lofty crown, 
Orjleep CerauniaV cliffs, ftrikes headlong down : 
The rains xondenfe^ more furious Aufter roars •, 
Now with vafi winds the woodSy now lajhes he th€ 

\fbores. 

Mr. Drvden's trandation is more difFufcd: 
but the reader will perceive how much he 
thought fomc of David's ideas would adorn iu 

And oft whole fbeets defcend offluicy rain, 
Suckd by the fpongy clouds from off the main : 
The lofty Jkies at once come pouring down. 
The pr-oms^d crop^ and golden labours^ drown. 
The dikes ar-efiiVd, and with a roaring found '1 
The rifing riy^s float the nether ground ; > 

And rocks the bellowing voice of boiling feas rebouJul.j 
The Father of the Gods his glory fhrofuds. 
Involved in tempefts, and a night of clouds j 
And^ from the middle darknefs, flafhing out 
Byflts, he deals his fiery bolts about. 
Earth feels the motions of her angry God-, 
Her intrails tremble, and her mountains nod ^ 
• And flying beafts in forefls feek abode : 
Deep horror feizes ev*ry human breaft\ 
Their pride is humbled^ ^ and their fear confefs^d : 

mnk 
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While be from high his rollit^ ihunder throws^ 
^nd fires the mountains with repeated blowi : 
The rocks are from their old foundations rent: 
The winds redouble^ and the rains augment : 
The waves on heaps are dafh^d againfi thefhorey 
And now the woods and now the billows roar. 

The learned reader hath now bwh defai* 
prions fairly before him, -and will fupply, from 
his own better judgment, what is dcfcaive in 
each tranflation. I fhall beg leave to point out 
the beauties of both 5 and when I have done fo, 
the reader will determine for himfelf. 

Vcr. 6. He heard my voice eut of his temple. 
Can there be a nobler idea, than toconfider the 
heavens as the temple of God ! This temple en- 
cpmpaflcs the univcrfe, and there 'the whole 
creation are in the prefcncc of their Maker. 

Ven 7, &c. He was wroth, and ^e earth 
trembled and fbook.* — He bowed the heavensy 

and came down. He rode upon a cherub.—^ 

He flew upon the wings of the wind. — -He 
made darknefs his pavilion, — At the bright^ 
nefs before him his clouds pajfed away. 

T H E grandeur of thefc ideas \% much cafier 
conceived than explained 

What poetry ever equalled the magnificence 
of this ftylc! What ideas of the Divinity does 
it infpire! What muft we think of that mighty 
Being, at whofe wrath the earth trembles, and 
the heavens arc humbled at hrs feet! Angels and 
winds his vehicles! His voice is thunder-^ and 
lightnings the kindling of his breath I His Ma- 
jelly veiled in darknefs s and yet even lb, the 

F 3 clouds 
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clouds pajjtng away, at the glory that went 
before him ! 

In Virgil^ Jupiter ^ in the dark centre of his 
(howers, deals aboat his thunders with his flame- 
ing right-hand : earth trembles at the mighty 
motion 5 the beafts of the forcft fly 5 and hum- 
ble fear proftrates the haughty heart of man. 

Nothing can be more nobly terrible, thaa 
the former part of this defcription, nor more 
afFcding and touching than the laft ! For my owa 
parr, I never read it, but my blood was curdled, 
and my pride quelled. 

He goes on:- — '^ He (that is Jupiter) beats 
^^ down AtkCj or Rhodope, or the lofty Cerau^ 
" nian promontory, with his red-hot bolts: — • 
^' The winds double, and the (howers thicken j 
^^ the forefts and the fliores refound." 

Yau kf the lightnings fly, in this defcription. 
You hear the rattling of the thunder in that 
noble line (and the beginning of the next) ; 

Jut Atho, <iul Rhcxlopen, auf cU^ Ceraunia tela 
Vejicit : 

You hear the crafli of the falling mountains; the 
thickening ftiowcr patters in your ears, and the 
tempcft roars. 

All this is, unqueftionably, noble: but 

the reader will obferve this eflcntial and truly 
poetic ditfcrence between the two defcriptions ; 
that ill Vtrgily every thing but the thunder is 
natural adion \ and even that is aded and wielded 
with dreadful forcc^ the cffcd of which moticui 
is an earthquake. 
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In ^avidj the \^hoIe univcrfe is animated at 
the prefence of God, affrighted at his wraths 
and obedient to his beck ! God is angry i and 
the earth trembles 3 and coals kindle at his 
breathy and hail-ftones fly before him. 

Virgil's Jupiter wields his thunders; Je- 
hovah commands his, and they obey. Jupiter 
deals about his bolts in the attitude of an heated 
hero i or, to fpeak more properly, a giant of 
rcflftlefs ftrength! Jehovah but fends out his 
arrows \ they know what to do 5 they tear and 
difperfe^ and his lightning confounds. 

Jupiter is angry, and he beats down a 
mountain ! J e h o v a H is wroth, and the earth 
feels it; and tht foundations of the mountains 
are to^edto andfroy tremble and fhake like the 
joints of an affrighted man ! At one blaft of his 
breath the ocean opens to her deepeft chanels; 
and the foundations of the earth are bared before 
him. 

In a word i Virgih defcription is truly noble j 
but T)avid^% beyond all expreflion grand ! 

To all this may be added, that "David wrote 
firft : and if Ovid read MofeSy poflibly Virgii 
read David. I believe he read Davidy becaufc 
I am fure he read Ifaiah. 

This, at leaft, muft be allowed, that earths 
quakes are not the natural effeds of thunder. 
They are united in Davids defcription, and fp 
they are in Virgil's : they are the effed of God s 
wrath, in Davids they arc the effcds of the 
angry motion of Jupiter's right hand, in VirgiK 
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It muft alfo be owned, that Virgth Jupiter ^ 
in a night of clouds, is very like ^avias Jehq- 
Vah, encompafled with darknefi in the waters 
of the clouds of heaven! In this, indeed, Jeho- 
vah has the advantage, that his glory cannot 
be wholly (hrpuded 5 fomc gleams of it ftill flafh 
out as he paffes, and difpel the clouds. 

I BEG to conclude with one (horr obfervatloq, 
and that is, that the painting in the 12th and 
13th verfes of this pfalm, is, to my imagination, 
by much the fineft I ever faw in poetry : — -^ 
Jit the brightnefs before him his clouds pajfed 
aw^y I hail- ft ones and coals of fire. 

j4nd the Lord thundered in the heavens ^ and 
the Mojl High ^ave his voice 5 hail-ftones and 
coals of fire. The poet was too tranfported to 
wait for auxiliary verbs, and cpnncfting parti- 
cles! The defcriptipn is to me a noble pifturc, 
in which the gufts of hail, and flaflies of fire, 
burft out from the clouds with as much fpirif 
and. force as in a re?! tcmpeft. 

It is now time to return, and rpfume th^ 
thread of our hiftory. 

When Saul found, that T>avid had intirely 
cfcaped the purfuers, he fummoned a council, 
(whether the fanhedrim^ or what is now under- 
flood by a privy council, or a more general 
council of the flates, is hard to fay) that he might 
opprcfs him more fecurcly under the fanftion of 
their judgment: they met accordingly, and made 
no fcruple to ratify thepleafurc of their prince by 
their wicked decifions. This decifion, as Dr. Pa- 
trick thinks, and tlic title of tlxc pfalm imports, 

is 
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is what ^avid x^pvovcs in the firft vcrfc of the 
Iviiit*^ pfaltn : T^o ye indeed [peak right edufnefs^ 
congregation ? Do ye judge uprightly^ Q ye 
fonsofmen? 

From "[Davids calling them the congregation^, 
it is probable, that this was a general council of 
the people 5 and, from this time, all Saul's at- 
tempts and machinations againft T^avid had all 
the warrant and authority of a public national 
profccution. 



CHAR X, 

Payid fliei to Samuel to Ramah. Saul 
furfues him thither. What enfued ' 
thereupon. David returns to ^ Jona- 
than at Gibeah, and is again obliged 
to fly • Their folemn Covenant and 
ex^uifite Diflrefs at farting. 

DAVID J once more delivered, fjics to RiL- 
mah to Samueli by whom, in all probabi- 
lity, he hoped to be prpteftcd, or, at leaft, con- 
cealed for a feafon. 

Flying to the prophet, was flying to the 
more immediate proteftion of Almighty God j 
and Gop, in whom t^e confided, failed him not j 
For Samuel^ to whom he related the whole train 
of SauPs treacheries, and the divine deliverances^^ 
jf ccivcd an4 rctiirncd with him to his prophetic 
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college ztNaiothi where he hoped to find a 
fanduary for him, from the privileges antiently 
indulged to that facred retreat, and, indeed, to 
all men of that facred charader, (and all under 
their protcftion) where-ever civility prevailed 
over the face of the earth *• But Saul was now 
too far gone in his enmity to God and goodneis^ 
to be fwayed by fuch confiderations ; for no 
fooncr did he learn, that David was at Naioth^ 
but he immediately fentmelfcngers to take him. 
They went J and when they arrived, they found 
the facred aflcmbly, under the immediate influ- 
ence of the Spirit of God, prophcfying, and Sa- 
i»«^/prefiding over them : and, to conviiice that 
intidel tribe, that thefe prophefyings were no 
fanatic delufions, or efforts of enthuHafm, they 
themfelves were feized with the fame facred in- 
fluence, and prophefied alfo. And when this 
was told Sduly he fent other meffengers again and 
again ^ and they alfb were fubdued by the fame 
Spirit of God. . At laft he went himfelf 5 inquir- 
ing, as he went on, where Samuel and ^avid 
were ? And, being informed at the great well of 
Secku (where there was a great refort of perfons 
to draw water) that they were at Naioth in Ra-^ 
tnahj he prcfled forward in queft of them. And 
as he proceeded, Gop, to fhew that his power is 
neither confined to pljce nor petfons, that the 
prophefyings at Naioth were owing to no influ- 
ence of example, to no intoxicating vapours, oc 
temperature of the air^^ (as was fufpefted of fomc 

♦ S^^ Grot, de Jure Belli tf Tacis^ 1. 3. C. \ U 
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of the oracles of old) feized him alfo with hi* 
facrcd influence, long before he reached Naioth^ 
and conduded him under it to the aifembly of 
the prophets 5 where, forgetting his bloody pur- 
pofe, he put off his robes of royalty, and mili- 
tary apparatus, and prophcfied in the prcfcncc of 
Samuel^ and continued under a yery diftinguiflied 
influence of •the Spirit of God that whole day 
and night : He lay down naked *, (fays the text) 
in the fame fenfe that Tacitus calls the Germans 
naked, rejeSia vejle fuperiore^ when they had 
thrown off their upper garments which now 
gave new occafion to the repetition of that pro- 

• Mr. H(nviT% comment upon this paflage [flift, V *^* ^^^^ 
vol. ii. b. 5. p. 18, 19. is weil worth noticing: " The words of 
f < the original (fays l|e) which are rendered nakeJ^ fignify often 
*< nothing elfe buc to have a part of the body uncovered, as their 
*' verfions tranflate it, 2 Sam. vi. 20. or, to be without a gown or 
** upper garment, fuch as the Eafttms and Romans wore. We 
<* need but confider the circumftances which Ifaiab and St. Johm 
*' remark, when they fpake of naktdnefsy to be perfuaded, that 
^* they did not mean a being altogether naked : for God com- 
f:* mande4 Ifaiab to put off his fackcloth ; and to go barefoot for 
^' three years ; pnly to denote, that the Egyptians and Arabians 
** were to be carried ^way captive in the iame manner by the 
** JJfyrians, But it was never the cuftom to ftrip captives alto- 
f' getber paked, but only to itrip them of their bed cloaths, and 
** to give them worfe and fhorter, that they might be the more fit 
'^ for fervice, as SanQim and Orotius have obferved. Beiides, it is 
f* not probable, that Ifaiab could have lived three whole years 
** without any cloaths to cover hiin. We mgft therefore render, it 
** that Saul ^ript himfelf of his upper garment^ and lay almoj!b 
** naked on the ground. In the fame fenfe that Jurelius Vi&Qr^ 
f ' fpeaking of thQfe who were fent to Lucius ^uinius Cincinnatus, 
** to bring him to the fenace to be made didlatpr, fays, that they 
'' found him naked, ploughing on the other fide of the 77^^. For 
** it were ridiculous to imagine, that he was altogether naked. And 
^* Titus Livius^ relating the fame ftory, obfef ves, that he called tp 
^' his wife Rucca for bis gown^ or toga'^ that he mi^ht appear fit 
il to accpjn>pany them.*' 
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ircrbial taunt againii him^ Is Saulalfo among tJbe 
fTOphetsi 

DauBTLE^s Saul (with the wits and flatterers 
of his court) had, in the fulnc(s of his libertine 
fpirit, often turned T^avid^ and the prophetic 
choir, to which be had affociatcd himfelf, to 
abundant ridicule! and now the ridicule is re- 
torted upon himfelf : a ridicule, which (as Eraf- 
mus obferves) is properly applied tp any man 
who is unfitly aflbciated. * 

Whilst Saul continued under this influence 
of the Holy Spirit, T)avid returned from Ra^ 
mah to Qiheah^ where the court then refided, 
and where "Jonathan is believed to have been 
governor : here he had recourfe to his faithful 
friend for aid and advice in his prefent exigency} 
Jicre he expoftulated with him upon the cruelty 
of his father's periecution^ and endeavoured to 
find out the caufe of it. 

Jonathan gave him all the confolation h9 
could; and probably confiding, more than he 
ought, in the finccrity of Sauh converfion, from 
the late miracle wrought upon him, endeavoured 
to pcrluadc 'David^ that no more mifchicf wa$ 
meant him 5 inalmuch as his father, who con^ 
cealcd nothing from him, had not given him 
the leaft hint of any fuch intention. But this, 
far from afl'uring Davidy confirmed him the 
morp in the perfuafion of fome fccret dcfigns 
Jaid againft him, which were induftrioufly con- 
i:caled from Jonathan^ from a perfuafion, that 
his fricndlhip would difcover them to 'David ^ 
And David fware (i Sam, xx, 3.} moreover:, 

and 
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and /aid J Thy father certainly kmwetb, that I 
have found grace in thy eyes $ and he fait h^ Let 
not "Jonathan kndw thiSy left he be grieved"^ : 
but truly ^ as the Lordliveth^ and as thyfiul liv- 
ethy there isbut aftep between me and death. 

To this Jonathan replied; That he was ready 
to do every thing that l)avid$ heart dcfired, for 
his fafety. 

Upon this, it was agreed, that the next day, 
bfcing the feftlvai of tht New Moon, at which 
time "Davids attendance would be expefted, if 
Saul (houia inquire for him, Jonathan fhould 
anfwer, that he had, at his earncft requcft, given 
him leave to attend an annual family facriiice 
then held at Bethlehem. If the king acqaicfccd 
in that excufe, they were to conclude, that all 
was well; if not, that evil was determined 
againft David. 

David added, that, ih ading thus, Jonathan 
would give him a fure proof of his friendlhip, 
and inviolable adherence to that covenant, which 
they had mutually confirmed by folcmn oaths : 
but, if Jonathan dccliVKd doing thi^, he then 
begged, that, if he were confcious of any guilt 
in him that deferved death, he would flay him 
himfclf ; that he might have the fatisfaftion of 
dying by the hand of his friend, and not be ex** 
pofed to the rage of his cruel father : If there 

• The reader will obfervc a iingular delicacy in this expreffioh: 
the honour Da'vid had for Jonathan^ would not let him put any 
exprcifion into the mouth of his father, which fhould imply the 
\uSi diftruft of his fqn: and therefore he gives it quite another 
turn ; as if 5a«/ concealed his deiigns upon David from Jonathan^ 
only to avoid aiHi^ing him^ 

be 
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be in me iniquity (fays hc),^/ me thyfelh for 
why Jbouldft thou bring me to thy fat her 1 

This he faid in the fulnefs of friendly afilic^ 
tion 5 as the Japonefe at this day, when their 
friends are doomed to die, flay them with theiF 
own hands^ thinking it infamous to fall by the 
hand of a common executioner : tho' ^aviits 
requcft had, I think, more of Phadras wi(h in 
it, to die by the hand of that perfon who was 
deareft to him. And Jonathan io underftood it$ 
for we find this tender expre^on touched hioi 
to the quick, and he immediately cried out. Far 
be it from me! afluring Davidy at the fame 
time, that, far from dcftroying him himfelf, if 
he knew any evil defigns of his father againft 
him, he would certainly difcover them. David 
then asked, fupppfing there were fuch defigns, 
and Jonathan Ihould come to the knowledge of 
them, what method could he take of informing 
him? To this Jonathan, having hit upon a con- 
trivance that would cfFed what he defircd, only 
replied, by defiring him to walk out into the 
fields with him i and, as they paifcd along, his 
generous heart, filled with all the tenderncfs of 
fricndfliip, and touched with the appearance of 
his being fufpcdcd by T>avidy broke out into 
that tender profcffion of his integrity, and pa-r 
thctic appeal to Almighty God for it, which no- 
thing ever yet equalled : O Lord God of Ifrael^ 
when I have founded my fat her ^^ about to-mor- 
row any time, or the third day ^ and^ behold, if 
there be good toward^avid, and I then fend 
not unto thee, and Jhew it thee, the Lord do fo,, 

and 
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and much mare to Jonathan : but if it pleafe 
my father to do thee evih then I will Jhew it 
thee^ and fend thee away^ that thou may eft go i?i 
peace '^ and the Lord be with tbee^ as be bath been 
with my father. 

He theii proccfeds, m the fulncfi of his friend- 
[hip for him, and in full aflUrance, that ^avid 
would one d^y fill the throne which God intended 
for him, to oblige him once more to ratify the 
covenant which they had mutually fworn : ^nd 
thou fhalt not only, while yet 1 live, fhew me the 
kindnefs of the Lordy that I die not; but alfo^ 
tboujbalt not cut off tby kindnefs from my boufe 
for ever. 

How tender a fcnfc had Jonathan of that 
fricndfhip which he thus wifhcs to perpetuate ! 
How unfpcakabic a gcncrofity, to ftipularc for 
his own life, with that man, whofe life was^then 
abfolutcly in his power ! interceding, that his 
children might not be confidered as enemies to 
him : Thou (halt not cut off thy kindnefs from 
my boufe for ever ^ no not when the Lord hath 
cut off the enemies of David every one from the 
face of the earth : concluding all with that re- 
markable and undiftinguifhing imprecation j Let 
the Lord even require it at the hand of 2)^- 
vids enemies. 

When Jonathan had thus ended the covenant 
on bis part, he prcflfes 2)^w^, in atranfport of 
tendcrnefs, to confirm it anew ; to oblige him 
once more, from the delight he took in his 
fricndfhip, to give him new affurances of it 5 
again to bind it to him by oath : And Jonathan 

caufed 
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caufed^avid to (wear again (fays the cext), be^ 
caufe he loved him '^ for he loved him as his ewn 
foul. Whoever knows what it is to love, will 
need no better proof , of it* 

They then agreed, that ^avid might go 
down to Bethlehem for three days 5 at the end 
of which he fhould return to his former place of 
concealment, near the ftone of Ezel^ and tarry- 
there until Jonathan gave him a fignai either to 
appear or fly. 

The fignai agreed on was this, that Jonathan 
fhould, at the time appointed, walk into the fields 
as it were to (hoot at a mark % and when he had 
fiiot three arrows, if he called ^to the lad that 
gathered up the arrows, to tell him, they werd 
on this fide of him, then David might return 
to court; for that fhould be a fignal that all was 
well, and no evil intended him : but if he (hould 
call to the lad, that the arrows were beyond 
him, then was he to fly as faft as he could, as 
juftly fearing the worft. 

As Jonathan could not tell how he might be 
watched and followed into the field, fo as to be 
precluded from all poflibility of Communing 
with his friend, there was a necefllty of their 
agreeing upon fome fecret fignal, that might be 
unintelligible to others; and when they had 
done fo, Jonathan concludes all with a new ad- 
drcfs to Almighty Goo, that he would perpetu- 
ate the covenant eftablilhed between them. 

According as they had forcfeen, fo it fell 
out; when the feaft of the New Moon came 
on, Saul and his company fat down to meat. 

And 
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And as there feems to be fome allufton to 
the anticnt way of eatings in the account wc 
have of it, it will not, I hope, be amils to de- . 
fcribc ic more particularly. 

The text tells us no more than this, that the 
king fat upon his feat J as at other times^ even 
upon a feat by the iSQalL From whence the 
learned conclude, that the table was fct, after the 
anticnt manner, in a half circle: and Saul^ as was 
meet, fcated himfclf (for the way of reclining at 
meat was nor yet introduced) at the middle and 
tnoft honourable part of it 5 which, from the na-. 
turc of the thing, was the part next the wall. 

The text adds, that Jonathan ziok^ and 
;4^r^r fat upon Saul's Mzi and therefore, it is 
probable, that Jonathan's riling was to give place 
to his uilcle. From this alfo it is eafy to infer, 
that the table was femicircular ; for otherwifc 
Saul^s place would have had no didindion, iince 
Abnery who fat by his fide, would alfo have fat 
by the wail as well as he. 

In this fituation, it was eafy to fee, that 
David's place, which, probably, was next to 
Jonaihany was empty 5 which though Saul well 
bbferved, he paflcd over in filence the firft day, 
concluding he was prevented by fomc legal pol- 
lution : but) as this fcaft, through the uncer- 
tainty of the moon's appearance, was always kept 
two days*, Saul^ finding David's place agaia 

• The Ni^ Moon was proclaimed according to its appearance ; 
and the appearance being uncertain, fometiznes in the morning/ 
ibroetimes in tbe evening, at noon, or at midnight^ therefore they- 
obferved.two days in honour of it. 

_yoL. I. . G ; ; cn^pty, 
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empty, the next day inquired oi Jonathan^ why 
the fon of JeJ}e \('a5 abfcnt both that day and 
the day before* 

Jonathan anfwcrcd, as was aigreed oft, 
that be had earned ly begged leave to attend the 
family-facrificc at Bethlehem \ and that his htoh 
rhcr had commanded him^ in his father's name, 
to attend at it i and therefore he had codfentai 
to let him go^ which was the leafon of his 
abfence* 

At the heating of this, Sanh anger kindled 
into a furious rage, which broke out into btttet 
reproadies upon his fon ; charging him at once 
with folly, rebellion, and perverfencfe } ntgthgy 
that he had chofen the fon of Jeffe to his own 
confufton, and the confufion of his mother's na^ 
kedneis 9 by this reproach alperftng his very birth, 
as if (o degenerate a fon could not be his, buc 
the offspring of his mother's gurlt, the iffuc of 
a criminal commerce with fome other man f 
adding, that, as long as the fon of jfeffe lived^ 
neither he nor his kingdom (hould be eflablifhed; 
and concluding wkh a peremptory command, ta 
lend inftantly, and fetch ^avui to him^ for that 
he fhould furely die« 

This cruel treatment, concluding in fo cruel 
a command, got the better of Jonathans tem-» 
pen Thofe quick quefiions wherewith he replies 
upon his father, Wbetefore Jhall be die? and, 
ffljut bath Le done? fulticiently evince this, 
Bdides, the text adds, that ke arofe from the 
table in f tree anger: at which, San/y inccnfcd 
beyond all bounds caught up a javelin, and darted 

it 
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It at hirn i which "Jonathan (probably upon his 
guard, as expe^ing no Icfs) happily cfcaped. 

If it be asked, how it came to pais, that Saul 
always had his fpear la readinefs, (as on this and 
bthcr occafidns) to execute his evil purports ? I 
anfwcr^ that fpears were the fceptres of thofc ages> 
which the kings always carried in their hands. 

THAt they always carried their fceptres in"* 
their hands, appears from Homer. And that 
thofc fceptres were fpears, is evident from the 
^jdbook oiyuftiri% Hijiory^ c. 3. where, fpeak- 
iogof ihcfirft ageof the Romans^ which, Dr. jP^- 
trick thinks, was about the age of Sau/^ he tells 
us, that as yet in thofc times kings had fpears as 
cnfigns of royalty, which the Greeks called 
fceptres. And PauJaniaSj in his B/eotics^tdls us, 
that the kings of yfrj^os called their fceptres fpears. 

The treatment which Jonathan received, was 
a fuificient indication of what T^avid was to ex* 
ped 5 and both thefc, his forrow for his friend, 
and Ihame of the indignities he himfelf endured, 
turned that day's feflival into a day of abftinencc 
and mortification with "Jonathan: however, the 
difgrace and chagrin he was in, gave him a bet^ 
^cr pretence for retiring and fecluding himfelf 
from company, and confcquently a better oppor- 
tunity of keeping his appointment with David 
Jc(s obferved. He went out into the field next 
morning, attended only by one lad, who carried 
his arrows, and when he had directed the lad * 
rewards the place to -which he ^tmed his arrows, 
as the lad hafted thither, he fhot an arrow be- ^ 
yond him 5 commanding him, at the fame time, 

G 2 '' ♦ (5^ T 
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(as the lad apprehended) to make all the difpatch 
he could; but, in reality, cautioning T^avidlo 
cfcapc, and make the beft of his way. However^ 
finding the coaft was clear^ and eager to have one 
moment's enjoyment of his friend, he difpatched 
his attendant with all the fpeed he could to the city. 

When the lad was gone, T)avid came forth 
* from the oppofitc fide of the rock * 5 and, op- 
preflfed at once with tendernefs to his friend, 
gratitude to his benefador, and veneration for 
his prince, he fell on his face, and bowed him- 
felf three times to the earth before him : they 
then fell into one another's arms, embraced, and 
wept over each other with a diftrefs that is not 
to be dclcribcd, until T^avid exceeded. 

It is juflly obfcrvcd, that the noblcft minds 
are, like the noblcft metals, eafily melted 5 and 
the antients, with good reafon, made this one 
mark of true generofiry. From hence thofc 
poetic, became alio proverbial cxprefllons, 'A^a- 
S'ol J^' d^S'oLytpves avS'pes f- Etfaciles mot us mens 
generofa capit * *. 

Commentators account fox the excels 
Qi Davids diftrefs on this occafion, from the la- 
mentable profpcft of his exile from his family, 
from his friends, and, it m^y be, from the peo- 
ple of God. But we ftiould remember, that 
commentators are not always the beft judges of 
true hcroifm. ^avidy I am perfuaded, had a heart 
too brdvc to be funk, by fuch fclfilh confiderations. 

* Jonathan difcharged his arrows on the north fide of the 
rock ; and the text tells us, that Dwvid arofe out of the fouth ; 
he avoided (hooting on the fide Da<vid lay, for fear of adifcovery^ 

'+ The good are quickly melted into tears. 

y The gcnVous inind is tafy to be mov'd. ^ t Tw 
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If the generous reader will allow himfclf to 
determine this point from the fcntiments of his 
own breaft, I dare believe he will not hefitatc 
one moment to pronounce, that it was the fcnfc, 
not of his own diftrefs, but of Jonathan's gcne- 
rofity, that overwhelmed Davtd. He was now 
leaving, perhaps taking his laft leave of, that 
man, who, though he knew David flood be- 
tween him and a throne, yet had often iavcd his 
life, and was now juft come from faving it again, 
at the imminent hazard of his own ! 

And how was he leaving this unvaluable friend > 
he was Ijcaving him to the rage of a furious 
incenfed father, who would not fait to deftroy 
him, for the very kindncfe he was then (hewing 
to Davidy if ever it fhould come to this know* 
ledge. 

Where is the heart that could be infenfible? 
Where is the heart that muft not fink under this 
diftrefs? Jonathan was too delicate, and top 
generous not to fee all the movements of ^a^ 
wds heart on this diftrefsful occafion; and, feeing 
them, he rcprefled his own grief, for fear of fink- 
ing his friend too much, by cxccfs of tendernefs ! 
This made him conclude the conference in that 
religious audi calm manner recorded in the text 
(i Sam. XX, 42 J: And Jonathan faid unto T^a- 
vidy Go in peace^ forafmuch as we havejworn 
both of us in the name of the Lord, faying. The . 
Lord be between me and thee, and between my 
feed and thy feed for ever. This (aid, "David 
arofe, broke away from his friend, and went into 
C*ile, and Jonathan returned to the city. 

G 3 THEi^ 
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Then it was, in all probability, that this 
wandering exile brake out into this and th( foir 
lowing complaints (Pjal. xyii J ; Heat the fights 
O Lord J confidermycomfUmt^ and hear ken unta 
my prayer ^t hat goethmt out of feigned lips. Let 
tnyfentence come forth from thyprefen^, and let 
thine eyes look upon the thing that is equal. — - 
O hold thou up my goings^ that my f^tjieps flip, 
noty &c. 



CHAR XL 

David files to Ahimelech i^/ Nob : Hisi 
ConduEi there examined^ arid excufed^ 
From Nob he flies td Achifli at Gath : 
His Conduct there examined^ and ac- 
counted for. 

BEFORE ve follow ^avid ixi^o exile, it 
will not be amifs to infprm my readers of 
lefs learning, that the Romans alfp h^d feads not 
unlike the New Mooni^zj^s of the Jews^ (men- 
tioned in the laft chapter) called Vhatifiia^ ox 
Feafis of Love ^ to which none but their kindred 
were invited * ; a fcftivity which, in all pfobaT 
bility, they borrowed from the Jews. 

David, in his firft flight ivc^m Saul^ had 
recourfe to the prophet of G op 3 and now hi$ 

* Val. Max. 1. ii.c i* 
Ovid. Fz&.-'-'-'^Proxima cognati dix^e chartfila charily 
£t vmt adjodu turba frofim^ua diis* 
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next is to his pritft. He came to Ndb^ a city of 
Benjamin, not far from Jerufalem^ to Ahime'- 
iechy otbcrwife called /f^/i/rj&ifr, t lie high- bricft 5 
and there, in aU probability, he hoped 10 be 
fheitered for a ieafbn i there was the altar an4 
tabernacle ; and there alfo he probably faid to 
himfclf, Undit tke fiuidow of thy wings jh^ll be 
my Tifuge^ until this tyranny be over pa/i. And^ 
poffibly, fo it might have tnren, had he not beca 
|)revcntcd by the fight of T>fieg the Edom^e^ one 
of the fervantsof 4$!^ri^, and chief of his herdfmcn ; 
who, being detained there that day, either becaufe 
it was the Sabbath, or by reafon of Ibmc vow, or 
other religious regard, Dofvid well knew, woal4 
make a merit to Saul of difcovcrii^g his retrcai^; 
And, in all probability, the higii-prieft himfclf fu* 
fpeded as much 5 for the text tells us, that he 
was afraid at the meeting of ^avid^ which 
there had otherwife been no caafe for. Then 
Ahimelech inquired. Why he was alone, and 
not attended as became his dignity .> To which 
he anfweredl. That he was employed by the king 
upon an affair which required fecrccy and di(^ 
patch \ and therefore be came away in that prt» 
A^ate manner, and appointed his fervants where to 
aiieet him. 

Here T^avid\% charged by nvDft cpcnmenta^ 
tors with the guilt of adding one lye to another j 
a falfification which, in its confcquencC) coft the 
priefts of Gob their lives. And it is thought, 
char, in compuru^ion for this guilt, he utters that 
Jamentablc complaint, in the cxixth plalm, a; 
the 28th and »5)th vcrfes, Myfvul meiteth a^way 

C 4 >r 
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for very hiavinefs -.--^Take from me the way 
of lying. 

. All mcn> however, do not fee this matter 
in the fame light 5 there arc fomc who cannot 
bring theoifelvts to believe, that any rcflcdion 
upon this part of his conduct lay heaVy upon 
^a^id, becaufe they cannot charge him in this 
matter as others do. His intention was inno- 
cent: he induftrioufly concealed his condition 
from the high-prieft, to keep him clear of all 
fufpicion and charge of having combined with 
him againft Saul. 

I FIND many learned men, who honour truth, 
as much as any. of its advocates, and yet will not 
load every uninjuring, undengning, and much 
Ief"s every wcU-defigning deceit, with the guilt 
of lying. They cannot, indeed, go in altoge- 
ther with EtiripideSy who is of opinion, that 
when truth is likely to be attended with great 
evil, falfbood is pardonable*; well knowing, 
that a good man fhould fpcak the truth from his 
heart in many inftanccs, even to his own grcateft 
damage and difadvantage. All that they inHft 
on is, that we arc not obliged to fpcak the truth 
cither to our own or other mens difadvantage, 
to fuch as have no right to know it from us ; and, 
confcquently are no way injured by not know- 
ing it. He is a gpod man, (faith Cicero^ 3 Offic) 
who docs all the good he can to qthcrs, and 
inrjuresnoonc, unlcfsgric\^ufly provoked. To 
jiiflTcmble or di^gnifc the truth, from one whq 
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bath no right to know it, is no injury: confc- 
quently fuch a conduft is confident with the 
charadtcr of a good man. 

I KNOW no imputation of guilt upon this 
condu^ in the Scriptures. Thcbefl writers upon 
the law of nature ccnfure it not. And I (hould 
be glad to know, from thofe rigid gentlemen 
who differ from thefe learned writers, how 
children, fools, madmen, apd ruffians, are to be 
treated upon their principles. The qafcj ^r^ 
obvious. 

When David had excufed his coming thus 
unattended, as well as lie could, to the high- 
prieft, he begged fuch a fupply of provifions 
from him as he could fpare. The high-prieft 
anfwercd. That he had no common bread 5 and 
made fome difficulty of fupplying him with that 
which had been hallowed the day before, left 
his fcrvants might be under fomc legal pollution, 
e/pccially with regard to women*. But this 
was removed, by ^avid'^ afluring him, that 
they were under no legal pollution; and that 
the flew'bread of the day before, was now, in 
9 manner, become common^ fince there was 
pther bread this day f^nftified in the veflcl. 

Then 2)^w^ applied to him for fome fword, 
or fpcar, or other arms, as having left his owr| 
behind him» through the halte which the king's 
bufinefs required. To which the prieft anfwercd 5 
Tbefword af GQliah tb^ "Philijiine^ whom thou 

* Here we fee, that fome degree of purification, at lead non- 
pollation, was required, tq fit people for eating the Jhew breathy 
]tfQW niuch more the iacraixiencal ! 
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JUmefi in the valley of Elahj behold j it if her€% 
wrapt in a cloth behind the ephod j if thou wilt 
take thaty take it j for there is m other ^ f^ve 
that here. AndT>avidfaid^ There is none like 
thati give it me. ' 

Before David departed, he prevailed upon 
the high-prieft to inquire of God concerning him : 
but what anfwer he received, or whether he obey- 
ed the divine dircdion or monition^ is not faid. 
It is certain, he fometimes governed himfeif by 
other meafurcsi and it is as certain^ he always had 
reafon to repent his doing fo, as moft certainly 
he did at this ticne. 

The refolution he took, was, to throw hinv 
^tf under the protc^ion of jichijh the Thiliftine 
king ; and he did fo accordingly, with Golidh'% 
fword b^ his fide. 

It is not eafy to pronounce upon this con* 
dttAi ^nd I.fhail take no more upon me, than 
toobfcrve^ what is obvious to every reader, that 
it was not infpired by the dilates of common 
prudence. Some imagine that he meant to con- 
ceal himfeif at that court, and only made ufe of 
the privilege anticntly indulged to ftrangcrs, of 
fojourning for a fcafon wherever they thought 
fit, without having any queftions asked them. 
But, furcly, had this been his view, he never 
would have fojourncd there with fuch a mark of 
fliflinftion as GoUah's fword. Bcfidcs, there is 
|io doubt but that his name and pcrfon were now 
become as dreadful to the ThiliJiineSy as ever 
that of Scanderk^g^\^z% after to the Turks. Nay, 
^t fliQuld fccm, that they h^d by this time been 

ac<^uaintc4 
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acquainted even with his dcHgnatioa to the 
^rown ; for ib the fcrvams of Achijh plainly in* 
tiiQ&tC) in their informations to their tnafter: 
Is not this (fay they) David the king of the 
land ? T>id they not Jmg one to another of him 
in dances^ faying^ Saul hath (lain his thoufands^ 
4(nd David his te^ ^boufanas ? 

I HAVE no doubt but that David frankly and 
ppeniy owned, from the beginning, who he 
was, and threw himfelf upon the king's mercy for 
protcdion. But when they acquainted their 
maAcr, that he was king eled pf the realm of 
Xfraelj they infinuatcd this as ^ reafon why he 
Should not be trufted , or, pofiibly^ ti)ey alluded 
Xo the condition ftipuiated in the combat with 
Goliahj that the people of the conquered cham* 
pion (hould ferve thofe of the conqueror : {c> 
that, if David was king of Judea^ he would 
conftder himfelf as king of Paleftine aifo. 

This condud of the courtiers ftartled David. 
He then faw into what (treights he had brought 
himfelf i and had no way of efcaping, but bf 
changing his l^ehaviour, and counterfeiting mad- 
nefs. The text tells us, David was fore afraid 
of Achijh y and he chafed his behanjtour before 
them, and feigned himfelf ptad in thei^ hands % 
well knowing that madmen arc rather objcSs 
of pity than of puniftiment; and played his part 
^ well, that he efTe^ually deceived them. The 
if:ing, it feems, was not of a humour either to be 
entertained with men of that charadcr, or even 
to endure them ; and fo ordered him to be turned 
^t of his court. }n memory of which great dc* 

liverancc. 
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llverance, he is faid to have compofed the Ivith 
pfalm : which is an earncft application to God^ 
^nd a thankful recognition of his infinite good- 
ne&, in faving and proteding him from his 
enemies. 

It is, beltdes this^ a key that lets us into the 
true fccret of David% conduA upon this occa- 
fion. 

From this piaim it plainly appears, that the 
courtiers of Gath were bent upon David's de- 
firuftion, and daily caballed againft him: they 
ibon perceived him to be a great genius ; a cha- 
rafter not always loved and honoured as it ought^ 
even in a friend h but always dreaded, if not 
bated, in an enemy i and they refolved his ruin ; 
and, to be fure to effed it, they mifconftrued and 
gave wrong turns to every thing he faid or did : 
vcr. 5. Every thing (fays he) they wreft my 
words 5 all their thoughts are againfl me for 
evil: they gather themfelves tof^ether, they hide 
themfelveSj they mark my fiefs, when they lay 
wait for my fouL 

What fhould he do? He had dealt with them 
in the integrity and fimplicity of his heart 5 but 
his honefty was interpreted into guile. To labour 
to fct himfelf right with them, were vain 5 for they 
dcfignedly mifioterprctcd every thing : and to 
enter into any debate with them upon it, would 
be but JO difcovcr his diftruft, and cnfure his 
dcftruftion.. Fair open dealing would not do: 
V^hat if he tried to deceive ? To deceive the de- 
ceiver, is, in many inftances, meritorious 5 in 
pope, criminalt And what fo likely to deceive, 

as 
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as the very rcvcrfc of that charader which they 
had fo mifconftrued \ He was undone, as a wife 
man ; he had a chance to efcape, as a madman : 
he tried> and the experiment fucceeded. 

SoMR critics have indulged themfclvcs in vili- 
fying and traducing David upon this account : 
but others^ with morereafon^ confider this con- 
dud as a ftrong fpecimen of fagacity and pene- 
tration, and as a well judged, an honed, and aa 
honourable fraud ; and can no more cenfurfc 
David iot faving his life by this guile, than thef 
can Solon for ferving his country. 

I F any man ob^ed to this way of reafoning 
from the PfalmSy I befecch him to rcflcft, how 
unreafonable it would be to fuppofe, that a 
hymn written upon a particular occafion, fhould 
yet contain nothing in it any way relating to 
that occafionj and, on the other' hand if thol8 
hymns contain particularities not ariilng from 
the general nature of prayer or thankfgiving, 
whether we muft not, by all the rules of rational 
interpretation, refer thofe particularities to the 
pccaiton upon which the hymn was eompofed: 
And if we have a right to do this, furely we. 
have a righ; to rcafon froqi them. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

J^vv^ flies to the Cave of Adullam. Sotnt 
Account of the Perfons who reforted to 
him there • 

T\ A Vliys next refuge was the cate of AduU 
J-^ lamy in the tribe of Judah^ and to the 
caft oi Eliutheropolis'^i a place fortified by 
nature, and fo fitted for the iecurity of perfbna 
in diftrefs, that we are told it hath frequently 
given a refuge from the Turks to Cbrift tans ^ who 
fled thither with their families, flocks, and 
herds. 

Hither bis friends, thofe efpeciaily of his 
own family, Who bad reafbn to apprehend, that 
they (hould be involved in the imputation of hi9 
guilt, reforted to him. Hither alfo, as it is gene** 
rally underfiood, came thofe valiant n^n, and 
great captains cf the tribe of Gad^ who were 
faid, in i Chrm^ cb. xii. to hzvtfeparatedthem^ 
Jehes unto David into the hold to the wiidef^ 
ne/s^ men of mighty men of war, fit for the hat^ 
tky that could handle Jhield and buckler y whofe 
faces were like the faces of lions ^ and they were 
/wift as the roes upon the mountains. 

These men had all the natural and acquired 
advantages that could beft diftinguifli foldiers : 

* EttftUut gives this fituation to a town of that name extant 
in his time. This was, probably, the country cf Hirob^ Judah'^ 
aflbciate, Cen, xxxviii, 

^ they 
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they were brave, ftroog, and fwift, with fuch a 
fierceneis of afped as terrified their enemies. 
Ariftatle ob(ctitt^ thtt lions refemble men more 
in their countenances than any other animals 1 
and, as lions are the fierceft and noblcft of the 
inferior animals, the antients thought it no meai^ 
commendation in men of war to refemble them« 

Thb chief of thefe Gadites were captains^ 
(whether of SauFt army then, or of Davidt 
afterwards, is not dear) fome of thoufands, and 
the leaft of hundreds. 

The (acted text obferves of thefe, as a farther 
indication of their, courage^ that they ventured 
over Jifrdan in the moft dangerous fea£c>n, (pro- 
bably fwam over it) when the river was deepeft, 
and moft rapid, which was in the firft month, 
the feafon of the barley hajrvcft: for now the 
fnows'from the neighbouring mountains (LelM» 
non efpeciaDy) began to melt, and fwdlled the 
rivet above its banks. 

When they had conquered the river, they 
had yet had other enemies to encounter, who arc 
called, in the Efiglijh xx^nRznony mm of the vaU 
ley 5% thefe alfo they conquered: They put the 
valleys U flight (fays the text) to the eafly and 
to the wejt. 

After thefe came a mixed company of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin in a conHderable 
body. T^avid went out to meet them $ and^ 
feeing £0 many of Saul's tribe, and, probably, 
fome of his kmdred, he apprehended there might 
be fome treachery intended him. He was far 
from a fufpicious fpirit : yet it behoved him to 

be 
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be upon his guard; howeven, much muft bd 
ventured, if he meant to be fecured from Saul. 
At worft he could but die; and, to a brave man, 
death is far better than a mean diftruft. He told 
them, in all the heroic Simplicity, and with all 
the franknefs, of a generous fpirit, that if they 
came with friendly intentions towards htm^ lYiCf 
fhould meet with faithful returns of affedion and 
friendfliip from him ; but if they came to betray 
an innocent man to his.enemies, he referred the 
vengeance of fuch guilt to God : If (fays he) 
ye be come peacably unto me to help me^ my heart 
Jball be knit unto you: but if ye be come to betray 
me unto mine enemies^ feeing there is no wrong 
in mine hands y the God of our fathers look 
down thereon^ and rebuke it"^. 

Then Amafai^ chief of thcfc great leaders^ 
ftruck with the opennefs and dignity of his con» 
dud, and infpired with a noble zeal for the 
caufc of fo brave and fo injured a man, replied 
at once with a fpirit which nothing but the 
original can exprcfs in its more than Laconic 
ftrcngth and brevity ; Thine ^ ^avidi and with 
thee, thot^fon ofjeffe-^^ peace, ^eace to thee^ 
and peace to thy helpers ^, for thy God helpeth 
thee. 

Them 2)/^i;/i^ received them, and made them, 
captains of the hoft. 

• The concifeneTs of the original hath, I think, great dignit/i 
took^ and rehuhe, 

•f The meaning of that expreffiojn I take to be this : notwith* 
Handing they reproach thy birrh, and laont thee with iheappella* 
cion ofthe fon oijefe, we arc thine. . *» 

The 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



B. !• ihe Life of King Y>hyiT^, 97 

The candid and learned reader \l^ill beft judge 
for hi^felf, whether he hath ever <)bferved, in 
^all the accounts of antiquity, fo heK)ic an ad- 
drefs, and fo foldierljr a reply. 

This is the account left us of thofc great men, 
who rcfotred to TJavrd at Adullam\ and with 
thcfe, as it Was natural, mixed thetnfelves all fuch 
as were difcontented, in debt, and diftrefs, to the 
number of about four hundred men in all; and 
he became their captain. 

Probably that ufage now prevailed among 
the Jews J >vhich, G^i^r tells us, antiently ob- 
tained among the Gau/s^ for thofc that were iii 
debt, opprefled by tributes, or the tyranny of 
the gr^ ar^ to betake themfclves to the fervicc of 
fomc eminent man for proteftion 5 by him they 
were maintained, and to him they devoted them- 
fclves, under a folemn obligation to live and 
die with him. Thefe were caljcd, in the Gal- 
lic language, Soldurii', which muft be owned 
to be a very honourable original of the word 
Soldier. It is evident, that fuch might be very 
honeft and good men 5 and fuch in all probabi- 
lity, were ^^1;/^3f's companions. 

Here it is asked, How T^avid could, in 
conlciehce, protcft thofe men from their ere- 
ditors? To that it is obvious to anfwer 5 That, to 
rcfcuc unhappy men, who are not able to pay 
their debts, from the tyranny of cruel crcdirprs, 
is one of the grearcft ads of humanly and mercy 5 
and the diftrcfs thefe were in, (fumciently fcen 
in their recourfe to Davidy then in the exrrc-* 
mity of diftrcfs) (hews their. inability to fatisfy 

Vol. 1. H theirs: 
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thqrs : but the' they were now unable to iatisfy 
their creditors^ their circumftances were, in fome 
time> confiderably mended 5 and, very probably^ 
when T)awd wa$ enabled^ in fome meafure^ to 
py his debts of gratitude, they were in a con- 
dition to clear oflT their debts of juftice ; fo that 
both debtors and creditors were^ in all proba* 
bility, benefited by the refuge which David 
now afforded. 

That good men have often had the misfor- 
tune to be in debt, and many ways opprcflcd, 
the hiAories of all countries ahure us. 

Whether thefe were good men when they 
reforted to Davids is not eafy to fay : but if 
they were not, that they became fo, by his dif- 
ciplinc, influence, and examplCi is fulficicntly 
evident from their fubfequent behaviour ; and 
makes it credible^ ttjat it was chiefly for their 
ufe he compofed the xxxivth pfalm, which con- 
tains the noblcft encouragements to piety and 
virtue, from an aflurance^ that all fuch as are fo 
devoted, are the immediate care of Almighty 
God; as all chofc d a contrary charafter arc his 
abhorrence, and the furc marks of his venge- 
ance. Arid furcly this pfalm, conltdercd in this 
light, is one of the nobielt, the beft-turncd^ and 
beft judged, and bell adapted compofltions that 
ever were penned *. 

Whb. 



*' He begins, by eneonraging tben le piety, and grattcode to 
God, from his own example : I wili ahuMy giv€ thrnnks unta th$ 
Ltrd: bit frai/ejhall iver be in my moMtb. My Jouljball maki bfr 
b9ofi in tbi tirdi ibt bumbliJbaU beur tbertof^ and bi glad. O 

frai/g 
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WH£T«€r Mr. Baj^k be fufficicntly Juftificd^ 
in ctlling thistxmipaay a tr09p ^fhandiui, (that 
fe, rti^n$, robbers^ and fhtlrdcrers) and confi- 
dcHng tteom til dit &tn€ iigbt with tb:e afibciates 
of Ck^me^ the candid reader Will judgi: for 
Wmfdf. 



ffif^e rfe CW <w¥^ i^^; aUd let us htdghsf^ bis HiaMe together. I 
ftfttght the ttord^ atid be heard r/ft : yeet^ be deli'vered me cut of, aff 
'my fear, they had an eye unto him^ andnuere lightened: and their 
fates <were not ajhahed, Lo-, the foor crietby and the Lord heareth 
Hin : yett^ andfa<vetb kitft out of alibis troubles. The angel of the 
Lord tarrifth round about them that feAr him, and deliver etb 
them. He then exhorts others to make trial of the fame mercies; 
to learn the gOodnefs of god from their own e)cperienc^. O taflt 
and fee bow gratiobs the Lord is : bleffed is the man that trufteth m 
him, O fear the Lord^ ye that are his faints; for they that fear 
him iirci nothing. He then aflures them, that ftrength and mag'- 
liatiimity are aoiectiHties from iVtnt and difb-efi ; whereas truft 
and confidence in God is a never-failing fource of every thing that 
is good : The lions do lack, and fufer hunger ; lut they ^ho feek 
the hordf>ail ivant ho manner of thing that is good. After w hich 
he films i»p all in a mbll pathetic and beaatiful ejchortation to piety, 
to virtue^ and to confidence, in God ; in full aiTurance, tha(;» 
ft» he was the guardian thd true protedtor of virtue in didrefs, fo was 
be the itncrring ©bferver, and fteady avenger, of wickednefs: Come 
ye cbildre»; andhearken unto me : Invill teach you the fear of the Lord* 
What man is he that dejtreth to li^e, and ^ould fain fee good days f 
keep thy tomgittfroiH etnl^ efndthy lips that tbeyfpeak no guile. Efche^ 
rvil^ and do good.: feek peace, and enfue it. The eyes of the Lord 
are over the rjghteous, and his oars are open unto their prayers* The 
itiunfenance of the Lprd is again ft _ them that do e'vil : to root out the 
retntmhranve of thetu from the earth. The right tons cry, and the 
Lord bearttb them : atid -deliver eth them out of ail their trouhks. 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart : and vjill 
favefuch as le of an humble fpirit. Great are the troubles of the 
^•igfaeous : hut the Lord deliver etb him out of all. He keepeth ill 
his hones •: fo that not one of them is broken* But mis fortune Jhall 
Jfay the ur^odly : aUd they that hate the righteous Jhall he de folate* 
^be Lord deliveretb the fculs of his fervants i artd all they tb:rt put 
their trufi in him Jh all not he deJUtute* 
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In this iicuation Davids firft care was, to 
place his father and his mother in fafety under the 
protcftion of the king of Moaby the chief of 
thofe princes which were at enmity with Hauh 
which he had the more reafbn to hope for, as 
being defcended from Ruth^ a woman of that 
nation, and fuppofed of the royal family. 

The king's reiidence was at Mizpehy a ftrong 
fortrefs, where "Davids parents continued all 
the time he was in the hold. 

His addrefs to the king on this occafion, his 
refignation, and his dependence upon God, arc 
aU very remarkable ? And he f aid unto the king^ 
Let my father and my mother ^ I pray thee^ 
come forth and be with you, until I know what 
God will do for me. He could nor bear, that his 
aged parents (houid be tied to a cold cave, and a 
perilous confinement^ expofed to all the hard* 
ihips of a ftege, to dearths, to damps, and dan- 
gers of various kinds ; and therefore he begs 
leave of the king to take them from thence, and 
place them under his protedion. To fay the 
truth, it were hard to determine which was moft 
confpicuous, his piety to God, or to his parents, 
on this occafion. 

The king received them gracioufly and ho- 
nourably, and lodged them in fome of the apart- 
ments of his court 5 for this feems plainly implied, 
where the text tells us, that he brought them 
before the kingofh/loah^ (that is, into his pre- 
fence) and they dwelt with him all the while 
that ^avid was in the hold. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR /^^S; /S^"^ 

DsLvidfies to the For eft at Hareth : Hh 
Employment there. Saul'j Impatience 
for Revenge finely painted in the Text. 
l!he Priefts at Nob maff acred. 

HOW long David continued after this in tlie 
cave of AdulUmy is not faid. We only 
know, ciiat he left it, upon the monition of the 
prophet Gadi whom God feems to have raifed 
up at this time on purpofe for his fupport : Abide 
not in the hold (faid the prophet to him) : de^ 
part^ and get thee into the land of Judah. God 
had other works, and other trials, to exercifc 
him in, and therefore he would fuffer him to lie 
no longer buried in a cave. Then David de^^ 
parted, and went into the foreft of Hareth. 

Of this foreft Rabbi Solomon fays, (I prefume 
upon the credit of antient tradition) that^ being 
before dry, barren, and impaffable, it now be-^ 
came fruitful and irriguous; and that jD^o;/^ 
alludes to this in the xxiii^ pfalm, where he con- 
fiders God as \i\% Shepherd^ who would, in his 
own time, lead him into fruitful paftares; and 
{ill then he was fafe, under his protc<^ioii^ ia 
the moft dangerous fccnCs'^, 

• Ht Jballfeed m$ in a green fafinri^ and lead me forth htjid^ 

the lAjaters of comfort Tea^ though I nvati through the <QaUey 

tf thijhadow of deaths 1 njuillfear no e*viU 

H $ When 
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When he calls God his Shepherd^ he plainly 
implies, that J\c followed whcrc-xvcr it plcafcd 
God to guide him ; aHading to the pradice of 
the AlUttc ihepherds, who do not d^ivc^ buc 
lead tbcir flocks; which are traioed t<st foHow^ 
ihcm^ as ^avid evidently ^4 ^lie gai4AAoe of 
Gop at this time. . 

This;, I thinks is the mod rational ^poputtl 
tranfmitted to us by the Rabbins. 

And, fureiy^ it is not impoflible, but that 
this, which was before a barren defii^r, might 
now, by a fiagular blefEng from God upon th^ 
induftry of l^aiidj and his companions, become 
a green pafture. Thisconduft, and, in all pro- 
bability alluding to this very time, he himfclf 
numbers among thofc wonders which Goo doth 
for the children of men, PfaL cvii. that he 
maketh wdtef-ffrings of a dry grcund^ and there 
hefttteth the hungry y that they may build them 
a city to dwell in^ that they tnayfrj) tkeir hnd^ 
and flimt vineyards y to yield thtm fruits af iiu 
creaje. He kleffeth therUy fo that they muitipfy 
exceedingly \ and fuffereth not their cattle f^ 
decreaje. And again : fPlhen they are mini/bed 
and brought low through opfreJIiun^ &:c. though 
be fuffer them to he eml intreated through 
tyrant Sy (pouring negleS upon princes) and let 
them wander 0$ a- waylefs wildernefsi yet 
helpeth he the poor out of m'ifery^ and makttb 
hsm houjbolds like a flock ofjbeep. 
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This is a plain defcription of his own cafct 
and fuch as can fait no other 'f'i and it is all 
fpoke in the ftyle of an experienced ntaii. And, 
indeed^ if this urerc noc ib evident from rhe 
iiatiurc of the thing, \t\% manner of iatrodacing 
this rcfiddlion fufficiently (hews, that it related 
to hinnfelf. He ob&rvesv that God maketb a 
fruitful land barren^ fw the wickednefs 9f them 
that dwell tbireim.--A^zm^ %sfae: Heveaketb 
the wildemefs a /landing water ^ <cc. The n^ 
tore of the antitb:fes plainly (hews, tb« as God^ 
for the fins of men ^ makes a fruitful land bar- 
ren ^ fo, for their piety and rightcoafncfs, hd 
Ittrnsbavrcnncfi imocuha'CL Bat the cafe being 
notocionQy his own, he carefully forbore the 
kaft hint erf* piety or righreoufiief^ kft he (hoatd 
be thought to vaunt his own merits. And, as 
to his ascribing all this to the agency of God^ 
no nun that conltders the piety c^ hisftyle, will, 
for that reafbn^ thinlc it neceffary to preclude 
the interpofirioa of fecond caufes, or human 
agency. 

Idleness, with regard to honcft induftry, 
is ordinarily the efFed: of vicious habits $ and 
therefore it is no wonder, if Canaan was, from 
the days of hs antient inhabitants, \\\ the con* 
ditionof the fluggards vineyard, over run with 
thorns and thiftles \ efpecially confiJering the 



* If this opinion needed any fapport, we injght derire a pro- 
H^ble conHrmation of it from what En/ehius telis us, that in his 
time there was, in the foreft of Jritb^ a village called Jratb^ to 
the weft of Elia^ (fo JirufttUm was then callea] in vvhiqhy fay. Le 
JPtf'V'W rcfidtd* . • 

H \ difo- 
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defolations conrequcnc to the cnfuing and aU 
mod inccfiant wars. 

The Canaanites^ who inhabited this iand, 
before the days of Jqfhua^ were, without.doubt, 
the wickedeft, the moft abandoned xace of mor- 
tals Upon the face of the earth ! And 1 believe 
it will be allowed, that all mankind are idle and 
negligent of culture in proportion to their wic- 
ked nefs. Induftry, and the honeft arts of life, 
have a natural force to abate and reftrain the un- 
ruly appetites, and evil tendencies, of the mind } 
whereas idlenef&lets them all ioofe^ ai^d indulges 
their exceflcs.' 

Now idlenefs, in this view, (and indeed in 
every view) is great guilts and we know, that 
briars and thorns are, in a gr^at meafure^ the 
fruits of God s original curfe upon guilt : and 
therefore God may, with great propriety, be 
faid to make a fruitful land barren^ for the 
wickednefs of them that dwell therein. 

On the other hand, induftry (I mean in things 
honed) is virtue ( and the means appointed by 
God himfelf, if not, in fomc meafure, to expi- 
ate the original guilt of man, at Icaft to check its 
progrcfs. And, therefore, when,, by this in- 
duftry, exerted in hope, and in an humble de- 
pendence upon God for a blefling upon it, a 
barren land is made fruitful? God, without 
whofc influence no induftry can avail, may, in 
the ftyle of a man truly religious, very properly 
be faid to do all this 5 bccaufe the means arc of 
his appointment, and the end the cfFeft of his 
influence. 

ThI2| 
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This reafoning beS accpunts both for this 
p(alm> and for that vaft number of wilds and 
fbrefts which proteftcd \David in the days of 
Saulh and, at the fame time^ makes it credible^ 
that a man of fo adive, fo improving, and io^ 
generous a fpirir^ as David was, who choofe.(as 
aU wife men would) to live independent, and 
would not fuffer his men to injure his qeigh* 
hours, nor allow them in wickedneft*, took 
this occasion to employ them in culture, and 
fubiift them by it, axid took pleafure in the eoi'' 
ploymenf. 

How dreadful thefe forcfts were, when David 
entered into them, may eaitly be imagined : at 
Jeaft, may > well be colleded from the 4th verfo 
of the xxiii<^ pfalm : Tea^ though I walk through 
the valley of thejhadow of deaths I will fear 
no evil : far thou art with me^ thy rod and thy 
Jlaff comfort me. What noble painting is this I 
For, furely, the valley of fuch a forcft, with, all 
its gloomy horrors, inhabited only by bears, and 
lions, and tygers, (whofe dens arc in the deepeft 
fliades) is, with infinite beauty, ftyled, The 
valley of the Jhadow of death. ^ 

This neceffity that T^avid lay under, of fly- 
ing into this foreft^ laid him alfo under a necefr * 
iity of cultivating it, as well as he could, for 
fubfiftence, and likewife of deftroying the fa-» 
vages that infefted it. A nd this great benefafkion - 
to the whole neighbourhood did, in fome mea- 
Turc, open hitn thp ^ay to empire, as it did (9 
$limrod. 

t ^e Ffyh q. I will net hmu a wUhdpfrfiut 9cc. 
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Hcrr providosdatly advantageous ta ^avid 
wzf this pericctttion, at the iatnc time that it 
appeared fa grievoGs! To drive him from place 
to (dace, and from^ tribe to tribe ; what was it^ 
but to exhibit him more extenftvely bei3efiociic 
to them ail I What was it, but to render his pa- 
tience, his piety, hss temperance, his fortitude, 
morcecm^iciKxifts! and by that means^ to open 
htm the way to empire! What was it, but nsojtc 
tSk&iiMj to exhibit him, in this refped, a true 
t jBpe c4 th«t Meficd Being, wko went ohM doing 
gQodl 

H6w other men may think, i cannot ^^ \ but 
to tninds early habituated to rtuat amufenncnts, 
the culture of a dciart, conquering difficulties, 
reciaiming nature, bettering and bcaueifying the 
fcene we are placed in, feems to have fomething 
in it infinitely agreeable to a fpitit truly hcf£»c 
and beneficent, 

I M I GJ] T add, too, fimrething not unpleaiing 
ia that great Artifi!cer> who formed a world of 
fiicb amazing and cxqulHce beauty and contrive* 
ance from chaos. Nor have I often been bftt^r 
pleafed, than with the rcfte&ion of aplain^ maa, 
l^ppn the improvemems dt a gentleman ia his 
neigb()c>arhood : he told him, He b^lUved tkai 
work w^'oefy i^ueahle toGO^T>. A nd being 
asked why? be gnfwcred, It w^ adorning h,s 

That fpirit of culture, which now employed 
iDarvid in reclaiming a defart , is, in puth, the 
fame which, in other heroes, exerted itfelf iq 
>^orks €^ more nH^9Ui<;cnce^ building c^tic$, 

bridges, 
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l)Eidges, mi a^Qedit^s) cncciog canals aA4 ca»- 
fytnf w^y$ thfOMgb imp^jirable n)Qiintam» «q4 
WoraSes^ ^gcjficeiiiei fwa;« ki both : but wttJi 
this dil^ECPfiE;, |t»t v»mty t&tc»Q much tempted 
to t>ce!domlii^te in the qnci and nothing btn 

in the other. 

Tsi#, at l^% will hc.^UowcKi; that ^ the 
gr^at^d heco^ hi»re ?ltrap been carrefojl to find 
full emplo);«n^t f«ff their armies $ fudb. a eab* 
(iwre as wq aow f|)eak.o4; ^a^ I thiitk may b* 
0carLy injected fiiom the, fojfe-ciicd pfahw, wa# 
the beft way to?mpioMj t:<a fopport, and to^pw- 
^rvc-, %ht iH Biawtbcf <tf meHfr as 'J)4vid thco 
had, in heaJti* and inncieeiwe. Would ta Go© 
tiiac grean; a<»n^£!CSi oC m^t^ othcpvffifi: ufcUdfi and 
yiqioug, WCjc^w^y^io e«^ploycdj and fo fijpr 
PPtted! 

Nor were thcfc Davitts only advauMgc* ^ 
thofe ravage h%%^% A tihlnking man ^ds 
fomf^chiBg 14 cv^ry &«ne to inlovge bJA miffldis 
and a good ma^^ to improve his piety. That 
jpavii4\^n\tA both the^ advantages Irom bis, 
fojpurniflgai»Qng.wiW»a»dfor«fts, ijtwHcUfccn 
from mjiny of hjis pfaJnwj particuJatly? ?t*c-.ctv*, 
^h^ce, aftci^ i«^a»c general ob&fv^tions upon the 
works and wi.^ona of G08 in. the cceariQn> be 
de|cen4&to iheic>l]!o:«iring par&i»ilars$ tbcrrtfe of 
(pring% the ao)}i!(e qC nv«rs, the retreats, of Ibw^ 
and wild bea^s pC the foM^a^d mountains > the 
vicil5tu(k.s of night and. day, and. their vacTous 
uie$ to the animal w<M:ld$ the. diependeaca o£. the 
whole ^:m\f)» ilpQO tbic iyo^obty* ^Qtv bctng 
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and fubfiftcncc ! He withdraws their breath, and 
they die 5 he breathes, and they revive i he bat 
opens his hand, and he feeds, he fatisfies them 
all at once. Thcfc arc ideas familiar to him, 
and his manner of introducing them olainly 
fhcws them the cfFcd of his moft retircd^^icdi* 
tations in his folitary wandrings. 

None but one who had himfelf furveyed the 
venerable fhades, and ftupendous fize, of the 
cedars of Libanus^ could entertain thofe exalted 
conceptions of them, which David here does, 
(and Dr. Huntington alfo, with eyes and hands 
lifted up to heaven, did in the laft century) that 
they were planted by the hand of God *. None 
but one who had himfelf been refuged in the 
hills of the wild goats ^ could fo well, and fo 
familiarly^ contemplate upon the ends of the 
Divine Wifdom, in forming thofc folitary fan* 
^uaries. 

It were endlcls to enumerate particulars 5 and 
I (hall only beg leave to add^ that none but one 
wen acquainted with the fierce inhabitants of the 
foreft, their rovings and roarings, could fo de- 
fcribe them, as ^avid doth in the 20th, 21ft 
and 2 2d verfes of this pfalm : Thou makeft dark- 
nefSj that it may be nighty wherein all the beajts 
of the forefi do move. The lions ^ roaring after 
their prey y do fee k their meat from God. The 
fun arifeth^ and they get them away together^ 
and lay them down in their dens. 

The time of David's continuance in this 
foreft is no where told us : but from the time 

neceCfarily 
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ncceflarily taken up in the culture of it, and 
from the bitternefs of Sauts complaint to his 
fervants and foldiers that were about him, that 
none of them gave him any information of the 
combination of his Ton and flave againil him, 
the fpace muft have been pretty confidcrable; it 
being evident, that he had no intelligence of 
Davids monotxs at the time of his complaint : 
he feems to have known nothing of him more 
than his being in exile fomewhere in the coun- 
try ; nay, not fo much as his having gotten a 
body of men about him. 

t) A V I D, doubtlcfs, muft have been well be- 
lovfed with, a people to whom he was fo great a^ 
benefador 5 and, as fuch, he was well concealed : 
and, beftdes this, his intelligence was fo good, 
that if any were inclined, yet few would dare 
to difcovcr him. At laft, news was brought to 
Sauly that "David was ccnainly known to have 
a number of armed men about him. 

I T fhould fcem, from the text, that he had 
long impatiently waited for this information 5 
and, in the mean time, had all things in rea- 
dinefs to purfue his vengeance at a moment's 
warning. And, furely, his fituation in rhefe cir- 
cumftanccs is finely painted in the text : Now 
Saul abode in Gibeah under a tree in Ramah^ 
having his fpear in his handj and all his fer- 
vants Jianding about him. 

I THINK it evident from hence, that he had 
left his houfe, and rejtded or dwelt (for fo the 
Hebrew word fignifies) in the open air, with a 
flying camp, of chofen men about him, intent 

upon 
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upon purfaing ^avidi as MitArididtsyzs upon 
his game, who (as wc are told) was fo keea an 
fauntfman, thiit he never f)^ under the lOof of 
an houfe for ieveti yctfs together ^« 

Saul was now as eagerly hcsit upon vcngc:* 
tfiee, as Mithidates was (or, at leaft, appeared 
to be) upon pleafttire; and| with this view, had 
fixed himfclf uponin eminence, that gave him a 
|noiped of the country far and wide ; always in 
a readinefs to nifh 4own upon ^avitli where* 
tfver he (houkl hear he was. I own, in this ittu*^ 
ation, he gives me the idea of an cdgie> that 
lifes as high as he can in the air, to fecj and to 
dart down, to more advantage^ upon his prey/ 
And I fubmit it to the reader, whether David 
alio did not conikkr Saul in that light, wfaeti he 
£O0r(ttler$ himlelf as a partridge upon the nwuu^ 
Sains. 

Ho w finely bath Saiomm defctibcd that m^ 
lignant ipirit which now reigned in this unhappy 
prince ! Thej fleep not^ except they have done 
taifchiefs and their Jleep is taken away^ unleji 
they have made feme to fall. 
. As foon as Saul had received the intelligence 
of David's being in arms^ and joined by Tuch 
confiderable men of the fcvcral tribes, his guik 
gave him the alarm. He knew Jonathan's friend^ 
fhip for ^avid^ and immediately concluded^ 
that he muft be in combination againft him ; nay^ 
more, that the coilfpiracy was general ; that even 
nis own tribe, and his own fervants, were joined 
in it: upon which occafton^ he thus iddreflfcd 

^ 7*^/*. 1. ixxvii. c. t. 

himfeir 
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hitnfclf to th€m{i Sdm. xxii. 7, 8.): H^arrww^ 
yt Benjamites y Will the fan ofjeffegrw every 
me of ym fields and vineyards^ and make ymi 
all captains of themfofds^ and captains ef btnh 
dreds ; that all of you have confpired agmnfi 
me^ and there is none thatjbeweth tne^ th^^my 
fm hath made a league with the pn of Je£i j 
and there is none of you that is forry for me, or 
Jbeweth unto me^ that my fan hath flirrtd up 
my feruant againji me, to lie in wait^ as at this 
day? 

This complaint cofiftfts of fcveral pa^ts: and 
were it juft, as it was grievous, Saul were indeed 
to be lamented 5 to be betrayed by bis own fcc- 
vants, and his own tribe^ in favour of a fellow* 
fervant, and of another tribe ! To be betrayed 
by his Ton, in favour of his flave $ nay, to havic 
that (lave excited againft htm by his foni this 
were, indeed a pitiable calamity ! But the truth 
is^ Saul had no grounds for this ihipicion, but 
the confcioufnefs of his having defcrvcd what he 
dreaded. 

He then proceeds, in the true fpirit of a tyrant, 
to brand Davids arming in his own necefltry 
defence, wi:h the chara&er of treachery, and 
lying in wait for bis matter. Such is the trea- 
chery of the Iamb, that flies from, the wolf's 
puriuit, to the protedion of his keeper, or the 
traveller that refifts the robber. And yet, falfc 
and fallacious as the complaint was, it found aa 
abettor. What tyrant ever wanted more than 
one abettor of his iniquity ? 

The 
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Thb Benjamites^ indeed, could neither ac-^ 
cufc Jonathany northcmfclvcs; they knew their 
own innocence, and they had no rcafon to fu- 
fpc6t his: there was no fuch combination be- 
twccti him and ^aviJ^ or, if there were, they 
could not be confcious to it: but ^oeg the 
Edomite (chief of Saul's herdfmen) now found 
a fair occafion to accufc another perfon, not lets 
innocent. 

He had, it feems, been detained at the taber- 
nacle, (upon fomc pretence of piety) when T)avid 
reforted to Ahimelech the -high- prieft, for relief 
in diftrefs. And though T^oeg well knew Ahi- 
melech afkcd in that whole matter with integrity, 
and without the leaft guile, or evil intentions to 
Sauls yet he well knew, at the fame time, that 
he (hould pay his court to advantage by accuHng 
him: and therefore, concealing every circum- 
fiance of truth, that could acquit the high-prieft 
of treachery, he openly accufes him of aiding 
and abetting the king's enemy, fqpplying him 
with viduals, and a fword^ and consulting God 
for him ! If aw the fan of Jejfe (faid he) coming 
to Nob^ to Ahimelech the f on of Ahituhi and 
he inquired of the Lord for him^ and gave him 
vi£tualsy and gave him the Jword of Goliah the 
Philijiine. 

Here it is obfervable, that as David now 
became a name of honour, from the owner's 
diflinguiflied merit i for his name (as the text 
tells us) was much fet ^*, like that oiCafar 
or Alexander in after-ages) and carried dignity 

* I Sam. xviii. ;o. 

in 
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in the found j Saul could not bear to pro- 
nounce it ; but chofe rather to change it for the 
apcllation of the Jon of Jeffe, whofc name, 
being that of an obfcure mean man, carried 
rather^ as he imagined, the ideas of reproach 
and indignity^ And now ^oeg (riot the worfc 
courtier for being a very bad man) cafily fell 
into the imitation and echo of his mafier's 
phrafcw 

No fooner had T>Qeg ended his accufation, 
but immediately Ahimelech, and all his affbciares, 
to the number of cigluy^five perlons, are fum- 
moned to court, and charged (as we now phrafc 
it) with treafon, for abetting, allifting, and pro- 
tedingthc king*s"enemy, and (as he called it) 
for confpiring againft him. How uniform is the 
condud of tyrants! This, Tacitus tells us, was, 
in his time, the only accufation of all thofc who 
were clear of all guilt *. 

The high-pricft anfwered to the charge, in 
the iiroplicity of his heart, That he had, indeed, 
aided ^avid>, the king's fon-in-lawf, and con- 
futed God for him, and thought his diftin^ 
guiflicd merits and fidelity to the king fufficiently 
juftified him in doing fo ^ and that he had done 
nothing now, but what he had done before, 
without the Icaft charge or fufpicion of guilt ; 
nay, in truth, it was what he was bound to da 

* Vnicum crimen eorum^ qui emni crimhie 'vacabant, 
^ This was fuch a defence as M. Terentius makes for his friend* 
ihip to Sijanus, Tacit. Annal. /. 6* Non enim Sejanum Volfinien* 
fei9y^</ Claadiae & jxxWftdomfis partm^ quat ajfinitate 9ccufa<v$rat z 
Tuum, Ca/ar^ generum^ uki confulis focium, tua fffit:ja in refub^ 
Ucd capiJfinUm, coiikom** 

r Vot.I. J for 
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ibrthe kiag'*s fcrvicc, and what it would he trca* 
fonabic to decline. 

The anfwer was )u{]t and true, and Saul knew 
It to be fo; but, liowevcr, it was expedient^ 
(as Sauh circumftances then ftood) that there 
fhouid be a plot. A plot, defeated at a danger- 
ous junfture, is a new confirmation of power! 
perhaps too it was expedient> that a prieft fhould 
be in it, or, it may be, the whole order, that 
the whole order fliould be humbled ; whofe en- 
dowments might be dreaded, and poflcflions 
envied, and whofe forfeitures might turn to good 
accounts and therefore, without any more trial 
or cviftion, Jhimekch and all his brethren, arc 
Gonfigned to the fword. A fatality which hatli, 
.from that day to this, attended the pritfts of 
God, to be all involved, more or Itfs, however 
innocent, in the guilt (whether real or imputed) 
of every one of their order. 

Whether Saul learnt this cruelty from the 
PerJianSy of punifhing every one of the family 
for the fuppofed guilt of one, or taught it to 
them, I cannot fay. This only wc know, that 
the pradicc was no way authorized or counte- 
nanced by the Jewifb conftitution or policy, as 
it was by the Ferfiany and as it is at this day t^ 
that of Japan. 

But Sauh cruelty did not ft<^ here. Not 
content to extirpate all the priefts of Meb at 
. once, (one only excepted, who cfcaped wc know 
not how) he finote the whole city with the ed^e 
of the fword y both men andwomeny (faith the 
text) children and /ticklings y and oxen^ and 

^ajfes. 
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aJfeSy and Jheepy with the edge of the fword^ 
And I doubt iiot but one rcafon of this indifcri- 
minatc cruelty was, that not one of the pricfts 
mould efcape* 

This man, who was, fomc time before, fo 
delicate in point of piety^ as to decline extir- 
pating the7?/i»^r^ the AmalekiteSy^nd deflroying 
thdr cattle, even at the cxprefs comnriand of Goo, 
Without referving fomcthing for facrificc, now 
made thorough deftruflion 5 nor could left than 
an intire carnage content him. He that before 
fparcd the niurderouis jigagy the enemy of God, 
h6w maittacres the innocent Ahimelechy and the 
reft of his ptiefts^ without remorfe! And when 
his men of war rcfufcd to be eniploycd in fo 
bafc a butchery*, Doeg^ his informer, (taking 
to him^ fays 'Jopphus^jfbme affijfants as wicked 
as himfiif) became his executioner. 

Kings, fays the learned Dr. "Patrick, never 
Want fome to execute tlieir commands, though 
never fo bloody, Sml was little better than a 
madman, and yet had thofe at his beck that 
would do as he bid. them. It was excellently 
therefore faid by "^jufiin Martyr^ Let us pray^ 
that kings and rulers, together with a royal 
power ^ riMy be found having afuber mind* 

♦ lii this (fay^ Le Clerc) doubtlefs they were pra ife worthy ; 
bat had beeh more fo, had they diiTuadedand remonftrated againft 
this cruelty, as contrary to all the laws of God and man I And 
if their reafons and prayers proved ineffeflual, they fhould have 
treated this command as the didlate of Saui'^6 melancholy, and 
removed thefe innocent men out of his way, until he came to him- 
felf ; and not left their fellow^fubjedt a prey to thefe alien guards, 
the ufaal miniflers of tyranny. 

I 2 An©, 
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And here I cannot but obfcrvc, that Saut 
fccms to tnc to have treated the word pneft^ on 
thisoccaiTon, as if it had been a term of reproach i 
for, when he commands them to be maflacred, 

his cxprcffion is, Turn and jlay the prieji of 

the Lord. And, again ; when the fbldiers rc- 
f ufed the butchery, Turn thou (fays he to ^oeg) 
and fall upon the prtefis. Whereas, had he 
fhewn the leaft reverence to their charaftcr, I 
think he (houid have chofen rather to have mark'd 
them by their guilt, than by their fundion; and 
ipoken of them on this occafton, under any 
other appellation, fuch as that of enemies, trai- 
tors, &c. But, poflibly, it was the falhion of 
the times, to treat the moft venerable name 
among men with contempt, or he had a mind 
to have it fo. Whether this be a furer mark of 
great impiety, or great poIitene(s, the reader 
will bcft judge for himfelf i as he will beft learn 
from the hifiory of the 'world^ how far men of 
this turn (fcoffers of facrcd things and charaders) 
have been remarkably biclTed or curfed in them- 
felves and their pofterity. Even kings would do 
•well to remember, that whatever rightful power 
they may have over priefts, as their iubjeds, God, 
whofe priefts they are, hath yet more over 
them. 

Regum timefidcrnm in profrios greges^ 
Reges in ijffcs imperium ejt Jovis. 

Kings cldm obedience from the flocks they rule i 
But Jovs\ dominion fways the fceptred king. 
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Two ends i5W»/ attained by this maflacrc: firft, 
that he weakened the power of the pricfts, whom 
he had made his enemies, by Haying fuch a num- 
ber of them, and dripping the order of their 
poflTcfllonsi and, fecondly^ that he ftrengthen'd 
the hands of his own family, and confirmed the 
faith of his tribe^ then doubtful^ by conferring 
thofe poflTeflions upon them : for there fcems to 
be no other reafon, befides that already men- 
tioned, why all the inhabitants of the city were 
dcftroyed, but that their pofTeffions might be 
made a prey ; unlefs it were, that his enmity 
againft God, for depriving him of his kingdom, 
carried him not only to dcftroy his priefts, but 
alfo the Nethinims and GibeoniteSy (if thefc wei e 
different orders of men) that fo the tabernacle 
of God, then at Nobj might be utterly dcfticute 
of all kind of attendance! And thisbeft accounts 
for what Jofephus tells us, that ^oegj taking 
fome men as wicked at himfelfio his affijiance^ 
jlew three hundred and eighty-five perfons. 

I SHALL conclude this point with one ftiort 
obfcrvation, which hath fcarce cfcaped any of the 
commentators : 

Here wc have a remarkable inflancc of 
God's turning the worfl devices of the wicked 
to the purpcfes of his Providence! 'Eli had 
gricvoally offended God; becaufe his fons 
made themjehes viky and he reftrained them 
not. For this reafon, God; denounced his 
vengeance againft his race % and declared, that 
they (hould be cut off by a fuddcn and furprilug 
dfftru^lipn in one day, (i Sam. chap. ii. iii,) 

1 3 and 
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and the priefthood transferred to another family. 
And now the former part of the denunciation 
was fulfilled, by Sauh unparallel'd crueltys and 
the latter, in a way which belongs not to thij 
hiflory to explain. 

■ ' ' " ■ > • ■ • ' .. ■ ■■.■■•»>. ■ .» ■ ■ . -t 4 ' 

CHAP. XIV. 

lite Siege of Keilah raifed hy David, and 
the Philiftines defeated. What Return 
the Men ^Keilah intended to ptahe him 
for this Bepefa^ion. 

I 

THE perfon mentioned in the laft chapter to 
have efcapcd from the flaughtcr of the 
priefts, is jibiathar the fon of ALimtlech. The 
inoft probable account of this cfcape^ is thus{ 
That, being left to keep thefanduary, whilft his 
father, and the reft of the priefts, went to wait 
upon Sauly (tor it was not to be imagined, that 
the tabernacle was left wholly unattended by any 
one of the order at that time) he, upon the ^rft 
notice of their dcArudion, made his efcape; and^^ 
having no other rccourfc, fled to T^avidiox pro- 
tedion, to whom he relatjcd the deftrudiop of 
the L o R d's priefts. 

David received him<^ as he was bound to do 
the fpn of his bcnefador and friend j of whf]^e 
flcftruftion, and that of his whole houfe, he 
[}ad been the unhappy occafion : ^nd T)avid 

'\ ■' fii4 
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faidunto Abiathaty (i Sam, xxii. 22, 23.) / 
knew it that day, when T!)oeg the Edomite wai 
there J that he would furely tell Saul: 1 have 
eccaficned the death df all the perfons of thy 
father's houfe. Abide thou with mei fear not% 
for he that feeketh my life, feketh thy life s but 
with me thoujbalt be in fafeguard. 

David knew, that their enemy, and their 
danger, was the fame: but he had firm truft in 
GoD^ that he fhould, in the end, be fafc deli- 
vered from that enemy ; and therefore promifed 
Abiathar hisprotcdion with greater confidence. 

On this occafion he compofcd the \n^ pfalm ; 
which begins in the ftyle of a man filled with 
indignation and forrow, and breaks out into the 
jaftcft and bittereft queflion that evet was put . 
to tyrants ! fVhy boafteft thou thyfelf O man of 
power ^^ that thou canft do mifchief? whereas 
the goodnefs of God is from day to day I 

A KING is the reprefentative of G o d upon 
earth; and his duty, to imitate the divine good- 
nefs! to protedl, and to blefs. A tyrant re- 

verfes this glorious refcmblancc 5 and employs 
that power to all the purpofes of mifchief, which 
was only beftowed for thofc of beneficence, 

I AM fcnfible that interpreters undcrftand 
this pfalm as relating only to Doegs and, I own, 
the greater part of it relates folely to him i but, 
with gl-cat fubmiflion, this firft vcrfe^ which, I 

♦ This iranflation is more literal, and more agreeable to the 
decency of Dafv:d's Hyle, who was careful to avoid the lail ap«^ 
pe^ran^e of difreife^, in all his treatment of SatrL 

1 4 think, 
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think can only relate to Sauly fufficicntly proves, 
that he alfo was glanced at^ as he welldef<crved, 
. D A V 1 D s next adventure is^ I think, one of 
the nobleft of his whole life, and, perhaps, thQ 
xnoft extraordinary of any recorded in hiftory ! 

The Fhiliftines (probably encouraged by 
^avid*^ difgrace, and Saul'% diftraftion) in-r 
vadcd Judahy and befieged Keilah, wafting the 
country all around it, Another man in David'^ 
place would have rejoigcd at this invaHon, and^ 
perhaps encouraged it; and this both from felfr 
prefervation and policy : -firft, bccaule he had 
nothing to fear for himfclf, whilft Saulhzd, fuch 
an enemy upon his hands; and, fccondly, be- 
caufc the diftrefs of his country was the likclicft 
means to bring Saul to reafon, and force him 
to rccal^ and he reconcikd to, his beft chann- 
pion. But T^avid was governed by other than 
thcfc narrow views ! nor fafcty nor honour were 
dcfirable to him, purchafed by the diftreft of 
his country and his friends. His bofom bejit 
. with an eager dcfire to relieve Keilah : but it 
was not an adventure to be unadvifedly under- 
taken 5 and therefore we are aflured (1 Sam. xxii.) 
that he enquired of Gon, faying^ Sha// 1 go and 
Jmite thcfe Philtftints ? 

Jhis is, to me, one of thofc paffages of 
Scripture that give evidence of their own truth. 
None but a hero could put the queftion ! apd 
none bu^ God could rcfolve it : Had the Lord 
faid tint J Tiavidy Go^ andjkiite the Thilijiines^ 
^ndjave Keilah. 

By? 
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, But ftill his men thought the un4ertaking 
too derperare^ and loudly difcUtmed it^ faying^ 
Beholdy W£ be afraid here in Judah^ haw much 
more then^ if we come to Keilah^ ^i^inft the 
4rmies of the Thilijlines? 

They had more than difficulty enough to 
defend thegjfclvesagainft Saul, whete they wcrej 
and coi^ld k be lefs than madnefs, to j>rovokQ 
p)or€ and greater armies? Doubtlels Saul woul4 
fend forces to beat off the Philijiines, and then 
they Ihould Ik pent in between two hoftilc 
armies. And yet^ not withftanding all this, T)avid 
undertook and atchieyed the adventure; which 
it was impoflit^lc he fhould, agaiqft fuch fears, 
and fuQh rcafoniijgs of his forces, from any mo- 
.tivc, other than the aflurance of divine pro- 
tcdion and aid : wi^ijch fully confirms the Scri- 
pture-acpount pf thi? matter, that he did not 
.pnflertake it, until he had, ioi the fuller fatif^ 
fa^ion of his aflTociatjCS, again cpnfultcd, and 
was again aflured of fuccefs by, the divine ora- 
f le ; or^ to fpcak more properly, by the inter- 
feron of the prophet Gad i for Abiathar^ who 
had the ephod, had not yet reached \\\vc\. 

D AY I i^'s fuccf fs, on this occafion, was very 
jpxtraordinary i he fayfd the city, and the inhabit- 
ants 5 he delivered the country all around from th^ 
ravages of thp enemy 5 he fmotetl^e ThfliJUfuJ^ 
with a great (laughter, and brought away their 
f attlp : by y^hich means he was enabled to fub- 
jifthimfelf, and hi? forces, without being a buf- 
^f n to his coi^ntr^. 

One 
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Oke would imagine, that this extraordinary 
fucccfs, and deliverance of fo great a city, might 
fecare David a fafe retreat among the men of 
Keilahi but it was not fo; fuch is the nature of 
man, prefent dangers quickly obliterate paft ob-' 
ligations! Gratitude is, without queftion, a moflr 
lovely virtue ; but feldom lives in the extremes 
either of advcrfity or fuccefs! it is like thofe fine 
colours, which ftorms and funlhine equally de- 
face. 

David, who judged of oth<r mens gene- 
rofity by his own, hoped he fhould be protcfted 
in Keilah ; and Sanl who judged in the fame 
manner of their bafenefs, believed he fhould 
not : and therefore, the Scripture affures us, that 
he rejoiced upon receiving the news of David's 
being (hut up there (i Sam. xxiii. y.) : And it 
was told Sauly that T^avid was come to Keilah: 
and Saul faid^ God hath delivered him into 
mine hand*, for he is put in^ by entering into a 
town that hath gates and bars. 

I KNOW no one thing more grating to a good 
far, than drains of piety from a profane mouth % 
Xo hear a. wretch, who had defpifcd the com- 
mands of God, murdered his priefts, and defo* 
lated his fanduary ! in a word lived in open de- 
fiance of the Divinity ! to hear fuch a' wretch talk 
of God, and divine determinations in his favour, 
is beyond enduring! Doubtlcfs, his reafonihg 
was right 5 and had he left out his hypocrify,. 
pothing could be objedled to it. 

Upon the news of 'Davids being fliut up m 
K^ijahf Saul immediately fet himfclf to raife a 
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great army, and go againft it i and at the fame 
ticn^y Jent fccret emiflarics to icduce the inha- 
bitants,bclicving it impoffiWe, rfiat they could 
)3oId out againil the united power of terror an4 
treachery. 

David's fecurity hitherto arofc, in a great 
mcafurc, from the fwiftncfs and fccreey of his 
motions, and the obfcuriry of his retreats : but 
now Saul rightly judged, that the fame waU$ 
jand gates which protcftcd him, (hut him inj 
and neither they, nor their keepers, were im- 
pregnable. 

David was doubtful upon the pmnt: he 
had certain intelligence, that Saul was deter- 
mined to bcficge him * 5 and he alio found out, 
that ^aul was fecretly praftifing againft him with- 
in thje city ; and he knew not what might be the 
iflue of his machinations, and therefore refolye^ 
whoHy tb rely upon the divine direftion. Hc 
put up his earncft prayers to God, to be rcfolved 
what to do in this exigency i and he inquired of 
him (as it is generally undcrftood) by Ablathar 
(who reached him about this time, with the 
Ephod^ and Urim ^nd Thummim)\ and God, 
who never fails thofc that put their truft in him, 
3nd, with humble and fervent faith, implore his 
proteftion, relieved him in his diftrefs, and 
j aflurcd him, the men of Keilah would deliver 

' him up. Upon which he arofe, hc and his 

pnen, (being now about fix hundred) and dc- 

j ♦ This appears evidently from bis prayer : O Lord God of 

Ifrai!^ ihyjtrvant bath certainly bnird^ that Saul fecketb to comf 
If ^ihh^ t9 defirpy thf city for tnjfah. 

I partec} 
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parted from the city f, not knowing whither to 
turn himfclf. 

And here, raethinks, is an event, that will 
cafily folve that hard qucftion iii the fchools, 
about the confiftcncy of the divine prcfcience 
vith human free-will. 

A GOOD politician, that was let into the 
courfe of Sauh fccrct pradiccs with the men of 
Keilahy and had fair opportunities of (ifting 
their difpofuions upon the point, might fairly 
pronounce upon the event; How much more 
then that All-feeing Goo, ^\\o fearcheth the 

fecrets of the hearty and feet h the^ thought afar 
off I feeth them in all their fecret workings, 
tendencies, and temptations, and through all 
their mazes and masks! 

.When Saul heard of David's efcapc from 
Keilahy having no further intelligence of his 
meafures, he forbore to purfue him. 

The treachery of the men of Keilah to T^a-* 
n;;V hath given the critics occafion to obferve, 
how much more honourable the behaviour of the 
Athenians was to their guardians, their orators! 

. whom no threats could oblige them tP give up 
to the refentments of Ale^ander^ 

f Now is it that his men vittt incf eafed tp fix hundred ; wh:ch 
grounds a conjedture, that the reputation of his bravery and con- 
<iu£t in this laft expedition, added to that acceflloa of wealth, 
>vhich he had gained by the fpoil of the Pbilijiints^ now ^tt^ched 
f cpnfiderable number Qf men^ all chofen warriors, to his intereft^ 



CHAP, 
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C H A R XV, 

David flies to the Wildernefs of Ziph, 
where he hath an Interview with Jo- 
nathan. T^he Ziphites inform Saul of 
his Haunts^ who eagerly furfues him. 

TTTHEN T>avid^nA his men departed from 
^ KeiUhy the text tells us, that they went 
whitherfoever they could go. So that, had he 
been asked, where he intended to Ihelter him- 
felf, he might have anfwered, as Luther did to 
the fame queftion, when profcribed by the em- 
peror, and excommunicated by the pope. Sub 
coeloy Somewhere under the cope of heaven. 

Blessed be God, his proteftion is not to 
be precluded by profcriptions, nor confined by 
excommunications! I mean, fuch as arc wicked 
and unjuft. Let the finner, nev?rthclcfs, be- 
ware of the righteous fcntence, that (huts him 
out from the divine ordinances. This I am fare 
oi^ that ©^wV/ often laments his exclufion from 
them, though altogether involuntary and un- 
avoidable. 

After T>avid and his men had fljifced for 
fome time from place to place, (we cannot fay 
how long) they took up their refidencc in the 
mountainous wildernefs of Zifhi of which wc 
know no more, than that it was within the pre* , 
cinds of the tribe oijudah^ (for there, as it was 
natural, David thought himfelf moft in fafcty) 
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and upon the confines of Edom *. It is fappofcd( 
to have had its name from the Hebrew word 
Zephethy pitch, With which it \% faid to have 
abounded f $ and it had the advantage of ibmct 
woods and ftrong heJds. 

Saul continually fent oat parties, and at laft 
went out himfclf in fcarch of him : but to no 
furpofe; for God, as the text mod properly 
cxpreflcs it, delivered him not into P. is hand* 

When David was (hut up in Keilah, Saut 
confidently pronounced^ God hath delivered 
him into mine hand. And here the facrcd pen- 
man, to ftiew the vanity of that ill- grounded 
confidence, exprcfly declares, that God deli- 
vered him pot into his hand $ though the text 
. aflfures u$, that Saul Jbugbt him every day. 

But though Saul could not find him, Jona-^ 
than, could s and took this opportunity of his 
father's abfence to go in quefi of his friend, to 
commune with him, to confole and to fupport 
him> the beft he could, in his afHidtions, to give 
him new afli&rances and pledges of his affedion, 
and to confirm turn by a new ratification of their 
former covenant i for love delights as much to 
iterate afiuranccs of fidelity, as doubt or diHruit 
can do. 

As the interview with T>avid could not be 
brought about without the grcateft danger to 
Jonathans life, there is no doubt but they took 
the grcateft precautioiis to keep it well concealed « 



♦ Jofij, XV. 24. 

\ This is the more probable, if, as fome place it, it WM fif uale. 
in the confines 9f the lake AffhaUita. 

8 
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Tbcy met m a wood i and we may be well af- 
fured, that the tir^e, the place, and the mutual 
danger, fuggeft^d, to fuch friends as they were, 
^ thoufand fre(h occafions of renewing, and, jf 
pofliblc, inacafing their ead^aroKnts. 

As they now once more renewed the folema 
and facred covenant they had long (ince entered 
into, it is probable, that, for more folcmnity, 
as well 9A mutual fatisfa&ion, they did this ia 
the prcfcnce of Abiathar the pricft, and Gad the 
prophet of Go 05 and it is to be prcfumcd, 
they h^ few^ if any other, witneffes of their 
confercnec* 

This adventure,. lA the hands of a profene 
author, would make a moft delightful cpifode! 
When we hear of two fuch men, meeting at 
fuch a place, and on fuch an occaiton, our 
curiofity is raifcd tothe height, and our imagina- 
tions are at work 5 and no writer could be fo 
infenfible and unanimated, as not to take delight; 
in indulging both himfelf and us, if he were not 
tied down to a ftri£fc and inviolable adherence 
to the truth. And hence it is, that^ as the (acred 
penman, probably, knew no more than he re- 
lated, and would relate only what he knew, We 
know no more of this conference, than what 
2)^^/^ could not but report, both in prudence, 
and in juftice to his friend, that hejifettgthenedhis 
hand in God ^ that is, comforted and confirmed 
him in the alTurance of the divine protection and 
deliverance, and exaltation to the kingdom in the 
end: Fear not (faid he); the hand vf Saul my 
father Jhall not find thee r and thou [halt be 

king 
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king over Ifrael^ and IJhallbe next unto thee^ 
and that alfo Saul my father knoweth"^. > 

I T were hard to dctcrmifte, which we ought 
mod to admire upon this occafion, the mode'' 
ration, the fricndfhip, the piety, or the unejg- 
amplcd gcnerofity ci Jonathan. To be able to 
rcfign a kingdom with that calmnefs, that frank- 
nefs, that tender love and inviolable fidelity to 
his rival, and that fteady fubmiflion to the wiil 
of God, fcems to have fomcthing in it infinitely 
beyond all the other praifcs of hcroifm. 

How concifcly, and yet how completely, afc 
the charaders of two fuch men as S^ul znd Jo- 
nathan, fummed up in' that )uft reflection of 
Hecuba^ in Eurifides ! 

'O fjiiv r^vfi^if iJ^iv iK\9 TAiiF kakoc 

The malice-hlafted man is wholly had ; 
Thegdcdmaffj good\ nor^ on the fcore of lofi^ 
Or danger^ will be taint bis noble nature ^^ 
Benevolent J and permanent in good. 



* I Sam xxiv. ao. Thdugh tbis matter never came to a trial, 
yet I own, I cannot help being in feme pain for the continuance 
of this union, in fuch a fubordination ; though there are inftancet 

, (but few indeed) of the continuance of fuch an union, where, per- 
haps, it is lefs to be expelled, in an equal participation of power. 
Such, or fomething like it, was that of Adrian and Antoninus Pius i 
as alfo that of tridiHc zndjoifni dukes ofSaxony,\\ioted hj the 
learned Dr. Trapp from Exner } who, as they dwelt both in one 
and the fame houfe, fo thfeir mutual love, grew to the lail, in 

' ufriujhue periculis, 6f gra*vij/imis de liber ationibuif duni omnia in 
rtpublica communicatis fsnt»ntiis cwfiituibant. 



When 
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Wh EN thcfc excellent friends had communed 
te they thought fit, and conflrnlcd their covenant 
anew, "David abode in the wdod, and Jonathan 
went to his houfe. 

TrtE felicity of thefc friends is well wortti 
bur notice. They had a cruel and a watchful 
tyrant to deal with; and yet they kept up a con- 
tinual intercourfe with one another, without 
any inftancc of treachery in any one of all thofc 
they truftcd. 

David had not loiig fojoiirned In this wilder- 
neft, when the Ziphites^ probably the inhabit- 
ants of tht neighboudhg city of the fame name^ 
bathe up to Siul^ to Gibedh^ to inform him of 
bis haunts, and to incite him to come out againft 
him : Doth not T^zfvid (fay they) hide himfelf 
"tvith us infirong'holds^in the v^ood, in the hill 
ofHackilahj which is m thejouth ofjefbimon? 
Now therefore^ O king^ come down according 
fb all the defire of thy foul to come down\ and 
tiUT part fhall be^ to deliver him to the kin^s 
hand. 

They knew thccagcrnclsof the king's defire 
to get David into his hands 5 and therefore they 
prefs him to make expedition agreeably to that 
eagernefs. To this he anfwers, with all the kind* 
nefs of a man greatly obliged, and all the fmooth- 
ncfs of a glozing hypocrite? Blejfedbeyeof the 
' Lord y for ye have compajfion on me. Go^ I 
fray you^ prepare yet^ and knoWy and fee his 
place y where his haunt is^ and who hathfeen 
him there ^^ for it is told me^ that he dealeth 

Vol. I. K very 
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^ery fubtilly^. See^ therefore^ and take kfkfw-- 
ledge of the lurking places, where he hideth 
himfelfi and come ye again to me with the cer- 
tainty, and I will go with you. And it Jbdl 
€ome to pafs, if he be in the land, that I will 
fearch him out throngbout all the thoufands of 
Judah. 

Saul was now refolvcd to make furc w'wk } 
and therefore he would not beat up this poor 
partridge upon the mountains^ (as ^avid caBs 
himfelf) till he had fpread his nets aB around 
him ; till he had difpofed his fpies throughout 
all the thoufands ofjudah^ and taken his naca- 
fares fo, that it was impoflible that he fhould 
efcape him. 

What intelligence he received after this from 
the ZiphiteSy is not told us: but from the eager- 
ncfs with which they entered into all his impo- 
tence of revenge, there is little doubt of their 
having foon fcnt him the beft they could getf 
^for wc find, that he foon after came oat againft 

* Here i« that fioe ^bfervation of Horute verified : 

At nos <virtutes ipfas infveriimus - - - - 

' - - - - - - - BicfugitcmHes 

Infidias, nnllique ma/a latus ohdit afertum f 
\flum getiui hoc inter vitA <virfttur^ uhi acris 
In^idioy atque 'vigefit uhi crimina) pro htm fans f 
Ac non incauto^fiBum afiutumque ^vocamus^ 



One ihans the fnares that fubtil malice laid. 
Nor will unguarded bare ha bre^ft to ill : 
Should he wichio thofe regions chance to Iive« 
Where envy dwells, and cv*ry gnilt prevailflf. 
His wife precaution, and his folid (enfe. 
Are branded with the names of guile and craft. 



Sat^ J. 1. I. 
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David with his forces, and well knew v^herc 
to find him. T)avid was then in the plain of 
the wildcrnefi of Maon \ whither Saul^ accord- 
ing to his intelligence, purfued him : which whea 
David learned, (for he alfo wanted no proper 
idtenigenCe) he fb'rfook the plain, and took to 
the mountains: whither Saul alfo purfued him 
with all diligence. 

David was bn one /ide of the mountain^ 
making afl poflibre fpeed to get away 5 and Saul 
bn the othet, purfuing^ and extending both wings 
of his arnvy to cncompafs him, when news was 
brodght hirfi in all haftc, that the Th'tlijiines 
had invaded (in the original it is, poured them-' 
felves out upon) ike land^ and were putting all 
to fire and fvVof J ! This flopped him Ihort, and 
turned him from an enemy who did no mifchief 
to his country, to repel one that wafted it. 

Thus was DaiJid delivered, by the timely 
intcrpofition of Providence, from one of the 
irtoft imminent dangers of his whole life. 

To this refer that prayer, and praife, a«d 
thankfgiving, which makes up the livth pfalm : 
ail the parts of which the very learned Dr. Patrick 
applies^ with great judgment, to the prefcnc 
occafton. 

The three firft vcrfes of it are a petition of 
deliverance from his enemies, then in full pur- 
fuit of him * ; and fpoken in the fty le of a man, 
who, in full reliance upon the pro: cd ion of 

• Sa*ve ntif O Lordf for thy name's fake : avenge me in thf 
firength^ &C '--^for ftrangers are rifn up agoivfl me ; and tyrants^ 
lubich have not God before their eyesy feek aftu my foul. 
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GoD^ was refolved to fell his life as dear as he 
could. And to fhew^ that he thought himfelf 
juftified in doing fo, he calls thefe men, who 
thus wickedly attempted to take it away, (Iran- 
gcrs; that is, heathens, and aliens from the cove* 
nant of GoD $ and determines to treat them as 
fuch. 

The 4th verfe begins upon feeing his ene^ 
mies ftop fliort; in full afiurance, that God had 
heard his prayer, and interpofed on his behalf: 
Beholdy — God is my helper^! concluding, 
in the 7th vcrfc, (not well underftood in the 
Englijb tranflation) to this purpofe; that God 
had delivjgfred him out of all his ftreights, (Ifor, 
doubtlei^, it was a diftrefsful dilemma to be 
forced Either to die tamely, or fight his fove- 
reign, and his own people) and that he could 
now, calmly and confidently, furvey thofc ene- 
mies, whom before he did not daicto look ir^ 
the facef. 

The prayers of great men in diftrefs, and 
their thankfgivings after great deliverances, have 
always been matter of uncommon delight to 
curiofity, and men of ferious and religious 
fpirits! Nor does the glory of any great man 
ever fliine out to their eyes in half the laftre, 
as when they behold him upon his knees, lift- 
ing up his eyes, or (tretching out his hands to 



• SthoU^ Ood is my helper 1 tbi Lord ii nviib them ibat tifMi 
my foul, &c. 

f God hath f Hatched me out of e'very fir eight I and on mine 
enemies hath mine eye feen^ that is, 9a the Arabic explains it, 

refted. 

heaven \ 
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heaven; or, what is yet greater, proftrating 
himfelf before It, ia humiliarion and acknov;^- 
ledgment. Then is the hero feen in aU his 
dignity! An4 in this light if muft be owned^ 
that Henry the fourth of France before the 
battle oiVury^j and Henry the fifth of England 
after that of ^gmcourf^^ and David zhct this 
deliverance, appear with a grandeur very fu* 
perior to that of either a Cajar or an Alexander! 
The latter, in their height of glory, were but 
mere rulers of men i but the former, upon their 
knees, the dep^nd^pts and, the friends of God. 

From this event of Sauhhtm^ called ofF 
by the Pj&////?/»^ invafionj the mountain, which 

* Daviia relates, that the king, ftandiog ftill at the liea4 cf 
the main battalion, joining his hands, and lifting up his cytk to 
heaven, faid fo loud, that he was heard by mapy ; O UrJ^ tbo^ 
hwwiji the inttntious of my hearty andnjuitb the eye oftby Providence 
thou pierce fi int9 thefecretefi of my thoughts. If it he heft for this 
people^ thai I fiould attain the, crown^ (which hefong^ tomehy right ^ 
do thou favour and prote^ the juftiee of my ^rms : hut if thy will 
hath determined the contrary ^ if thou take ft anvay my kingdom^ take 
e^wey tiey life alfe at the fame time^ that I may ^ed my Uood fighting, 
at the bead oftbefe nubo put tbemjeltjes in danger fet my fake, 

f Before the battle, he told his army, among other things. That 
though tbefe (the lance, the ax, the fword, and the bow) nuere the 
Ifrave ipflruments to reap honour ^ yet he^ relied upm Omnipotence for^ 
the <viQory y and it nuas, a remarkably tffeS. of Divir^e Providence, 
that their enemies offered them battle on the very day appointed in 
England for the people to implore a hlefjing on their arms: fo that-, 
at the time that they voere fightings the nmhole body of the Englifh 
nation vsere lifting up their eyes and hands to heaven for theii^ 

taccefs andfgfety And when the battle was over, this truly 

great prince, feniible of the divine goodnefs to him, directed the 
cjcvth pfalm to be fuog ; and at that verre,^JVb/ unto us, O Lord, not 
ugjfo us, but to thy nas^e be the g&ry, he commanded his whole arm^^ , 
at once to profirate themfelves to the grpand, in token of humiiia-s > 
^on and gratitude, and he himfelf fet them the escapple. 
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then patted him from Davidy was from thence- 
forward called Selahdmmalekoth* The Ropk of 
^ivifions 5 a name which Ofiandet thinks ^i^- 
vid gave it, in gratitude for this deliverance, 
as a memorial^ that God had there, by little 
lefs than a miracle, divide^ his enemy from 
hin> *. 



CHAP- XVI. 

n^e Vineyards of Engedi, in c^ll Proha^ 
bility^ planted by David. The Adr 
venture of the Cave explained^ 

WHEN David was delivered from Saul^ 
as related in the laft chapter, he departed, 
and took up his retreat in the ftrong-holds of 
"Bngediy now called jinguedi'\: here he reltded 
during the whole time of Sauh purfuing aiQ4 
cpelling the Phiiiftines. 

What time this took up, we cannot fayi. 
but from the expreffion here ufed, of T^aviits 
dwelling at Engedi^ it feems to have been nq 
inconfiderable fpace. 

The word En-gediy fignlfies, in Hebrew^ the 
Kids fount aim ^om whence the neigbouring 

* Pofllbty this was a rock of one of thofe moantaint whkh $•• 
/i/««xr calls the moantains of Beibet (Cant,n, I7.)i wluch^ in tha 
jnargin of the Bihle^ is interpreted DMJioM. 

\ Thi^enft*^ 7ravtis^ part. i. chap. 47. 

region 
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region took its name, probably, bccaufc there 
they watered their flocks. 

Eufehius places it on the confines of the 
Dead-fea to the weft. With him, it is famous 
for excellent balm; and with Solomon in his 
Songy for vineyards. 

Since then it appears from thecvii*^ pfalm, 
that T^dvid had, in hi^ exile, planted vineyards 
m the diefart, (and vineyards are known to 
thrive among barren wilds) is it irrational to 
furmife, that the vineyards of Engedi were of 
ius planting, and, for that reafon, peculiarly 
celebrated by his fon*? 

Thi« dpinioii is not ill fupportcd by other 
(circumftanccs. Solomon compares his beloved 
to a clutter of camphire in the vineyards of 
png€di (C?int. i. 14.). If by tliis he meant, as 
fome interpret it, the garden- cyprefs 5 that is 
faid to delight in hot fandy ground, fuch as 
may iiaturally be expefted in a dcfart, and there- 
fore not ill fuited to EngedL And if, as others 
interpret it, the noble balfam-tree peculiar to 
Judea be here meant 5 Tliny tells us, that this 
anticntly grew there only in two royal gardens. 

J^ow Eufibm and St. Jerom tell us, it grew 
in the vineyards of Bngfdi % may we not thea 
fairly qonciudC;^ that this was antiently a royal 
garden? And what rcafon fo likely for its 
being fo diftingui(hed:i a fcxnc fo rude, and fo 
untempting, and of fuch difficult acccfs, as its 
Ijaviflg been oiiginilly planted by David? Nay^ 

• Poffibly too this may be alluded to, Qint, iv. 6. I will get 
^e to th$ mQuntain oftnyrrb, to the bill ofjrankinctnft • 

^ \ there 
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there i$ a place ftill (hewa there, in the rece(s 
of a low valley, faid to have been Solomon's 
garden, called Hortus Conclufus^ becaufe it is 
(hut in by two high hills. 

I AM pcrfuaded, that all readers of refinement 
take a pleafure in purfuing great men to their 
^retirements 5 and their curioHty is stgrecably 
gratified, in contemplating upon their amufc- 
jfnents and employment in thoic r.cce0es. For 
my o^n p^rr, I muft confefs, ) b^ehold VDavid 
yich moreplcafur^, retiring to a defart, after thp 
conqueft 01 Go/i^b^ the relief of KaUby and the 
repeated defeats of the PhiliJlineSj there weed-, 
ing his wilds, planting and P^tit^ing hi$ vineyards, 
and tending his balfam, than I do. Cincinnatus 
returning to his plough from his di^sitorfhip^ an(l 
his triumph ! Indeed, the pleafure of attending 
him thither is very much allayed^ by the regret 
to fee him fo foon diilurbed, an4 fbr(;ed to fly 
once more for his life ; for Saul was no fooner 
returned from repelling the Philifimes^ but he 
inquired eagerly after Davids and,^ being told^ 
that he was in the \^ildernefs of B^ngedi^ he pur- 
lued him thither with three thoufand mea 
cbofen out of all IfraeL IJis intelligence was^ 
that David yfzs in that \^iIderneCsj and h^ 
naturally es^pcded to find him in the mofl unfrc* 
qucntcd recelTes and faftne^es of it. And ti^at 
he went thither in queft of him, is plainly im- 
plied in the text, which tells us, that 4$!(iK/went 
to fcarch for him upon the faces of the rocks of 
the wild goats'^ I that is^ upon the liigheft 

♦ I Sam. ;quv. 3, Hebr. BihL 

and^ 
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and cragoieft clifFs; doubtlcis, actcording to the 
Information he had received of Dkvi^s re(tdtng 
there. 

David was a foldicr^ and a mafter in the 
trade; and^ from his knowledge of Saufs sKiil in 
the military art, eoiild form a ranonaLconicfture 
how he would reafon, and condud himfclf, in 
this purfuic. He knew very well, that rocks 
(coutd be furroundedy and faftnefies ftarved 00c 
by a long iiege; and therefore he had no way 
to efcape> but by hiding himfelf in a place where 
Sauly according to the intelligence he had re- 
ceived, and according to all the rules of pru- 
dence^ and military $kill^ could have no reafoii 
toexpedhini. 

The&e happened to be a lat^e capacious ave 
pn the iideof the high-* way to thefc mountains^ 
^y the iheep'COtes, the public place of refort to 
zh that fed and milled the Qock$> and of con^ 
fequence the m<3/& unlikely place in the world 
for a fugitive to hide bimfelf in, becaufe the 
fiiQft public and frequented : into thi$ cave, 
^avid, watching his opportunity^ (probably in 
the dead and J[tl«n(;c of the night) (tole, with afi 
bis followers. 

If he efcaped Sauh fearch here, which he 
had little reafon to f^r^ he then had his choice 
of two advantages from 115 either^ when Saul 
was pafled by^ to fteal, in the dead of the night 
following, into fom^ jQthe( part of the country; 
or elfe, if he, could fubfift himfelf where he was 
fpr two or three days, he might, when Saulsmd 
Kisarmy were fufficiently haca£^^in tlmtwild- 
• ' 4 ,' goat 
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^O0t chace'^j and obliged to give it over, fteal 
back to thofe very mountains tticy had quitted^^ 
and efFeduaUy elude their fearch. 

How this conduft wiH bit deemed of in a 
Davidy I cannot iky: but am periuaded^ that 
In an EumeneSj or ^ SertoriuSy 1% had been 
(crowned with fufficient applaafe. 

Whether Saul traveried thefe wildernefles^ 
or what time he might have fpent in fearch c^ 
fpavidy is not fo much as hinted ^t in the text. 
We only learn, that as he pafled by the cave, 
where ^avid and his men lay^ whether op- 
prefled by the heat of the day, or urged by fom; 
neceflary call of natuce> he ftept into the i:avCi 
as the text exprcffcs it, to cover his feet. 

1 1* \^as eafy to difcern who he was by thp 
light from without^ and by the noife of his 
attendants; and it is natural to believe*^ thar^ 
upon the firft itght of him^ ^avid^tiA his meg 
concluded themfelves betrayed and undone. 

We have a pfalm exprefly penned by hlfti* 
ieif, in memory of this adventure; and it is 
aftonifliing that no commentator^ or writer of 
ifacred liiftory^^ hach ever applied or explained 
the adventure by it; efpeciaUy confidering how 
clear it is with this <x>mment, and how utterly 
unintelligible without it. All the motions of 
Davids mind, on this occaiion, his fears, his 
apprchcnftons, his prayers to God for deliver- 
ancc, are very naturally fct forth by himfelf in 
this pfalm. 

* The common ^prj^ffion of 'wUd-f/iiff chfji I take to be a corr 
rupiion : b^^s onl/ are 9b«ifeii- 
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UsOn cfaye ^rft itght of Sml he lifts up hi$ 
foul in fecrct prayers and complaints to G^dj; 
poncluding, th^ be was betrayed, and givca 
up : In the way wkerein I wa/ke4x have theji 
privily laid a fnarefar me. And he was con*** 
firmed in tha( perfuaflon, when^ turning about^ 
^d looMog on hU conipa.nipn;^, he obferve^ 
they did not regard h\m^ their minds,, as i( 
was natural, were fa intirely taken up witii 
their owq dangcr> that they little thought of 
him. In all probability^ they looked (as wcU 
they might) pale and difconccrted ! Fear hatQ 
fometimes all th^ appearance of guilt, 9n4 
^Orvid might well miftake it for fuch^ 

I looked'^ on my right J^and^ (faid he) and 
Jaw there ^^as no f^an that would know me^ 
What (hall he dp? He had no rcifuge, and, as 
he thought, no man would ftaqd by him: i 
had no placey (faith he) and no man cared fw 
my foul! In thi$ extremity he had no refourc^ 
but in Go a: I cried (faith he;) unto thee^ O 
Isord^ and faidi Thou art my hope^ and my 
portion J in the land of the living : cmfider my 
eomplainti for I aw brought very law. ^Q 
deliver me from my fierfecutors ; for they aro 
too ftrdngfor me. Bring myfpul out of prifon^ 
that I may gwi thanks nnto thy Name: which 
ifhing if thou wOf grant me^ then Jball the 
righteous rejbrt into: my company. 

* In tbe original, ^ H ia ^I a ^njtt i. and ui that i lew macli 
more beautifol. Thfx fenfc qf this verfcilaiids thus :— r>0 Lord, 

His 
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His prayers >»t:rc quickly heard; and his 
terrors removed; f^ when he faw Saul cova- 
pofing himfelf to rdfl*, inftead of attempting 
upon him^ he foon concluded that all was fafc. 
It was then eafy for him to fee, that he was not 
betrayed 5 nay, more, that he and his men were 
well hid) by the advantage of their ittuation, in 
the recefs and gloom of the cave ; efpecially conft- 
dering, that they lay, as the text tells xx&yinthejides 
of it, where the natural (hadowings of the rocks 
might conceal them. His men alfo, recovering 
from their fright, and obferving Saul in this de- 
ifencelefs condition^ foon took heart, and encou- 
raged and urged him, as it Was natural, to lay hold 
of this opportunity, which God had put into his 
hand, to rid himfelf of his mortal enemy. 

Nbver^ fufe, was man in greater freights 
than ^avid at this jundure^ If he complied, 
it is true, he (hould get rid of his worft enemy ; 
but, at the fame time, he muft maflfacre his father 
and his king! If l^e rcfufed, he ran the hazard 
of provoking h\\ own men to defpcration ^ pof* 
Jtbly, fo far as to forfake htm^ and Icay^ him to 
himfelf, who rcfufed to fervc both himfelf and 
them, when it was in his power j efpeciany if 
there was fuch 9 prophecy, (which they feem 
plainly to refer to) That Gon would deliver 
David's enemy into his hands^: for, in that 
cafe, what was this condud of ^avids^ m 

t I Sam. xxiv. ^.^^--^And the men of David faid unto him. 
Behold the day^ o/nvhich the Lord /aid unto thee^ Itvill deR^oei^ 
thine enemy ittto thinr hand, that thorn may ft do to him eu it /.aH 
Jeem good to thee. 
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cffcd, but oppoflng himfdf to the divine deter- 
minatiotis} . 

Add to all this, the danger he fan anptde^ 
way s for, if the lead of thefe whifpers or motions 
had reached Sauts ears, the inevitable confer 
quencc was death ! And, indeed, it is not eafy 
to fay, at firft. fight, why he hcarci them noty 
until we come to confider, with fomc coni- 
mentators, that, it may be, he was afleep^ 6r^ 
with others, that the whirling of wind, or ruft- 
ling of leaves, in the mouth of the cave,. might 
have prevented him $ or, la(lly, the great depth 
of the recefs, or noiie of his forces from without. 

And yet, notwithftanding all thefe dangers, 
and this remonftrance, Dai^id co\i\^ be prevailed 
upon np further, than to rife, and, going up 
foftly to Saul, cut off one of the skirts of his 
garment ^ and no fooner had he even done that, 
but he repented of it : His heart /mote him^ 
(fays the text) bccaufe he cut off Saul's skirt, 
jind he f aid unto his metiy The Lord forbid that 
IJbould do this thing unto my majier, the Lords 
anointed, to Jlretch forth my handagainji him^ 
peing he is the anointed of the Lord! So David 
fiayed his fervants or (as the Hebrew expreOes 
it) broke them, with thefe words, and fujfercd 
them not to rife againft Saul. 

St. Chryfoftom exerts his ufual eloquence on 
this occafion, in praifeof T)avids magnanimity ^ 
nor would any eloquence lefs than his be endured 
09 the occafion. The truth is, encomiums add 
nothing to it ; nor will the generous reader bear 
to be cmbaraflfed with them« 
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The account di^aviits going into this cave, 
and Saids not cxpeding him tiicrc^ fccnrts td 
mc the mod natural account of thfi rifiittcr: biit 
the Rabbins^ \^ho arc never contented tvitii na- 
ture, and, indeed, feldom eyeti tvith the lettef 
€ff Scripture, liave added another citcurflftancc 
from tradition, arid, poflibly, a tftlc Onfc 

They tell us, that, i^hen SaAi ^ent up td 
the cave, he went with an inifcntibh ttf feirch if 
IDavid were ifl it (than Which nbrhing can be 
more improbable) : but, obfcMiig the rjdduth df 
the cave ovcrfprcSd with a r|rider^ Wtb, he cdii- 
ciuded, that nothirtg had lately gone into it ; 
and fo, declining all thoughts bf featch, he only 
ftcpped in on* another occafionf. 

I SHALL not detain the r'eader with any dllt 
quifition upon the probability of this circum- 
ftance 5 but only obfervc to him, that there is i 
much more recent relatibri of alike efcapc, from 
n like caufe, in the accounts Itft-us of Fehx thfe 
martyr, whofe pcrfecutors, purfuing him to i 
cave, were ftopt (liort by the interpofition of a 
fpidcr's web : which gave occafion to that pretty 
refleftibn of Tmfittus s 

, — -Et aerh cejjit visfetreafilo. 

Thiaerial film repeU'd the iron force*. 
, When "jyavid returned from cutting off 
Sauts skirt, and rcftrained his men from doing 
him violence, Saul role up out of the cavc^ 
and went on his way; "David followed iboa 

* TBe Arahs have adopted this relation, and applied it lb 
Mahomet. 

after i 
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altera and, whtdhefaw ijitt/ dt a proper diftancc^ 
caHcd out, and addre(&d himfelf to him in tfaiA 
manner;— Af>i>r</ the KING I — And 
when Saai looked back, i^on hearing himfelf 
called, ^4Wi/ bowed hhnfdlf down to the earth 
to do him obeifadce, and then proceeded to ex^ 
populate witllJhito in the ibftefl: and moft fub^ 
nriffiyc tevms — ^Why fee Ihould liften to the 
idle reports of inch malignant men, as would 
make him believe, that ^avid meam: him 
hittxky whereas now he might judgei by his 
own experiehce^. 6f the truth of fuch refK^rts; 
iftafmuch as> a few moments ago, he had him 
abibiuiely in hi& power, at^d yet would cio him 
no mifchief, thck^h earneitly urged to ii\ Then* 
holding up the ikirt of the roie^ My father! 
faid he, ( i Sm. xxiv,j See^ yea^ fee the skirt 
of thy robe in my^ bandlf^t in that I cut off the 
iluriof thy rohy and killed thee not, know thou 
and fee that there is neither evil nor tranjgref' 
fen in mine hand: and I have not finned again fi 
thee , yet thon huntef my foul to take it. Then, 
changing his tone, he calls upon Goo, in a moft 
folemn maaner, to judge between thetn: The 
Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lard 
avenge me of thee ; but mine handjhall not bet 
upon thee: as faith the proverb of the ant lent s^ 
Wickednefsproceedethfrom the wicked: but mine 
hand Jhail not be upon theey that is, Guilt is the 
confequcnce and fruit of guilt : if I had been 
guilty of confpiring againft thee, I fhould have 
crowned that guilt by killing thee, when it was 
in my power. 

When 
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When he had thus cleared himfelf to the 
kingi and ftriiclc him with achoroagh convifti0i!i 
of his innocence, perhaps too with terror of the 
divine vengeance for the oppreffioh and perm- 
eation of innocence ! he then rettirns to the gea-^ 
tlepefs arid fubmiiiion of his firft expoftalation $ 
ui^ingr- that tht: king debafed himfelf it that it 
was beneath this dignity of fo great a prince, to 
porfuc ib iriiignificant a creature as he was — - 
jifter wkam is the kingoflfraelcome out ? after 
a dead dog, after a fled ^ And then eonciudes 
ail with a repeated appeal to Almighty God, and 
in earneft prayer for proteftion and deliverance* 

jfiND it came topafs^ fays the tea, (i Sam. 
ixiv. \6y &cO ivhen ^avidhad inade An end of 
fpeakingthefe words mtQ Saul, that Saulfaidi 
Is this thy voieei my fan ^avid? And SautUft 
iip his voice ^ and wept. And htfaid to Davids 
Thou art more righteous than h for thou haft 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded 
thee evil. And thou haft ft^ewed this day^ how 
that thou haft dealt well with me: forajmuch 
asy when the Lord had delivered me into thine 
hand, thou kilkdft me not. For if a man find 
his enemy, will he let him go well away ? Where- 
fore the Lord reward tbeegood, for that thou 
haft done unto me thi% day. And nowy behold, 
I know well, that thoufljalt furely be king, and 
that the kingdom of IJraelJball be e/tabltfbed irt^ 
thine hand"^^ Swear now therefore unto me 

* This he knew, fays St. Cbryfoftom^ from Davids mtiiDers, 

from his kingly virtues, as well as his uncommon fuccefs. ' Saul. 

* (fays Pr. Trifff) bting melted by thofe coals of kindnefs» which 

♦ • David, 
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fy the Lprdy that than wilt not cia off my feed 
after me, and that thou wilt n^t difiroy my 
name out of my fathers houje. And David 
/ware unto Saul: and Saul went homei but 
"D^vid and his mengM them up unto the hold. 

Saul knew, that luch oiagaanimity could not 
but predominate in the end; he knew how 
much this ad of heroifm, added to fo many pre- 
ceding, would make him amiable and admired 
by the whole world 5 and^ above aJi, he knew 
his divine deftgnation to the throne 5 and there* 
fiore he predidcd hi$ fuccefs. 

I SHALL trouble the reader but with two fhort 
obfervations upon this moft pathetic fpccch of 
Sauh. 

The firft is, that his fenfeof T>avids gene-* 
roHty muft be very ftrong, when he befceches 
God to reward it. . Indeed Saul had 00 equi- 
valeiu: to give ^avid for the kindnefs (hewn 
him; and therefore he refers hini to God for re* 
tribution. For if^ after this, he (hould even ikvc 
Davids life, yet ftill he could only fave the life 
of his bcft benefactors whereas T>avid both 
. fpared and favcd tixc life of his moft mortal 

The lecondis, that ^avidy by fparingjiis 
enemy, found himfelf pofTefied of the* proudcft 

* David had heaped upon his head, poaredi out himfelf in a flood 
' of paifionate expreffioos, and, for the prefent, fpakeas he thoughtt 

* bat good thoughts make but #thoreugh-fare ef wicked hearts i 
' they ftay not there* as thofe that like not their lodging i theif 
' porpofes, for want of performance, are but as clouds without 

* rain ; or as Hercukii*s club in the tragedy , of a great bulk, but 

* fiuffed with mofs and rubbiih/ 

. Vol. 1. L pleafurc 
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plcafurc human vanity could wi(h$ to fee his prince 
his petitioner! to fee his foe his fupplicant ! confci- 
ous, and confefling his own guilt, and 'Davi^% 
fuperiority ! and begging that mercy to his iflTue, 
which he himfelf had juft experienced, and had 
not deferved. Who would not fave an enemy, 
for the joy of fo glorious a triumph ! 



CHAP. XVIL 

SamuelV Death and CharaBer. David 
fojourns in the Wildernefs of Paran. A 
ConjeEiure concerning Orpheus, 

TH E laft chapter flicwed us Saul convinced, 
overwhelmed with T>avids generofity, re- 
pentant, and feemingly reconciled ; but it was 
a reconcilement which David coxxlA, not confide 
in. He had too well experienced SauPs unftea- 
dinefs in his reconcilements, or, to fpeak more 
plainly, his* inveterate envy, and invincible aver- 
iton ; and credulity had now been exccfs of folly^ « 
And therefore the text tells us, that -when Saul 
went home, T^avid and his men gdt them up 
into the hold: but whether by this he meant fbme 
faftnefs in the mo\intains of the wild goats^ or 
that hold which he had before poflcflcd in the 
hill of Hackilahy I caniiot fay« If he returned 
to Hackilahydoxxhilt^s he did it to the cojifufion, 
and perhaps, in fome mcafurc, fof the punifti- 
ment of th^ Ziphites^ who bafcly betrayed him, 

and 
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and now muft receive him again, (and, it may 
be, fubfift him) reconciled to his king. But 
my opinion is, that he returned with new plea- 
fure to finifti his vineyard, and his other improvc- 
tiicnts, at Engedi. 

Afioui* this time died the great prophet 
Samuely in the ninety-fcventh or ninety-eighth, 
year of his age 5 and all the Ifraelites were ga- 
thered together, and lamented him, (lamented 
him for many days, fays Jofej^hus) and buried 
him in his houfe at Ramah. 

Here we are to take notice, that the "^ews 
had no j^laces of public fepulture ; each family 
had its private fepulchres. And this appears to 
have been the praftice from Abraham to Jofeph 
of Arimathea. They were, indeed, moftly in 
fields, and in rocks i and Safnuel is the firft we 
read of who was buried in his own houfe *r 
though wc arc afterwards told, that Joab was 
buried in the fame manner, i Kings i\. 34« 
And the pradice might,, for aught we know^ 
have been frequent amongft them ^ as, we are 
told, it was injoined the ThebanSy before they 
built a houfe, to build a fepulchre in the place. 

Samuel had now ruled Ifrael . Hxteen^ or, 
as others think, twenty years, before the reign 
of Sauh and judged them (that is, was their 
J>ritu;ipal judge) for about forty years after* 
And K is no wonder, that fo righteous a ruler, 
and fo juft a judge, (hould be uncommonly and 

^ Ko more, as I apprehemiy is meant by this^ but that he was 
oarled'at liis hoiiie^ in. his garden* probably; for in i S^m» xxviii. 
3. he i& faid to have been buried in his own dtj. 

La univcrfallf^gle 
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univcrfally lamented 5 efpccially when the wif- 
dom and equity of his government, compared 
With Saul's tyranny and extravagance, made his 
memory moredear^ and his Ibfs more regretted. 

H E was now attended by all Jfrael to bis 
gravel and his remains were, many centuries 
after, removed, with incredible pomp,-and al- 
moft one continued train of attendants, from 
Ramab to ConftaniinopU^ by the emperor Area- 
dius^ A. D. 401. How iingular was the cha- 
radcr and the felicity of Samuel! 

Devotbd to God from the womb*, and 
worthy to be To! Early dedicated to the Divi- 
nity, and hallowed by his influence ! Defcended 
from prophets , himfelf a greater 1 

The fervicc of his God made the early 
' buiinefs of his life 1 nor ever interrupted by any 
thing, but the fervicc of his country. 

The Scriptures are, I own^ the delight of , 
my life $ but the pleafurc of perufing them is 
always 'heightened, when they dcmonftrate their 
own veracity.. 

No man, in his fenfcs, in the vigour of 
lifC) and in the age of ambitioii and avarice, 
forced by no danger, urged by no guilt, and 
prcflcd by no infirmity of mind or body, ever 
yet, voluntarily, and of his own choice, rcfigncd 
the fupreme power, fccluded his fons from the 

* Of him might be (aid* what was only more applicable to one 

other man : Thou art be that took me out of my mother* i woomh: 

thou nuaft my hqpe, *when I banged yet upon my mother s breafts. t 
have been left unto thee ever Jince I <was born : tbou art my Go4 
even from my mothtr*s 'Womt» Pfal. xxi. 9* 10. 
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fucccflion*, and clcfted two ftrangcrs to it, 
in fucccffion, neither of whom he had ever fecn 
before. 

Now Samuel did all this i and therefore, when 
the Scriptures aflure me, he did it by the divine 
command, I cannot help believing them : the 
narration carries its own irrtfiftibic evidence 
along with it. . 

Happy Samuel! exalted to fupreme power, 
without ambition, exerting it without oppreffion 
or avarice, and rcfigning it without relu- 
dance f!' 

Retiring (rare felicity!) with undl- 
minifhed dignity, or, to fpeak more juftly, with 
added honour, from the concurrent and uni- 
vcrfal teftimony of his country to his equity 
and incorruption !* Oh, would princes fo ufe their 
power, or fo refign it ! 

Illustrious in the fplendor of a throne, 
and yet more fo in the (hade of a cell ; fo far 
from envying his fucceffor to the fupreme power, 
that he pitied and he prayed for him. He had 
raifed him by the divine favour, but could not 
rcftore him. 

I T were hard to determine which was hap- 
pieft, his life^ or his death. He lived to the 

* I am fenfible, that his Tons were complained of, and deferved 
to be ihuc oat from the fucce£ion : but their adual feclufion uas 
only (as far as appears) in confequence of haul's divine defignation 
to die ^one. 

f If it^e obje£ted^ that the people defired a king in his flead, 
I own it : but yet his refignation was not in compliance n^ith their 
^efire, but the divine command. He was the deputy ot God, and 
would and could only refign at his^inifcance ; and^ when God com* 
xnanded^ he readily obeyed. 

L 3 jnoblcft 
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noblcft purpofcs, the glory of Goo, and the 
good of his country i and he died full of years 
and honours, univerfally lamented and defired. 

Such was Samuel I Such always were, and 
fuch always will be, in a good meafure, all 
thofc whofe beginnings arc laid in true religion, 
whofe duty is their delight, and their God theip 



^lory ! 



The burial of men of eminence, among the 



JewSy was a folemnity of fome continuance i 
likjs that of Jacobs for whom the Egypt tans j 
we are told, mourned threefcore and ten days. 
And, as all rapks of people croudcd to this 
folemnity from all parts, T^avid{o\xx\^ this a fit 
opportuhity to fiiift his fccnc, and to pafs lefs 
noticed into the wildcrnefs of Varan^ to the 
ibuth of Judea, and to the confines of Arabia. 
Nay, the Mahometan writers make it part of 
Arabia D^Jerta 5 and T^avid himfelf is gene- 
irally thought to own it fuch, in that dolorous 
complaint of the cxxth pfalm, where he laments 
his fo long continuance * in the tents ef Kedar. 
But that by no means follows; for he might, 
upon Saul\ purfuit, have paflcd from Paran to 
Arabia^ and fojourncd there a confiderable time. 
But ^s it was tl^e place of Jjhrnael's rcHdcnce, it 
cannot, I think, well be doubted to have been 
part of Arabia, 

And here it is obvious to obferye, how little 
mankind know what to wail or wifh for in this 
world. 

* What is rendered, in our tranllation, ^withMifech, is agreed, 
bv critics, to be underftood y» /(^^g-. 

pAyiQ 
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David now laments his detention in thofc 
wilds : and yet his fojouming there fcrvcd, in 
cfFed, but the better to prepare and fit him for 
his cpnquefts over the Edomites 5 which opened 
his way to the Red-fea^ and, in confcqucncc, 
to that traffic, which^ in his own, and his ion's 
reign, fp remarkably enriched and aggrandized 
Jiis kingdom. 

However, his fituation for the prcfcnt was 
very difagreeable to him. He loved peace, and 
order, and difcipline$ which ill fuitcd the reft* 
lefs and turbulent fpirit of the Arabs: My foul 
(fays he) hath long dwelt among them that are 
enemies unto peace. 1 labour for peace : but 
when I {peak unto them thereof they make them 
ready to battle. 

It is evident from thefc words that ^avid 
had endeavoured to mend the manners of thefe 
favages ; to reclaim them from their fierce and 
favage difpofitions ; and infpire them with the 
love of peace, and the arts of peace. 

It may be thought a wild conjecture; but 
it will not injure the reader to confider it: What 
if Orpheus in Thrace was no other than T)avia 
in 'Par an ? 

I B E G only to premifc and to fubmit one eafy 
cafe to the candid reader's conftderation ; and that 
is, whether, if he faw two hiftorical pidures, 
(the only two of the kind extant in the world) 
all whofe cut-lines, parts, proportions, principal 
figures, aftions, and attitudes, were exadly the 
fame, but the colouring and other circumftantials 
different, and one of thefc confcflTcdly anticnt, 

L 4 and 

jigitized by V^OOQlC 



152 An Hiftorkal Account of B, !• 

and a true original^ and the other dcmonftrably 
Jatcr, but the date and the author uncertain^ 
whether he would riot conclude the latter (what- 
ever its owners may pretend) to be in truth no 
other than a copy, induftrioufly varied from the 
great authentic, undoubted original. 

How far this may be ihe cafe between thif 
put ot David's hiftory and the fable of Of* 
fheus^ the reader will judge for himfelf. 

In the firft place, then, Arijlotle^ the moft 
exact inquirer of all antiquity, is of opinion, 
that there never was fuch a man as Orpheus * i 
confcquently, Orpheus is fome olhcr man chara- 
derizcd under that name. 

Vossius isof the fame opinion with jirif* 
totle^ and fays, that the name is Phoenicians and 
fignifies, ia that language^ a wife and learned 
man. Let us then inquire who this real perfoa 
was. who was thus charadcred under tLc name 
of Orpheus. 

The accounts of all antiquity agree in this, 
that' he was the moft eminent for his skill and 
maflery on the harp, of any man that ever lived. 
It is allowed, that David was that man. 

Phot I us tells us, he was a king (of the 
Macedonians and Odryfians, near the river He- 
brus in Thrace), ^avid is, at Icaft as far as I 
know, the only king of all antiquity famous for 
his skill on the harp. 

The common opinion is, that he was a Thra- 
tian. Tattfanias fays *^ in one place, that the 

• Cicero de Nat. Dear, lib. I. J. 38. edit. Da'^is^ 
*^ In Phccian, 1. 19. c. 30. 

7 ' antient 
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ahticnt Greek pii9:arcs drew him in a Grecian drefs^ , 
and that he had odthieg Thracian about him; in 
smother ^, that an Egyptiany whoTe name he does 
not mention, initfted upon his being an Egyptian. . 

Phi LOS t a a x u s fay s f , that the Babylonians 
highly honoured him i not on account of his 
muAc, but becaufe they found him drcfied with 
a tiara. And GrmaviuSy in his Roma Subter^ 
raneay finds fome very ^cient medals, in which 
he is reprefented with a tiara upon his head« 
This plainly fbews him an AJiatic prince. 

Now the word tiara is of Hebrew original^ 
and fignifies a rr^m^w, fuch as David took from . 
the king of Amm(fri% head^ and put upon his own 
(2 Sam. xii. 30.). Whom then can fuch a figure 
io properly reprefcnt, as king David? I own, I 
know not whom elfe it can reprefentrefpecially 
if we confidcr the dcfcription Callijiratus gives 
us§ of the ftatuc of Orpheus erefted. at Helicon^ 
near thofe of the Mufes. This, he fays> rcpre* 
ientshim of a moft beautiful perfon^ with fine 
* flowing hair, and fparkling eyes^ a lyre in his 
hand, and a tiara on his head, all kinds of birds, 
and mountainous wild beads about him, and all 
fifhcs of the Tea, all foftened, and attentive to 
his mufic. The very rbcks, lays he, feem fmit- * 
ten with his harmony $ the rivers running from 
the fountains, and the waves of the fea lifting 
thcmfelves up with love of his muiic $ and^ laftly, 
all the plants of the earth haftening to him from 
their feverat nurferies. 

* In EBacis, 1. 6. c. 20. f In Fita Jpollonii, I. i.e. 25. 

§ SMua Orpbei^ VII. 
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I SHALL not trouble the reader with an appli- 
cation of this defcrlption to the feveral circum- 
fianccs of Danjids perfon and charader. The 
relation is fufficicntly obvious ; and therefore I 
fhall only add, that whoever reads the Tfalms 
^f^avid^znd fees there the whole creation par- 
ticularly fummoned in, to fill up the chorus of 
the divine "^ praife, will find this (tatue a fine 
emblem of him and them. 

David was the fweet finger of IJraeL If 
we derive Orpheus from the Greeks it is a com- 
pofition of two words, which fignify a fine or 
fweet voice (oopoclk (poDvrl). 

The name of David's wife, Michal^ or 
Micholy in Hebrew^ is powerful \ Eurydice^ in 
Cretky of extenfve right or jurifdi£iion. 

David was the firtt of all that were properly 
and profcfTcdly poets. lamblickus calls Orpheus 
the oldeji of poets (in Vit. Tythag.) : and Plu- 
tarch (de Uujtca) tells us, that Terpandetj who 
fettled the laws of the lyric poetry, imitated 
Orpheus y but Orpheus nobody. 

David was a prophet. So was Orpheus. 

David endeavoured to reclaim the Arabs^ 
worlhippers of Bacchus. 

t Orpheus, the BacchanaUThracians. 

David had reclaimed defarrs (the tradition 
of the Arabs is, that fiones and birds were obe- 



♦ Sec PfaL cxlviii. O praife the Lord^ Sec. ye dragons, and all 
deeps-^-^mountainSf and all bills ; fruitful treesy and all cedars ; 

heaftSf and all cattle 'worms and feathered foiAili^^kings of the 

earthy kc, 

+ So Herod, and Stralo report of them. 

dient 
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s 

idient to him"^) j but be coald not reclaim the 
jtirabs. 

Orpheus made the rocks, woods, beads 
and birds^ to follow hirn, and ftoppcd the courfe 
pf waters ; but could not civilize the Thracians. 

David, the great teacher of the divine will, 
endeavoured to convert the ^J'Abs living in de- 
ferts, and reported by travellers to be very 
uncleanly in their eating, from rapine and mur- 
der, to the arts of peace. 

Sylveftres homines facer interprefque deorum^ 
Cadihus ^ fado viSlu deterruit Orpheus -^^ 
' Orpheus^ the facred prophet of the gods. 

From flaughter and from filthy food detcrr'd 

The woodmen wild . - - . - 

David's wife was ravifhed from him, and 
taken down to Lai/h^ near Acaron. 

Orpheus's wife was ravifhed f t ^o^^ \iV[x\^ and 
carried down to hell 5 that is, in the ftyle of the 
poets, fhe was carried to the region of Acheron. * 

Orpheus inceflfantly lamented his wife in 
the woods and caves. Can we doubt whether 
^avid lamented his ? a princefs that married, 
him for love, and faved his life, apparently at 
the hazard of her own. 

The Ivi*^ pfalm is fet to the tune or meafurc 
of a fong called Jonath elem recbokimi that 

♦ Hirbektte Bihliotb, Orient, f Horat. dt Art. Poet. 

"W Pluto ravifhed his wife Proferpine as fhe was gathering 
. flowers in a meadow. It was prophefied of Saul^ that he fhould 
take away the Tons and daughters of the J/raelites atpleafure; and 
the name of his wife Achifwim is made up of two Hibre*iu words, 
]vhich, with a common change of a *vau for ayV, iignify/Qzi> or 
fUafant rrafs, 

IS, 
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is, A dove in the remote woods. Surely, it 

is no forced conjcfture, to fuppofc> that this 
was fomc fong of 'David\ now dcfolatcd, and 
lamenting the lofs of his wife in the defarts of 
Taran. Wc could not expeft to find any fuch 
fong among the Pfalms \ they arc a colleftion 
of another kind 5 but fome memorial of fuch 
lamentations we might hope to find 5 ^t leaft, it 
would not be furprifing, if wc fhould. 

The way into Pluto's kingdom, Firgil tells 
us, was through a dark cave, fur rounded and 
guarded by the lake Avernus^, and thick black 
woods. This lake is thus dcfcribed by Virgil i 

- - - *^taa tactt nigro nemorumque tenebriSy 
^am fuper baud ulU poterant impune volafUes 
Tender e Uer pennis : talis fefe hdlitus atris 
Faucihus effundens, fuper a ad convexa ferebat. 
Uttde locum Graii dixerunf nomine Avcrnum. 

And here th'accefs a gloomy grove defends. 
And here th* unnavigable lake extends ; 
O'er whofe unhappy waters, void of light. 
No bird prefumes to fteer his airy flight ; 
Such deadly flenches from the depth arifc. 
And fteaming fulphur, that infefts the Ikies. 
From hence the Grecian bards their legends make. 
And give the name Avernus to the lake. 

Dryden* 

• Going to A*vtmuSi a Grecian would cxprefs by going to ^<w- 
noiif TTfi^^ ^Aofvoy, or e^i^Aoppov, which is an cafy corruption of 
Arnon» This river is the boundary of SauT% dominions for a con* 
fiderable length, and fpreads, not far from its fountain, into a lake, 
Airroanded with rocks and woods. It was eafy to blend and con- 
found the charadters and qualities of thefe two lakes. 

Who- 
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Whoever knows any thing of the lake 
AfpbaititeSy will find this to be the cxa£t dcfcri- 
ption of it in all the circumftances. This lake 
was the boundary of Sauh kingdom for a con- 
fiderable length (about an hundred miles); it 
was pitchy^ black, fetid, avcrfe to life, and part 
of it on fire for many ages after the invention of 
this fable. May not this lake then be StyXy 
Acheron^ Avemus^ and Phlegethon^ all in one > 
And the fcorched and withered region round it« 
(Aill retaining the marks oif Sodom's deftrudion) 
literally the Lugenti Campi^ or Lamentable^ 
Region ? Contiguous to which is another region 
of a contrary charader, delightful, abounding 
with pleafant groves, filled with nightingales, and 
anfwering the defcriptioa of the Elyjian fields. 

AriftauSy who carried off Eurydice^ has his 
name from aQ/L^r®^* ^^ rather oi^q^oiy the nobility. 
Phalti^ to whom Michal was given by Saul^ 
we may well prefume, was of that order: and 
I fubmit it to the learned in the Hebrew^ whether; 
ThaJtiel may not lignify as much. 

Orpheus was skilful in magic, found out 
the way of initiating into the facred myfteries, 
expiating crimes, curing difeafes, and appealing^ 
the wrath of the gods (Pauf. in Besot.). The 
whole oeconomy of the temple fervice was fettled 
and regulated by D a v i d $ his prayers (lopped the 
plague, and appeafed the divine wraths and his mu-> 
fie overpowered the evil fpiric that poflcffcd Sauk 
Orpheus offended the Thracian women, 
by carrying their husbands up and down after 
him (ibid.)^ David's men attended him in 

all 
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all his wanderings, and, for the' moft part^ 
without their wives, until their fcttlcmcnt in 
Gath 5 which, probably, their wives did not 
like. Nor is there any doubt that they were all 
highly offended with him, when they were made 
captives by the AmalektteSy in the abfcncc of 
their husbands, . who were then with ^avid^ 

Orpheus is allowed to have excelled all other 
poets in facred and religious hymns. That excel- 
lence will not, I believe, be denied to T)avid. 

Orpheus firft taught the rites of Bacchus y ' 
was an excellent dancer, and made dancing a 
ncceflary rite of initiation, and an eftabliftied ce- 
remonial in the fcaftof the gods {Lucian de Sal- 
tat.). D A V I Ds dancing at the .great feaft of 
removing the ark, and afterwards feafting the 
people both men and women, with each a piece 
of flefh, and a flagon of wine, is well known^ 
And as dancing, and drinking wine, were prin- 
cipal parts of the orgia of Bacchus^ this might 
naturally give rife to the ftory of Orpheus's in- 
troducing the rites of Bacchus among his count- 
try-men- 

Orpheus foftcned the infernal king with 
his mufic, and he let him have his wife- ^avid 
foftened king SauL Now king Sauly in Hebrew^ 
is hsaSO 1*?D 5 which words are radically the fame, 
when pointed, to fignify king Sauly and the in* 
fernal king. He detained Dan)id% wife front 
him 5 at latl gave her to him. 

Pluto 
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Pluto gave Orpheus his wife on certain 
conditions*, and took her back again, S auL 
gave DaVid his wife on certain conditions, and 
took her back. 

Plujo is charaftercd fad, relentlefs, unmer- 
ciful, inexorable; and is defcribcd holding a, 
fccptre, with which he drives the dead to hell : 
his attendants, Cerberus and the Furies. Is this 
any more than a poetic defcription of a melaa* 
choly , furious, outrageous, and implacable fM-ince, 
as Saul was ? who had his minifters of vengeance 
always about him 5 and delighted to fit with a 
fpear (that is, his fccptre) in his hand, ready to 
dcftroy, and to dart it where his rage direded. 

The only difficulty now remaining is, that 
Orpheus was, as is commonly believed, of 
Thrace y and David. of Palejlinei and yet even 
this will be removed, if we admit a conjcdurc 
of the learned Huetius. The people of Pale- 
fiine^ fays he, are called in Hebrew QPl^Ta. Now 
thcfc are the fame radicals, which, by an eafy 
tranlpoficion, become tD^nn > that is Thractans. 
Not to infift, that the wilds of Thrace were, 
indeed, a ftrange place from whence to bring 
the father and founder of the Grecian mufic : 
which Sir Ifaac Newton hath, with infinitely 
better rcafon and judgment, derived from Pa- 
leftine^ and from the age and anions of T>avid. 

• Pbottus fays fo, but names no conditions : nor the old Gretk 
poet quoted by Athen^eUs ; but that he gave her to him, b^ing 
foftened with his mufic* So that the condition mentioned by /Vr- 
gil, is> in all probability, an invention of his own. 

And 
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And that Orpheus was not a Thracian^ hath, I 
hope, been lufficicntly proved. 

But fuppofc the learned Huetius miflaken in 
his conjedure J it was eafy to (hift the fccnc, the 
better to difguife the truth, and veod the fable. 
Nor will it make much to our di fad vantage, that 
they ihifted it to a country, which, Tliny tells 
us, was the fountain of aU the Qreci^n fabulo* 
lity*, 

I SHALL not prefume to pronounce any thing 
upon the point 5 but barely to obferve, that it 
was eafy to build fuch a fable, as that of Or- 
pheus, upon the foundation of fuch an hiftory, 
as this of "David. And, if that was not done, 
how, otherwifc, every charafter, in both, (hould, 
fo furprifingly, and fome of them fo ftriaiy, cor- 
refpond, king Sauly (the very letters that confti- 
tutc the words) his charaftcr and country, with 
Pluto and his; Achinoam with Troferpine^ 
Michal with Eurydke^ and David with Or- 
pheus^ is to me, I own, utterly unimaginable. 

* fUny indeed fays, that the Grecians had their learning from 
Thrace : but the authorities to the contrary vaftly outweigh in this 
difpute ; and particularly Herodotus confiders them as a moft bar- 
barous nation. And Diogenes Laertius, (in Ptoctm.) and ^in^^ 
ison, quoted by jE/ian, (1. 8.) afiirm the dired contnuy. 
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CHAR XVIIL 

^fbeAcheftture ^Nabal recounted at large i 
Mr. BayleV Cenfure ^DavidV ConduA 
on tbif Occcfum confidered. 

T\Af^ID^ as I obfcrvcd in the laft chapter, 
J^ cottW do no good amodgft thofc barbarians 
tfa^ Ar»bs $ and, for this reafon, it is probable, 
he rook the firft opportunity he could^ witH 
fafety^ to leave them. 

As it was not the purpofe of the facred hifto«^ 
rian to give a lAiAute defcriptioti ef Davids 
wandrings in his exile, but to (hew the remark-^ 
able protedion of the Divine Providence ^^i^ft 
attended hin^ in that period of his life ; Ji^ 
(houkl not be ftifprifed to find feveral bre^ ia 
the relation, ftudioufly omitting minuteneflf^, 
and haftening to extraordinary and interefti^ig 
events, one which is related immediately attcc 
the account of "Da^ui^s^oiti^toTaran^ and is 
' as follows : Maon^ in the fouth of Judea^ was 
a city which gave its name to the neighbouring 
wildernefs, which is thought to have been coiv* 
tiguous to thk of Taran. 

In this city dwelt a rich man> but, as the 
text cxprcflcs it, churli/h and evil in his doingf^ 
whofe name was NabaL And as the riches of 
thofe times confided in natural wealth, fuch as 
flocks and herds, Nabaly. we are told, had three 
thoufand (heep, and a thoufand goats : thefc 

V0J..I. M >hc 
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he fed in CarmeU which poffibly, was a part of 
the wilderneis of Maon^ at kaft was in its neigh- 
bourhood. Not that Carmely fo famed for the 
tefidence of Elijh^J 5 for that was in the north 
of Judea, and this in the fouth. 

In this Carmely while T)avid was in that 
neighbourhood, Nabal had a fheep (hearing ^ 
and as that was antiently, ajid I believe is ftill, a 
fcafon of great rural feftivity, Nabal ta^dz /3i 
feaft for his hinds : which i)avid hearing of, 
fcnt ten ot his fcrvants with a very kind faluta* 
cion, and a requeft, agreeable to the ftmplicity 
and hofpitality of that agc> that he would> out 
of the plenty ptpyid^d for the occalion, fend him 
and his men Tome refrefhment. 

The man, i( feems^ was an unworthy de» 
fccndant from the great Caleb $ audi as I now 
cbferved, morofc and churlifh, one that knew 
nor.end df the abundance with which G op had 
bleOed hina, beyotid faticty and furfcit. He was, 
;what Caligula ufed to call Syllanus^ a golden 
kfute^. And when David % fcrvants had deli- 
vered their mcffage, he returned an anfwer 
agreeable to his charader^ rude and fuUen, and 
vefy natural to that infolence which wealth is too 
apt:to didate to undifciplined fpiritsf. 

The mcffage and the anfwer ate both (Ingu- 
jar in their kind, and not unworthy bur regard : 
ihe, former^ as it is a fine pidure of the antient 
and the true politencfs 5 and the latter, a ftrong 

• Xpyr?!/ '^^CdClov. This is properly a golden Jhtef^ 

image 
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image of ungovcrncd brutality. Borfi-.of thcfc ^ 
arc to be met with^ in i Satn. xxv. Sy ^c. And 
David fent out ten young men % and David /aid 
nnto thejoung men^ Get you up to Carmely and 
go to Nabaly and greet him in my name.^ And 
thus Jhall ye fay to him that liveth^ Peace be 
both to theey and peace be to thine hjouft^ and 
peace be unto all that thou haji. And now I 
have heardy that thou haft Jbeartrs : now thy 
fi>epherds which Were with us^ we hurt them 
mt^ neither was there aught miffing unto them^ 
all the while they were in Carmel. Ask thy 
young men J and they will fhew thee : wherefore 
let the young men find favour in thine eyes, (for 
we come in a good day) : give, I pray thee ^ what* 
foever comet h to thine hand^ unto thy fervants^ 
and to thy fon T^avid. Andy when T>avid's 
young men came^ they fpake to Nabal according 
to all thefe words y in th^ name of^avidy and 
ceafed^ 

Three things, in this meflage, aj:e well 
worth our notice. Firft, the diredion, tobim 
that livethi and, fccondly, the felutation. 
Peace to theCy and peace to thine houfe, &c. 
In the Scripture, livings and being happy ^ zti^ 
fynonymous*. David's own benevolent fpirit 
fuggefted to hia>^ that, being happy ourfclve^, 
we (hould dcligiu to make others (hare in our 
happinefs. Gob docs fo j and tlic man after 

\ 

• From them the Latin poct« learnt this ftylc : 
Vi<vamu5y mea Lesbia, atque amemus* 
Let us, my Ltjbiay live and love. ; 

. - M 2 Cop's 
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God'^ own heart does (b too. At the fame time 
^avid well iuiew, that Nabdl was boaod to 
ftlieve him^ from God's own ciqpre^ conu* 

Ik the next place, the beauty and propt iety 
of that antient eallern (alutation^ Teace be t$ 
thee^ &c. is very emphatical ^ inafmuch as the 
befi bkffings of life, and all the focial affections, 
attend upon peace. 

And, in the laft place, the modefty of this 
cneflage is very remarkable : for tho' ^avid had 
much real merit towards Nabal^ ytt he puts his 
requeft only upon the foot of having no demerit 
towards him t wefi knowing, that fome martial 
men are wont to deem this merit enough to» 
wards the tame inhabitants of the country, and 
they to think it fo^ but at the fame time re* 
ferrtng him to his own fervants for a fufler 
information. 

Stupid Nabal^ infcnffble to all thefe ci- 
vilities, returns an anfwer agreeable to the bear- 
ifhnefs of his nature (ver. 10, 11): And Nabdl 
Mfwered David's fervantSy and faid^ Who is 
^avid? and who is the fon ofjejfe'^? There 
be many fervants now-a-days that break away 
every man from his majler. Shall I then take 
my breads and my water ^^ and my flejby that 

■ ^ Dent XV. 7. Jfthtn h smongyw a foor man (that is, one in 
ntat&iy) rf any ofyoitr brethrem^'-''~^tbou Jhalt not harden thy 
heart f nvrjhut thine hand from thy poor brother, 

•f- He aifo had learned SemP^ contemptuous ilyle. 

{ Some think, that, being in a defart, where water was fcaree» 
mere waur is here meaat ; but water, probably, is here pot for 
auy liquor, 

I have 
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/ have killed far myjhearers^ and give it mtb 
men whom I know not whence they be ? 

When this anfwcr was reported to ^avid^ 
his indignation rofe to an high degree i bat 
without breaking out into any other words, thaa 
a (hort command to four hundred of his fol- 
lowers to gird on their fvvords, gnd attend hioi 
(The other two hundred were left with the 
baggage). 

In the mean time one of Nabah fervanrs 
reported Davids mcflagc, and their maker's 
anfwcr, to their miftrefs Abigail^ Nabah wifcf 
adding withal, that David zn^ his m^n had 
deferved well of their mafter, inafmuch as they 
were a guard to his flocks night »nd day, fa 
that nothing was Joft or dcftrpycd during the 
whole time of their abode In the wildernefs; 
and that they (hould have put their matter ia 
mind of all this, but that he was fucb a fon of 
Belial^ (that is, fo unruly and headftrong) they 
did not dare to fpeak to him. They ended 
with a ftrong aflurance, tH^t David would not 
let fuch an indignity go unrevengcd j and there- 
fore it behoved her to take fome fpeedy Qiea* 
fures to prevent the impending evil, 

Abigail was a woman of diftlnguifhed 
merit. She' had the advantage of a beautiful 
perfon, fet oflf by an excellent underftandingy a 
fine addrefs, and an uncommon prudence : (be 
was, as (i/Elian fays of Afpafia^ luth^i xi^ - 
<ra)<pr\, fair and wife. Abigail had the wifdom 
and the beauty of Afpafia^ without her ble- 
jnilhcs. We grieve to tec fuch women unhappily 

M 3 paired 
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paired with brutal husbands: though, perhaps, 
fuch husbands are (to iome of them) no more 
than a ncccffary allay to t;hat vanity which fo 
many accomplishments arc too apt to infpirc. 

A s foon as the feryants had done fpeaking^ 
Jhe made hafte, (fays the text) and took two hundred 
loaves, and two bottles (that is, two skins or bora- 
chios) of wine, and jhe peep jeady dreffed^ and 
fiv*e me a fur es of parched corn^ and an hundred 
clufters ofraijinsy and two hundred cakes of figs ^ 
and laid them on ajfes^ and^ difpatching fome 
fervants before her, told them (he would follow 
inftantly : and did accordingly, but without fay- 
ing one word of the matter to her husband. 

Her fervants well knew the way to Davids 
haunts : ^nd it was fOy (fays the text) as fie 
fodt on the afs^ that jhe came down by the covert 
of the hill'y andy behold ^T^anM and his men 
came down againf her^ andfi\ met them. 

Now the text informs us that David had 
faidi Surely^ in vain have 1 kept all that this 
fellow hath in the wildernefs^ fo that nothing 
was mijfed of all that pertained unto him^ and 
he hath requited me evil for good. So and more 
alfi do God unto the enemies of "David^ if I 
leave of all that pertain to him^ by the morn^ 
tng light y any that pijfetb againfi the Walh 
that is, as interpreters generally expound it, he 
determined not to leave fo much as a dog alive 
in his family. 

Abigail could cafily perceive, both by his 
haftc and his looks, that v'ertgeahce vyas deter- 
jmincd againft her husband,' and that ail hei: 
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addrcfs was little enough to avert it ; and there- 
fore, as foon as ever (he faw Davidy (he threw 
herfeif from her afs, and fell upon her face before 
him, and deprecated his vengeance, in fuch a 
ftrain of humble, pathetic, natural (and, for that 
reafon, apparently very artful) eloquence, as is 
not, I verily think, to be paralleled in anti* 
quity. 

She begins, by begging that the bUmc of 
this mifcondud might light on her; but begs 
at the: fame time, that iie would pleafc to hear 
what (he has to fay in her own excijfc (as for 
Nabal^ he was below T>avids notice i a man, 
as his name implied, of very mean underftand- 
ing^): and (he cxcufes herfeif, by alTuring 
him» that (he heard not a word of his meflfagc^ 
until his fervants were fent away. She then 
infinuates the goodneft or God to him, iq with- 
holding him from revenge, and from blood 5 and 
in the very fame fcntence infinuates. a mb(l 
folcmn adjuration t to abftain from both: and, 
immediately after, befecches him, that he would 
fufFer his fervants to accept her prefcnts, (they 
were too rrjcan for his acceptance) repeating her 
petition for for^ivenefs; and adding, that God 
would certainly prefervc him from his enemies, 
whom (he wiihes to be all as Kabal\ that God, 

• l^ahal is his name^ (fays (he) and folly is m him^-'-'^Nalal 
in Hehrrw, iignifies a fool. 

•f- Here Li Cten obferves, that whoever refufed any thing that 
was fie and juA, wheirthus adjured, was as guilty of perjury^ 
as if he bad been exprefly forfworn ; becaufe he was, in that 
cafe, deemed to have defpifed the name of God» by which that - 
3^9 rec^o^ft was made. 

M 4 whof^ 
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vhofe battles he had fought, (finely inilnuating^ 
that fuch only were worthy his prowefs) aad 
whofelaws he had hitherto kept inviolate, would 
certainly preferve, and in the end eftabiifh him 
in the throne; and that then it would be matter 
of no remorfe or diiquiet to him, that he had 
abftained from felf^vengeance^ and the (bedding 
of innocent blood ; concluding with an earned 
requcft, that when God had eftablifhed him^ 
he would remember her, 

Thb beauty, energy, and addrefs of this 
oration are fuch, as 1 (hall not take upon me 
to explain or illuftrate in any adequate degree : 
and therefore I leave it, as proper matter oC 
curiofity, to every reader of tafte 5 to the learned, 
in the original i and to the Icfs learned, in every 
tranflation. 

Abigail had no fooner ended, but 2)^- 
wdy throughly changed from his puipofc, and 
ftruck with horror of the vengeance he had 
determined to take, breaks out into thankf- 
givings to God, and bleffings upon her, that 
had turned him from his evil purpolc ? Eleffed b( 
the Lord God of Ifrae^ which fent thee this 
4ay to meet me : and blejfed be thy advice^ 
and blejfed be thoUy which haft kept me this day 
from coming to jbed blood, and from avenging 
wyfelfwith mine own hand^ For in very deed^ 
as the Lord God of Jfrael livethy which hath 
kept me back from hurting theCy except thou 
kadft hafied and come to meePmCy furely there 
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had not been left unto KabaU by the morni^ 
lights any that pijfeth"^ againft the wall. 

SO T>avid received of her band (faith the 
text) that which jbe had br0ight him^ mdfaid 
unto her. Go u^ in feace to thine houfevfee X 

haue 



* A s I have loDg bten fully fatisfied, that the Scriptures are t])f 
' fountainhead of all true policenefs jimong mankind; and as nothing 
is a Wronger inftanCe of true politenefs^ tiuin thedeceoqr with whid» 
the neceliities of nature* and the intercourfe of theijexe»> is expreffed ; 
and I find every thing offenfive in thefe asjcarefully concealed in th« 
Hebrew phrafeology, as the inllinds of nature dldate the actions 
themfelves ihouJdy I cannot help fufpe^n^ that, where-ever it ia 
otherwife in our tranilation^ that tranflation is faulty. That the 
tranflators are faulty in a ytrf coar(e olFenfive verfion from the 
Greik, is clear to a demonftration, ^om that paflage in the xith. 
ch. of St. Johns Gofpei, at the 3Qth 'V. which fhould be thus tiaaf- 
lated ; Lord^ fy this time he fmelleth ; for be hath been dead four 
days. How ofFenfively this very decent mor^fmelleth is tranftated 
in our verfion, the reader may fatisfy himfelf, by having recoorfe 
to it ; it being xabufed by a word which I never wrote, nor ever ^ 
pronounced, from a child ; and if they are thus faulty in language 
fo well known, I am vei^ apprehenfive, they may be more fo in 
one fo much lefs ftudied and underftood. Now I apprehend that 
paiTage referred to in the text, ihould be tranflated thus, any that 
luatereth againfi the ivall. 

Whenever any a£lion or thing carries any thing ofienlive in the 
idea^ almofi; all languages have learned the politenefs of expreiEng 
that a6lion by two or more different terms ; feme of which expreis 
it without the annexed turpitude or offence, as others with it : the 
former is the language of the better bred, and the latter of the viler 
vulgar. 

Now I find two words in the Hehretjo tongue figntfying the 
neceHity of nature now under confederation ; one of thefe I find in 
the mouth of a mofl accomplifhed man to a woman of the fame 
charafier, and the other in the mouth of an infolent enemy to a 
befieged people, whom he had a mind to affright with all the hor* 
rors *he could croud into his threats. Therefore when I find him 
threatening that people to reduce them to the diflrefs of feeding 
upon the neceffitics of nature, 2 Kings xviii. 27. I conclude he 
ineaot to exprefs thofe neceffities in all their horror and offenfive 
forpitude : and therefore^ of the words fignifying the fame necef- 

fity, 
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h^Lve hearkened to thy voice y and have accepted 
thy, per/on. *. 

The fined fpirits are fooncfl: kindled into 
a flame i and to fee them quickly cooled aiid 
calmed again upon the firft (hew of fubmiffion, 
by the firft gleaiQ of bonvidion, and raging wrath 
changed in one inftant intp flowing humanity 
and benignity, is the furcft te(f of genqrofityj^ 
and true magnanimity! 

I T muft be owned, that this refolution of 
David's is not eafiiy acquit^ted of raihnefs and 
cruelty. However, a good deal may be faid to 
afleviatc, if not to remove, the guilt of it. He 
was now, as Henry of Ravarre ufed to fay 
of himfelf, a king without a kingdom^ a husband 
%vithQUt a wife^ and a Joldier without money I 
He could not always fubfift himfeif by the fpoils 
of his enemies : the tyranny of his prince pre- 
cluded him from fubfifting in any of the ordinary 
ways of other fubjeds ; and his diftingui(hed 
merits towards his country well inritlcd hin^* 
to a fupport from thence. And befides all this, 
his particular bcncfadions to Nabal gave him 
a peculiar claim to his benevolence j for he had 
not only not injured him in his flocks and 
herds, which Mr. Bayle would very unfairly 

fity, I conclude that ufed by Da'^id to be the modell and the decent, 
ftnd that by Rahjhakeb to be the indecent and offeniive. I hearti- 
ly wilh, that oar traaflators had learned, and that Tome people of 
high ftation and quality would learn, or give a little mor& atten- 
tion tOy this di|lin6tion. 

• In the original it is, / ha*ve lifted up thy face ; that is, J 
have raifed thee from a poftare of fupplicatioo, and granted thy 
petition. 

infinuatc 
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infinuarc to be his whole merit towards KabaU 
but he had, in truth, protcded and defended 
his poflcllions — They were a wall unto us 
(fay his own fervants) both by night and by day 
(i Sam. XXV. 16.) They were in a defart, 
.and in the neighbourhood of the Arabs ^ and 
within the reach even of the ^hilifiine incur- 
fions : at leaft, within thofe of the Amalekites^ 
who made a praftice of fpoiiing the Ifraelites^ 
( I Sam* xiv. 48. ), and for that reafon alfo 
well deferved to be deftroyed. And what Ids 
could be meant by protefting them both by 
night and by day^ in fuch a fit nation, than pro- 
tecting them from rapine, from theft, and from 
wild beafls? Nor could this be done without 
much care, and even fomc hazard of their lives. 
And had i>avid^ after all, no right to any part 
of all that he had thus preferred, or any reward 
of any kind i Were Mr. Bayle now alive, 
I will prefume to fay, he would fcarce venture 
to expofe his ignorance fo far as to anfwcr this 
queftion in the negative. 

Upon this prefumption, I will venture to 
ask another quclUon, VVhat was David to do 
in this cxi-cncy ? It he fufFercd this rude refufal, 
and aroli abulc, to go unchaftifed, he muft of 
ncccilky fall into contempt; and to be defpifed, 
in ui^ Jrcumliaaces, was to be undone at once. 

To be rctuicd, was injury enough. He had a 
right to be relieved 5 and every man, in infupcra- 
ble neceffuy, hath fo*, at leaft, every honett 

man; 

• And therefore, the cafe that Mr. Bayle puts, of a prince of 
dit bipod of France put of favoiir, going about, and raifm^ con. 
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nian ; and, if he eannot obtain this by fair mcatns, 
he hath a right to ufc force; and fo the law 
of nature clearly determines. And therefore, 
with great fubmiffion, Mr. Bayle^ who fup- 
pofcs ^avid to have aftcd in this point againft 
the law of nature, aod to have bad no right to Na-^ 
bah goods, is very greatly miftaken, and not faf- 
ficicntly informed in the law of nature. For Nabal 
therefore not only to refufe, but to add reproach 
to refufal/reproach at once fo contemptuous^ and 
to injurious, inflamed the indignity to the higheft 
degree. Fugitive and flave are imputatrons of 
fuch united contempt and contumely; and when 
retorted, by ingratitude, upon a guardian and 
benefadior, are provocations paft bearing. 

Add to all this, that Nabal was one of thofe 
Ztphites that had before betrayed David to 
Saul: fo his race befpeaks him, and fo Jofephus 
exprcfly calls him. In a word, the refolutiou 
againft Nabal was the refolution of a mortal, 
not to fay a military man, too much injured 
and provoked, and urged by neceffity and felf- 
prefervation. The change, and the thankfgiving, 
upon being averted from evil, were the f?nti- 
ments of an heroj and a faint. 

We have an account of a condud not unlike 
this, in Voptfcu:^'^ hiftory of Aurelian: Wheri 

tributions by military execution, is not fair, nor adequate to this 
of Da'oid'i \ for Saul was dethroned by the divine fentence^ and 
Danjid 2£i\x2\\y anointed to the throne. And, to fuppofc that, in 
that cafe, he had not a right to neceflary fubfiftence, (from which 
nothing but the cruelleft tyranny precluded him) is to fuppofe as 
grofe aft abfurdity as ever was advanced* 

he 
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he OLXOt to Tyatuiy the city of that pboc, vaia 
impoftor AfoUmms^ and fouod the gates {hut 
againft him, he deekired in a rage, that he would 
VLQH leave a dog alive in it. His ifoldiers^ headi^ 
this dedaHitiQA, preffed the /lege with more 
than ordinary vtgomr : but, however, before k 
was rediKed> it was betrayed by ocie of the 
citizens into the emperor's hands ; who, fram 
an uncommon ftraia of policy and generofity^ 
flew, the traitor, and fpared the city. And 
when the^^dier^, whoexpeded the (^ccageand 
•Qiot^of the-pbce, according to fhe emperor's 
declaration, urged him to the exccuuon of it| 
I did (fays he) declare I would not leave a 
dog alivs here : I command you to kill them 
all. ' 

The dignity of this £iying is heft eftimated 
by its influence I for we iind it was able to 
fubduc even the rapacioufncfs of a degenerate 
foldier-fpirit;^ they accepted it inftcad of fpoil: 
The whole army (fays the hiftorian) received 
ity as if they had been enriched. 

When Abigail returned home, (he faund 
her husband in the midft bf his revels, and 
drinking to a great excefs (turning the medicine 
into a diftempcr, as Pliny calls drunhnnefs)A 
and therefore (he took no notice to him of 
her tranladion with *David^ until flecp had 
reftorcd him to his fcnfcs* She then told him 
of his danger, and, whhout doubt, painted Ic 
in the livelieft colours; at Icaft, if we may 
judge by the cfTed, which is ^ thus defcribcd in 
the text: 

AMD 
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AN^ it came topafsin the mornings when 
the wine was gone out of Nabaly and his wife 
had told him thefe things^ that his heart died 
within him, and be became as a ftone. jfnd 
it came to pafs about ten days after^ that the 
Lord/mote Mabal^ that he died. The bafenefs 
of his own heart made him bclieye ^avid 
Incapable of forgiving hlai, and therefore his 
terror became irremediable. 

This extremity of terror we commonly ex^ 
preis by the term of thunder-firuckh wliich is 
finely and feelingly dcfcribed by Ovid (Trift, 
1. I. el. 3.): 

Non aliter ftupui^ quam qui fovis ignibus i£im 

Vivits & eft vita ne fetus ipfefua. 
$0 was I ftunn'd) as one that's thander*ftruck! 
Who lives J but lives unconfdoos of his life. ' 

W£ have many accounts of tiicn dying 
through fear of death : but as nothing that we 
caU accidents, or natural caufes, excludes the 
interpofition of Providence in any event $ there* 
fore the Scripture phrafe is highly to be juftified 
and admired^ which imputes Nabal's death to 
a ftroke from God. A -way of thinking, which 
both Homer and FUrgil have copied in two 
remarkable inftances. 

When ^avid heard, that Nabal was dead» 
be again breaks out into bleffings and thankA 
givings to God, that had diverted him from 
the intended evij : Blejfed be the Lord^ that 
hath pleaded the caufe of my reproach from 
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the hand of N^bal^ and hath keptMs feirvant 
from eH)il : for the Lord hath returned tJie 
wickednefs of Nabal upon his own head. 

How fine a- document istbis^to mankitid 
to remit injuries, to refer themfcJves and their 
concerns to the- Providence: of God, to qucB 
the fpirit of revenge in the haughty heart:, and 
to recede from ra(h . and wicked refolutions^ 
tho' backed even by folemn oaths! 

Wheh a decerit time had intervened^ after 
the death of Nabzl^, ^avid fcnt meflen^eis 
to Abigail with ptopofals of marriage r whicK 
(he accepted with (ingular hutnility/ and undi£- 
femfoled joy; ft ranger dike to afffeded delay, 
and anvtrtttous/difgaile. In all .probability, no 
fuch forms obtained in thofe fitnpler.ag;es.:.6r, 
if any did> (he had.too mach good fen&^to 
be enflaved to them« 

. AN^Jbearofcy (faith the text) midbowed he$- 
f elf on her face to the earthy and Jaidy.Behoid^ 
let thine handmaid be. a fervant to wajh the 
feet of the fervant s of my L&rd{Wttty we fce^ 
(he bowed h^rfelf to the earth, eVen to. the 
fervants of Davidy in honour of their maifter; 
as the houfes of parliament uncover in honour 
of the king's mcflfage). And Abigail hajied 
and arofe, and rode upon an afsy with five 
damfels of hers that went after her\ and Jbe 
went after the mejfengers ofT>avid^ and became 
his wife. 

David had, in all probability, at this time, 
(I grieve to tell it) another wife, Ahinoam^ of 
J^fi^^h ^ city in the fouth of Judah^ and neigh- 
bourhood 
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fxKniioad cf Carmd^xo whom, it is beikxrcd^ 
he w« unmcd bcfDR his afliabce with Jhigail"^^ 
PoLYG AMT was a pridtcc prevalent ia thofe 
iigiBS, from a corropt inteq>ret«ion of Levitt 
xviii. i8/afidI>4«M{^^tobablyhopedtoftfeiigthe& 
Iiis incercft in his own tribe by this douUe aili«- 
ance^ c(pedafly when he apprehended k muft be 
eonfidetaUy weakened in that of Benj^mn^ by 
Michal^s being ndcen away from him^ and be- 
llowed upon Thaitiily the&n of La^^ a Ben- 
jamite (which SmI did^ to take away all his 
pretenikms to the crown from that alliance). 
Donbtieis, this injarywhi|ch£fir/ did him, would 
have been fome^ or, to ipeak more properly, a 
fuffidcnt I aftificattoa for ^aviits taking another, 
if tie had flopped there, inafmudi as his own 
wife lived in adultery, ankl therefore might be 
divorced ; but, when once he married Abigati^ 
he went on, and married more s for error knowa 
no end. 

^ Becaofc^ vrftetterer Aqr tre menttoMd, JhiM^m is always 
Bamcd firiL i Sam. vnrii. 2. and jaa. c. a Smm. ii. 2. and 
SI. a. 
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C H A R XIX. 

David goei into Saul'jf Camp in the dead 
of the Night with one Companion. W^hat 
enfued thereupon. 

IT fhould fccm, from the preceding accounts 
oi David's fojourning among the Arabs^ and 
marrying two wives, fincc his laft reconcilement 
with J^^ that there had now been a confi- 
derahle intcrmiflion of his perfecution. For he 
himfclf complains of his delay among the Arabs % 
and the multiplying of wives is a budnefs of Id- 
fure, at leaft, if not of idlenefs: and therefore 
it is, feemingly^ matter of fome wonder, to fee 
commentators and chronolpgers croud all thefe 
tranfaftions, and more, into the cbmpaft of one 
year. But, for my own part, fince my late bet- 
ter acquaintance with thefe authors, I have learned 
to be lefs furprifcd at any inftance of their in- 
accuracy or incogitancy. They are men (a very ^ 
ifew excepted) who tranfcribc with great accu- 
racy and tread with great exaftncfs in the tracks of 
their predeceflfors : but as for clearing difficulties, 
throwing light upon obfcurities, or placing events 
in their natural order and diftance, from the force 
of genius and penetration, or intenfc thinking; 
he that expefts to find much of that amongft 
, ihcm, will find himfelf much difappointed. 

Saul was a young man when he came to 
the crown, (i. Sam. ix. 2) and his fourth fon 
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was forty years old when he died (2 Sapi. ii. 10.). 
He died a king, and hi^ reign was uninterrnpted % 
and yet fomc commentators gravely fiippofc him 
to have reigned only two years. And farely no 
man that confiders this, will be much furprifed^ 
to find Davii% long dweSing in the tents of 
Kedaty his marrying two wives in iiiccefiion, 
his return to Ziph^ his fubfequent reconcile- 
ment to Sauly and flight to Gatby aS arouded 
into the compafs of one year. 

However, taking it for granted, that ffacie 
tranfaftions took up more time than is allowed 
them, without prcfuming to determine how 
much, I fhall proceed to confider the three laft 
of them in their order. 

The next news we hear of Davids after his 
marriage with Abigail^ is, his being again at 
Ziph^ and being agata betrayed by the Ziph^ 
ites ^. 

The 

* This accoaiit*Mr. Bayh takes to be die fame widi that of Ida 
being at 2(^/&(chap. xxiii'.); bat without prefiuning. or ((hall I 
fay ?) voachfafing, to give any reafon for h» opinion. In this he 
a^ed wifely s becaoib, I am well fati8fied» he coold a^n no rea- 
f6n for this aflertion, that could ihuid the teft of the flighteft 
examination. 

When David y99!i iirft at Ztpb^ the Ziphitit iptdStA Saul to go 
againft him, with aEurances, (hat they would deliver him into hia 
hands ; but, before 5a»/ could reach him, DavUi^ipt into the wil- 
deroefs of Maon^ and there narrowly efcaped in the manner before 
leiated. 

At this time the Z'tphiUs barely inform Saul of David't being 
in their neighbourhood : they neither prefs him to go againft him» 
Dor do they give him any affarance of delivering David into his 
' hands Not the firft ; becaufe they might apprehend, that Samr% 
refentmenc might now be fomewhat cooled (as, indeed, it feems to 
be; for he neither gives them the fame thanks^ nor is he in the 
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The numbers he fupportcd would nor allovir 
hitn ro coatinuc long in the l4mc pUcev and 
therefore he was often obliged to (hift for fub- 
iiftence. And I doubt not but his long con- 
verfation with the Arabians taught him how 
and when to do this to greateft advantage. 

W « do not read of his having been among 
the Zifhites itncc their laft treachery to him. 
And, if he were not, it is probable ^hcy now 
dreaded his return^ as fearing the effca:s of his 
refeftCfficnt; and therefore they informed Saul 
of bis retreat. 

Ir is jttftly and judicioufly obferved, that 
tl)c injured often forgive, but the injurer never: 
the ilme malignity of mind which makes them 
do an injury, will not fuffer them to forgive 
it ; they have no notion, that others have gene^ 
l^oicty enough to remit what they are iure they 
themfdves never would in the fame circum^ 
ilances: and therefore the injured are always 

fiuae tranfport upon their infonnation) t not the fecond i becaufe 
thejr were unfuccefsful in their former engagement: they had 
lenmt by experience* that DasvU was not fo e^ily to be forprifedit 
or OYer^rfiachedy as they at firfl imagined. 

In the firft account* DavU, as was before noted, Ihifted quick 
from ZtfJ^ to Moon : in the fecond, David continaes ftill in Ziph, 

and in Xiph fnrprifes Saul in the midft of his camp. In the firft^ 

Davii^ with difficulty* efcapes Baul: in the fecond, Saul fnlia 

into DaviiTi hands. In the iirft, David flies from Maou ta 

Mngidi : in the (econd, from Zipb to Gatb \ from whence he no 
more retained <!uring the life of Saul. In a word ; ail the me« 
terial circumftances of time* place^ and accidents, antecedent, fub* 
fe^uent, and concomitant, relating to the firft expedition, are in- 
tirely 4iiFercnt from Cho£e of the fecood. And if all-thefe are noc 
able to countervail the weight of Mr. BayU's Ipfe dixit ^ they that 
are of his opinion, for no better reafons than his authority, are* 
with great fubmiffioo, no \%t^ free thinkers. 
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treated by thcip as irreconcilable enemies, whom 
the intereft of their own fafcty obligfes them to 
opprefs. 

This, in all probability, was now the cafe 
of the Ziphites^y and, perhaps, if they had not 
thrown this temptation in his way, Saul's recon- 
ciliation had continued longer uninterrupted. 
His refentment was like embers raked up, (Jup- 
pofitos cineri dolofo) which the ieaft routing 
kindles anew. His chofen band of 3000 picked 
men was always in a readinefs, and out he 
iflucs with them once more againft T)avidi 
and pitched J (/. e. his camp) as the text tells us, 
I. Sam, xxvi. 3. in the hill of Machilah^ which 
is before Jejhimon by the way. T^avid had 
before deceived him, by hiding himfelf in a 
defencclefs and unfufpefted place, by the fide 
of the highroad; and Saul refolved he (hould 
not play him the fame deluiion a fecond time : 
but he forgot, that David was too good a 
foldicr to attempt it 5 well knowing that Saul 
would now be prepared for fuch a deceit. Da- 
vid therefore contented himfelf with retiring 
into the receffes of the wildcrnefs, and fend- 
ing out fpies to obfervc Sauh motions $ and 
when he had learnt from them, that he was 
. aftually come out in perfon, and where he was. 
encamped, he walked up with only two com- 
panions, Ahirnelech the Hittite^ and Abijhai 
the Ton of Zeruiah^ {^avid's fiftcr) and 
brother to Joah, to an eminence, from whence 
he might take a diftinfl: view of Saul's camp. 
And when he had well cbafidcrcd and examined 

it. 
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\ and thoroughly fatisficd himfelf of the very 
fpot in which iJ^^/'s tent flood, which was in 
the very centre of the camp, he asked hiis com- 
panions, which of them would go down"^ with 
him to Saul^ and to the camp ? Abijhai an- 
fwered. That he would. And accordingly when 
they judged it late and dark enough for their 
purpofe, they took their way thither. 

If it be asked. Why ^ avid choic to go with 
one companion, rather than take both ? 

I ANSWER, That fccrecy was now the great 
points and David thought himfelf fafcr, in this 
refpcft, with a.fingle companion. Lefs noif© 
and accidents would attend on two, than on 
any greater number. Perhaps too, Abimelech 
was left behind with dircftions what meafures 
to take with T>avid's men, in cafe of an alarm. 

When they reached the camp, they found 
it in a deep quiet ; fleep and filence reigned 
thjoughout : fo on they paflcd, until they came 
to the centre, where Sauh tent flood, (or, as 
the LXX. undcrftand it^ his chariot^) and 

* This expreflion plainly (bews, that they were then upon an 
eminence higher than that of SauPs camp 5 for otherwife, as Saul'j^ 
camp was pitched opon an hill, the expreflion mafl: have been, 
Who will go up with me ? ^ 

f The mention of Saut^ chariot puts me in mind of that part 
of the fable of PlutOj mentioned by Paufaniasy that he carried off 
Froferpine in a chariot with golden reins ; from whence he was 
called -^^xjiriwio'^j golden-reined, Subjeds take their fafliions from 
the prince. Saul cloathed the Ifraelite ladies with fcaflet and 
gold : it 19 a fair prefamption, that they followed his fafhion. 

Grotius obfenres, that princes were antiently wont to repofc 
themfeives in theirchario ts during their abode iix the camp. 
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faw him ftretchcd out at his length faft afltep^ widi 
his fpcar flack in the groand at his bolfter "^^^ an4 
Abner and bis other ca^^tains lying round him. 

Abishai thought this the happieft oppor^ 
tunity that could offer to rid David of hi^ 
mortal and implacable enemy; and therefore 
earneilly begged for leave to fmite him $ aflur^ 
ing him, that he fhould have no need to repeat 
his blow : God. (faid he) hath delivered thine 
enemy into thine hand this day: now therefore 
let me finite himy 1 pray thee^ with the fpear^ 
even to the earth at once^ and 1 will not finite 
him a fecond time. But David^ ftill fteady to 
his principles, and the generoitty of his owii 

^ This is much fuch a pidlure as Ziliui haUciu ghr^ hs %JS, 
Mago (the brother of Hatmibal) in his camp : 
:;■ .. ,,.-..-.- ^ - ... }fic dtgemr Hk 
Billigeri ritus taurino membra jacehat 
Effultus tergOf tsf mulcebat trtfiia fomno, 
Uau'dfrocul hafta viri terrz dt^xA propinqtue^ &c. 

SiL hal lib. 7. v. 291, fef/w, 
....»...*» Nor he, degenerate 
From martial rites, flretchM on an 6x*8 hide. 
Forgot his cares in ileq> ; and near him ftoody 
Tix'd in the ground^ his /pear ^ &c. 
Though I think the weary and uncenCry'd Thp-acians in Hmir, 
eive us rather a flronger image of Saui and his camp : 

Arriving where the Thraaan fquadrons lay, 
And eas'd in deep the labours of the day. 
Ranged in three lines they view the proiirate band ; 
The horfes yok*d befide each warrior fiand ; 
Their arms in order on the ground reclined $ 
Through the brown fhade tl^ folgid weapons fbinM s 
Am'\d& lay Rhe/uj, ftretch'd in fleep profound, 
And the white ilceds behind his chariot bound. 

Pope's Homer, Uiad i%^ 

heart,. 
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hearty abfolutely forbad him : ^ifif$y him not % 
for who can fir etch forth his hand again^ 
the Lords anointed^ and be guilt lefs? (i Sam. 
xxvi. 9.) adding moccover, that his life was 
in the hand of God^ who would take him oflf 
in his own time, and in the manner he thoaghc 
beft : but, as for himfclf, The Lord forbid (Szy% 
he) that I Jbould fir etch forth mme handagainft 
the Lords anointed! Upon this, he orders 
Abijbai to take away the fpear and the crufe 
of water*, which was at SatU*^ bolder^ and come 
away inftantly with them. He did foi and 
they returned, as they came, in ftill iilence> 
through the deeping ranks, without being icea 
or heard of any mortal : They gat them away^ 
(fays the text) and no man faw ity nor knew ity 
neither skwaked ^ for they were all ajleep^ be^ 
eauje a deep fieep from the Lord was upon 
Ithem. 

Wh ether any thing fupernatural be meam: 
by this expreflion of ^i deep jleep from the Lord^ 
(as the beft commentators thmk there is) or the 
facred penman ufed it only in conformity to the 
flyle of the Hebrews^ who arc wont to add the 
name of God to any thing that is extraordina- 
ry, I (hall not take upon me to determine. 

When David zxA his companion had gain- 
ed a conHderabie diftance from the camp, and 

* Some imagioe this to be a clepfydra, or one of thofe water 
watch-meafures ufed by the antients in their camps : others, that 
i^ was only a veflcl of water kept for wa&ing, in cafe of legal 
pollations : and others, that it was laid there for drink, in cafe 
of thfrft, which the beat of the feafon might well create a de- 
^a^d for ^ for it W4S a^oat the time of fheep- (hearing. 

N 4 afcendcd 
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afcendcd an eminence oppofitc to it, (probably 
the fame from whence they had before obfcrved 
it) David called out, as loud as he could, to 
'Abnety that the king and the whole camp might 
hear him, upbraiding him with a failure in his 
duty, and neglcd in guarding the king as he 
ought*, who but now had a narrow efcape, in-: 
afmuch as there had been one in hi$ camp with 
a full purpofe to dcftroy him i a negled for 
which thdfe who had the care of his facred. per-r 

. fon well deferved to die : Art not thou (fays 

he to Abner) a valiant man ? and who is like 
to thee in Ifrael ? Wherefore then hafii thou not 
kept thy lord the king ? For there came one of 
the people in to dejlroj the king thy lord^ &c. 
As the Lord Hveth ye are worthy to die f, be- 
caufeye have not kept your mafter^ the Lords 
anointed^ And now fee where the fpear />, 
and the crufe of water that was at his boi- 
ler. ' 

Military men, who are the bcft judges, 
•will, I believe, agree, that this fpcech is in the 
true fpirit of a good foldier, a brave man, and 
a faithful fubjcd, ' The crufe and. the Ipear were 
at once fulficient proofs of the .kings danger ^d 
deliverance : but David was above mefcci0ding 
the author of either j he would not betray his 
friend, and he fcorned to boaft himfelf. 

!*: Saul had now the fame excufe that Philip urged for hinifelf 
for fleeping in hi& camp: I Jleft, faid he, becaufe /in^w, Ami- 
pater nxjaked. 

f Epaminondasy finding a foIdier aileep upon his guard, flew 
him; and defended himfelf by, barely faying, I}e left him as hi 
bad found bim^ 

Saul 
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Saul knew David's voice; and it is obvi-? 
pus to think, that he could not but know at the 
fame inftant who was his deliverer. Who could 
be author of this fccond unheard-of generoiiry, 
but the author of thp firft ? This generofity, the 
piety and magnanimity that govern'd it, and tha 
|>afe, hplliOi returns that were made to ir^^ croud- 
ed into his mind a( once, ajid overwhelmed hjm 
with {hame and forrow. 

In. this condition he cried out. If this thy 
voice y my fan David J ^»^ David avfwered^ tt 
is my voice^ my lardy O king ! He then added, 
(the readjcr piuft talj^ it from the original i for 
I can find no other woirds to exprefs it by) 
Whfufon d^tk my lord thus, purjue after his 
fervant? For wh^it have Idifve? or what evil 
is in my hand? Now therefore^ I pray thee^ 
let my lord the king hear the words of his 
fervant ? If the Lord hath Jlirred thee up 
againji me;, let him accept an offerings i. e. 
if God hath excited you againft me, on the 
fcore of ^ny guilt for which I deferve to die; 
. behold, here I am, ready to be facrificcd in 
atonement for it : but if they be the children 
of meny curfed be they before the Lord $ for 
they have driven me out this day from abide- 
ingin the inheritance of the Lord, faying^ Go 
ferve other gods '^. Now^ therefore^ let not my 

• Driving a man among idolaters, was, in efFed, forcing him 
to become an idolater ; and a man's forcing another to be fo; was 
45 c|-iminal, as if he were himfelf an idolater. « It is very remark- 
able, thlt DanHid here laments no prefcrft lofs, or exclufion from 
jaft right, other than that of being (hat oat from- the divine ordi- 
nanc(9, and forced among the ^orfliippers of idols, 
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kl^gdfall to the earth before the face ef the 
Lord: for the king of Ifracl is come out to feek 
^ flea^ as when one doth hunt a partridge in 
the mountains. 

This reafoning, this dutj^ this fubmiinony 
not only foftened, bat even humbled^ the 
haughty and obdurate heart of Sauh humbled 
it^ if not into a thorough penitent confelGon^ 
yet, at leaft, into an open acknowledgment of 
guilt and foil/: I ha've Jinned {(zjs he) : return^ 
fnjfon DaTid i for / will no more do thee harm^ 
bec'aufe my foul was precious in thine eyes this 
day: behold^ I have played the fool^ and have 
erred exceedingly, 

Upon which ^avid deltredj he would 
pleafe to order one of his fervants to come to 
him, and tal^e back the king's fpear ; and then 
added this folcmn prayer and appeal to Gods 
The Lord render to every man his right eouf 
nefSy and his faithfulnefs : for the Lord deli^ 
vered thee into my hand to-day 5 but 1 would 
not ftr etch forth mine hand againfi the Lords 
anointed. And behold^ as thy life was much 
Jet by this day in mine eyes yfo let tny life be 
Muchfet by in the eyes of the Lordy ^nd let him 
deliver me iut of all tribulation. 

After which Sml concltjdcd witli this kin4 
and prophetic farewel : Blejfed be thou^ my fon 
pavid : tkou Jhalt both do great things^ snd 
alfo Jhalt JiillprevaiL 

So David went on hif ^lay^ and Saul returned 
tq his place. 
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CHAP, XX, 

fi^. BayleV ObjeSiims to this Part of 
the Sacred Hijiory cqpjidered. 

THE reader^ wiio h9th been cooveriaoi^ 
in fotne late fafliionablc writings, wifl 
pot, I believe^ be forpriied to find tbi$ part of 
the Sacred Hiftor7 varioufly objeded to i nor 
will he, I hope, be difpleafed to fee thofe ob- . 
jedions confuted, and caft down in their full 
ftrcngth* 

I^ the firft place, it is oi^'eded, Thar ^sh 
n^id was at too great a diftance for tiiis con- 
verfatiofi, which is faid to have followed aftec 
the taking away o£ Sanies ipeari for- the text ex* 
prefly fay$, that when he began it, he ftood ap- 
on the top of an hill, 4ifMr sjf. 

I ANSWER, ifi. That this cxpreffion, afar 
off^ may admit of rwo very plain, and yet very 
different fenfes. Safd now ftood on the top 
^f one hill, and David on the top of an- 
other conti^ious to it: the diftance, then, from 
^ul to ^avidi reckoning rhe defcent of the 
one hill, and jme a&ent of the other, might 
really be cotdtd^abie, c^cially in a country 
where the hills aVe high, fteep, and precipi- 
tous, and both the dcfcent and afcent wind- 
ing and difficult, which is the cafe of Judea y 
and yet the real difiance in a right line between 
thoie fu«mit8 very inconitdcrable. And this I 
|ft|;e Cp have been the caie. ID^id therefore 

might 
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might at the fame time be near enough to Saul 
to hear, and to be heard by him ; and yet, with 
iregard to the diftance and danger of a purfuit 
from him, TcaDy afar off. 

I ANSWER; idly^ That this converfation, 
as appears from the tenor of the relation, was 
^held in the calm ^nd iilence of the morning ; 
^ which time it is almoft incredible to fay at 
what diftance the human voice may be heard 
with clearnefs and diftinftion, efpecially in a 
clear, elaftic air, fuch as that of Judea : and it 
is beyond all doubt, that men have often heard 
even the crowing of a cock at a much greater 
diftanae than is neteiTary to be fuppofed in this 
conference. And yet, many of thefc founds 
united are not equal to the force of one human 
voice exerted in all. its articulate ftrength. 

The intelligent reader will, I am furc, glad- 
ly fave me the trouble of a fuller confutation, 

•Tub next objedion is of more weight, as it 
comes from a man of allowed learning and parts $ 
i\ m^an Mr. BayJe. But, perhaps, it may lofc 
fomc of its weight, when the reader (hall pleafc 
to confider,. that it comes from a great broachcr 
of paradoxes, an induftrious diflcnter from men 
of learning, and a known patron of all the er- 
rors that ever obtained in the world from its 
foundation 5 a defender cvea of contrary and 
contradidory errors. However, let his reafons, 
not his authority, be weighed, in this difpute. 

His main objedion is, Thatthefe accounts 
of Saur$ danger, and Davids ^generofity, in 
the cave, and in the camp, arc in reality but 
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two different relations of one and tlic fanic 
tranfadion. And his reafons for believing fo 
arc as follow : 

ly?, B EC A USE* the Scriptures make no rc- 
fledions, in the fccond relation^ upon this re- 
peated ingratitude of Saul^ in perfecuting ®/^- 
*vidj after he had before given him his life. 
And, 

idly^ Because the fpceches on the fecond 
occafion are pretty near the fame with thoie 
on the firft. 

To tlie firft of thcfc objedions, I anfwcri 
Neither do the Scriptures make any refle- 
xions upon Sauh ingratitude, in firft perfe- 
cting ^Davidy after he had faved both him 
and his country i neither do they make any re- 
fle£tions upon his perfidy and ingratitude in 
giving Michal to another, after (he was folemn- 
ly promifed to David. Does it follow from 
hence, that there was no fuch thing as fuch a 
promife, and fuch a pcrfccution? And yet it 
is full as rcafonable to cxpcft reflexions in ei- 
ther of thefe cafes, as in the other. 

They make no refledions upon Sauh per- 
jury, in attempting fo often upon Davids life, 
after he had folemnly fworn to Jonathan, that 
he (hould not be flain. Are we to believe there- 
fore, that no fuch attempts were ever made? 
And if he attempted upon him after th6 firft 
reconciliation, ratified by an oath, why n6t 
after the fecond, and why not after the third, 
which were not fo ratified? And yet the facred 
- writers no- where rcfled, that one was the fe- 
cond 
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cond reconciliation^ and the other the third. 
When SmI darted his (pear^ a fecond time at 
^avidy the facred writer nowhere tells us, 
to aggravate his ingratitude, that this was the 
iecond time he acceoipted upoa the life of his 
beft benefador (the courfe of the relation fuf- 
\ ficicmly (hewed it to be the fecond time:) nor 
do they make any fuch refledion, even when 
he attempted him a third time. Shall we thea 
believe the accounts of this fecond and third 
attempt to be mere forgeries ? What wild work 
would fuch objedioa?^ were they of any weight, 
make with all the hiilories of the world, if a 
^deficiency df reflexions muft in&r a defideacy 
of truth! And therefore I (hall dUOoils this im- 
portaut obiedkm with one plain, obvious ob- 
fervations That the (acred hiftori^ns delight not 
ifi fuch refieftions as every reader can make to 
himfclf, and naturally ari& from the matter be- 
fore him. They defpife fuch minutcneflcsi and 
It is one of their diitinguifhing charaders, that 
they do. They re/erve themfelves (as becomes 
their dignity) for great occasions. And to in- 
fer any thing to their difadvamage on this ac- 
count, is, in truths to infer (Irongly to the dijf- 
advantage of human conceit and fufficiency. 

It is urged, in the next placci (at leaft, k is 
Inftnuated) That David's fpe^ecfa, and Sauh an- 
fwer, are much the fame upon both occaftons i 
and therefore the occaitons are in reality but one 
and the fame. 

I ANSWER, That the danger and the genc« 
rofity being the iame oh both occailao^ the fca- 

timents 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



B.I. tie Life of KingTy AVijy. igr 

tiinents ariitng in the hcarc muft bc^ in a great 
part^ the fame on both. And yet, whoever 
reads them, will find variety enough to chara- 
cterize and diftlngaifli them by. 

In the firft^ T>avid calls only to the king, 
becaufe he tiad only to do with him : in the 
fecond> he calls firft to the people^ and then 
to Aimer ^ and reproaches hhn with negled in 
guarding his prince : nor does he addrefs him- 
jfelf to the king, till the king (ir(t calls to him. 
In the firft^ Sauh ftruck with David's generoii- 
ty, lift up his voice and w^, but without any 
confeiHon either of guilt or folly : in the fecond, 
he confefles both, but without weeping. — In 
the firft^ the impreflion of David's gcnerofity, 
a thing new and unheard-of, had its natural ef- 
fed 5 there was no ftriking novelty or furprize in 
the fccond; Saul was prepared for it. But, at 
the itmc time that nature had leis to do on this 
occafion, rcafon had more : his whole army^ 
were now a fccond time witneflcs of David's 
gencrofity : there was a ncceffity of ' iaying 
jfomething to fatisfy them ; and wiiat lefs could 
iatisfy them, than a general confeflion of folly 
and guilt } and that he makes. 

Again: In the firft, Sauly convinced that 
J^avid would one day come to the crown, in- 
tercedes for hts pofterity; and exads an oath 
from ^Avidy that he would not cut them oC 
This was the moft importajit and interefting part 
of the whole conference. If thefe arc but dif- 
ferent .relations of the fame conference, it is 
^.ange how the trioft material and concerning 
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part of the whole fliould be left out in the laft 
account. But the truth is^ this point being fii- 
cd by Said in the firft conferences there was 
no need of repeating it in the fecond. 

But fuppofe our accounts of both confer- 
ences were in fubfiance the fame ; woiuld it fol^ 
low, that the occafions Were not different \ Livy 
tells us, that when Manlius was profecuted l^ 
I he tribunes, for affeding to make himfelf greater 
than was conftftent with the fteedom of the com- 
monwealth, he defended himfelf by applying inj^ 
the paffions of the people % pointing to the capi- 
tol^ and painting the deliverance he had wrought 
for them there $ and that he did this feveral 
times, and the appeal always had its effed. 
Suppofe thofe fpeeches had been preferved, and 
found in fubftance the fame 5 would any reader 
of common fenfe infer, that in reality he had 
never made but one fpeech j and that thofe re- 
lations left, of his having fpoken them at dif- 
ferent times, were nothing but forgery and de- 
lufion? 

But fhould not Saul have owned, that this 
was the fecond inftance of David's generoiity 
to him ? that it was the fecond time that he 
owed him his life ? And if he had done fo, Mr. 
Bayie had been fatisfied 5 — ^that is, if Saul had 
had that ingenuity which a generous fpirit fhould 
have, Mr. Bayle would have believed the truth 
of the facred hiftory. Perhaps he would : but, 
pofiibly, others would rather disbelieve it on 
that account. Are ganerofity and ingenuity 
any part of Saul's charader} And did any hi- 
ftory 
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ftory ever lofc credit by reprcfenting petfons 
in charadkr, dr gain any by drawing them out 
of character? Does not Saul do as much as could 
be cxpefted fitom a man of his complexion ? 
black, faturnirte, ungrateful, enViou^^ proud! 
/ ha've finned (fays he) : return, my fan Da- 
vid i for I will no more do thee harm, becaufe 
my foul was precious in thine eyes this dhy^ 

Behold^ I have played the fool 5 — ./ have 

erred exceedingly. Had Saul been a man of 
an ingenuous fpirit, his confeffion had, doubt* 
lefs, been more explicit and aggravated $ whq^rc- 
as it is now the dired contrary j the giiilt gradu- 
ally alleviated, and diminiflied almoft to no* 

thing: firft, it v^fin^ then, it is folly i—^ 

and> iaftly, it is error. — Bur^ however, error 
as it was, it was error in excefsj and that, fure- 
ly^ muft at leaft imply degrees and repetition. 
Were the fin, the folly^ and thc*error, all but 
one ad ? Befides all this, though Saul had not 
ingenuity enough to make an explicit confef- 
fion of Davids repeated gcnerofity to hiqi, 
yet it is fully implied, where he tells him^ that 
he (hall both do great tKin^Sy and Jiill prevail ^ 
i. e. as he had prevailed over him before, fb he 
(hould always. 

But, it fecms, David himfelf does not fo 
much as hint, that this was the fecond time 
that he had given Saul his life. I own he does 
not : and I own, I believe Mr. Bayle thought 
he would, had he been in Davids place. And 
1 fhall take leave to anfwer him, as a great poet 
or the laft age did to a very lively objeftor on 

Vol. I. O another 
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Another occafion * : / iielievej Sir^ ym would : 
but tkeriy Sir^ you will pie afe to remember ^ that 
you are no hero. The man that could have the 
grcatnefs of foul to fave his enemy twice, was 
not capable of the littlCncfs of upbraiding him 
with it. David's two points Teem to be thefej 
to take no merit tohimfclf from his gcnerofity, 
and to iitiputc no demerit to Saul from* his bafe- 
nefs. As to the firft, the reader will plainly 
perceive, that, when he mentions the kings 
danger, he carefully avoids the lead hint of his 
halving any merit in faving his life. — And as 
to the fccond, he is induftrious to remove all 
fufpicion of his charging Saul with any guilt 
upon his own fcore, and to place the perfccu- 
tion to the fcore of his own demerit, which 
moved God to excite ^y^^/ again(V hiq;i ; or, 
at worft, to the fcore of thofe evil counicllor^ 
whofe advice forced him away from tl>e inhe- 
ritance of God. He avoids, with great deli- 
cacy and addrefs, fo much as the mention, or 
J^aft hint, of his own merit towards him, till 
Sauh (hamcful diminution of his guilt extort- 
ed a very flight and modeft remembrance of it : 
and even then he fays not, that he faved his Iife> 
but barely, that he abftained from taking it 
away 5 and that it was much fet by in his eyes. 
In a word^ nothing can be conceived more trti* 

* A youDg gentleman objefled to Mr. Dryden, that fais Sparta^ 
Bero was too cold and infenfible to the addrelTcs Of the Bgyptum 
queen; adding that he was fure he fhould not be fo* were he ia 
Cleomenes's place. / helii've fo fco, (ays Mr, PrjdiH : 6ut fra$ 
Sir, f/ea/i /» rmemhr, thta fou ar$ «» hero^ 
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ly generous an^ heroic, than "David's whole 
condud upon i]iis head. 

In the laft place, Mr. Bayle tells us, That if 
he faw two narratives of this nature either in 
a/Eiian, or Vakrius Maximus^ he ftiould make 
no difficulty to believe, that it was one and 
the fame fad 5 which, being related different 
ways, ferved for the fubjed of different arti- 
cles, or chapters. 

That is $ If Mr. Bayle had found two nar- 
ratives of this kind in fcrap-coUedors, in the 
compilers of patch-work, unconneded hifto- 
rics, that had no relation to one another, he 
would make no difficulty to conclude, they 
related to one fad, ^c. And therefore he 
will conclude the fame, when he finds theni 
fet down in their order of time and place > 
and with all polfible marks and charadcrs of 
diftindion, in one of the mofl orderly, regular^ 
well deduced hiftorics, that ever was penned* 

If the admirers of Mr. Bayle can find any 
complacence either in the clearnefs of this rea-^ 
foning, or in the candour and ingenuity that 
condoid it 5 I will venture to fay, their enemies 
liavc nothing worfe tp wifli them. 

I WILL not prefume to fay^ that there is 
fuch a minute detail and connexion of events 
in the books of Samuely as in thofe of Livy or 
Thueydides (God forbid there fhould!): but • 
are they, for that reafon, as unconneded as 
rhofc of ^^lian, or Valerius Mapcmus ? 

If this be candour, what is chicanery? , 

O z Let 
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L E T us now confider the fa6^s in their hifto^ 
rical order of timc^and place. 

The adventure of the cave was foon after 
Saul% return from repelling the Philiftine in- 
vafion, which delivered David out of his hands 
(i Sapi. xxiv.): it was in the day, in a cave, 
at the foot of the mountains of Engedi, Saul 
was alone in the cave, and David had aD liis 
men about him : and th,e proof of his having 
had Saiil in his power, was, the skirt gf his 
robe : it was before T^avid went to Paran^ 
and before he married Abigail. 

The adventure of the camp was, by the 
lowed computation, one year later : it was in 
the wildcrncfs of Ziph^ thirty miles diflant from 
Engcdiy in a camp, on an hill, by night 5 Da- 
vid attended but with one 'companion, and 
Sdul in the centre of his whole army 5 and 
Davids proof of having him in his power, 
his fpear and crufe of water taken from his bol- 
fter. It was after Davids marriage with Abigail^ 
and juft before his final departure to Gat hi 
from whence he returned no more, until after 
Sauh death. And the conference fhews, that 
he was then determined to leave the land : They 
have driven, me out {[diih he) this day from 
abiding in the inheritance of the Lord. . He 
was now reduced to his laft refource i and that 
was> abfolutcly to quit his country, ar\d go 
amongft infidels. If Mr. Bayle had attended to 
this very diftrefsful and very remarkable cir- 
cuoiftance, he would have found this fecond 

adven^ 
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adventure fufficiently diftinguifhed by it from 
the firft. 

I CANHOT quit this head without obferv- 
ing ODce more upon tlie Angular politencfs and 
refinement of this expoftuiation ; in which T^a* 
vid carefully avoids ail appearance of reproach 
or cenfure upon his prince^ and charges the 
whole odium of his perfecution upon the in- 
fluence of his evil advifers. 

I WILL only add^ that the battles of Iffiis 
and Arhela^ or of Creffi and Jgencaurty have 
not more or clearer marks of diliindion^ than 
thefc two adventures. And if,; after a]], they 
are one and the fame; what criterion is therc^ 
of can there be^ ot any one hiftorical truth from 
the foundation of the world ? 

Calumniate boldly ^ (fays the proverb) 
andfomethmg will jiick. Modern infidels, not 
contented wirh'adopting thijj maxim, have added 
another to it : ContradtSi boldly^ and fomebody 
will believe it. 



O 3 CHAP. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



198 An Htftorkal Account of B. i, 

CHAP. XXI. 

Pavid flies to Achifla King of Gath ; 
from whence he removes to Ziklag. 
Mr. Bayle'i Cenfure of his ConduB 
there. 

AND now ^avidy weary of wandering, 
weary of ftruggling with Sauh implaca- 
ble fpirit, weary of the unequal conflift be- 
tween too dangerous gcnerofity, and too re-^ 
lentlefs malice j weary of fubfifting by the Ipoils 
of his enemies, or bounty of his friends 5 and, 
probably, fince the affair of Nabal^ ir) terror of 
too much refcnting their negleftsj refolves at 
laft to quit liis country, and throw himfclf, once 
more, under the protedion of its enemies. 

This, I think, hath always b?en the re- 
fource of great fubjecls in diftrefs. This drove 
Themifiocles to Perfiuy and Alcibiades to Spar-^ 
ta. And though 1 will not take upon me to 
juftify a criminal fubjed in this conduft 5 yet an 
innocent man, fuch as David, I think I well 
may 5 efpecially when he hath tried all means of 
reconciliatioa and juftification^ and all other 
methods of fubfiflence, and finds no (ecurity 
but in this. It would otherwifc follow, that 
^very good man was tamely to give up his life 
to every caprice of a mercilefs tyrant : a princi- 
ple which, I believe, no wife and good maci will 
vcntiir? to advance* 

HOW: 
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However, this rcfolution oi T)avi^s is, 
I think, univcrfally ccnftircd by the commen- 
tators, on account of his ncglcding to confult 
God, either by his prieft, or by his prophet, 
before he fixed upon it. God had command- 
ed him before to go into the land of Judah 
(i Sam. xxii. f.). And, furely, lie fhould not 
have left that, to go into an heathen country, 
withoift a lik^ divine command, or, at leaft, 
pcrmiffion. And therefore moft writers afcribe 
this refolution to want of grace, and a proper 
confidence in the protedion' of that God, who ' 
had Co often, and fo fignaily, delivered him in 
the greateft exigencies. And I own, I cannot 
help concurring with them. And, indeed, it 
muft be allowed to be the refolution of a mere 
man, governed by motives merely human: He 
faid in his hearty 1 Jhall now perijh one Day 
by the hand of Saul : there is notbivg ^better 
for me^ than that I Jhould fpeedily efcape into 
the land of the Philiftines j and Saul jhall de-^ 
fpair of mey to fee k me any more in any coaji 
of Ifrael : fo Jhall 1 efcape out of his hand. 
This is a natural painting of what paiGTcs in the 
anxious heart, opprcfled with difficulties, cart- 
ing about and confidering every way to efcape, 
and at lad refolving upon what appears the pro- 
pereft. 

The truth is, he was now in a diftrefsful di^ 
lemmas cither to ftay at home in perpetual 
dread and hazard of his life, or take refuge 
among idolaters^ where they could not bear 

O 4. the 
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the free exercifc of his religion, nor he the 
abominations of theirs. 

Beside^ all this, his only profped of hu- 
man protedion was from the enemies of his 
country. To owe his fafety to the enemies of 
his country! perhaps be forced to join them 

againft his country! to be confederate with 

heathens againft Ifraell how grievous muft this 
be to his godly aAd, patriot fpirit ! This* fure- 
1)% was ? difficulty that called lor the divine 
aid. 

JosEPHUS tells us, what is very natural to 
believe, that he advifcd with his friends upon 
the matter. And, doubtlcfs, it was not until 
he had their confcqt, that he arofe (as the text 
tells us he did) and pa{fed over^ with the fix 
hundred men that were with him^ unto Achifti 
the fan of Maoch king of Gath. 

JosEPHUS tells us, that he advifed with his 
friends on this occafion : but no writer informs 
us> that he advifcd with God. And 1 am afraid,, 
this is too often the cafe of the bcft men, (I 
beg the unferious reader s pardon for the refle- 
ction) to advifc with their friends, and with 
their own hearts, and leave God out of their 
confultations, by negleftin^ to implore his aid 
a(id diredion. 

A s to l^avidy one would imagine, that the 
danger he ran before in the fame place, from 
the fame fundamental error, ftiould have taughE 
him better ; bur, in all probability, he content- 
ed himself with Itipulating forprotedion, niaia- 

te«an<:e^ 
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tenancc, e^f. at this time, which'hc had before' 
ncgle£tcd* 

Most writers agree, that this Achijh^ to 
whom T)^vfd now fled^ was not the Achijb 
by whom he was fo unhofpitably received^ and 
from whom he fo narrowly cfcaped, when he 
was before at Gath. And^ indeed, I think his 
being here called Ach'tjh the fon of Maoch^ fuf- 
ficiemly implies him to have been another per- 
fon 5 for thofe words can, in the nature of the 
thrng, have no ijfe, but to diftinguifli this * 
Achijb from another of the fame name. And, 
indeed, this Achifh feems as well diftinguiflied 
from the other by the reft of his charadcr, as 
by that of the fon of Maoch, 

But this, by the way, is a fair proof, that 
this book was written at the time that it is 
faid to. have been written 5 inafmuch as this di- 
ftinftion w«5 information enough to the peo- 
ple of that age, but could neither be given or 
received as fuch either by any writer or reader 
Qf any fubfequcnt age *. 

The kindncfs with which Achijh received 
^avidy is bcft cftimated by the efFeds: he 
lodged him ^nd his men, with their wives and 

• And therefore, though this charaftcr no way informs me who^ 
this Acbijh was, whether a brother, a fon, or even of the fame 
family with the Achijh before-mentioned; yet I may fairly 
conclude, that the note was added to diftinguifh him from 
fome other, I am fatis£ed it was a fulHcient mark of diftinflioa 
of this Achijh from all others, when it was fet down : but to us, 
^t this diHance, it can be no mark of diftindion, but of this Acbiflk " 
from one other ; that other being the only Acbijh we hithertQ hear 
of, except this: — ^^nor can I believe it was infertedin vain, even 
^th regard to us.. 

houfholdsj 
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lioufholds, ia the royal city at Goth y ant}I T^Or 
^/V/, thinking hi.mfclf, and his followers, too bur- 
denfome to his bcneftidor, where the royal reft- 
dence greatly increafed the cxpence of his fup-^ 
port I or, perhaps, finding hinifelf left at li«bct- 
ty there to exercife the forms and duties of his 
religion ; and, it may be, often vexed, as Let 
was in Sodom^ with the cmverfatian oftheun-, 
godly i he dcfired to be removed to fome place 
of more retirement 5 which was accordingly 
granted, and Ziklagy on the frontiers of Ju- 
dabj appointed for his reception, and put wholly 
into his power. Which, fucely, was not an 
ill-judged truft : there was no doubt of ^a- 
^id's defending it, the beft he could, againft 
his mortal enemy. 

When Saul heard, th^t David was fled to 
Gath, he defpaired of getting him into his 
power, as ^avid forefaw he would, and fo 
gave over a further fearch of him. 

To %)avid at Zihlag many of his friends rc- 
fortcd and among them fevcral confiderable 
men of Saul's own tribe and kindred ; twenty- 
two captains of great diftindion arc numbered 
by name, whom the Scriptures defcribe as very 
valiant and expert warriors : They were armed 
with bowsy (faith the text) and could ufe both 
the right-hand and the left in hurling Jiones^ 
and fhoottng arrows out of a bow. They Taw 
David now in fafety, and they thought they 
might be fo too, in declaring for him. It was 
now no fecret, that Samuel h^d long fincc 
anointed him to the throne j or, that Jona^ 

tbark 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



B. I* th IjifeofKing David^ 303 

thM had loog iiACC reitgned his preteniions to 
him« iK?^/ was difturbcd with evil pailions, ia 
the decline, and not to be depended apon. 
0avid was the great hope and R^y of the 
kingdom, and it was natural to turn their eyes 
upon him. To declare early for him, was the 
fure way to engage his favour i and the only 
one that could obliterate the remembrance of 
their enmity, which had made him an exile, and 
an out-law. 

In this city of Ziklag ^avid tcfidcd a full 
year and four months; and as it was a fron- 
tier of little ftrength, and, of confequence much 
expofed to incurftons and ravages, it is not pro- 
bable that David could derive any great ad* 
vantages towards his fupport from the produd 
ot the place, whofe name fome critics have de- 
rived from its neceflities * : and therefore, fincc 
he would not be burdenfome to the king, (and, 
furcly, it were very ill judged to be fo) he had 
no way to fubfiA but by depredations 5 and his 
patriot fpirit foon prompted him to fubftft rather 
at the expence of his enemies, than his friends; 
and, at the fame time, to conitder the enemies 
of hi? country^ as his own. 

There were yet fome temains of the 
Jhnorites^ and fome. other antient inhabitants 
of the country : whom God, foe their inve- 
terate and incorrigible wickednefs, had coni 
manded to be extirpated: and^ in dcftroying 
thefe^ he might at once obey Cod, rid the 

• Scicileg, Angnftia ftxtarti^ faith Pagnin, 

3 world 
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world of a pcft, fubfift himfcif, f^rvc his coun- 
try, and not injure his benefador. 

These conftdcrations quickly determined 
him : and therefore, as long as he continued in 
that country, he employed himfelf in continual 
ravages upon thofe mifcreants; and took his- 
meafurcs fo well, that whatever quarter he in- 
vaded, he utterly dcftroyed (as Livy fays of 
Martins): Ne nuntios quidem cladis reliquit: 
He left nobody behind him to complain ot the 
calamity. 

M R . B A r L B cenfures this condud 5 and faySj^ 
it was unjuftifiable in Davidy bting a private 
man, to aft thus, without a warrant from Achifby 
or from God : he had no warrant from Achifb % 
for he afted contrary to his intentions : nor from 
any prophet 3 noi' trom infpiration; becaufe tbc 
Scriptures are ftlent upon this head. 

The reader will pleafe to ob(erve, that all 
Mr. Bayle's reafonings againft T^avidzxz ground- 
ed upon one fundamental error i and that is, that 
he a£l:ed, in all his exile, merely as a private man. 
He forgets, that he was elefted and anointed 
to the kingdom \ and that the fame Spirit of 
God, which once infpired Saul with all regal ' 
virtues, was now gone over to Davidy and rcft- 
cd with him. And it were very ftrange, if Da^ 
^idy as a king- cleft of Ifrael^ could have any 
guilt in doing that^ which Saul^ as a king in 
poffeffion, was depofed for not doing. 

But the Scriptures are ftlent upon the point; 
and therefore he was guilty—-^ . 

This, 
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This, furc> is cafily^ retorted: . The Scrip- 
tures are iiieat as to any guilt of his upon this 
head ; and therefore he was not guilty, 

I MIGHT add, That the Scriptures acquit 
him of all deliberate, known, executed guilt) 
except in the matter of Uriah. 

And, as to a commiifion from Achijb, Mr. 
Bayle forgets, that David waited upon Achijb 
after his return from his incurdons, to give hinti 
an account of them, and prefenc him with the 
fpoil. Does not this plainly imply his permif-* 
lion and authority to make incurfions.^ The 
fpoil he brought to Gath \ but the people he did 
not i becaufe, if he had, it would fopn have been 
known, that they were not Jews (i Sam. xxvii, 
11.): j^nJ DsLvidfaved neither man nor woman 
alivey to bring to Gath, faying^ Leji they JhouU 
tell an usy &:c. a text which hath been (Irangely 
mifunderftood, by the interpolition of the word 
tidings *, whicli intircly perverts the fenfc of 
it. For, if he had fpared them, it was not eafy 
for them to carry any intelligence pf what was 
done to Gath 5 finc« the whole tribe of Judah 
lay between the Philijiines and thpfe regions 
which he wafted. 

The fpoil of oxen, aflcs, and camels, 2?^- 
vid (as I iiow obferved) conftantly brought to 
Achtjhh andjj- it is to be prefumed, fubmitted 
them to his difpofal , and therefore, fuppoitng 
.the people fo deftroyed in no alliance with 

• In the Englijh tranflation it is, to bring tidings to Gath: 
whereas in the original Jt is, hefa^tti mithtr man nor woman alivg 
to bring to Gath. 

Achijh, 
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Achifb^ David was thus for rather beneficent, 
than injtttk>as to his protcdor. And it is cer- 
tain, that there is no fort of reafott to believe 
them in alliance with him, but quite the con* 
trary. 

B u T it is urged and aggravated, that T^avid 
deceived his bcncfaftor, and made him believe, 
that the perfons {o ravaged and deftroyed were 
Ifrdeiites. 

I owj* he did : but let the reafons why he 
did fo be calmly and candidly confidcred. 

AcHiSH wanted to be affurcd of Davids 
inviolable attachment to him ; and nothing 
could give him fo cfFcftual an aflfurance of that, 
as the enmity of his own countrymen. 

Now David f who knew his own integri- 
ty, and knew himfclf to be faithful to his bq- 
iicfaCtor, knew that this proof of it was not 
ncccflary, nor would any way advance the king's 
intcrcft 5 and therefore thought he might make 
ufe of an innocent deception, toinfpire jichijb 
with all the aflurance and confidence in him 
that he deltrcd, and David dcferved. 

I WILL not ftand up in a Arid defence of 
this^condud. It was indeed a deception : b«, 
if it injured nobody, (as I apprehend it did 
not) I muft own I am utterly at a lofs what 
degree of guilt to charge upon it. 

This muft be allowed, that all habits of de- 
ception have a natural tendency to bias the 
mind, and warp it from truth i and therefore 
ought carefully to be avoided, even' where the 
deception is innocent. 
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And there is this farther prefumption againft 
them, that wc oftea find them attended with evil 
confequences as in the prefent cafci for we find, 
that this deception infpired Achijh with fuch a 
confidence of David's inviolable attachment to 
him, as determined him to make him captain 
of his life*guard. 



CHAP. XXII. 

The Philiftines engage in a new War 
ugatnfi Saul. David invited to it. 
SaulV Adventure with the Pythonefs 
at Endon ^ 

nPHE Thilijiines, recruited, about this time, 
^ as Sir Ifaac Newton judges, by vaft num- 
bers of men driven out of Egypt by Amofis^ 
refolve upon a new war with IfraeL Nor were 
Sfimmh death, and Davids difgrace^ (as wc 
may well judge) inconfiderable motives to it. 

AcHisH knew David*% merit, and had a 
thorough CMifidence in his fidelity \ and there- 
fore refolved to take him with him to the war. 
Accordingly he moved the matter to David % 
and Davidy as commentators think, made him 
a doubtful anfwer. The moft probable opi- 
nion is, that he would not refolve upon fo 
extraordinary a ftep without confulting God^ 
cither by his prieft, or his prophet. And there* 

fore. 
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fore, when Achijb told him, He muft go with 
him to battle ; he only anfwcred> Surely thou 
Jhalt know what thy fervant can do. Upon 
which Achijb replied. Therefore will I make 
thee keeper of mine head for ever \ that is, in 
the prefent military fiyle, he promifed to make 
him captain of his life-guard : and we find, by 
the Tcquel, that he did accordingly. 

Since then we find David proceed fo faf, 
as to attend Achijb to Aphek^ the place appoint^ 
cd for the aflfembling of the ^hiliftine forces 5 I 
think there is no reafon to doubt, that he went 
thither with honefl: intentions towards his pro- 
tcdor ; and that he did this by the divine per- 
miilion. 

Now, forafmuch ^ the event of this war 
turned upon a remarkable piece of mifcondud 
in Sauly as a captain ; and a grievous and deli- 
berate violation of his known duty to G o b, as 
his Creator, and his King i the facred hiftorian 
here interrupts the courfe of his rclstion, to ac- 
quaint us with that event ; and, in order to it, 
acquaints us with the fttuation of both armies. 
At that time Saul encamped upon mount Gil- 
ioai and the PhiltftineSy in full profpeft under 
him, upon the plains of Sunetn^ 

When Saul faw their numbers, their or- 
ders, and their appointments, he judged him- 
felf greatly overpowered, and fell into great ter- 
ror upon the profped. What fhoiild he do! 
Samuel was dead, and Abiathar with David. 
He had, for fomc years paft, (hewn no regard, 
or, to fpcak more j'uftly, (hewn all imaginable 

, difrcgard, 
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difregard to religion. His pride had lifted him 
up above his duty i he had faid in his hearty 
There is no God: but now his fears had got the 
better of his infidelity^ He then, too late, had 
recourfe to God for aid. He had maflacred 
the priefts of God at Noby all but one i ?jjd 
that one was gone away to l^avid with the 
tfhod. He applied himfelf to fome other pridft* 
^nd fince he coqfuitcd God hy UriWy it is cvi- 
dent> that he had alfo gotten another ephod 
made 5 not coniidering the peculiar fandity of 
the fir0^ or that God would confine his ma« 
nifeflations of himfelf to that which was of 
his own appointment. At leafl, Saul had no 
reafon to hope, that God fhotild exhibit him« 
felf in any extraordinary manner in his favour. 
Samuel yas dead, and Cad was with ^avidi 
and we hear of no other on whom the Spirit of 
God rcftcd in thofe days. However he appli- 
ed himfelf to fome of the prophetic colleges, 
probably to fdmc of the moft eminent of thofe 
fons of the prophets he had feen at Ramah$ 
but to no purpbfe : G od refufcd to anfwer him, 
either by Urim, by prophets, or by dreams. 

What (hould he do ! The heart of man 13 
fond of prying into futurity, and more cfpcci- 
ally upon the edge of great events. In great dan- 
gers men are dcfirous even to know the worft : 
ijt is .fome confolation, to be prepared for it. 
He had long fince renounced every thing that 
was ferious in religion. However, he had beeit 
threatened as from G o d 5 and, in all probabi- 
lity, the time was now come, when the fen- 

Vol. I. P tcncc, 
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tcncc, fo long firice pronounced upon him, was 
to be executed \ could he but fee Samuely he 
fhould know all! It was faid, there were men 
who had power over fpirits. Who knows how 
far that power might extend! God had for- 
faken him ; he could be no worfe on that fide ; 
he might be better on Ibme other 5 he refolvcd 
to try. 

Infidelity is nearly allied to fuperftition. 
To disbelieve upon fair evidence, and to bcJievc 
without any, arraigns the mind of equal infir- 
mity. The mod infidel man I ever converfed 
with, was, by ttie accounts of thofe who beft 
knew him, the moft fuperftitious. 

Saul had prayed to God to no purpofcj 
he now refolved to apply himfelf to Samuel: 
and I think it evident from the text, that he 
a£tually prayed to him 5 but had yet no anfwer. 
What will not fear and folly force us to ? He, 
who, but a few hours before, was too haughty 
to profefs himfelf the fervant of the living 
Cod, is now the flave of his own fears and 
follies. 

Saul had, in the days of his devotion, part- 
ly cut off, and partly frighted aWay, thofe wi- 
zards and forcercrsj thofe execrable wretches, 
the pcfts of foeiety, and enemies of true religion, 
whom God commanded to be extirpated*. 

How- 

• Thofe who think fuch wretches can do no mifchief, and 

therefore ought not to be puniftied, are, with great fubmifiiony 

. much midakeh. For, fuppoiing their charms utterly ineffedluial 

to their intended or prclended purpofes \ yet is there no evil in 

ufuig 
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However, fome of them might have remained, 
or returned r he Inquired 5 and was informed 
(princes never want miniftcrsof mifchief) of a 
Pythonefs^ that dwelt not far off, at Endor. 
His anxiety would let him think of nothing elfej 
he could neither cat nor drink until it was done. 
To Endor he hies that very night, ftript of his 
regal appareU and difguifed as well as he could, 
and attended only by two companions, When 
he arrived, he prayed the woman to divine to 
him by her familiar fpirir, and to bring him up 

nfing charms and incantations to wicked ends ? invoking evil fpi- 
rits, reverfing their prayers, renouncing their God, and commit- 
ting themfelves, as far as in them lies, to the dominion of hell ! 
If they ferioufly intend what they profefs, are fuch wretches fit to 
live ? And if t^ey mean only to delude and feduce others into a 
confidence and truil in thofe evil arts, can there be greater enemies 
to fociety ? What can more mifchief mankind, than taking off their 
minds from virtue, from honeft induftry, and from trull in the di- 
vine goodnefs, for fuccefs in our honeft endeavours > 

I am far from wilhing to fee every poor wrong-headed, fplenctic, 
vapourilh creature, that fanfies fhe can fly, or feeds upon imigina- 
ry feafts, tortured, and tried for witches : they are objefts of pi- 
ty ; and I Ihould wiih to fee them put under the care of a good - 
phyfician, and fupplied with proper medicines, and real food. But 
if there be any who either labour to become witches by evil arts, 
or labour to delude others to truli and confidence in them, I think 
no punifhment can be too heavy for fuch mifcreants. 

I have often wondered and lamented, that chriftlan lawgivers 
were not more attentive to the laws of God, and more governed 
by them in their decifions. This I am fure of, they can nevee err 
after that pattern ; and whenever they fwerve or depart from ir, 
they will depart fo far from fit, and right, and wife, and julh And 
therefore, although 1 can with a fafe confcience declare to the whole 
world, that I have as litt|e faith in witches as the learned author of 
the Difcourfe on Witchcraft^ occafioned by a bill then depending 
in parliament, for the repeal of fome flatutes about Wttchcrajt 
(London^ printed in 1736) ; yet I differ intirely from him, both in 
relation to his opinion of this hiflory, and in relation to the wif- 
dom of an unlimited repeal of all fuch llatutes. 
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\yhom he (hould name to her« She anfwered 
That he knew very well, Saul hod cut oflf all 
thofe of chat profcfllon > and why (hould he 
go about to lay fuch a fnare for her^ to have her 
deftroyed i He replied with a folemn oath, by 
the living God, That no evil fliould happen to 
her upon that account. She then denianded» 
Whom he would have raifcd ? He anfwercdi 
Samuel. And the inflant he pronounced his 
name*, the woman faw Samuel^ and flirieked 
out loud> in terror and furprize $ and foon af* 
ter asked the king, Why he had deceived her? 
for he was Saul. She faw an apparition fhc did 
not cxpcd h fhe knew the prophet 5 flie knew 
the veneration Saul had for himj (he knew 
that prophets were only fene to kings; &nd 
fte knew, the poor deluded mortals (he had to 
do with, had no notion of having any com* 
^tnerce with pcrfons of facred character i and 
fhe knew her art, whatever that was, had ne- 
ver exhibited a perfon of that figure to her. 

When the king heard her cry out in fuch 
terror, he bad her not be afraid; and asked 
her, What (he faw? She anfwered, That (he faw 
gods (or, as the word may be tranflated, lards) 
" afcending out of the earth. Saul then inquir- 
ed after his form 5 and (he told him. It waa 
that of an old man covered with a mantle^^ 

• Here the Englijh tranflators have infcrted the particle vohtn: 
And'when the ijooman faw Samuel. Which Avould imply, that ibmc 
fpace of time had pafled between ^auT% requeft, and the appearance 

of Samuel Whereas the original text Hands thus : When Saul 

faid, Bring me up Samuel, then immediately follow*— —Jii<//i6* 
nKGrnan/atu Samud> and cried, &c» 

^ The 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



B.r. the Life of King V>kvir>. 2^% 

The text then immediately adds, that Spulper-- 
ceivedy that it was Samuel himfelf^ and Jioop- 
edwkh his face to the ground^ andhowed him* 

fiif' 

The narration is (hort and utidrcumftamial ; 
bar, ^ae I humbly apprehend, the matter was. 
thus : 

Saux, to prevent all delulion, would not 
tell the Pythonefs whom he would have raifcd, 
until he brought her to the very cdl*, or 
place of her incantations 5 and then he told her, 
he would have Samuel called up to him. And 
the inftant he faid thi$, ihc, looking into her 
cell, faw Samuel \ and, feeing him fo unex-* 
pedledly, and without the aid of her art, fhc was 
aCrightcd, and cried out : and the king, upon 
inquiry, hearing that it was an old man with a 
mantle, believed it was Samuel ftie faw 5 and 
ftraitway going to the cell, and perccivhigf the 
prophet, did hitti obeilance. Immediately Sa^^ 
w«^/ asked him, Wliy he had difquieted him^ to 
bring him up? (Will not this ground a pre* 
fuipption, that the pythonefs had not difturbcd 
him by her incantations? for if fhc had, th^eque- 
ilion had been more naturally diredcd to her) 
To which Saul anfwered. That he was fore 
diftrcfledi for the ^hililiines warred againft 
him, and God had forfakcn him, and would 

♦ For I believe it can be no doubt, that perfons of that cha- 
Ta£ter, had, all, places peculiarly iec apart for cho^e accurfed rices ; 
and we have reafon to believe, from the xxix^^ of Ifaiab^ ver. 4. 
^Cmx they were caverns or cells, under gro-und;. 

-^ The original word figniiies kno^ing^ and fomttimes feting. 

P 3 neither 
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neither anfwcr him by dreams, nor prophets : 
Therefore (fays he) / have called unto thee"^^ 
that thou way ft make known unto me what I 
jhall do. 

Then /aid Samuel, Wherefore then dofl thou 
ask of me\ Jeing the Lord is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy ? And the Lord 
hath done for himfelf as he fpake by me \ for 
the Lord hath rent the kingdom out of thine 
hand, and given it to thy neighbour, ei)en unto 
David : becaufe thou obeyedfi not the voice of 
the Lord, nor executed/t his fierce wrath upon 
Amalck, therefore hath the Lord done this 
thing unto thee this day. 

In this we fee the prophet foretels, that 
Saul ftiould that day be ftript of the kingdom i 
and that the kingdom fliould be divided, and 
given to "David. Then follows, what nothing 
but infinite and unerring prefciencc could pre- 
dia ; an cxad, minute, precife account of all 
the^circumftances of the then depending event; 
Moreover, the Lord will alfo deliver Ifrael, 
with thee, ^/^r^? ?^6' Philiftinesi and tomorrow 
Jhalt thou and thy fans be with me j and alfo 
the camp ofltiz^\ Jhall the Lord deliver into the 
hands of the Philiftines. 

I OWN, I am aftonidied at the inattention 
(fiiall I call it I) or impiety, or both, of thofe 
critics and commentators, who could afcribe 

. ^ Saul expreflcs himfelf here in the fame terms that Da'oii 
jnakes ufe of to figaify his praying to G o d : which pcrfuadc* 
tae, that Saul invoked iii|i^ as foip^ deluded Chriftians do fainti 
§fM}a?^§e}s, , 
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this prcdidion to the fagacity of an impoftor, 
or even of the devil. I (hall take a proper 
time to refute them ; and, in the mean time 
go on with my hiftory. 

When Saul heard this dreadful fentencc. 
pronounced upon himfclf, his family, and his 
people, the terror of it ftruck him to the heart; 
and he hafted to get away from that fatal place : 
but as he went, his. fears operating upon a mini 
weakened with guilt, and upon a body exhauft- 
cd with fatigue and fafting^ he loft all power of 
motion, and fell at his full length upon the 
flbor^ , The woman, feeing this, ran up to hinii 
and, finding the diftreffcd and weak conditioa 
he was in, endeavoured to perfuade him, as 
well a$ flic could, to take fome fuftenance: 
which he abfolutely refufcd. Then, calling his 
fcrvants to her aid, they all, in a manner, com- 
pelled him to confent ; So he arofe from the 
earth, and fat upon the bed. And the woman 
had a fat calf in the houfe, and Jhe hafted and 
killed it 5 and took flour, and kneaded it^ and 
did bake unleavened bread thereof ^, and floe 
brought it before Saul, and before his fervants^ 
and they did eat. Then they rofe «/, and went 
away that night. 

What remorfe, what dcfpair, what defola- 
tion of mind, what horrors ot guilt, what ter- 
rors, and anticipations of divine vengeance, 
haunted him by the way ; may no reader of 
this hiftory ever Icara from his own expericacc \ 

p 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXIII, 

Other Opinions upon this Head examined, 

IFIND many learned men of a different 
opinion from me, in relation to the reality 
f>f Samuel's appearance on this occafioo : fomq 
imagining^ that it was an evil fpirit that nov 
appeared unto Sauh and others^ that the wbol« 
. was the work of impofture. 

I SHALL give my reaibns; and liie reader 
will judge for hinifelf. 

In the firft place, then, I readily agree with 
one party of thofe that differ from me, that 
neither this PythonefSy nor all the devils in hell, 
could raiie ^up Samuel -y nor is there one tittle 
in the whole narration, to fupport or counte-^ 
nance fuch a perfuafion : but I differ intirely 
from them, in fuppofing all this the worji^ C& 9 
juggler. 

ijlj BecauseI can fee nothing afcribcd, in 
this relation, to Samuel, which is not intirely 
out of charafter in an impoftor, or abfplately 
out of the ^ower of the fubtilcft impoftor that 
ever lived. And, 

2^/y, Because I have as good an opinion 
of the author of this hiftory, his ability, hi? 
integrity, his knowledge of what h? wrote 
about, and his undefigning to deceive, as i caq 
Jjavc of any man that ever commented or cri-' 
f (cized \xfori \i : ^nd therefore, wb^Q k^ gives 

8 W9 
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inc cd undctftidd) thtt the womaxi^w Smmety 
I abfolatcly beliew^ that (he did. 

Ali^ow that the Scriptiar^ fpeaks of thiiags 
according to their sppearancxs^ and that iSWi^ 
land his companions might be deceived hj an 
impoftor in Sammies guife ; Was this aathdc 
ifcceived, or did he m«an to deceive tnt, when 
lie gives me to junderftand, that the wem^njiiiu 
Satnuelj and was frighted at the iHght i 

SuP!»o5£ a po^bilitjr, that SomI and his 
cofti pan ions c&uld be impofed upon by aa init' 
poftor on this occaiion i yet^ furcly, the higheft 
probability is on the other fide. Stml was fee 
frona having an itiiplicit faith even in JW^i^, 
^tehough the manner of his coming to tire king- 
dom demonftrated the divinity of the prpphet'« 
ttiiflion. And WduHi he eaftly bt the dupe of 
ft ifily woman ^ He w« petfedly acqtiain'ted 
with the voice, ftaturc, and figure ^ Sdmuei^ 
He vvas a brave man i and, doubdefs, his com* 
panicns were fo. Can we donbc whether he 
chofe two of his old tried friends On this oc<:a«- 
iion ? And, if h^ did, they ail muft ha^c been 
acquainted with i$4Ww/. They came apon the 
woman by night, and unprepared. Had tbcy 
allowed her the leaft time for joggle or artigoe, 
or fufFered her fo much as one moment oiK 
of their fight 5 would a facrcd hiftorian, whofe 
bufincfs it was to expoie thefe pra£iices, as far 
?s truth would allow, omit thcfc circumftances? 
Would he omit all mention of the preceding 
facrificcs and incantations ? Would he omit eve- 
ry ^iigqcpftan^ th^t tended to 4i^tc^ 4hc fraud } 

Wottl4 
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'Vir:..! ac omit nrcry thing that tended to (hew 
I c ^K rsud, and inJcrt every thing that tended 
» imr y aic real appearance of the prophet ? 

53 ALL ^is author relate in plain terms, 
txi^ S^ perceived it "juas Samuel himfelf'^? 
Ann -hoii he relate this by a word which figni- 
Iks either certain knowledge, experience, or 
teciroic perception ? And are we to underftand 
by this %ord, (contrary to all the rules of gram- 
sror, and rational interpretation) that he neither 
knctr> nor had Icnfible evidence of this? th^t 
he only imagined it was Samuel^ by the defcrip- 
tioa ot an impoftor ? a defcription that would 
liitt ten chooland other men as well as Samuel ! 
But the text lays not, that Saul faw Sa- 
wnutu 

T R CE : but it tells us fomething.that plainly 
tmp;ic$ it ? that le fiocfei "juith his face to the 
eur-^i\ M^ ^(/-i^'ffd k;mfdf. 

W H^N JjLce^xxMct Ejuu^ (Gen. xxxiii. 3.) the 
tc\t tv\ :y U5. tr.At the k^ndmaidsy andLc^hy and 
lf^^><\. ^' i th:r children^ bowed themf elves \ 
t\V tacrcd penman docs not tell us, that, they 
tiv ; -if^ or that it was to him they bowed. 
An: Wc to believe, for thrs rcafon, that they 
o vi nor icc him ? or did not bow to him upon 
JvV:nv^ him ? 

W^H r N David ZTofc out of his hiding-place, 
vpvM\ the iignal that Jonathan gave him, the 
text tcllvS us, (I Sanu xx. 41.) that he fell upon 
l.\' fjce to the ground, and bowed himfelf. 
^ ' ' -^K tells us not, either that he faw Jona- 

niOiing, that X^tEnglifi tranilation fhould leave oyt 
, him/tlf* 



Digitized by Google ^ 



B.I* the Life of King^ AV ijy. Hig 

than^ OP bowed to "Jonathan. Docs any maa 
doubt, for that reafon, that he did not fee 
him \ or did not bow to him, bccaufc he faw 
him ? 

When the mcflengcr from Sauh camp came 
to T)avtd at Ziklag, the text tells us, that he 
fell to the earthy and did obeifance *. There 
is no mention cither of his feeing ^avidy or 
bowing to him. Are we to doubt, for that rea^ 
fon, whether he did fee him ? It were cafy to , 
add other inftances. When the facred writers 
cxprefs themfelves in the fame ftyle, and in the 
very fame words, on occurrences of the fame 
kind, fuch as the behaviour of people upon oc-, 
cafion oif feeing fome extraordinary perfon ; arc 
we not to undcrftand them in the fame fenfe? 

The text is ftiil ftronger and fuller in this 
place. It firft fays, that Saul knew ^ that it was 
S^mxicl him/elf s and then adds^ that he ftooped 
with his face to the ground^ and bowed himf elf 
Muft we believe, notwithftanding all this, that 
he neither knew nor. faw what he bowed to? 
that he bowed only to a creature of the 2^/- 
thonefs's imagination f ? What ftrange fuppofi- 
tions are thefe ! and what' violence muft we dp 
to the facred text, to the analogy of Scripture, to 

• The fame word is here rendered, did ohifance^ which, in this 
a£lion of SauPs^ is tranflaced, bo^ed himfelf \ ^nd, Id the margia 
Ci Pagpins Bible, is tranflated, adored, ' 

•f- But foqie think this mufl be an evil fpiric, becaufe he doe9 
pot reprove Saul for doing him obeifance. The truth is, fuch 
pbfervers are fcarce worth regarding; fince this was undoubtedly 
9>o mof^ thai^ a civil falu^acion. 

com* 
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common grammar, and to common fenfe^ to 
gratify fome dogmatic doubters'^! 

But Saul was frightened out of his wits, 
and did not know what he faid or did. 

I A M very much inclined to think, that tiicy 
who furxnife this, believe it. 

But, pray, how docs it appear I The gentle- 
incn> that objc£t thus, have not^ perhaps, cotifi- 
dcred, that Saul delired Samuel to be raiied ^ 
to him\ (not to the Pythonefs)% which plain- 
ly (hews, ihac he had no apprdicnfion of fear, 
from the thoughts of feeing him. Afld when 
the woman was frightened, and (htieked at tht 
fight of Samuel^ it is plain, that Saul was not$ 
for he bids her not be afraid § $ and dcHres ta 
know what it was ihe faw, which could caufe 
her fears : Be not afrauti for what faweft thou ? 

* I mean here to cenfure thofe only, who think th^ir doubtiog 
a fufficient reafon why others fhould difbelieve. A modeft and a 
candid doubter is a moft amiable character. 

"f- Bring up Samuel /<? me. 

§ But it is urged, that ihe knew Saul before, from the advan- 
tage of his flature, and that her fears were only pretended ; not 
«s arifmg from the fight of Samuel^ but from the fear of Saul, But 
why ? Sml had already, given her all the affu ranee of fafety that 
he could give ; and it is plain, he apprehended her fears arofe from 
the fight of Samuel i for he gives.her no more affurances now, and 
only bids her not b afraS ; aflcing. For mjhat fasuiefi thouf 
Which plainly Ihews, chat he apprehended Ihc was frighted at 
what ihe iaw, and that he himfeif was not. And if be was4)ot* 
le could not be impofed upon. The text tells us, indeed, that he 
was exceedingly terrified at what Samuel told him: which grounds 
a fair prefumption, that he was in no fright before ; for, if he had, 
furely tfeat alfo had been told. Could any thing be more unfaith- 
ful in an hiftorian, than to conceal his fears upon one head, and to 
yelate them upon another ? to conceal them where they tended ta 
^etcdl the inipoilure, (if there was any) and to relate them wherQ 
^ r^latioQ could only tend to eUabUAi it ^ . 

And 
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And the whole tenor of his anfwer to Samueh 
queftion is as rational and undi(lurbc4 as any 
thing I ever read. 

In the next place, let us confidcr, whefhcr 
this perfon^ fuppofcd to be an impoftor, a^ in 
character. 

Arb wc to believe, that a little contempt!* 
bk juggler (fuj[>ponng fuch a perfon^ without 
any foundation in the hiftory) or%a poor da- 
ftardly woman, would dare to treat a king of 
Ifrael with that air of fuperiority, and con* 
tumely wherewith Samuel treats Saul on this 
occaHon ? Would (he^ that paid fuch court to 
him the inftant the affair was over, treat him 
with fo high an hand whilft it was in agitation } 
Jofephus obfcrves of this woman, that (he was 
in her nature gentle, compafliohate, and bene- 
ficent. Is this agreeable to that character \ to 
infult, to threaten, and to upbraid? — to ask 
him, to the reproach of his reafon and religion^ 
as well as the difgrace of her own art, how he 
came to inquire of her?^ — Would (he dare to 
treat Saul fo ? Sauly famed for rage and refent- 
ment^ and not famed for mercy $ Sauly that 
rooted the race of impoftors out of the land ! 
And all this after it was owned Ihe knew him ! 
He muft have as much credulity as an in(idcl, 
that can belieye this. 

I N the next place : Would an impoftor be fb 
very zealous for a ftrid: obfervance of the law 
and commands of God ; and fo rigid in pro- 
nouncing divine vengeance upon the violation 
of them? andj in the depth of his cunning, li« 
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mit that vengeance to time, place, and perfon) 
and all this at no greater diftancc than the next 
day \ 

* These fuppofitions arc too wild to be fcri- 
oufly cortfuted? they are the very reverfc of 
what fliould and would have been done on fuch 
an occafion, had inipofture interfered in it. Eve- 
ry one knows, the bufinefs of impoftors is to 
flatter, to delude, to deceive, to anfwcr doubt- 
fully 5 to promife good, and put off the evil : it 
was this woman's bufinefs in a particular man- 
ner to aft thus. Had (he promifcd 4$W»/ vidory, 
and the fuccefs had anfwered, (he was furc of 
confidcrablc advantage. He who could have no 
benefit from pricfts, or from prophets, would, 
doubtlcfs, have had her in high honour^ and with 
good rcafon. 

If he died in the battle, all was fafes and 
even if he efcapcd, and was worftcd, what (he 
faid, would at kaft have been t^ken for an in- 
dication of good- will and good wi(hes to the 
king, and to his peoples and fo would be more 
likely to cfcape any after-inquiry : whereas, if 
fhe prognofticated evil to the royal race, ihe was 
fure of dcftrudion, if the event did not at once 
juftify and favc her. Nay, it might juftify, and 
yet not fave her : For, might not Suuh compa- 
nions, or feme of his furviving friends, think 
that this evil fortune was the efFcdt of her in- 
cantations, and the work of fomc wicked fpirits 
under her influence? And would (he, who knew 
her own ignorance, put all this to the hazard of 
a conjcdurc? And would God make the event 
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cxa^ly and minutely conformable to that con- 
jcdure, to cftablifh the credit of impofture over 
the face of the earth, and to the end of the 
world? 

B UT it is urged, that an impoftor might cafily 
know what pafled between Samuel and Saul in 
relation to Ai7ialek\ an impoftor might know, 
that the Fhiliftines were much ftronger, , and 
therefore would conquer $ and that Saul and his 
fons would rather die^ than fly or yield. 

Suppose this 5 — fuppofc fuch wretched 
creatures as thefe; fuppofc the wifeft of the 
fallen angels exadly acquainted with the con- 
verfation^ with the very ftyle and phrafeology 
which pafled between Samuel and Saul in rela- 
tion to Amaleky and pafled, for aught appears, 
betwixt thofe two only 5 fuppofe them to know, 
(what hath no foundation in the text *) that the 
Philijlines were now much ftronger, more nu- 
merous, as well as in much better heart, than 
the ljradite$\ Did it follow, that the Thili- 
fiines muft conquer and kill all before them ? 
Have greater and ftronger armies always con- 
quered from the foundation of the world ? Or, 
hath the matter of fad, generally fpcaking, been 
quite otherwife ? Were not the Philijiines yet 
ftronger and more numerous, fomc years before? 
and the Ifraelites, beyond all comparifon, lefs 
numerous, and more affrighted, hiding them- 

* It ihould feem from the text, that Saul had now the greatcft 
army that ever the Ifraelites brought into the field j for it plainly 
tells us, that he had gathered all Ifrad togetbtr^ and they pitched 
in Giiboa, i Sam, xxviii. 4. 

fcives 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i 24 -^« Bifiorkd Account b/ B. l* 

felvcs in woods, and rocks^ and caves, and re-" 
duced at laft to itx hundred men, without one 
ipcar or fword among them alll And did the 
Philijlines conquer for thcfc rcafons? Quite 
ether wife. — See i S4m^Q}x. xiii. and liv* 

I WILL go one ftep farther ; Suppofc the 

fubtileft Ijpirit in hell to^kiiow, tiiat God had 
ioiid.ls.tno4uh and fuppofe him to know, from 
the experience of ages, that they are doomed 
to fure defiru£Eion, whom God hath foriaken : 
Could he forefee, for that reafon^ the time o£ 
his dcflrudion ^ No i — the times and the Tea- 
ions are folely in the hand of God. 

I N the time of the battle juft now mention* 
ed, Saul bad juft then greatly offended GoDi 
Sanmel had juft then denounced the divine ven* 
geance and depodtion upon him for it: and 
yet ^auU not contented to profane the altar with 
impious and unhallowed hands, had the hardi- 
nefs, knowing himfelf under the divine difplea- 
fure, to call for the ephod to confult Godj 
and, after all this^ ruihed into battle, without 
waiting for his anfwer. Then, furcly, if ever, 
might human or fatanic wiMom have pronoun^ 
ced his fate, as far as impiety, as far as provoke- 
ing, and being dcfcrtcd by God, dcfcrvcd itj 
and that fignal inferiority of his forces foretold 
it. And yet, had Satan fo pronounced, the 
event had (hewn him as ftfangdy deceived^ 
What he could not pronounce then, could he, 
and would he dare to pronounce now? And if 
he could nor, could any thing inferior? Could 
a poor groveling impollor pronounce it, upon 

the 
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the foot of much Icfs probability ! infinitely left 
knowledge and greater hazard ! 

But an evil fpirit, or even an impoftor, 
might know, that Saul and his fons were de- 
termined either to die, or conquer in the bat- 
tle. 

Let this alfo be allowed, without any foun- 
dation in the text : Hath not many a man been 
determined to die; and yet been prevented t 
But the truth is otherwife : neither Saul nor 
his fons were determined to die; they all fled 
from the enemy as faft, and zs far, as they could. 
The enemy firft overtook the fons of Saul^ and 
flew them : and when Saul could fly no far- 
ther, rather than fall into the enemy's hands, 
who were hard at his heels, he killed himfelf. 

Besides all this: Shall we fo far outrage 
our reafon and our religion, as to believe any 
being, but God, capable of feeing into futurity, 
and pronouncing upon it i If there be any that 
think fo, let me call upon them, 'with 1/aiab, 
to bring forth their ftrong reafons. Let them 
bring forth^ and pew us what Jhall happen : 
Let them Jhew the former things what they 
bey that we may confider (or Jet our hearts 
upon) them i or declare u^ things for to come. 

In one word : The aflcrtions and rcafonings 

on the other fide feem to be grounded upon 
great miftakes, and fruitful of grievous abfur* 
dities. I cannot aflent to them $ I envy no 
man that can. 

The confequencc from all this is clear : If 
that perfon, , who now denounced the divine 

Vol. I. (^ vcor 
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veDgeance upon Saul un.dcr the refemblance oif 
Samuel^ was neither an impofior, nor an evil 
fpirit 5 he muft be, what the Scriptures cpn- 
fiantly call him throughout this narration, S^a- 
muel. 

That fpirits of another world may carry 
about them fuch vehicles^ as -may admit them 
to a fenfibie commerce with us, in like man- 
ner as our Ipirits bear about thefe bodies of ours, 
the bcft philofophy will admit. And that they 
have done fo upon extraordinary occafions, the 
moft authentic hiftories in the world will atteft. 
If then God Almighty thought fit either to 
appoint, or permit, Samuel to appear to Said 
on this occaiion ; 1 fee no more difficulty in 
it, than in his appearing to him on any other 
occaiion whilft he was in this world, and in 
full health and firength. For Saul no more 
faw his fpirit then, than he did now ; and his 
fpirit was as well able to bear a body about with 
it now, as it was then. 

The only qucftion then is, Why God (hould 
appoint, or permit, Samuel to appear on this 
occafion ? And this is a qucftion which no man 
living hath a right to ask, and be informed in. 
Such queftions as thefe are the very fburee and 

fountdnhcad of all infidelity: 1 doritjin(m 

nsohy things Jhould be danefo andfo ; and there- 
fore I will not believe they were done. And 

what is this, but faying, in other words, that 
y<>u^e as wife as God; and as good a >udge 
4)f fit ^nd juft, at leaft with regard to things of 
this world, as He can be i And therefore it is 

ridiculous 
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Ridiculous to fiippofc, that he traofaaed any 
thing in the affairs of this worlds "which ypu 
cannot difcovcr to be wife, and $t^ aod >u(l. 
Can any thing in nature be more extr^yag^t 
than TikJi rur^nifcs as thcfe? 

*^ But i$ it Ukcly, that Gqd flicmld rcfujfc 
'* to aofwcr Saul^ when he confuked him in 
" ways appointed by himfcif, and yet £hould 
*' anfwcr him in a forbidden way* * ?" 

I answer: What if it be mot? that is. 
What if my little underflanding cannot celch 
the reafons of this condiid? Maft it follow, 
that thefe was no iuch things Is not this the 
fame infatuation of arrogance which wa^ ja(t 
now reproved and cxpoled ? 

B u T^ after all 5 What if G od did not depart 
from his own inftitutions? What if Saul did 
not confult him in ways appointed by Himfelf ? 
The ways appointed by Himfelf to confult him> 
were by prophets, to whom he manifeftcd him- 
felf in vifions, as he did to Samuel h or by pro- 
phets, to whom he vouchfafed a more open com* 
munication of his purpofes, as to Mofes^ or by 
Urim and Thummim. 

It is not likely, that Saul confulted Goo 
by the Urim and Thummim of his own appoint- 
ment $ for that was with Abiathar^ and j^bi^ 
nthar with T>avid. And, very probably, there 
was no prophet then alive, to whom God com- 
municated himfelf cither by vifion, or by his 
word. . » 



• 



Di/courfipn WUcheraft^ &c. p. il. 
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Many learned men have thought the con- 
duft of G o D, on this occafion, to be in near 
conformity, and cxaft analogy, to what he cfid 
after in the cafe of Ahaz^iah (2 Kings, ch.^.)\ 
jibaziah-'^izs very ill, from a fall through the 
lattice of one of his upper chambers 5 and, in 
his anxiety to know the event, he ordered fomc 
of his fcrvants to inquire of Baal-zebub^ the idol 
of Ekrony about his recovery : but, before his 
mcffcngcrs could reach the idol, God fent his 
prophet to flop them fhort, and to pronounce 
their matter's fate. 

S A u L, in danger, and anxiousabout the event 
of it, applies to a Tythonejs^ to affift him by her 
incantations, and to call up the fpirit of Samuel: 
but, before (he begins one word of her fpells or 
charms, the prophet interpofcs, frightens her, 
and pronounces Sauh doom i and (he hcrfclf 
witncffes the truth of his appearance. There is 
indeed, this difFercnce, that Ahaziah applied 
to the idol, without ever applying to any pro- 
phet; which Saul is faid to have done : but that 
he did this with any ferioufnefs, or right fcnfe 
of religion, is not believed , and, if he did not, 
he was, doubtlefs, as wicked in applying, as 
Ahaziah in not applying. 

On the other hand : What if Saul did con- 
fult God in a way appointed of liimfelf ,• and. 
What if God did depart from his own inftitu- 
tions on this occafton ? Is G o D fo tied down to 
his own inilitutions, that he cannot at any time 
depart from them? 

Here 
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Here is ^ fine dileirtma: If God confines 
the communication and manifcftation of hini- 
felf) and his purpofcs to pricfts and prophets ^ 
Are all the reft of his cr^eation excluded'^ Is 
he the God only of priejis and prophets ? All 
this is artifice and contrivance^ plain pri^ft- 
craft ! If at any time he is faid to have raani- 
fefted himfelf in a different manner, fuch ac- 
counts are incredible rfor is it likely he (hould 
depart from his own inftitutipns ? 

BUvT ftill it may be urged ; Is it likely he 
(hould manifeft himfelf. in a way which he him- 
felf had forbidden i 

I answer; That God (hould manifeft him- 
felf by his prophets, to encourage or countenance 
what he himfelf had forbidden, is, indeed, ex- 
ceedingly unlikely 5 or, to fpeak more juftly, 
is very, abfurd to fuppofe, But that he fhould 
ioterpofc to reprove that praftice, is, with great 
iubmiilion, no way incredible or improbable. 
, I BEG leave to obferve, That the 6th and 7th 
verfes of the cxxxix^^^ pfelm fecm to allude to 
this paiTages and the fudden interpoiition of 
God by his prophet, where he was leaft expeft- 
cd : IVhither Jhall I go then from thy Spirit ? 
or whether Jhall 1 go then from thy prefenpe ? 
If I climb up into heaven^ thou art there : if ' 
I go down to hell^ thou art there. Now, what 
we render. Thou art there^ in this laft claufc, 
is, in the original, Lot tUui exptefling ^ 
kind of furpri^e, upon the fuddennefs ^nd un* 
(xpe£tednefs of the divine appearance* 

q.3 Bur, 
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Bur, if Samuel had been raifcd by GaD, no 
ddubt he never would have faid unto Saul^ Why 
baft thou difquietedme? for it would have been 
no difqutet or trouble to him, to come upon 
God's errand*. 

But is this gentleman fure, that the pro« 
phet's difquier arofe from his being fent ori that 
errand ? Surely, he will not fay fo, upon better 
deliberation. No; his difquict plainly arofe 
from Saul's hardened impenitence in the ways 
of irreligion ; it was this that grieved and pro- 
voked his righteous fpirit. And fo it (hould be 
tranflatcd, Why haji thou provoked me^ so make 
mi rife up ? Why doft thou ask of me, feeing 
the Lord is departed from thee? Hath God for-, 
faken you ? and do you hope for health from me? 
from me, his miniftfcr, who ad nothing but in 
dbedience to his will? Is God oflFcnded with 
yoii, and will you inquire what to do, in a 
way that he hath forbidden ? Will you go on 
flill to offend him more and more? Know then, 
that 1 am now come to confirm that fentence, 
which God long fince pad upon you by my 
mouth, for difobcying his commandments: 
Tour kingdom is divided^ and given to Da- 
'Did I and God will deliver you, your (bns and 
your people, into the hands of the Philiftines \ 
and this fentence fhall be executed upon you 
lO; morrow : to-morrow fhall you and your fons 
be wirh me among the dead. All this is plain- 
ly fpokcn in the indignation of a righteous fpi- 

♦ X>ifcQurft on Witchcraft, &c. p. ii. 
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rk againft guikj and he muft have read it with 
very little attention, that does not fee it to be 
Co. 

^\5T Samuel appeared with a mantle. A 
mantle was not, that we know of, any part of 
the prophetic garb : or, if it were, it is pretty 
evident from lome parrs of the Scripture, that 
when thefe pcrfons prophefied, they put off 
their upper raiment. 

I ANSWER : That when Samuel denounced 
Gods judgments upon Saul^ he was clad in a 
mantle % which Saul tore on that occafion. He 
now came to repeat and to ratify the fenrencc 
then denounced 5 ^hd, to ftrike him with fuller 
convidion, he appears in the fame drefs, the 
fame mantle, in which he denounced that fen* 
tencc. And, fince he now again denounced a 
divifion of the kingdom, why may we not pre-' 
fume, that the mantle Ihewed now the fame rent, 
which was the emblem of that diviifion ? Is it 
irrational to fuppofe, that, when he Ipokc of 
this divifion, he held up the mantle, and podnt* 
ed to the rent ? It is well known, the prophets 
were men of much aftion in their fpcaking (and 
often illuftratc their prcdidions by emblems) ; 
and fuch adion as I now mention, I think, could 
hardly be avoided on this occafion. 

Give mc leave to add, that the Bible is an 
hiftory of G o vis providence, more particularly 
to a peculiar people. It teaches us, that all revo- 
lutions in the world are of his appointment, and 
all events in his hands i that nations are punifh- 
cd, and kings dcpofcd, for their guilt, and others 

Q>^ 4 appointed 
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appointed in their ftcad. And, in order rocon-^ 
vincc his people of thcfe great truths, God, at 
fundry times, raifed up prophets from amongd 
them to denounce his judgments upon their 
guilt, and iQ tbretel the fataJ confequcnces of 
it. If they repented upon thcfe monitions, his 
judgments were avcrtejlj if not, they were furcly 
executed. 

Now what is the infidel objedionto thefc 
prophets ? Why, truly, they were wild enthufi- 
gftic men, who foretold things at a venture : if 
they came to pafs, well and good, their credit 
was eftablifhed $ if they did nor, why, theni^ 
Ibmerhing happened that altered the cafe. They 
mevcr wanted cvafions; they had always fome 
fliift to bring themfelves off. — For cxaitiple: 

How might this hiftpry be objeded to i ila- 
tnuely in his lifp-rimc, often reproved iiaul for 
his guilt; and told him, that Gop had given 
away his kingdom from him for that guilt : but 
he never told him to whom, nor when the. 
fentence (liould be executed upon him. 

It is true, Saul died in battle 5 and ^avtd^ 
after fome time, fucceeded him. Who knows 
that this was the effed of that fentence? David 
might have died before this happened, and an- 
other might have fucceeded him, inftcad of 2)^- 
^/V. Neither SauU nor many of his court, 
believed one word that Samuel faid : And why 
Ihould we \ His kingdom was given away many 
years before, and yet Saul was in full poffcffioa 
of it ftili : Could there be a fubj[cd of mor^ 

mpcl^ery 
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mockery upon prophets, and priefts^ and prUft- 
craft> than this? 

Hold! fay the Scriptures 5 — the fcntcncc is 
iiirc, and (hall be executed, though it be refpit-^ 
jCd, and the criminal reprieved. And, to evince 
this, beyond all poiTibility of doubt, God raifcs 
the fame prophet, that predicted this event j and 
at the very inftantxof predicting it, cautioned 
him againft the guilt of divination ^ : I fay, that 
prophet, who predicted this fcntcncc, God now 
raifcs up from the dead, , to confirm that fcn- 
tcncc ; to tell him, that the kingdom was that 
day to be taken from him, and would be divid- 
ed 5 to name the very perfon to whom it was 

given > to confirm the fpntence beyond all 

poflibility of cavil 5 — to (hew by whom, and 
when^ and where, and how it was to be execut- 
ed 5 — to ftie^v, that the execution of it was 
inftai>t, and (hould be deferred no longer than 
the very next day : — Was not this an occaiton 
worthy of the divine interpofition ! Was not 
this IJignus ^eo vindice nodus ? 

One would think all this were fufEcient to 
filence infidelity : but, alas ! the human vanity 
and perverfenefs are not fo eafily quelled. It is 
poflible ftill to objed > That it w4s not Samuel 
that did all this. . 

JSfow the cafe ftands phus: — Th^ Scripture^ 

fay, Samuel was feen on this occafion 5 tha^. 

Saul perceived it was Samuel bimfelfi tha^ 

Samuel fpoke and denounced the divine judg^ 

• I Szxti. XV. 23. FornhelUon is as the Jin of witchcraft , (in 
^$b% 4ivinacion} and fiuhbommfi as inifi^ty and idolatry, 

ments. 
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mcfiw,-^~and SmX heard hfm \ ——and the 
judgments he denounced were demonfiiably 
fuch, as none but God coakl denounce. And 
fome nien^ that call then^fetves critics, without 
attending to the ttjx^ the nature of the pro- 
phet's threats, or the reafon of his appearance, 
fay^ it was not Samuei that did aH this, but 
fome impoftor, or fomc evil fpirit 5 and they 
fay this upon the idlcft reafons that ever were 
Urged) reafons, that have already been abun- 
dantly confuted and expofed. And can it yet 
be made a qucftlon, which we (hall believe ? 

I H A VJE but two observations to annex : The 
firft is 5 That the fon of Sirach^ who fecms to 
have had as much wifdom, penetration^ and 
piety, as any critic that came after him, is clear- 
ly of opinion with the facred hiftorian^ that it 
was Samuel himjelfy who foretold the fate of 
Saul and his houfe in this interview. And it is 
no ill prefumption, that his judgment was alfo 
that of the Jewijh church upon this head. 

The next is 5 That whereas it hath been 
made a qucftion, Whether the Jews had any 
belief of the immortality of the foul? this hi- 
ftory is a full decifion upon tliat point : and, 
perhaps, the eftabliftmcnt of that truth upon 
the foot of fenfible evidence, was hot the loweft 
end of Samuel's appearance upon this occafien. 



CHAP, 
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C ti A P. XXIV. 

David goes with Achifli to the Rendez- 
vous of the Philiftinc Army at Aphek, 
T^he Philiftine Lords would fuffer him 
to go no farther. What enfued there^ 
upon. 

IT is now time to return to D a VJd. 
W £ itiay caltly apprehend, to what ftreightftt 
he was reduced, upon Achifr*s infixing, that he 
muft' go with liim ^^gXn^ Sauh he Wits now 
under a neceflity either of warring againft his 
country, or betraying his benefador. The al^ 
ternative wa$, indeed^ difirefsful : but it ia jfcaf]r 
to fee how a man of honour oluft determiao 
himfelf under it. Hi& prince had baniihed and 
outlawed him, innocent ;. and his people baxi 
joined in the fentence. Nevertiielefc, he con^. 
tinned, as long as he could^ not only not tQ 
injure cither, but even to be beneficent to both. 
To be merciful and longrfufFcring, to repay 
cruelty with tendernefs, and bafenefs with beocsi^ 
ficence, he well knew was the nobleft charaftei: 
and rcfemblance of the Divinity ; but it is His 
only to be unwearied in well doing! 

David would have ftill been beneficent, if 
he could 5 but the times would not let him : 
and therefore when things were brought to that 
extremity, that either he muft fight againft a 

people 

Digitized by LnOOQlC 



236 An Hifiorkal Account of B,^i. 

people who had made him their enemy, or be- 
tray a prince that had protedied him in diftrefs^ 
he had no choice left. He owed Achiflj allegi- 
at^ce^ (for protedion exads allegiance) but he 
owed Saul none ; and there is no doubt but he 
was determined to pay his debt. And therefore 
Ixrannot help thus far crediting the account ^o- 
fepfhus gives us of this matter, that he promiied 
jichifb his aid 5 and aflTured him, he would take 
this occaiton to requite his kindnefs the beft he 
could. He promifed him, fays Grotius^ as The- 
miftoclei did the Perfms^ 1%^^ dixovrl ye SrvfAZ. 
- That he promifed him unwillingly, . I have 
no doubt; and I can have none, that he pro- 
mifed him faithfully. The author of the vii^^ 
pfalm could not ad in another manner^ and at 
the fame time make fo iblemn an appeal to 
God for his integrity. (And what if this pfalm 
were written in vindication of himfelf from 
ibme calumny raifed of him upon this head ?) 
O Lord my God^ if I have done anyfuch things 
or if there be anyfuch wickednefs in my hands ^ 
if I have rewarded evil unto him that dealt 
friendly with me: yea, I have delivered him^ 
that without any caufe is mine enemy. , The 
man that could fave Saul^ could not betray 
Achijb, 

And here I muft once more obferve, upon 
Mr. Bayies fingular candour : He is very angry 
with "lyavid io^ deceiving Achijh^ where the 
deceit was no way injurious 5 and, in the next 
breath, falls foul upon him, for rcfolving to be 

faith-^ 
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faithful where infidelity had, in all probabili- 
ty, been fatal to his bcnefador. 

This wc know, the pcrfon of the king was 
committed to T) ovists trnft and care; for, when 
he marched, we find it was in the rear, attend- 
ing upon the king^s perfon. 

AcHiSH could be no ftranger to the invio-' 
lablc reverence which ^avid had paid to the 
regal charafter 5 and therefore, probably, thought 
he fliould be fafer in his keeping, than if he 
committed himfelf to his own people, who 
do not feem to have had altogether fo great a 
veneration for him. And David^ doubtlefs, 
would gladly content himfelf with difchargihg 
that trud; avoiding, as much as he could, to 
engage in the carnage of his countrymen; or, 
perhaps, as he now perfedly underftood the in- 
tcrcfts of both countries, he had fome fchcme 
of accommodation to propofe, which might, 
for the prefenr, adjuft and determine thtir dit 
pure. Befidcs all this, Jonathan was in the 
advcrfe army : let the generous reader ask his 
own heart, whether T>avid might not have a 
fccret pleafure, in the profpcd, in the poflibili- 
ty, of faving his friend's life in the day of 
battle. 

But, whatever his purpofes were, it plcaled 
God to deliver him out of all his difficulties, 
by infpiring the Philijiine lords with fuch a jea- 
loufyof him, as made them ablblutcly refufe to 
go to battle with him 5 in reality, perhaps, from 
fecret envy and indignation, to fee him thus 
honourably diftinguifhed by their prince; but 



« j8 Ah Hijkricoi Accoura iff ^, %, 

prci^fiedly^ upon a i%rpk:i<», that be might por-^ 
chafe his reconciliation with Saul^ at the pcice 
of btttayiog them to bim^ or JQiniog againft 
them in a crdtical tondure. Nor was tJbeir ^- 
|M:6benfk>n Wifctihput appearance of reafon : &)t 
fo their Hebrew afibciatc*' (whether flaves.or 
Ihbjeds^ I cannot fay) ferved them^ in the bat- 
tie fo happily (if not miraculonfly) begun by 
JasMiban and his armour-bearer {i Sam. xiv.). 
And, doubtlcfs, it wais in memory of this^ that^ 
fe«ing l^avid and his men marching with 
Ack^y they asked thei^ing. What dothefe He- 
brews here^ At which Achi^o^ furprifcd, and 
wondering they (hould not know this many and 
his importance, cried out, That it was ^avid^ 
the fcrvant of Saul. Could they be ftrangers 
to ^avtd^ and his merits, who had been fo 
Jong with him, and behaved himielf io well ? 

They knew very well who he was, and 
gave their king to underftand as much : they 
knew that he was king elcd of the land^ and 
more fet by than even Saul himfelf ; and there- 
fore it was fo much the more dangerous to truft 
him. This was right reafoning. 

I T is true, T)avid had too much honour to 
betray his bcnefadtor; and knew Saul too well 
to think of any fchcme of reconciliation with 
him, or to truft to the influence any benefa£lion 
could have upon him 5 and therefore neither po- 
licy nor. honour could allow him to go into any 
fchemes prejudicial to the inteteft of Achi/b. 
But the Pki/rjime, lords might fee all this in an- 
other light : very probably, they heard of ^a- 
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n)kts late excels of generofity to Saul\ and very 
polUbly (not confidcring the devil that dwelc 
within him) they had no idea of fuch depravity, 
as could harden the human heart in an invinci- 
\Ac enftv^ty to fuch a benefador; — -and they 
-niight imagine him fent away by Saul (as Da^ 
ritis fent Zopyrus) under a (hew of enmity, oa 
,puiipofe to betray them. And, poffibly, David 
himfclf might have found out fome method of 
infpiring them with fuch a Jcaloufy (as Themir 
-flocks did the Perjians on a different occafioqj. 
But, hawever it was^ theyabfolutely refufed to 
let ^avid join them: and ^avidy fecurc qf 
being refufed, appeared more urgent to;bc at|- 
mitted to fliare in the danger i but the lords 
were determined to the contrary. And there- 
Yore the king, comforting him as well as he 
could, under the indignity that was done himrf, 

advifed 



* It is obfervable, that Achijh^ on thisoccafion, raakc^ufe of 
that form of fwearing, which obtained among the Je^Sy Aj the 
Lordli'utth, From wbidifome have concluded, that Achijh had 

learned Ibmepartpf Da'vid't religion ; and. others go in(o<gi;dat 
extremes on the other fide ; which, I own, I can fee no grounda- 

^for. David was a man of fufficient' addrefs ; * he well knew how 
to converfe with kings : ndr was Atbijh the lirft, whofe favour kis 
acconDpliihments had acquired hkn. In all probability, he fljpu- 
lated for the free exercife of his' religion, before he threw himfelf 
into his fervice ; and fuch a fiipuis^tion might naturally be attend- 
ed with an apology in its favour. Nor will DwvitC^ charadler 
fuiFer us tofufpect him fo cold and unconcerned in that point, as to 
ootiit any opportunity of •recommending his religion to the beft sId- 
vantage : for, furely* no*mortal ever bad it more at heart ; efpeci- 
ally after that declaration, which he himfelf hath made in the 
cxix^** pfaUn, feft. 6. \Vau:): I *willfptak of thy Uftimonies dlft 
t'venbeforekwgs^ and'willnothe ajhamid. What wonder then, if 
Du'vid fliould have inftrufted, and Achifi profited in this point, 

ilQVCL 
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advifcd him to return with all expedition, for 
fear of farther cxafperating them 5 and he did 
accordingly. And this advice (How adorable is 
the great God in the purpofes of his providence !) 
refcucd David from infinite diftrcfs. For, leav- 
ing the Thilijiines to purfue their way to Jef- 
reel^ he rpfe up early in the morning, and re- 
turned to Ziklagy (being joined on the road by 
fome excellent foldiers and eminent captains of 
the tribe of Manaffeb) and reached it in three 
days. But how great was their furprize, and 
how inexpreffible their grief, to find it utterly 
defolated, and burnt down to the ground ! for 
the jimalekitesj determined upon revenge, and 
taking the opportunity of jicbijh and David's 
abfcncc with their forces, ravaged the borders of 
Judab and Taleftine^ took Ziklagy deftroyed 

• all the men that were left for its defence, burnt 
the city, and carried away all the women and 
children captives. 

Da V ID and his men, as it was natural, gave 
way to the firft tranfports of their grief on this 

'.fad fight : They wept (fays the text) until they 

had no more power to weepy andD^vid was 

greatly dijlrejfed. And, to add to his affliftion, 
his men mutiny 'd, and, in their defpair, threat- 
ened to ftone him : And they fpake of Jfanmg 

from Da'vi^s convcrfation ? But, after all, poflibly Jchffi might 
have fworn by Jeho<vah on this occafioD, as that Jtvi) did by Jefm^ 
whom a great roan J of the laft age fo properly (and with fo fine a 
fatire upon that profanenefs too common among Chriftians) reprov- 
ed, for his afTurance in prefuming to fwear like a Chriftian. 

§ The old duke of Ormond : 7hU raJcaVj Jew (faid he) bai the impudince f 
fwtar like a Chriftlan* 
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him 5 becaufe the foul of all the peoph was 
grieved^ (was bitter ^ fays the original) e'Very 
than for his fans, and fbr his daughters : hut 
David comforted himfelf in God : He had al- 
ways a furc rcfburce ia the power, promifes, 
and providtnce of God. 

When he had appeafcd thcni as well as he 
could, he immediately fent iox. Abiathar and 
the ephodi and inquired of God what td do 
in that exigency^ whether to purfue the enemy) 
and with what hop^s of fuccefs. And, hiaving 
received this gracious and encouraging anfwer, 
Turfu€% for thou Jhalt fUrely overt ake^ and 
without fail recover ^ he obeyed with all ex- 
pedition, marching on with the fix hundred 
men ,thac attended him^ until he reached the 
bropk Befory which runs between Gaza and 
Beerjheka. 

HeiIe two hundred of his forces, being ut- 
terly exhaufted, and faint with fo long* and fo 
continued a march for many days together, were 
left behind to guard the baggage 5 and T>avid^ 
with the Other .four hundred, continued his pur- 
fuit, , 

Q K the way, finding a young man fick and 
faint for want of food, they adminiftred pro- 
per rcfrefhmcnt to him 5 and, as this took up 
fome time, they, probably, made ufe of this 
dccafion to take fome refrelhment rhemfelves. 

When he had recovered his fpiMts, and his 
ipeech^ he told them, upon inquiry, that he was 
an EgyptiaHy and belonged to an Jmalekite^ 
>vho had left him there »^ three days before^ fick. 

Vol. I. R ' and 
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and dcftitutc of all Ai^ncr of fapport, upon 
their return from an expedition againft Juds^^ 
and the fouth of the CherethiteSy and of Cakbi 
in which invaiton they had taken and bcu&c 
Ziklag. And being asked. Whether he coald 
engage to guide them lo that party? he, upon 
a folemn oath of fafety, and not being given 
up to his matter, (wbofc cruelty he had fuffici- 
cntly experienced *) undertook to do (o ; be- 
ing, without doubt, acquainted with the plaCc 
appointed for their rendefyous^ after they thought 
ibemfelves fufficiently out of danger. 

Wh A T he under looky he. faithfully perform- 
ed > and ^arvid catt>e upoa the company, hi 
the end of the n\f^y fpread ahrodd (as the text 
Mprefics tv) upm all the earthy eatings and 
drinkmgr and damingy thin^ingrthemfelves no^ 
quite out of danger from Davids as well they 
might tr and rcvcfliiig for. joy of their good 
&icceis, and the great fpoil dney iiod taked' out 
of the land of the FhitiJimeSy, and one of the 
knd of Judah. 

W»BN David {^w thisy he waked, ass foine 
imagine, until they fcH aflcep; and affaulted 
them in that condition the nexr momifig : but 
I think it is not probable, that fb many men 
(hould wait tamely, and fuf&r their wives and 

* Siiftly, the leaving faeh a- flave, fick wkk CMxgaifig in hu 
vailer^s fervice, in an enemy^s country, and utterly dcftitate of 
all the neceiTaries of life, in the^midft of unpurchafed plenty, is one 
of the flrongeft infiances of inhumanity chat ever was hea»l of. 
Thi« is a true fpecimen of jimalekite mercy* 
* \ Sicurum hofienty ac fuccejfu tirum ftcordim mgtnteiH invadmt i 
e^h wigile^^ ferruftt^ Quftra. Tacit. Hift. IL 

daoghr 
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dailghtefsio" be cxpofcd to the liceritioufnefs of 
any ont hour that riiight fucceed to fuGh a re- 
vel : JHone but i ftrangef to the fpirit of the Ori* 
enidls to^ild belfevc this. They faw evety thing 
befdrc them that could excite their valoar, oi 
ihflamt their Vcri^tahce : they feft ihrfantly up- 
on the enemy by the break of the day. and 
made a dreadful havock 5 nor ever ceafea from 
the llaughter intil night : And David Jmote 
them (fayi the tz±x)frdm thi twilight even un^ 
to the e^Hln^ df the next day : and there 
ejcdped 'hoi d thaH af thefri, jave four hundred 
yoiing Mem Which rSde lipohcanteUy dhdjted^ 

THO^fi val?ant men of Mandjfeh, who ftfl 
in Virith' ^dnitd^ up6h his return from Achijh^ 
being eiCellenf foldiers arid leaders, and lels fa- 
tigued thaft thfe reft of his forces, "were of great 
fervice to him on this occafion. 

Wh At crowned the fuccefi, was^ tHat 2)^- 
vid and all his men recovered every man thefr 
Wives and children, arid every thing they had 
foft, toget'her with all the plunder the enemy 
had taken ^Ifewhere, vaff ffocks and herds of 
cattl'e, which they now fcparated from their 
owri^a'nd, in honour of their leader, (nowre- 
pcntirig^ df their late infolence) diftinguilhed by 
the name of T)avid%Jpoil. 

THlrs' fuctefs will, upon inquiry, appear fo 
C5itraOrdinary, and fo aftonifliing, that it is not 
eafy to account t6r it, other wife than from the 
peculiar fuperi'ntendcnce of Providence over 
OanJid and his concerns 3 and T>avid himfelf 
wais felly perluaded it was fo: it is in this per- 

R 2 fuaiion 
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iuafion he cries out, at the xviiith ^falm^ It is 
God that girdeth me with firength of war : 

— 'He maketh my feet like harts feet: 

He teacheth mine hands to fight ^ and mine 
arm Jhall break even a bow of ft eel > — -Thou 
haft made mine enemies to turn their backs upon 
me. 

The peculiar interpofition of Providence is 
feen in every circumftancc of this adventure > 
— the number, the perfevcrancc, the iffue. 

That they might not think their number 
did the work, God reduced them to four hun- 
dred, as he did Gideons company to three 
{^udgeSy ch. vii) : and therefore, when he com- 
manded ^avid to purfue, he in efFe£t faid to 
him, what he faid before to Gideon ^ Arife^ get 
thee down unto the hoft 5 for I have delivered 
it into thine hand. 

Many others have been as fortunate in fur- 
prifing, and as fucccsful in flaughtering their 
enemies : but to have ftrength both for the car- 
nage and purfuit for fo many hours together, is 
altogether extraordinary. But what is yet more 
extraordinary, is, that he (hould recover all the 
captives unhurt, out of the hands of a people 
fo abandoned, and fo execrable, as the Amalek- 
ites ! 

Some imagine, that thefe mifcreant Amalek- 
iteSy being poor, fpared their captives from a 
profpcdt of profiting greatly by the falc of them; 
bur others^ with more reafon, think they only 
. rcfpited their cruelty, to execute it to more ad- 
vantage at their leifure. For my own part, I 

fhali 
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ihall pronounce nothing upon the matter : I 
have .no diftinft and particular icjea of their 
avarice, but I think I have a very clear one of 
their cruelty ; and I am perfuadcd, they fparcd 
their captives, from inveterate malice. 

How beautiful a contemplation is it, to ob* 
ferve the fignal goodnels of Gou^ and tpalignity 
of man, ^o-operating to the fame etid I 

I SHALL add only this fhort obfervation, 
that two points are cleared from this relation : 
The firft is, that the Cherethites were Tbili- . 
fiines'^h the fccond, tliat the Amalekitas were 
enemies to the Thilijiines. And therefore, 
however "David might have afted befide the in- 
tentions of his benefador, yet he certainly did 
not aft againft his intcreft, in dcftroying them. 

A 3 T>avid returned, thofe of his forces who 
were too faint to follow him, being now reco- 
vered, went out to meet him 5 and he faluted 
them as became the common father of his peo- 
ple, and inquired kindly of their health : which 
fomc ill men of his attendants interpreting as 
an indication of kindnefs, immediately cried 
out. That they fhould^ have no part of the ene-^ 
ipy's fpoil, but be content with the recovery 
of what they had loft. This inhuman and ini- 
cjuitous declaration "David quickly controlled 
with a proper authority, tempered with fingula^ 
piety, and well-judged calmnefsj Te Jhall not 
do foy my brethren, with that which the Lord 
bath given us^ who hath prejerved us, and 

* X Sam. XXX. 14. 16. 

R 3 ^e/i' 
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delivered the company that came a^ainft nSy itt 
to our hands. He then pronounced, ^hat they 
who went down to battle, and they yvho (laid 
behind to guard the goods and provifion$ of 
the army^ fhould (hare alike in the enemy's 
(poll: well Icnowing, that there was as much 
merit in contributing to fave a citizen, as to 
deftroy an enemy ; and that thofe who now 
(laid behind, had no other demerit^^lhan that 
of a weaker conftitution. 

Chalcocondylas tells us, (lib. sO that th^ 
^ifidians went further, and gayc part of the 
fpoil to thofe who ftaid at home, and guarded 
the houfcs : and God himfclf appointed half to 
thofe who ftaid at home in the W^r with Midian 
(Numb, ch. xxxi.). 

This determination of David's became a 
law among the IfraeliteSy from that day, to the 
time that this hiftory was written: and we have 
rcafon to believe, that it lafted, after this, as long 
as the Jewijb polity did, and was reftored with 
ir^ and is generally underftpod to have been 
praftifcd by the Maccabees (2 A4accab, ch. viii.) 

i HAVE already obfcrved, that as David xt- 
turned from the Amalekite carnage, the fol- 
dlers fcparated the hoftile flocks and herds, and 
called them "David's fpoil : and we fipd by the 
fequel, that they made good their words. 
For, when David returned \p Ztklag^ he 
fcnt prcfcnts to all his friends that had pro- 
tected and entertained him in his exile, whether 
in ^udea^ or out of it. And, from the account 
of this matter left us in the lacrcd text, it ap- 
pears^ 
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pears, that T)avid had, in his exile, fojourncd 
in many places, whither the iacrcd hiftorians did 
not think fit to trace him, 

I sHOULp be glad to letrn^ from any can- 
did reader, in what light this conduA of ^a- 
vi^% appears to him. I freely own, that, as 
often as I have read itg rt never appeared to mc 
in 9iny otlicr than that of an hone^l and over- 
flowing gratitude for favours received : nor do 
I believe I ever ffaould have had fagacity enough 
to fee it in any other, if the penetrating Mr. Bayle 
had not taught me to look upon it in the light 
of bribery. He doth not, indeed, brand it by 
^ har(h a name; he hath the goodnefs to abate 
of his ufuai feverity to David on this occaHon, 
and to caU it onljr a gaining of the chief men 
(of his tribe) by prejents ; at the fame time 
diftinguiHiing the phrafe by capitals, left it (hould 
not fufficiently be noticed. 

I THANK God, that he hath formed mc 
with a plain and unrefining fight, that fees 
things only as they are (hewn to me, and as 
they (hlne out in their natural light. 

I READ in the text, that T^avid fent pre- 
fents to his friends; and I always imagined, 
that friends were perfons already gained to our 
intereft \ and \ imagined, that ^avid had me- 
rit enough with the whole realm of Ifrael^ 
to make fome of them his friends, without 
bribery. 1 read, that the rovers the Amalek- 
ites had fpoilcd the South of Judah , and I 
did not know but ^avid had a mind to 
make his friends fome reparation for the da- 

K 4 mages 
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mages they had fuftained : I read alfo^ that he 
had fcnt prcfcats to the Jerahmeelttes and Ke- 
nitesy and all the places where he and his men. 
, nx)ere wont to haunt s and I imagine, to this 
day, that if he had nothing but fcif-intereft in 
view, he had better have confined his favour^ 
to thoft of his own coui^fry. 

Every one hath heard enough of bribing 
for fome years paft $ and yet, as little fcrupulous 
as fome men are of their cenfures upon that 
head, (how juftly, I neither mean to fay, nor 
infinuate) I don't remember to have heard any 
man charged with bribing for an ele£tion be- 
fore the borough was vacant, or the membei: 
lick, or the parliament diflblved, or its period 
expiring, and unknown. And if any man,- in 
fuch an interval, (hould, upon fome remarkable 
turn of fortune in his favour, fend fome prefents 
to fome near relations, or particular friends of 
that borough, to whom h? was known to be 
greatly obliged, I can never be brought to be-? 
lieve, that fuch a condud could juflify the paff- 
ing of a vote of corruption and bribery upon 
bitii. * ^ 
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C H A P. XXV. 

, Tie Batik of Mounf Gilboa. 

T^ HE reader will, I believe, now think i| 
* liighi time, that we rcfumc the thread of 
pur hiftory, as far as it relates to Saul. 

S A u L, as I humbly apprehend, was not long 
returned to his camp before the Thilifttnes at- 
tacked it, and, after fome time, gained it. 
There is no doubt but that he and his Tons made 
all the reiiftance that might be expeded from 
fuch great captains, and fuch valiant men i but 
to no purpofc : when the Philijiines had once 
forced their intrenchments, they bore down all 
before them. 

After a confiderabic flaughter, the Ifra* 
elites fled 5 and Saul and his fons fled with the 
reft, l^t in vain 5 for the enemy prcfled fo clofc 
upon them, thzt-^onathan and his brethren* 
were flatlr.™4$Wiif/^as yet alive, but faint, weary, 
and wounded 5 and, defpiiring to outgo his 
purfuers, he called to his armour-bearer fO dif^ 
patch him, left he fhould fall alive into the 
enemy's hands: "Draw thy Jwordy (faid he) 
knd thruji me through therewith^ left thefe un- 
circumctfed thru ft me through^ and abufe me: 
which his armour-bearer dreading to do, he 
himfclf took the fword, and fell upon it, and 

* Mipad^ ^nd Malchijhua. 
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died} and his armour-bearer quickly followed 
his example, and died by his fide. 

No fodner did the Ifraelites of the adjacent 
vale fee the battle go againft Saul^ but they de^ 
ferted their cities in the utmoft confternation s 
which the Philiftines quickly feized. 

When the PMiftmes am« the ntn day to 
(trip the {lain» the text tells us, they fomd Saul 
md his fins fflhn ufon momt Gilboi s md 
they cut off his head^ and firippfd off his ar- 
WQur, andfint into the land of tho FhiUftiocs 
round about^ to publijb it in the houfe of their 
idols, and among their people^ that public thtukf- 
givings might l^ made to th^ir ^ods thfooghoot 
the whole country. 

His head they ftftei^d m the temple of 2)4- 
gen *, after they had ftript off the hgir and 
|}efh i and they put his armour in the houfe of 
AJbteroth (thefe were their great idols, differ- 
ent in (hape, but agreeing in the lewd ccre^ 
inonials of their worfliip) $ and his body they 
fattened to the wall of Bethjban^ as they did 
ihofc of his fons alfo. , How they difpofed of 
their heads and arms, is not faid ; but it is to 
b? prefumed, that they alfo were difpofed ef 
in like manner with thofe of their father^ 

I A M now at Icifure, and I hope the reader 
is fo too, to make foncie reflexion; upon this 
battle 5 and to confider iorx^t objeftioiw in rcU- 
lion tQ the preceding hiftory, 

* I Cbrm. x.io. 
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}^ tkc firft place, jthi^n i I think it evident, 
frpqi many cpncurnng circumflanpes, that Sanif 
vf^% i^QW attaclfc4 in ^is camp. 

In the next place? I think it is as ^v\MfA% 
from the tenor of the hiftory, that he could q^c 
be long returned to his camp^ l)$fof e the "I^btli- 
fiines ;»tt^pke4 it, , 

Anei, thirdly! I think it highly prpbablc, 
fhat tliey were en<:onr$iged to this attempt, t^ 
fo;me f?gi?f f infprm,atioa of Smh having ftoten 
out of the camp the evening before, with hi$ 
gepcr^l, {for 4hneT is fnppofed to have been 
one of his attendants) and another perfon: 
!>?, Bccanfe an intdUgencjc of that kind was 
;pot hard tp be had; and, ^dly^ Botiaofe the 
having it was the firpngeft encouragement to 
fuch an attempt. 

That Saul was attacked, is, I think, 00c 
pbfcurely intimated in the text, i S«m^xm\. i« 
N&mx the Philiftines ./i«i^i&/ ^g^^^ft Ifracl. Is 
|t npt evident from hence, that they began the 
^ght ? (and fp interpreters underftand it *) efp?- 
ciaUy confidering, that the word here rendered 
fought^ might as properly have been tran^atcd 
faulted. 

The text ^ddsj And the men of \{xzt\p4i 
^nd fell down in mount Gilboa. From hence 
alfa \ think it evident, that Saul wa$ attacked 

^ Pugfiaffi diamfur fhtlifiau f^4i ipfi^ uhn fnttret Ifroiliiii^ 
turn ^ofias iw^tifirmt. MeoQck. PpJ^ SyAOj^fis. 

in 
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in his camp ; for he was encamped upon Gil" 
boa ; and the battle was fought there, and the 
flauuhter and the fight began there; whereas, 
had he attacked the ThtlijiineSy the battle had 
.•'*bccn fought at Shunem^ where they were en- 
• camped. 

What puts this matter out of all doubt, is, 
the account of Sdul's death, brought to ^a- 
vU by the Amalekite^ who is faid to have come 
out of the camp from Saul. Now he came 
from where Saul lay dead i and therefore, iince 
he came from Saul'% camp, Saul died in his 
camp. And here we fee the furprifing exaft- 
nefs with which Samuel's predidion was ful- 
filled, when he told Saul^ that on the very next 
^ay he (hould die, and \\\s camp be taken : 
jilfo the camp of Ifrael fhall the Lord deliver 
into the hands of the Philiftincs. 

It is aIlo>ycd, that they who attack, have 
this advantage 5 that as the attempt is prefuttied 
to arifc from fuperior courage, and confidence 
of fuccefs, the army attacked are, for the moft 
part, intimidated by it, and are apt to fly, upon 
the ieaft advantage gained agkinft them. It is 
natural to reafon, that if they fcould not keep 
off an enemy, with the advantage of their tren- 
ches, and other fences of their camp, they muft 
be unable to deal with them upon equal terms. 

This, in all probability, was the cafe of Sauly 
and -his army, who now partly fell, and partly 
fled from the PhiliJliTies : Saul and his fons fled 
with the reft, and were hotly purfued. It is not 
t9 be imagined, as I ^fort obfcrved, that- fuch 

brave 
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brave men as they were, could allow them* 
fclves to fly, before they had ufcd their utmoft 
efforts to repel the enemy. However, as Saul 
was warned of his fate, and as there is no doubt 
but he was deHrous to elude it, he fled : and 
it is evident enough from the hiftory, that he 
fled before his fonsj for they (who, it is to be 
presumed, were as fwift as he) were firft over- 
taken, and flain, and the enemy had not yet reach- 
ed him ; when, feeing them in hot purfuit, and 
utterly defpairing to efcape, he called to his ar- 
mour-bearer to difpatch him, as was now re- 
lated. 

Here JofephuSy in the fulnefs of his national 
fpirit, runs out into high encomiums upon Saul^ 
and would fain fet him oflP as a confummate 
hero, and perfed pattern of patriotifm, who, 
knowing he was to die, expofed himfelf and 
his family to deftrudion, and thought it glo- 
rious to die fighting for his country r but, in 
truth, there is not the leafl: foundation for this 
high-flown panegyric. 

What his fecret intentions were, is hard 
to fay : but it is evident to a demonftration, 
that his fate was not the effed of choice 5 for 
it was forced upon him 5 he being, as I before 
obfi^rved, attacked in his camp, before he had 
any time to take any meafures either for his 
own, or the common fafety: and, when he 
found, the battle going againft him, he fled as 
faft and as far as he could 5 and, when he could 
fly no farther, he killed himfelf out of cow- 
ardice, for fear of falling alive inro the hand« 

of 
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of the enemies, and foflfermg fotfie ihdigritne's 
from them, HorW iriuch nobler was fhc refe- 
lution of DarikSy who^ findtdg hrimfcff be- 
trayed, and thde he was w be either Mtirdeied 
by his own fabje^^ 6v delivered into th6 hahdi 
of Alexander i would not, however, be his oVn 
ciecationer ! / had father (fays h6) ^/^ 4)^ ^^ 
other's ffhh^ thdn my mbff (Cart. I $. cafjA 

A TR u L Y brave m^ wonld b$vc died H^tit^ 
ing M Jonathan did, oi wonldy afe woYft, glo^ 
f y m bcmg. abafedy in4 even tortured fof haft^ 
ing done his duty ! Saul then died, not ^ ^ 
herd, bat i dcfcrtci*. Seif-miirdtf iV deifionfftra-^ 
Wy the effc^ of cowardicfc j arid i^ is^ as trtt^ 
tional aind iniquitocilsy as h is b^fe^ 06¥), ^hoft 
creatures we arc, is the fote Arbitery is he is^thfe 
fole Author, of life : awt lifvW at* his fJfoptrty 5 
and he hath givcA oar couhtry^ our faioiily, a^ 
our friends, a (hare in them. Arid thcrcfbre, 
as Plato finely obferves in his FhMdOy God is^^ a^ 
much injured by Self-murder, as I Ihdulrf be by 
having one of my ^vc^t^ killed without itiy eon- 
fent : not to rnHft upon the inji:iry done t!6 
otiiers, m a vaificty of relation^, by the fami 
aa. 

In tlic nc3tt place, I beg leave to obfcrvc^, 
That SmI and his armour-bearer died by the 
fame fword, which was the armour-btarcfs. 

That this armour-bearer died by his own 

fword, is out of all doubt j the text exprefly tells 

us fo. And that Said perifiied by the fame 

fword, is, I think, fufficicntly evident: T>Taw 

+ thy 
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thyfut)crdy fays he to him, andthrujime through. 
Which whttt he refafcd, Saul (fays^ the text) taok 
thifi^ord^ (hahereb)j and fell upon it. What 
ftrord ? (Not hi* own^ for then the text would 
have faid fo) Why, in the plain, natural, gram- 
ikiatical conliMdioit, the fword before men- 
tione-d muft be thif fword ndir referred to 5 that 
\%f his arm<sur^be4fcr'«. 

Now It i$ tht eftablifted traditioti of th« 
yiWifh nation, thdt this armour-bearer was Doe^ 
(Md I fee no rt^on why it ihould be difcredit- 
ed) ; and if fo, then Saul Md his executioner 
boch fcfi by that ve^y weapon, with which they 
had before mafl^ed the priefts of God. Re- 
tti^ks of this^ kind have fometimes fallen from 
the wifeft and beft hiftorjians, upon like occaft^- 
onsf with Wh^iii! I {ha)l be contented, fliall 
be prottd tt> be rl^uled. 

It were eafy to furnifh the reader with fufft- 
ckiK inflaticei : I fhall only tfoetble him with 
tiiree,' all tikeri from T^lufarch. 

BRUtus afid €aj//us killed themfelvcs with 
the fame fwords with which they trcachcroully 
nrard^red Cafar : I fay, treachereujfy murdered *j 
biecaiffe t^ey ky in his bofom at the fame time 
that rhey meditated his death. And Calippus 
was ft^bbed with the fame' fword wherewith he 
ftabbed liio. 

* So the tnglijh tranflation renders that word in the 5 th vcrfe; 
and in the forgoing verfe, Af^word^ i Qhron. x. 4, 5, A negli- 
feftce^ whith* f atto a good deal hrprKed at. My pofition, how- 
tfv«i', i» clear frt)itt this paflage. It is aifo clear, that the Engl/Jir 
<ranflktw#tfcoi!ightft)*; *vfz, tMt Saul arid his armoar-bekrer pc- 
liihed by the fame fword. 

Another 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



256 An Hiftorical Account of B:ii 

Another circumftancc relating to this bat* 
tic, is, that the Philijiines gained it, as I api- 
prchcnd by the advantage of their archers: 
And my rcafonsfor thinking fo, are thus found* 
cd: 

There is no mention of any archer in any 
of the Thihjline armies or battles before this *: 
And, in this battle, thefe are the perfons that 
prcffed fo hard upon Saul: And thie archers hit 
him^ (fays the text) and he was fore wounded 
of the archers. Now, what we render wound- 
edy the beft critics interpret frighted : which 
{till confirms the opinion, that he killed him* 
fclf through fear. It was a way of fighting for 
which he was not prepared, and therefore it 
threw him into a confternation. 

In the next place, after this battle, David 
had the Ifraelites taught the ufc of the bow : 
which, doubtlefs, he would have done much 
fooner^ when he commanded the armies of 
Saul againft the Philijiines^ had they then gainr 
cd any advantage over the Ifraelites by means of 
thefe weapons. 

Now thefe archers were, doubtlcfe^ of vaft 
advantage to the Philijiines^ in their attack 
upon Sauh camp : ly?, becaufe an aflault with 
that kind of weapon was new and furprifing j 
and all fuch are generally fuccefsful : and, idly^ 
becaufe the arrows beat off all that defended 

* It was hot, indeed, unknown to them j for Jonathan is cele- 
brated for his skill and dexterity in it ; and fo are fome of the wor- 
thies who reforted to Da<vid: but it fecms not to have been yet 
brought into common ufe. 

the 
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the fences of the camp, and dcftroyed them at 
a diftance, before they, could come to a clofc 
fight ; which might naturally throw them into 
terror and confufion. 

Sir Ifaac Kewtm tt\\%yx% thatthofc migh- 
ty numbers of men, who aided the Philiftines 
againft Sml, in the beginning of his reign, 
were the iOiepherds cxpulfed from Egypt by 
Atnafisy fome of whom fled into Thanicia^ and 
others into Arabia Tetraa. Now his fon Am-^ 
man conquered Arabia: Why then may^we not 
fairly prcfume,^ that thcfe archers, who now aid^ 
ed the Thiliftines^ were either Arabs, who fled 
thither itota Ammony or thoCc Egyptians wha 
fled before to Arabia^ and learnt arching there 
from the natives, who are allowed the beft bow- 
men in the world \ Since the time and circum-. 
fiances fuit, the conjcdure will not, I believe, 
be thought ill-grounded. 

In the laft place i if this attack upon SauH 
camp was encouraged by the intelligence of 
Sauh having ftolen out of the camp the even- 
ing before 5 then his applying to the Pythonefs^ 
was the ioimcdiate caufe of his deftruaion. 
And this gives light to that paflagc^ i Chrcn. 
X. 13. and at the fame time receives light from 
it, that Saul died for his tranfgrejjion which he 
committed againft the Lprdy even againft the 
word of the Lord^ which he kept not 5 anddlfo 
for asking one^ who had a familiar /pint ^ ta 
inquire. 

Vol.1. S CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVL 

A Jhort mfay upon the Cbara£ier of 

Jo N A T H A N« 

WHEN we meet with any pcrfon in hi- 
ftory of a very extraordinary charadcr, 
whefe death is, as we think, untimely 3 and 
his fate, in appearance, unworthy of his virtue 1 
inftead of fubmitting with profound humility to 
the difpenfations of Providence, and revering 
the unfearchabie ways oi infinite Wifdom, we 
find a kind of impulfe ujpon the mind, to in^ 
quire into the occaitoris or it. And, if we arc 
difappointed in our fearch, we are too muck 
tempted to repine at the divine deciftons, or^ ic 
may be, to impeach them; efpeciaSy if the ch^ 
rafter be amiable and interefting^ and fuch as 
we cannot help admiring and Joving. This, I 
think, hath, in fbme meaitire, been the cafe of 
every commentator that hath confidered tiie fete 
of Jonathan^ and one of them, I find, hath 
confidered him in the fame light that Vif^^il 
does Ripheus : 

* "-Cadit & RipheuSy jufiifflmus unuT 
^ifuit in Teucris^ & fervantiffimus squL 
Dij aliter vifum. - * - 



A man. 
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A man, in the cftimation of the world, the juft- 
eft of all the Trojans y but not fo in the fight of 
the gods. 

There arc, indeed, few charadcrs among 
men, more lovely, or more extraordinary, thaa 
that of Jonathan*^ fortitude, fidelity, magiil* 
nimity! a foul fufccptible of the moft refined 
friendlhip, and fuperior to all the temptation^ 
of ambition and vanity ! and all thefe crowned 
with the moft refigned fubmiilion to the w'ill 
of God! 

Thbse are his diftinguifliing lineaments: 
but there is no fuch thing as perfe^ion in man.^ 
A finiflied charader were, as one of our Engr^ 
lijh poets well expreflcs it, 

A fauIiUfi monfter^ which the world ne*er faw. 

Two things 1 find, Jonathan juftly charge- 
able with in the Sacred Hiftory. The firft is. A, 
moft grievous violation of all the laws of juftice, 
nature, and nations, in fmiting the Philijiine 
garrifon at Geba^ in the midft of a profound 
peace : And the fecond, A great want of duty 
to his father, and a very indecent, difrefpeftful 
treatment of his charader. 

The firft of thefe will appear from the ijtJh 
and 14th vcrfcs of the viith chapter of the ifl 
book of Samuel^ compared with the 3d and 4tt^ 
vcrfes of tiie xiiith chapter. 

The fecond is not obfcurely hinted in the 
xxth chapter of the i ft book of Samuel^ at the 
30th vcrfe, where Saulc2Xh him, the fon of per- 
verfe rebellion -y plainly intimating, fome obli* 
quicy in his behaviour, and reftivcnefs to the 

S z dilates 
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didatesof his duty in point of obedience. But 
as this is the charge of an enraged man, com- 
manding fomething unreafonable, little ftrefs 
can be laid upon it. 

But this point is, I think, fully cleared from 
the xivth chapter of this book. 

For, fuppofc it allowable in Jonathan to 
fieal froni the camp with his armour-bearer, and 
snake an attempt upon the ^hilijiinesy without 
the leave of his father, and his general; which, 
I believe, the difcipline of war will not admit : 
however, fuppofe him excufeable in this, from 
fbme heroic or divine impulfe } What can ex- 
cufc his difrefpedful treatment of his father's 
charafter, upon hearing that heremy or curfe^ un- 
der which, he. had adjured the people to touch 
no food on that occafion? His father had a right, 
as a commander, to lay any temporary reftraint 
upon his foldiers, which he thought might be 
for the publid good, and under what penalty 
he pleafcd J and, as a king of Ifraely he had a 
right to ad;ure them 5 that is, to lay them under 
the obligation of an oath to obfcrve it. Did it 
then become his fon to call an aftion of this 
kind, a troubling the land 3 and to charge it as 
the tcafon why his enemies were not more fully 
defeated ) Was not fuch a fpecch as this enough 
JO excite a fedition and rebellion in the army ? 
Allow him to have incurred the herefnihio\xo\\ 
ignorance / Was that ignorance invincible ? Or 
rather. Was it not the effea of his own tranf 
greffion of duty ? His conduft in this refpcd is 
furcly Icfs juftifiablc than that of Hipfoljtus : 

and 
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and yet it is the fcnfp of antiquity, that he dic4 
in confequence of his being devoted to deflru- 
ftion by his father Thefeuf. Indeed, wc arc 
taught better: Wc know, tiiat the curfe caufe^ 
iefs pall not come. But furely it is not eafy to 
pronounce this curfe on "Jonathan caufelefs. At 
Icaft, Did he not know himfelf included in this 
adjuration, and liable to the penalty that at- 
tended it ? Did he humble himfelf under that 
knowledge \ or make any apology or fubmif- 
fion to his parents? And fliould he not have 
done fo, under all the (ecurity of innocence ? 
Or, if he thought invincible ignorance acquitted 
him of all guilt on that head ; Did he think it 
could acquit him of the gqilt of fetting light by 
his parent, or tjhe purfc due to it ) Cur fed is he 
that fettetb light by his father or his mother. 
And all the people jhali fajy Amen ^ (Deut. 
jcxvii. 16). 

Div iNES content themfclves on this head, 
by obferving how providential it was, that^^- 
nathan was taken oflP in this battle, to make way 
for ^avid. But I could wifli they had been 
niore fplicitous to acquit the Providence of 
God of that partiality^ with which profane fpirits 
arc too apt to charge i]t, upon fuch occafions. * 

The fum pf all is this; Th^ guilt of maf-* 
facring the Philiftine^ztnion is. beyond all que- 
ftion. And though there were not oftentin:>€5 
0ne incvijible event to the righteous and to thf 
wicked', it is certain, that for this guilt Jonfi- 
/i&^^»'deferved to die. And, for my part, I can- 
UQt acquit him of the other. But though I 
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could acqait him of mortal guilt on this ac- 
count 5 yet is there (at lead) an indecency in 
this behaviour of his, which greatly diftrcfles 
me. 

The reader will, perhaps, fee it in a clearer 
light, if he compares it with the demeanour of 
the great Englifb hero, the Black Trinc€j after 
the battle of CreJJi. It is certain, that the battle 
of Mickmajh was, in a great mcafurc, won by 
the fortunate bravery of Jonathan^ as that of 
Crejfi was by the ftcady and pcrfcvering valour 
pf the Black Prince. Jonathan had now like 
to have loft his life, by his father's rafh, but un- 
defigning adjuration : The Black 'Prince was in 
little lefs danger of lofing his, by his father's 
peremptory and deliberate rcfuiai to fend him 
any aid a^ainft his enemies'^, when hard befct 
by them. When the battjc was over, Jonathan 
fufFered himfelf to reprove the mifcondudl of 
his father: and young Edward^ far from up- 
braiding or refenting, fell upon his knees, with 
all the marks of humiliation and affe£lion, to 
hisr 

* The kiQg kq>t off from the engagement with a firong bodj 
ef men : He hovered (fays Ecbard\ on the hill, like a trmpeft in a 
cloud, readv tq diicbarge its fory, bat at prefent oaly watching and 
obferving this unequal conflid. Here a meflage was fent to him 
^om the earl of I^orthamfton^ to defire him to come down and 
luccoar his fon, now very hardly befet Upon which he demand* 
cd» IVheiber Be ivo/ ali'vt f The meifienger told him, Tes; hai 
'Was in danger of hang overfowind hj nmmhers. Then (replied 
the king, witl^ }f\z nfual coarage) let them know, that ^biie my 
fom is altnfe, thej fend for n9 ajifimuce /» wr ; for fbf hcmmr tf ihi4 
glorious duj Jhail bt his. 

It 
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It mv&y however, be owned, that from 
David's celebrating the harmony and unioa 
of this father and ion, it is highly probable^ 
that ymatban fufficientiy atoned for this ond 
1^ of ralhnefs, by a courfe of fabfequent duty 
PttiA piety to his parent* And fuch piety, to 
fttch a parent, will, I believe^ be allowed to 
hare had more than ordinary merit, in it. 

All that I have faid, hath no other tendejn* 
cy, than to eftabli(h chat noble queftion of the 
righteous and humble Joi^ Shall mortal man 
be more juft than God? 



CHAP. XXVIL 

OhjeBions anfmered ; and Reckons urged^ 
tofiewj that the Battle of Mount Gil* 
boa was fought on the next Day after 
SaTil'/ confulting the Pjrthoncls. 

BUT we have ftill one objedion rtiorc to 
ftruggle with; and that is, That the pre^^ 
didion relating to the event of this battle, is not 
(b precife as we pretend } or^ if it b<;^ it was not 
true. 

I T is not fo precife : for the word mahar^ 
which we interpret, to-morrow, fometimes figni- 
fies an indefinite diftant time; md. if it be (Iri^- 
\y undcrflood of to-morrow, it was not trucj 
for the battle with the Philijlines wat not fought 
pn fhe nc;ft day ; for Endor (fay they) probably 
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was one day's journey from Gilboa. Saul had 
eaten no meat all that day^ and all that night : 
^t is probable, he eat fomething before he left 
the camp; and therefore^ he was a whole day, 
and part of the night, in travelling thither from 
Gilboa : it mufl: take him as much time to go 
t>ack > confequently the battle could not be next 
day : and, befides all this, the camp was moved 
twice after this, before the day of battle* 

To thcfe objcftions I anfwer thu$, in their or- 
der : 

F I R s T i It mud be . owned, that the word 
mahar docs fon^.etimes fignify a future indefinite 
time 5 and I know no word thaFmay not fome- 
times be taken figuratively : I am fure the word 
tomor row is often taken fo in Englijh. But 
the primary jj ordinary, obvious fenfc of it is 
HriAiy the nex( day after the time in which the 
rpeakcr ufes it ; and it is evijlent from Sauts tcr- 
roF, that he fo underftood it here. For, had he 
thought thefc evils threatened only in fome fu- 
ture, indefinitely diftant time, ihcy would not 
have made that impreilion upon him : and 
therefore if (he perfon who faid this, did not 
inean what Saul underftood, he meant to deceive 
^im i and I ^annot believe it wjis Samuel that 
faid it. 

Now I am clearly pf opinion, that the battle 
with the Philifiines was ft^^i^^^y and literally 
fought on the next days and I think there is 
nothing \n the narration to contradid this £up- 
pofition. And to evince this, I (hall firft fhew 
ihe many gjeat c.rror5, and glaring miftakes, ad-? 

vancc4 
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vanced on the other fide^ to fupport an idle hy- 
pothefts. 

In the firfl: place, they fuppofe Endor to b^ a 
day's journey from Gilboa 5 and, left Saul fhould 
not be long enough in travelling it, they fuppofe, 
that in that advanced age, and in thofe dangerous 
ways, he travelled on foot. Now, by all the beft 
accounts, Endor is not at the diftance of three 
hours from Gilboa. Gilboa is in IJfachary oa 
the confines of Manaffeh^ and Endor in Ma^ 
najfeh. The greateft part of Mathajfeb was now 
in the hands of the Thilijiinesy and the reft was 
very narrow and little. Salianus fays, that En- 
dor was near Shumm : and Dr. Patrick tells us, 
that part of Gilboa was over-againft Endor y and 
part over-againft Shunem. And if fo, we can- 
not well fuppofe it five miles diftant. Eufebius 
fixes the right fituation of it near ^c^th^poliSy or 
Beth'jhany tp the weft of the river 5^^r/w»i but 
tells us, that J n his time there was a great village 
of that name near mount Tabor^ Which fome 
commentators not attending to, imagine it was 
this village which Saul reforted to, and ground 
all their idle reafonings upon that miftake. 

In the next place : Is it likely, that Saul ftiould 
leave his camp in the morning, and travel all 
the day, With only two fervants, through a 
country environed by his enemies? for Endor 
was near Shunem ^ and not far from Beth-fban^ 
and the ^hilijlines were then at Shunem^ and 
in pofleflion of Beth-Jhan. 

B u T he was fafting all that day i and it is 
ptobftbl? he toofc fpod before he lef? the camp. 

With 
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With great. fubmiffion, the probability is 
altogether on the other ftde. Men in great 
trouble feldodi think of eating, nor indeed can 
they eat. 

Now what the(c men make the buftotfe of 
two days, might very eaitly be efFeded in on^ 
night. For, if we fuppofc Endor twice as far off 
as Dr. 'Patrick places it, a man, under a ftcecP 
^ty of ufing expedition, might travel fo far, and 
farther, flay three hours there, and return again 
\ti the compafs of ten or twelve hours. So that, 
fuppoHng Saul to have left his canpp a little be^ 
fbre or after funfct, he might be back again 
early the next morning; and the battle might 
be fought that day, as I am well fatisficd i€ was. 

But it fcems there were two fncampmcnti 
iifter this adventure at Ender, 

So, indeed, it is aflferted > but why, I cannot 
conceive. For my own part, I never could- find 
the Icaft foundation for fuch an opinion? befidc$ 
a very carclcfs perufal of the hiftory. 

The cafe is this : When two things are frant 
a£ted about the fame time, both thefe, and the 
circumftanccs of both, cannot be related at the 
fame tinie i and therefore one of them muff b(? 
told by way of anticipation. 

I T is faid, that Sauh battle with the ^kili^ 

fiines was on the fame day with David's 

flaughter of th« Amalekttes. This is a great 

miftakc * : however, kt it, for the prefent, be 

fuppofed. 

• For, at that rate, the AmaUhu mail have been fix days ii> 
bringing the news of it : Which is a very abfuxd fujipofiriou. 

Therb 
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IThsrb was an incident of great in>pQr(anq|( 
previous to that battle^ with wtvich the readfc 
(hould be acquainted. Jho. author interrupts 
his relation of David'$ ^dvcnti^re, to ac^quaint 
us with this incident ; and, in order to inform 
us the better, he tells us the fituation of bqik ar« 
niies at the time of this incident, and thcQ (c«* 
fumes the thread of David's hiftory. 

H E firft tells us^ (chap, xxyiii. ver. ly 2.) thaft 
the Vhilifiines gathered their armies together : 
^avid was there amongft the reft : Achi/b. told 
him. He muft go to battle with him; a^d "Da^ 
vid confented. Here the author leaves David^ 
and paflfcs on to the incidept of Endor^ \^hich 
happened fome time after 5 that when hp re-^ 
fumed the thread of ^avid^s ^Oty^ he might do 
it without interruption. Now, in ord^r to givQ 
Us a clear idea of the adventure at Endor^ hfi 
tells us the fttuation in which both armie$ were at 
that time s Saul in Gilboay and the Philijiines at 
Shunem. Now fome critics, not attending tq 
this> imagine that Saul y as at Gilboa^ and the 
Philijiines at Shunem y when Achifi told 1)avid^ 
that he muft go to battle with him : whereas 
it evidently appears from the fubfequent rela*^ 
tion^ that Achip was then at^ or going to Aphek ; 
9nd Gilboa was^ to a demonftration, the laft 
encampment of the Ijraelites (for there the bat- 
tle was fought, and there it is exprefly faid the 
camp then was) 5 and confequcnrly, Shunem't^it^ 
laft of the 'Fhilijiines. Por David was dif- 
mifs'd upon the firft review at Aphek^ ch. xxix^ 
A ad when the Philijiines were at Aphek, the 
i Ifraelites 
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IfraeliUs were at "Jezreel, that is, Gilbody 
(t Sam. iv. 4.) whither the Thilijlines bent 
their courfe in queft of them the very day that 
David was forced to return to Ziklag. So 
that it was impoffible David could be with the 
Thilijiines at Shunem^ in fight of the Ifraeltte 
army, when they were zt GiWoa. The ^hili- 
fiines did not fuffcr him to march one inch with 
them after the day of the firft review. 

Let us now confider the other way of rea- 
foning ? — Saul (fay they) went to Endor the 
night before ^avid went to Ziklag. How 
grofs a miftajke is this ! Saul had hot yet fo 
much as feen the Philijiine army, unlels he 
could fee them at a diftance of fcventy miles. 
For the Philiftjnes (as I now obfervcd) were 
then at Aphek, and he at ^ezreeli and Jlphek 
(as I fhall foon ihew) was at leaft feventy miles 
from Jezreel. 

Now I find no mention of more than two 
yifheks in Scripture 5 one in Jndah^ and the 
other in Manaffeh. Dr. Tatrick thinks there 
was a third in AJher $ which is the Aphek meant 
here ; and with fome appearance of reafon : be- 
caufc it is more probable, that the Thilijlines 
fhould aflemble and review their forces upon 
their own borders, to which AJher was more 
central and contiguous, than that they Ihould 
defer fuch a review, until they came into the 
heart of Saut^ country i and go fo far out of 
their way, that is from the centre of their own 
country^ to make it. Now, fuppofing this the 
caf?, the.nearcft part of AJher is at ieaft iwe 

good 
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good days march from Jezreel^ and therefore 
t^^cPhiliftines were at Icaft two days march from 
Sauly when David left them. 

B u T it will appear, from a way of reafoning 
intelligible to every man of common under- 
ftanding, that the Aphck here mentioned muft 
be nearer to Ziklagj and farther from Jezreel. 
, The city of Ziklag was, in the firft diftribu- 
tioa of the country, given to the tribe of y«- . 
dah\ and, in the fecond, to that of Simeon: 
from whence it plainly appears, that it was fitu- 
ate in the confines of thofe two tribes. Now 
from Gilboa to the neareft part di Simeon is 
more than no geometric miles in a dire^ 
line, without allowing for the winding of roads 
(and, with that allowance, at Icaft lao). And- 
for the truth of this, I appeal to every man that 
can handle a fcale and compafs. If then Aphek^ 
where David left the PhiliJiineSy was, as ouc 
adrerfaries fuppofe, in the valley of Jezreel^ at 
the foot of Gilboa 'y tJien T>avid nurched at 
leaft 120 miles in the fpace of two days and aa 
half; for he returned from thence to Ziklag 
early enough on the third day to purfue the 
AmakkiteSy who were a confiderablc way off, 
and overtook them that very night- 
No w I am allured by military men, that 
twenty miles a day on foot is great marching, 
even for men every way appointed and fitted 
for expedition J and, confcquenily, th^t Aphek 
we fpcak of cannot be prefumed to have been 
more than fifty miles from Ziklag. 

Now 
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NdW if Tia^id, with his light band of aftivc 
and cx^ditious rdvcrs, cannot well be prefumcd 
to have marched moVe than fifty miles in two 
days and an half, Achijh with his whole army 
cannot> I believe, be fuppofcd to have com- 
pleted the ireft of the way to Jezteel{yo miles] 
in lefi than five days (at leaft^ fo 1 am affured by 
an eminent and experienced captain). And if 
th€$ir armies did not conftft of horfe, chariots, 
and light-armed atthers, who might, on occa« 
fton, be tiken up by the chariots, or behind the 
horfemeil; .five days, in fo hot a climate, were, 
perhaps, too fmall an allowance for fuch at 
march. And, furely, we muft allow them on£ 
day's reft, after fo long a march, before the bat- 
tle. It is madneis to imagine, that Jchijb (hould, 
with a weary army, and without being under a 
neceifity, attempt upon Saul fo advantageouflj^ 
encamped. Nor will it, I believe, be thought 
unreafonable, to allow Saul one day to furvey 
the firength and number of his adverfaries^ and 
at Icaft one more to apply to God in the fcve- 
ral ways of Urimy prophets, and dreams*, be- 
fore his fears carried him to Endor. Then will 
it be on tlie eve of the eighth day^rqm "J^dvid's 
departure, at fooncft> that 4$W^/confuItcd the i^ 
thenefsi and there is not the Icaft reaUSn xqp 
doubt, that the battle was fought the very next 
day after. And the Amalekitey who fled from 

* If we allow the firfl night for applying to God by dreams, 
we cannot allow left than the next day for applying by prophets 
and Vrm, 

thence 
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(hence that day towards nighty might reach Da* 
vid at Ziktdg QA the third day> incIuHve^ from 
the battle s that is> on the third day, incittfiv^, 
from Davids lad return to Ziklag. If thea 
we fuppofe him and his army to have refted ontf 
day> after all this fatigue, before their return^ 
and to have fpent three days in their return ^ 
(whichi conitdering their own fatigue, and that 
of the women^ children, flocks and herd^ 
which came along with them, will not, I be« 
lievc^ be deemed unreaibnable} j then wiH ^a^ 
vids fecoad arrival at Ziklag be on the eighth 
day after his departure from the Pbiliftinesi 
that iSy on the very day on which Jofiphus af^ 
fores us the battle with the Thiltjiines w^ 
fought : for it was fbi^ht (as be teUs^ (is) oa 
the day of T)avid% return to Ziklag from the 
flaughtcr of the Amalekites s and his authority 
is of weight enough in t^is poise, becaufe fuch 
a' tradition might eaHfy be tranfmitted with 
truth* . 

This, I hope, will be deemed a fair and 
rational account of the matters I am fure, it is 
atcam^id one. 

B^xJlill itjij objcfted 5 That fuppofing this- 
t^bt {iic caic) M I have ftated it, jet iftiQ this 
ger&diltgc c£ ^Samuel falilfies: bccattfe he fays 
in one place, ^rbat Saul and his fons (hould be 
with him^ i. e. among tlie dead, U-mtfrrromi 
and in another ,> The Lord hath dane this thing 

^ A^x\kt Amahkitfs fprat three disys in their march from iik» 
lag^ to tlkt place whei>e^iPii<v/^ overtook them. 

unta 
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tinto thee this day. Now one of tHcfc aflertioni 
muft be faife^ even though we fuppofc this 
ipoken in the prophetic fiyle \ which, to im^ 
ply the certainty of the predidion, fpcaks of 
things to come as already paft ; for Saul an4 
his fons could not be killed this day, and to^ 
morrow too. 

I ANSWER $ That both afTertions were per* 
fedly conitftent, and ftridly true. 

The Jewijh day began at fix o'clock in the 
evenings and therefore, whatever was to come 
to pafs on the enfuing day, (i. e. light^ was, in 
propriety of common (peech, to happen to- 
morrow ; and yet at the fame time might, in 
a* true, a proper, and a philofbphic fenfc^ be 
faid to come to pafs on this very day. 



CHAP. XXVIIL 

David receives an Account of Saul and 
Jonathan'^ Death. His Lamentation 
upon that Head* 

» > 

THE third day after David's return to Zik- 
lag from the flaughter of the Amalekites 
a young man arrived from Sauh camp* with 
all the marks of ill news upon him 5 his cloaths 
rent, and earth upon his. head : and when he 

• 

• In the Hebrew it is, from the camp^ from n»Uh Saal. This 
plainly fhews, that the battle was in the ctmp« 

came 
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^arac before Davidy he fell down to the earth, 
and did obeifance. ^avid was ftruck with the 
fight, and asked him, with great eagernefs. Whi- 
ther and whence he came ? He anfwered. That 
he had efcaped from the camp of Ifrael. And 
when ^avid earneftly inquired, How matters 
weat there ? he replied, That the army was put 
to flight, with a great (laughter 5 and that Saul 
and Jonathan fell among the reft. T^avid then 
inquired the certainty of the account, How he 
knew, that SaulzxA Jonathan were dead? The 
young man told him. That as he happened by 
chariceSupon njiount GiWoa-^ he faw ^JW lean- 
ing upon his fpear, and the chariots f and horfc- 
men following hard after him; that the jking 
tailed to him, and asked him, Who he was J 
And, being anfwcrcd. That he was an Ama- 
lekite^ begged him to ftand upon him, and kill 
him if:, being in great diftrcfi, bec4ufe his life 
was yet whole in him ; and that he did as the 
king commanded, being very fare, that he could 
not recover of the wounds he had already re- 
ceived. And, to confirm his relation, he pre- 

• There always are fi great nuinber of ftroUcrs that foUaw 
camps, and this lad, probably, was one of them. TAeir bufinefs 
is pillage, and ftripping the dead. This latJ, it fcems, knew his 
bufinefs, and got the lUrt of t\it Philiftinet in the pillage of Saul, 

f This Amalikite was as great a lyar as Sinon ; bat, it feems, 
not altogether fo dextrous. Whether an account of chariots pur- 
fuing upon a mountain hath an air of probability^ military men 
will be& determine. 

X Saul^ in the trne hiilory, was afraid of being ilai^ by the uncir« 
cumcifed : And bow was the matter mended^ by defiring to die by 
the hand of an AmaUkiu ? 

\ql. I. . T fcnted 
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fcntcd ^avid with Sauh crown * and bracelet, 
which he bimlclf had taken from him. Then 
^avid^ and all that were about him, rent their 
cloaths, and mourned, and Vept, and faftcd all 
that day for Sauly and Jonathan his/on^ and 
for the people ^f the Lordy and pr the houfe 
of Ifracl, because they wepe failen by the 
Jword. 

After this, '^av/d called again foi; the 
meflcngerof thefe evil tidings, and examined. 
Who he was? and, being again informed, that 
he was an Amakkitey asked him, How he dared 
to firetch forth his hand againft the Lorj^'s 
anointed? And immediately crying out, Tv&jr 
blood be upon thy head ^ for thy mouth hath 
tejlified againft thee^ pyi^g^ I have Jlain the 
Lords anointed, he called to one of his attends 
ants, and commanded him to fall upon and 
kill him. He inftantly obeyed, and difpatched 
the felf-conviftcd wretch, doubly devoted to 
dcftrudtion ; who, after all, died for a crim^ 
•which he had not committed 5 yet well de- 
. feryed to die, for raking the guilt of it upon 
him. T)avid rightly judged, that Saul had no 
power over his own life y and, confequcntly, 
fhould not have been obeyed in fuch a com- 
mand: God and the ftate had as much right 
jp his life, when he was weary of it, as when he 

^ Pqffibly the ferious Reader may not tbink it an obferration 
^together unworthy of his regard, that an Amalekite now took the 
prown from ^auVt head, which he had forf(5itcd bv his difobedi-. 
ffipc i|i rcl^tipn to AmaUk^ 
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moft loved it. Arid, bdidcs all this, it behoved 
I^avid to vindicate his own innocence to the 
World, by fo public an execution : he might 
ctherwife, perhaps, have been branded with the 
guilt of employing that wretch to murder his 
pcrfecutor. ; 

Besides thi5, Davidy doubtleis, had it in 
view to deter others by this example. He con- 
fultcd hi^pwn fafety in this^s as Cafar is faid, 
by reftoringlihc ftatues of Pompey^ to have fixed 
his own. xKis was a wife Icdure to princes ; 
and many of ihem have, I believe, profited by 
it.: as VitHliuSy we are told, put all thofe to 
death, who vaunted any merit in the death of 
Galba } not iir^ honour of Galba, (as Tacitus ob-: 
ferves) but firbm t.he proTpe6| of prcfcnt fecurity, 
and future vengeance. . . 

Aftbr th(;.firft (hock of David's diftrefs 
for Jon^thAn was over, h? poured out his com- 
plf^ints, in that noble ftraift of poetry which 
was fo natural to him, and which, I think^ hath 
fhamed all that havi: ever followed him upoa 
that fubjed. 

I NEVER yet faw jufticc done to it in any 
verfion 5 and Ihall attempt to prefent my reader 
with.no more than a plain profe tranflation of 
it, taken alrngft verbatim from the Englifh{^\,^ 
blc 5 except in one inftance, wherein, as |[ ap^ 
prehcnd, the prefent reading may be wrong : I 
fubmit to better judges ; 

^* OBEAUTYof IJrady ftabbed in thy high 
<^ places! How are the mighty fallen! Tell it;^ 
^< ttot in Qath i — publifti it not in the ftrecti 

T g " ^^ 
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** of A.^kdloity left the daughters of the Phi- 

*' lijiines rejoice, — left the daughters of the 
" uncircumcifcd triumph, 

*^ Mountains of Gil^oa^ nor dev^, nor 
*' rain upon you, nor fields of waved offerings! 
^^ For there the (hicid of the brave was caft away, 

'* the ftiield of Sau/y—thc weapons of the 

*^ anointed with oil. - * 

'* From the blood of the flain, from the 
*^ fat* of the valiant, the bow of Jonathan 
*' turned not backf, and t^e fword of Saul 
.^* returned not empty. 

" S A u t and Jonathan/ivcTC lovely atid plea- 
'* fant in their lives 5 and in their deaths they 
*' were not divided, 

" They wc<e fwift before eagles, ftrong be^ 
^' fore ^ lions. 

** pAUGHTE Rs of i/rrff/, weep over iS*^/; 
*' who cloathed you in fcarlet with delights, 
" whp put on ornaments of gold uJ)on your 
*' apparel. 

*^ Ho w are tijc mighty fallen in the midft of 
*^ the battle ! 

^ The Hehri^n word hehh fignifies in this place, as I appre* 
Iiend. the inwafi ftdt foch as was burnt on the altar. Soil 
^gnines l^umb. xviii. 17. 

f The literal ^onftradion I takp tobe this: The Iwo oTjoMa-, 
fhan was npt beiit without the Ifead of tbf fitdn^ &c. f • <. every 
^FQW from it was winged with death. 

An Englt/h poet, I imagii^e, would be apt to tranQate 1% in t]^ 
}|ia^ner, or fpmethin^ lik^ it, 191 a better ftyle ; 
7a nnttii hMy and fat of hra*oeft fois, 
^bejbafts of Jonathan umrriMgJUw^ 

% *'/l cpippM-cd^ fir f^ihcf, pr^ferabljr, (q them. 
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OhI Jmathmy ftabbed in thy high places! 
^* I am diftrcffed for thcc, liiy brother Jonathan^ 
^* Very delightful haft thou been to mc : Thy 

. ^* love to me was wonderful^ paffing the love 

» *• of women. How arc the mighty faDcn, and 

/** the. weapons of war pcrifhed !" 

The burfts of forrow in this poem are fo 
ftrong, fo fudden, fo pathetic ! fo (hort, fo va» 

. tious^ fo uncooneftcd ! no^grief ever was painted 
in fuch living and Ufting colours ! And it is on^ 
fure %a and bcautifpl etfe^ of it, that T)avii% 
heart, was fo foftenjsd and mclccd by it, as to 
lofc all traces of Sauh cruelty to him. He rc- 
membred nothing in him now, but the brave 
man, the valiant leader, the magnificent prince, 
the king of Gop's appointment, his own once 
indulgent matter, his Mickah and his Jona- 

thar(s father. But to be more particular : 

As Jonathan's death touched him-ncarcft, it 
was aatural he fhould be the firft objcd of his 
lamentation : — Beauty (or glory) of Ifrael, 
pierced in thy high places. — -And, to put it out 
of all doubt, that Jonathan is here jnncant, he 

varies it in a fubfcquent verfc : Jffnathan, 

flain in thy high places. 

HO fV ar£ the mighty fallen ! &c. How 
untimely and lamentably Jonathan ! and hpw 
fadly and (hamefully Saul by his own hand I 
TiXis death, as it was matter of juft reproach 
upon Saul^ he knew would be matter of more 
triumph with the enemy. He could not bear 
the thoughts of this infamy to his country, and 
his king $ and therefore he breaks out into that 

T 3 beau- 
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beautiful ap6ftrophc.:-^7>// it not in Gith I • 

c^r. ' .; ■ V .. • ..''' ' • .* •-* 

TE rhoimtdins of Gilboa, drr! Throwing 
away the fhicldv was matter -of the highcft re- 
proach in all the accounts of antiquky.. And> 
this, in the prafticc of fo brave a princfe-as S^uly^ . 
was an example .of terrible conlequcpcc 5 and/; 
therefore muft not go tinreprovcdi cfpecialJry in 
a fong which foWieri were to learn. \ David 
could ttot cenfure iSW^/; he .was his prince, 
and his enemy i the ibfamy, however, miift fail 
Ibmewhcre.;— let tho place it happened ip, be 
accurfcd.-ir- Poetry juftities;this : and I will not 
fcrupicto fay, It is ttie moft.mafrcrly ftroke the 
fcience will admit.' The rage and indignation 
cxprcjTed in the original line, :Al tal veal malar 
yalecheniy is to me inimitable 1 and the pmilfion 
of all the auxiliary verbs is a fufficient indication ; 
of it. And the fccond fuccceding hnc. is little 

inferior to itj Ki [dm niggal magen gibbo- 

rim. ' . ' /-. , • ' • 

And here I cannot but/obferve witti what 
inimitable addrefs* T>avid liath conduced, this 
reproach. For, at the fanie timiei that the moun- • 
tains are curfcd for it, he hath contrived to turn 

it into praife upon Saul : There .thejhield of 

the mighty was caji away.—^l^o hint by 
whom. 

S AUL and Jonathan were lovely y &c. 
This fwcctncfs and harmony of their lives is, I 
think, inimitably exprcfled in the meafure : 
Hanneahabnn 
Vebannehimim'behajehem-''^ . 

. ^ The 

Digitized by VjOOQ l€ 



% t. ^ ihe Lifi'of K^ ^79 

' . XKc cadence is the fame irt all j and the worft 

car will find a chiming in them, wonderfully cx- 

prcffivc of barmbny. . : • . 

,As aotody, that I Know of^ hath attempted 

•;^ to ibew tfhc rfieafure of- this ode, I hope I (hall 

* .; bc; ificiiilgcd in. a plain unpretending conjeiaufc 

: : .cbiicerning; iti . . ' 

; . '^ In the fir a. place", then j. Whoever confiders 

'.. :iti will' find it. plainly divided into fix diftinft 

parts, or head$, ojfrcomplaiiit and lamentation. 

/Thefc parts I take to bcfo many ftanzasj like 

the fttophe,., apdftrOpbe, and epodc oi Pindar. 

And if Jo, thcn'tbe beginnings of fix of the 

vcffcs are piainJy pointed out to us. 

. E V Eii Y femcrnte I tako to be a verfe y becaafc 

rcaigrief is ftibrt and fentehtious. And, to me, ma* 

ny of thcfe verfcs plainly detnoAftratc their own 

be^Ihhings and endings, ifcrithoiit the aid either 

^of unnattical elifions, <6r thofe monftrous and 

. ridiculous mutilations and divifions of words, 

• with which critics hsvc, to fucli fimplc eyes as 

mine, def;aced fomc of the bcft odes of ?/«- 

dafj and turned fame of bis fineft verfes into 

: downright, burlefquc 5 confining him to their 

fantaftic meafares, who fcorned to be confined 

to any but thofcof his own free car. 

That noble exclamation, How are the 
mighty fallen I with which three ftanzas arc 
marked, I take to be the fimple didate of for- 
rovv upon every topic of lamentation j and i$ 
therefore, I think, to be confidered as a kind of 
burden to the fong, and ta be either inferred in 

T 4 each 
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each ftanza, as in the firft j or added to it, asTa 
the two iaft. 

And as the author did not take the tronblc 
of tranfcribing it in every ftanza, (as no writer 
docs at this day) I apprehend it to be ttanfmittcd 
to us, under the difadvantage of tliat ckiiiflion, - 
juft as it was left in the author's.copy :— which^ 
by the way, is no bad proof of the trahfciiUer's 

fidelity. ■ • ^^ 

If thcfe principles be right, then, I tmnfc^ 
the meafures arc as follow. Jf I am miftalcctf, 
1 Ihall be very glad to fee my errors anocndcd* 



I. 

yV^piPH mina nu^an ^^ 
a.* 

3- 

cuSbri 0-10 
amaj aSnd 

4- 

cyan^n 
C3n*na c^rp.-n 



Hatsbi Ifniel . • 

yai bcmothcca halal 

ech naphelu gibborlm 

al tagidha begath 

ai tebafferu bchutfoth Askelon 

pen tirmaheoah benoth Peliftim 

pen uyiosenah benoth JukyitUini 



hare begilboa 

al tal veal matar X^alechem 

ufede terumoth 

ki iam nigyal mageik gibbor!9% 

magen Saol 

chele mafiah bafamen* 



middam halialim 
mcheleb gibborlm 
kefeth Jehonathas 
Jo naAig ahor 
▼ehcreb SSul 
lo Ufttb rekam. 



SauJ vihonatbaa 
hanneahabim 
\ebftaneyixQim behajehem 



onirai 
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nonSon ^ma 



tibemothim \o nlphradu * 
tninefTerlm kallu 
mearaioth pberu« 

5- 

beNoth Ifrael 
el Saul b«chenah 
hammalbifchem (kmi 
y»m 'yadanim hammayaleh 
yadi scheb yal kbufckea * 
cch naphelu gibborlm 
bethoc hsnnniilfatiinah. 

A' 

Mi Jdionathan 

yal bemorheCa halal 
tifirli yaleha 
ahi Jchonathap 
nayamta 11 meoi • 
niphleatha ahabatheca li 
meahabath na&im 
ech napKelu gibborim 
vajobeiu cheie milhamali* 

Andin tyiilrdeaib tbty were net divUed^ 



St A N z A 4. Ver. 4.. This is faid in the triJc 
fpirk of fricndflbip, and in one of its fined di- 
flrcflcs : He felicitates them npon tliat happy cix> 
cumftance of their friendOiip^ to be undivided 
in deaths and, in fo doing, finely laments him^ 
felf upon that head. 

V E R. f, 6. The rapidity of the firft line, and 
the ftrength and majcfty of the fecond, are ftrong 
inftances on which to ground that fine poetic pre- 
cept : 

T^e found Jhould be an echo to thefenfe. 

Stanza 6. His grief, as it be?an with 
yonathan^ naturafly ends with it. It is well 
known that we lament ourfelvcs in the lofs of 

our 
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our friends J and ^IXavid wasirxb Wfiyfoliicitpiis 
to conceal this circ-umftarice; ; • • * ' '• 

It* may be the work of fancy : but to me,. I 
•own*; this laft ftanza is thc;:itrt>rigc.ft piftufc of ; 
' ; grief I ever pcruVcd. .To my ear, every Unc in 
it is either fwellcd with iighs Or b?okeh with' 
fobs. '/The judicious reader. will-plainly Jind a 
break in.thc.firft iinej very prpbaWy fo left in. 
"tlife origiriaU .the writer not.bcing 4bl^'W find 

' ^n;cpitli« for ^9W/A(a» arifwcring to thp idea 
qf his dirtrrfs. I have ycriturc'd to fupply it in . 

/the ^vgli/b ch^rader, I think not' unnaturally $. 

. 1 wiUnot [Jrefumc to fay, /uftly;* v ' ' 

Ifo coiichidc : ficw hafc^vcrpctnred.thisla^' 
mcStationwith folittk.a!ttenti6n, astiptto per- 
cciVe.it evidently aninfated.wUh aTpirit truly 

, itiarrial and .magnanirpqus lit is' the lamentation 
q£ ar braVc iriaft' pvet- brave *^cn !;It.is,. in ohc 
virord, a lamcntatiCMi eqiialij^ patheuc and he^ 

: xtoic! . • ^ ..*'.* : '•*: ^ > ' . . ' 



JE^ATjD ^/ Book 4- 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IJITHERTO the life of "David hsith Jed 
* * the reader through a great variety of fur- 
priiing fcen^i and iaterefting events j events 
the more interefting, becaufe many of thenji 
were fuch as are incident to every man alive: 
inafmuch as all men are within the reach of ma- 
lice i and very few placed beyond the reach of 
power and oppredlon. We have fecn an ob* 
icure young man iignally diftitiguifhed by the 
favours of Heaven, and made the inftrument of 
deliverance to a diftrefled people; and, in that 
deliverance, a itgnal inftance of humility^ and 
Cfflft in the Divine Providence, triumphing over 

pride 
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pride and felf-fufficiency. Wc.havc fctn this 
oMctt^ youth become^ by his virtties^ anobjcd 
6f envy to a great monarch; and that monarch, 
with the advantage of a noble pcrfon, and ex- 
cellent endowments, deformed by that .(ingle 
vice, beyond expreflion ; made odioas even to 
his own family, and led inrpnitbly into the mpft 
hateful "and.crucl enormities v drawn, by dc- 
grees, from the fear and love of God, who/e 
favour and protedion he had (o fignally ' expe- 
rienced, and driven into the extremities of fu- 
perftttion*! and, in confequence of both theic, 
drawing down the juft judgments of God upon 
his own head, and involving his family in his 
ruin. O would princes be warned, by this ex- 
amplef to take care how they provoke that great 
Being by whom they reign ! how they, allow 
themfeives in any one hg^itu^l violation of his 
commands! 

. O N the other hand, let the fortune, the fuc- 
ccflfes, the deliverances of this obfcurc youth, 
(reftipg himfelf wholly upon the protc^ion and 
providence of Gqd^ and humbly fubmitting to 
his difpenfatipns, and in the end crowned with 
Tuccefs) be, to all mankind, a Icfture of humi- 
lity, and intire rc%nation to the grear Arbi- 
ter of the world 5 wto with equal cafe, peur- 
(Bth contemfth upon princes^ and exalteth the 
lowly and meek. 5y what means and mcafurcs 
this was cfFefted, in the cafe of Davids (hall 
be the bufincfs of the next book to explain- In 
the courfe of whi.ch, the reader, of lefs atten- 
tion^ may, I hope, find fopic ^mufcmentj the 

fcriOUSa 
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ferioos; ibtncthing more than entertainment i 
and the truly religious, folid n^isfadibn. Ma^ 
jot return nunc nafiitur ordo. A fer ics of greatcc 
icehes now opens to our view i attended with 
greater objc^ions to the character of Davids 
and more difficulty to remove them: all which 
naturally fend a thinking writer to the Father 
of light Sy and Fountain of wifdom^ for aid and 
dire^ion in fo great an undertaking. — ^ . 

Thou therefore-rr^O Spirit, that doji prefer^ 
Before all temples ^ th' upright heart am pur e^ 
Injiruff me j fpr thou kriow'Ji. — 

y-^What in me is darky^-^ 
Illumine \ what is low^ raife andfupport: 
Thaty to the height of this great argument^ 
J may affert eternal Providence^, 
^nd jujlify the ways of God with men^ 



CHAR I, 

David goes to Hebron, and is eleEted 
King by the Tribe of Judah. 

WHEN "David hid given a due time to 
his grief for Jonathan^ and mourning 
for Sauly he then applied himfelf to that Goq, 
who had appointed him to the kingdom, to 
)cnow when and by what means he ihould beft 
l>e put in pofleflion of it : and, being dire£ted 
}p^ Gqd to po up tQ Hebron^ a city of Judah^ 

h« 
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fce went thither, with his two wives, ('j4kimoam 
md Abigail) and whole houlhold i zi did all 
his followers with theirs i and dwelt in that and 
the adjacent cities. 

Hebron was (ituate in the midft of the 
tribe of Judahj on the top of a ridge of high 
mountains, equally famed for- fruits, herbage, 
and honey : Mr. Sandys feems to have furveycd 
the whole region round it, with uncommon 
rapture 5 ^nd the very learned and accurate Dr. 
Shaw hath confidered it with fingular care an^ 
attention : He obfcrvcs of that region, that it is 
admirably fitted for olives and vineyards, and, 
in many parts, for grain and pafturc 5 and con- 
fcqucntly, for the continuance of that bicffing 
upon Judah in'his lot, his eye Jhallbe red with 
wine^ and his teeth white with milk. We 
may judge of the value of this mountain, when 
Jttr£ xfflcfi, tJoat it W35 giycn to Caleb as a pecu- 
liar favour and reward of his fidelity to God, 
(Jofxiy. 13, and 14;) andof itsfruitfulnefs, by 
the numbers it fupported 5 for it was a principal 
part of that mountainous region of Judah^ 
which,^ in the reign pf Jehpfbaphat, muftcred 
Jeven hundred and fourfcore thoufand mighty 
^en of Vfilour^, 2 Chroi^. chap. xvii. vcr. i|,, ij, 
and x6. 

This then feems to be a region peculiarly 
^ted for the reception of %>avid and his men, 
with left inconvenience to the country : fojt 
there they might then dwell (as Dr. Shaw tells 
us the inhabitants do novvj in greater numbers, 
and with greater advantages : for here (faith he^ 
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p. 368.) they thcmfelves have bread to the fulh 
^hilji their cattle browfe upoH a richer herbagCy 
and both t^fthcTn are refrejhed by^ fprings of ex- 
iellent water ^ &c. 

Blssib» s.this^ Hebron had alfo other ad- 
vantages 5 it. was a X^wV/V^/, prieftly, and patrir 
arciial city i venerable for the fepulchres oi Abra- 
ham^ Ifaac^ and "^acob 5 and, as tradition .adds, 
of Adam alTo*; and upon all thefe accounts 
long reputed, as it is at this day, even by tlif 
Turks^ hoJy t ,• and honoured with the title of 
khe chofen^ or beloved, God had before ap* 
pointed it for the rcfidence of his favourite fer* 
vants \ and it was now peculiarly fitted for the 
Ireceptioisi of Davidi as being the .nictropolis 
of his tribe, and the poffcllion of thofc prieftly 
ifamilies who favoured his inrereft, as their dutf 
to God required they (hould. His ancnntmenf 
to the regal offic? by Samuel had long fincc 
ceafcd to be a fecret 5 and G q d's late more im- 
mediate dcfignation of him to it^ declared by 
the mouth of the fame prophet at Endor^ was - 
doubtlcfs by this time fufficiently known y and 
the determination of the metropolis in bis fa- 
vour would naturally be of great weight to in- 
fluence the whole tribe, Nor were other ia^ 



• It was coDfeffedly one of the moft antient cities in the world . 
Mofes tells usy (doubtlefs'with a view of refuting the fabulous an- 
tiquity of the E'gyptians) that it was built feveti years before Xffan 
ip Eiypt (Numb. xiii. tt.) which was the capital of Pharaoh y at that 
time ; for there Mofes wrought his miracles, P/aL Mxviii, *2. .^ 

f HiUna^ the mother of Conftantine the great, built here a 
^odly temple, over the cave of Machpelahy now converted to a 
mpfque, and the cave continually lighted with.Unips. 

. V oX. I. (J ducements 
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ducemtnts wanting, to engage them to concur 
in the fame rerolution. It was natural for them 
to picfcr one of their own family 5 Jacob had 
long fince predifted the cftabHlhment of the fo- 
vercignty in the tribe of Judahi David was 
of that tribe, beyond ail diipuie ele£ted, and 
appointed to fucceed Sauli and what had they 
to do, but to concur with the predeterminations 
of Providence in his favour ) And accordingly 
W« find, that he was quickly eieded to the fa* 
vercignty of that tribe : and the men of Judah 
(faith the text) came^ and there they anointed 
David king over the houfe 1?/* Judahy a Sam. 
II. 4. Whether they did this with more dif- 
patchy to influence the determinations of the 
ctfier tribes in his favour, or whether it was dc: 
laycd, until their difpofttions were founded upon 
the point, is no-wherc faid. This is certain^ that 
one tribe's afting feparare, and independknit of 
the re(V^ was of dangerous example ; nor could 
any thing but the divine authority juftify it : and 
therefore it is not probable, that thi/s ftep was 
tak^n, unfil all other expedients for an unanih 
mous elcdion. failed. And here began the divi* 
iioh of the kingdom, fo lately predided by Sa- 

Whilst ^avid continued 21 Hebron^ there 
was a continual refort of people tp bin? from 
an the tribes, who gradually f;U off from the 
houfe of Sauly and owned him for their ifove- 
reign i aniounting in the whole (but we may 
prefume not until the death of 1/bboJbetb^ 
his competitor) to three hundred forty-eight 

thoufand 
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thoti^d eight hortAed^ arrtkd men, jft that 
r/«^(fiiirtvthet<:xr, 1 Chton. xii, ^2^6ic.yJi^/^ 
'dof there c^rmte to D4vW ti help him^ itntrl it 
was a great k^^y Me the hofi of God. Ancf as 
the order in whidi rhey catne h fct dowii, wc 
fifid tbofc of Jfida^y as ift Was naftiral, fiitt j 
Ihofi^ of Simeon iSext (for thck inheritaticey wc 
«e totd, w</J tvithin the hthtritance of the chil^ 
dren ^J^Klbh^*) > the Levifes- and Aaronite's 
•foer theftii tfecn €»m« a dierAchiticrit from the 
hoQfe of tenjamin^ (which bordcrtid' imniedii- 
atcly upon Jwd^^) but in a fmaller nurriiiet 
(thred thoufa^d 6iU)0 5* /^ ^J j»t*f fl6^ muhitude 
cfthem^ lairhfhe text, (thitis; thegteateft nam'- 
bcr) k^fftthewatd'of the boufe of Saul. How- 
ever, fo cctlflderable a defertfon from that tribt 
iitemsto have greatly eneouf aged. all the rfcfti 
for thofo fbat^f^Howed, came in: rh vaftly gffeatet 
nimibcrsi 

The firft ix.c<»os\t wc heat of David aftet 
the elcdkion of bis^ tribe, is^hfit-kind mdTagc to 
the men of J'abejh Gilead:,. for their helrdic hii- 
manity^ ih refcuing and btffjiWg th^ bodids of 
Saul and his? foili, - wHkh the ^hilijlines ha[d 
fattened to the wails of Bethfim. The iiieA 
of Jeibep^ cotold not ftjrgct the great deliverance 
wbkh «w»/had wrought for them, in the be- 
ginning of his reign, when he rcfcuied them froth 
the ctoekyof -Af^^^^thc Ammonite (i Sam. ii.) % 
and therefore they now^ thought themiclvei 
bound in gratitude to refciie hina aod his fons^ 
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as far as in them lay, from the indignities they 

endured from the hands of the Phiiifiines. The 

' valiant men arofe (faith the text, i Sam. xxxi. 

11, 13 J and went all nighty and teok the body 

.of. Saul^ and the bodies of his fons, from the 

.wall of Bcth-(han, and came to Jabefti, and 

\burnt* them there % and they took their bones y 

[and buried them under a tree at Jabefh^ and 

fajied feven days. They travelled at Icaft ten 

.miles by nigiit, through a rough country, in the 

j)o(rcffion of their enemies, paflcd the Jordan^ 

.and took thefe bodies from the walls (from 

within the town t) of a powerful and hoftilc 

city ; and returned the fame night, burnt and 

buried their remains, and mourned fevcn days 

for them, fading every day until night. 

This heroic inftance of gratitude and huma* 
nity, David thought himfblf obliged to recog- 
nize in a diftinguilhcd manner 5 and therefore, 
as foon as he heard it, he fcnt meflengers to con- 
gratulate them upon it, with prayers for the di- 
vine blefling in requital of their gratitude and 
-affc^ion to their fovereign $ and aa alTurance, 
that he alfo would requite then : notifying at 
Xbcfame time- his advancement to the throne, 
\:iy'^udah^ znd exhorting theni to fhcw them- 
jfclvcs Tons oif valour, although ^theiK ma fler Saui* 
yifis ^^^^a^ i intimating that he, being now in- 
yefled with |he regal office, was ready to pro- 
tect them, aSiS'^^/^/haddone^ perhaps too inftnu- 

t ?• As the cttAom was in cafe af a plague, Amos vi. lo. probably 
becaufe they were now in an infedious ftatc, 
f 2 ^nm. xxi. 12, from tbejireet of Bcth-flian. 

r. ' , ating^ 
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ating, that true fortitude required them to aflcrt \ 
the caufe of juftice^ and leaving them to judge ' 
whofe that was. 

What efFc£l this mcflage had upon them,' 
we know not 5 yet I think we may fairly con- 
jedurc it had a good deal ; fince we find» that, 
upon this half tribe's joining with Reuben and 
Gad to come over to Davids they made up to- 
gether a body of an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand men. ^ 



CHAR II. 

Abner afferts IfhbofhethV Claim to the 
Crowfi. The Battle of Gibcon. ' 

ONE of Sauh fons yet furvived, whofc 
name was Ifbbojheth, who, being in all 
probability kfs martial than the reft, went not 
to the .war> though now advanced to the age 
of ambition, and not paflcd the ardour of youth,* 
having reached his fortieth year, at the lime of 
his father's death *. A man of this charaftcr 
would in all probability have eafily refigned his 
•laim tp the crown, and fubmittcd io^David^' 
had he not been aflcrtcd and fupported by the 
power of Abner^ the fon of Ner^ Sauh general,' 
and near kinfman 5 whofc intercll and- ambition ' 
(and, it m?y be, his envy alfo) ftrongiy fwayed 
him againft his duty. For it appears fufJiciently ' Ji 

t 1(\\% (h|Bws him to have been born in the firll year of ^auCi 
ffigQi who reigned fort^ ^ears. Aas xiii. 21. 
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^tom the fcqocl of his hiflory» that he was wcB 
Acquainted with T^avfd^ d|vinc deftgiiation to 
the throne ; but, (hould he no\Y Cahaiit to it, 
he iQuft no more hope for the fupreme com- 
mand of the army. 'Joab was in pofleflion of 
that (though not formally vcftcd with it) un- 
der Da'ui4i and well dcfcrvcd to be fq : and 
it WV not probable be would difplace him, a 
tried friend, and a near lf:iDfman, to make way 
for an inveterate enemy, newly rcconpiled. 

Nor was this all: Ijbbojheth was Abnefs 
near kinfmanj whom if he did not fupport, 
the intereft of his tribe, and of hti family, muft 
fall with his own. 

A PP to all this^ that Aimer commanded un? 
der $aul in all the expeditions he mad^ againft 
^avid: and it appears fufficicntly from the hi- 
ftory> that David was grejKly an overmatch foj? 
him, in all military 9ondu(£i and skill : nay more, 
I thipk, it appears, fro|:p the adventure of the 
can]ip, when \Pavid had both the king and the 
general in his power, that he upbraids Abntt 
with pretending to tnorc J:nprit tirom his mili- 
tary skill, than he was juftly intitlcd to. Art 

mt thQU (Abncr) a valiant man^ (faith Jie^) 
and '^ho is like to thee m Ifracl ? Wherefore therk 
hftfithm not kept ^ thy lord the king? Re- 
proaches of this kind are not eafily forgiven i^ 
ttvals $ efpecially in rivals fucccfsful and fupe* 
f|pr. ' : \'^'^ 

f f ^am, zxvt. %c. 
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TiffesB then are tdc difficulties that (ecm to 
have Obftrudcd Ahnef% fubmiffion to ^avid'i 
envy, atnbition^ intcreft, and perianal pique. 
And nothing is i^dre difficolr, than a fteady pur- 
fait of duty with fo mkny obftc^ftions in thb 
way : and thercfote, whilft ^d'Oid t«ras folrcir- 
ing his intcrcft with Judahy ^i/ifrfoiicitied that 
of Ijbbufi^eth with the reft of the fribies, 

H I s firft cate was to move the compaflioh off 
the arniy in his favour : and^ to this end, he car- 
ried him about through the camps, as the vuT- 
:gatc, GfotiuSj and St. Jetom^ tranflate the ex* 
pteflion s and then gained iht tribes gradually 
to his intereft : but the Englijb tranflarors, bjr 
the word inahanaifn^ (wlA)re literal trinflacioli 
is catfips) underftand the city of that name, i^ 
the tribes of Gad^ beyond Jordan; and the 
re<)uel of the hiftory fufficiently juftifies that 
tranflation. Here IJhboJbeth fixed his refidcncei 
find the firft part of the country gained td his in- 
tereft, is faid to be that of Gileady in the hali^- 
tribc of Manaffeh, oti the other fide Jordan 
alfo, aiid contiguous to Gad^ yfih^vt Ijhbojheth 
could rcfide with more fafety out of the reach 
of ^avid^ and the Philijline Ihcurfions. Ab- 
ner then proceeded to AJhur^ and fo on gradually 
through the reft of the tribes, liritil* fie came to 
jBenjamin ; and fixed his refidcnce in Gibeoh; 
formerly t^e metropolis of the Gihconhts\ and 
myic, after the league with theni, a Levitirat 
city. ' 

From Abnefs fixing his refidencc with hi* 
fori^es in this place, I think we may fairly infer, 

U 4 that 
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that it was now pofTdTed by men in whonni he 
could fonfidc 5 and confcqucntly, not by Gi- 
bconiteSy th? martal enemies to^his houfc. And 
if not by GibefintfeSy it could of right be only 
inhabited by Levites, bccaufc it was zLeviUcal 
city, although in th^ tribe of Benjamin. And 
how Ifibojheth could gain fi'ch confidence with 
the defccndants oi Levi^ .whofc brethren his fa- 
ther maffaprcd, is not caly to conceive 5 unlcfs 
thefe v/trc Levites put in poflcflion of that city, 
when 4Si^«/ extirpated the Gibeonites^ in Iiiszcal 
for the children of IfraeL But I think it much 
morp probablf that they were friends of hi? 
own, whoni he placed there by violence and 
wrong : as God had prcdided of him by Sor 
WueU I Sam, viii: 14. And he will take your 
jields and your viney ar island y out olive-yards^ 
the bejl of tkem^ and ^^w thitn to his Jer^ 
vants. 

. How long Ahnev refided here, wc cannot 
fay } probably fof the two firft years of Ipbo^ 
peth\ reigri : for fq long T>m)id and he feem 
to have lived qui^r, without any ad of hoftility 
ori either fide j each in the mean time (doubtlef^ 
Extending and ftrcngthcning his intcrpft, the beft, 
he could^ 

H I T H E R T Q Tt^vid fccms carefully to have 
avoided all a£ts of hoftility, and detern^ined 
not to begii^^hemj waiting patiently for the 
olivine difppfal of sffjirj in his favour. But w|jen 
Jie found, that Abner had drawn together a body 
of men at Gibeon^ h^ thought it advifeable tq 
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* fend fame forces under Joab *, to bbfervp and 
attend them. They came in fight of one an- 
iptfacr, near the pool oi Gibeon^ Abner on one 
fide of the pool, and ^^^^3 on th? other; and 
there they fat down cjuictly, on each fide, for 
fomc time ; until Abner ^ in the wantoniieft of 
military cruelty, made a motion, that twelve 
young men of each party ftould rife up and 
play-^ before them, as he called it, One would 
cxpc£b, from this exjpreflion, to hear of a copi- 
bat between men dextrous in the ufe of their 
arms, and the fcience of defence i fuch as was 
fcen in the gladiatorial fhews at Rome (which 
they alfo called plays). But it was quit? other- 
wife 5 they ruflicd on one another, like fo many 
ruffians 5 cachfeizcd his antagonift'§ beard :^, or 
hair ; and plunged his fword into his body 5 and 
fhey fell down together. 

This confiij^ was the prelude to a fjcrce and 

^ general engagement, which immediately Tol- 

Ipwed 5 in which Abner was put to flight, with 

the lofs of three hundred and thrccfcore men on 

his fide> apd but nineteen on the fide of Jgab^ 

f With his twQ brothers Ahljhai and Afahel^ all three fo;)S of 
Zgruiahy Davi^Ts ii^r, 

f I haye heard it rcmi^rkM by ai^ accurate pbferyer of natQrf» 
that almoft all the plays of all animals have a refemblance of fight- 
ing : and foldiers/who fport with deatb^ feem to confider fighting 
bat as a rougher kind pf play. 

% Pfytarcb tells u^ in h^ apopl^thegips, tl^at, all things being 

{repared for the fight, Alexander'^ captains asked hioDy Whether 
e nad any thing elie to command them ? Nothifig^ fays he, hut that 
$hg Macedonians Jhamt their beards. Parmenio wondering what 
)ic meant, Ihn't you know, fays Alexmiir^ that tbert ij np better 
l^pidinfghi thanibe $^ar4f. 
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bdtdes his brother AfuheL A lois to him irrc- 
parable, aod unfpeai^bie! He was a gallant man, 
iuid one of ^avid% twelve paptams i reoiark* 
ably, valiant, but more remarkably fwlft, ^ght 
of foot (Ciith the text) as a roe m the field. Jifir 
^^/unfortunately linjgled out j4bneT in his flight, 
aad purfued him perlbnally ; but his ambition to 
take his fpoils, pulhed him upon his fate. Ah- 
met did all he could to diflTuade him from bis 
deitgn; preiTed him more than once^ to turn 
afide from him i Turn thef afidf to the right- 
hand^ or to the lefty and Uy thee hold on one $f 
the young men^ ^apd takf his arpwun Imt Aia* 
hci would mt. — He prcffed him again, by the 
friendQiip he had for his brother, to turn from 
]lum 5 and) when that would not do, he ftat^d 
him with the hinder part of his fpcar^ and (lew 
him upon the place. 

CicBRp finely obferves of civil wars, that 
all things are mifcrable in them, but yiflory moft 
cfall. 

JoAB and ^<^^i continued the purfuit, pro- 
bably without knowing the fate of their brother 
JifdheU ^s we may ponjedure from theii: fi^bfc- 
quent moderation. 

When Joab came up with Abner^ who hid 
by this time drawn op his forces on the top of 
^n hill, Abner immediately began a parly, with 
him; cautioned him from parrying thipgs to ah 
^xttcmity 5 and put him in mind, that they were 
his brethren, whom he thus purfued to^ death, 
The force and beauty of the original is inimi^ 
iblpr Sh^llt he fijqrd devour Jot (V^r^ Knowefi 

thcu 
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thau not, tb^tit will he iittfrmffs f» th httep 
fnd ^ ^. Thisfc aacftioos cacticd conviftioa 
i^tth them ^ yW ick it, dnd imqicfli^t^iF cl$- 
^ftcd> and calkd back his forces ; upbr^ii^ 
.4^^ at the fame iim^p thatt if it ha4 not bccii 
* fer bii rafli chaficngCi the armies had flatted ii| 
peace^ and without any a(!t of hoflUity, in th^ 
ftiorning (whicb plainly ftiews that Joaif's iar 
gti^klAjs Were not to bjsgin hodiiitics). For 
fo fomjc (andt I think, rightly) underftand tho($i 

iSi^ords As the JaQrd livethy unlefs thou hadji 

Jpoken^ furely then in the morning the peapt^ 
had gone up every one from foltv^ing his iro* 
then tjip' others underftand them very difFer- 
ipntly, in t|ie fpnfp pipntioned fn tjjc next parar 
^raph. 

Wij o p V E R attends to this parly, as it is laid 
down in the Bible, will, I bclicvt;^ find fome- 
thing in it^ not unlik<: that between He^or and 
Ajax^ in the 7th book of thp liiad. He£iof 
bad giv'cn the challengpi and when night came 
on, and the heralds thought it time to give oves 
the combat, Jjax infifts thzt He6iof (hould firft 
make the motion. The challenge here come$ 
from Abnety and he begins the parly of ce^ation f 
and Joacb (for fo fome underftand the text) fwcar^ 
folemnly, that, if he had not done fo, he would 
baye purfued him the whole night. As God 
livethy unlefs thou hadft fpokeUy furely then in 
fhe morning the People baa gone away every one 
from fallowing his brother. So Joab blew thfi 
trumpet y and the people ft^fUlh ^nd purfued 
^ter Ifra? 1 f^o mre. 

The? 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ic6 An Hifiorical Jccouht of B* 2, 

T H eV now took their diflFcrcnt routes. Joab^ 
marched all night until he came to Hebron^ 
as Abner^ on the other hand, made the bcft tof his 
way to Jordan^ croflTed it, and rcfted no- where, 
until he reached Mahanaim^ Joab in all proba- ^ 
bility haftening home, not only to give an ac- * 
count of his conduft to ^avid, but alfo to do 
the laft offices to the rcmjins of his brother; and 
Abner to get out of the reach of David'% 
forces. 



CHAP. Ill, 

Children born to David in Hebron. 
Abner revolts to hinfy and is Jlairi 
4^ J o A 8. 

TH E battle of Gibeon is the only one wc 
hear of, throughout the courfe of this 
war between ©^w'^and Ijhbojhethy which laftcd 
about five years: during which time, the text 
tells us, David waxed Jironger and ftronger^ and 
the houfe of Saul weaker and weaker. One 
circuroflance that added ftrengrh to ^avid'% 
caufc, was the number of childrep born to him, 
m this interval j viz. Six Jons. Children arc 
the natural ftrcpgth of allfamilies, but more 
cfpccially thofc of kings. Sons (faith Eurtfidesy 
are. the pillars^ of regal houfes ; aqd Tacitus tells 
us, they are firmer tenses of empire, than fleets 
9nd legions : but T>avidy in a nobler ftrain than 

cithev 
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cither of them, agreeably to the fupcriority of 
his genius, cxpreflcth the fame fentimcnt, (but 
without any limitation) with furprifing dignity : 
Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant^ 
even jb are the young children. 

IsHBosHETH ftood Jinglc j but ^avid'$ 
right would remain with his poftcrity : and ad- 
herents naturally multiply with the fupports of 
right. 

But here I mud beg leave to obferve, (little 
to the honour of polygamy) that David had 
but fix fons by fix wives, during the fpacc of 
(even years. 

Their names, their number, and their mo- 
thers, are to be found a Sam^ iii^ One of thefe 
wives fccms indeed to have been taken out of 
policy; Maacah the daughter of Talmap, king 
of Gejbur. Forirappears, both from the book 
9f T>euttronam/'*^ind Jofiua-f, that Gejhurhot-^ 
dcred upon the half-tribe oi Manajfeh, beyond 
J'Qrdan s and the alliance of. a prince fo fituated 
muft have been of grcaD confequcnce to l>avid 
in his contefts with Ijkbofheth, whofc chief 
ftfcngth ftcms to have lain in that tribe. 

The "Jews give another account of this mat- 
ter : They fay, that David took Maacah cap- 
tive, wheh he invaded the Gejhurites (i Sam. 
xxvii. 8.) : but they forget what follows in the 
fame chapter 5 that he took no prifoncr through- 
put the whole courfe of thofe wars 5 but put^all 
to the fword, l?oth men and women, that came 

♦ Chap, iii, 14. I Chap. xiii. 13. 

in 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



3^2 An Hificricai Astot0U of & ii 

in his way ^ the better to conceit his meafortP 
frwn Achijh, But to proceed : 
: The text tells v&y that, during the ooniina^ 
Slice of thefc contefts^ Abner mAde himfe^Jhmg 
for the koufe of Saai : and then icmBediate})( 
follows an account of JJhboJhetk's chargoig him 
with . having gone in to his father's eoncuifinr. 
Both thcle ctrcumftances, put together; wii^ I 
thiniC) ground a juft fufpicion, that jibner meant 
to fet up for himfcif, when he was ftrong enough 
to throw off the mask, and lay IJhkofijeih'.ztidci 
it b^iog clearly enough to be collcded frodi the 
courfe of this hiftory^ that an attempti upon tfa< 
king's concubine was thca andccftood as ans at- 
tempt upon the aown^ 

H Q w E T B R this might be^ jii^ner was* en^ 
t^ed at the charge ) broicc out into bitter rr* 
ientment * ) and ended with an oatb^ that he 
would fulfil the promifc of Gob to ^amid^ to 
tnmfate tho ktigJom from the houfe af Saul^ 
snd to fet u^ the throne af David on)er Itraet, 
emi over Judah, from Dan ewn to BeeriHeba; 
And accordingly he fet himfelf to do ib^L ftom 
that moment ; taking themofieffedtiafl oieaiiires 
to fulfil his nacnace. 

^ Ami a do£s hiod^ &c. th$t thm chm^eft me t§^daj^ nvkb 'a 
fault concerning this <woman ! 

Some commentators havefugg^ftecl, T think, widi moreingcfmitjr 
tbtn truth, at {i Akner refeDt^ hit bek)gi ctorged witk btacal luft 
in that affair ; and put upon the kvel with a dag in that pomt ; aa 
animal that was (hut out of fome of the heathen temples, upon that 
«QCOttOt : as a lewd wonanitcflM ta be pu^ upon a* levcF widi 
that fpecies of brutes, in that prohibition, Deut. xxiii. i8. 7b»m 
Jhaltnot brin^ the hire of an harlot^ or the prici. of a iog^ into tbi 
biufe of tJ^ Lord t^^ Oodfor any <vow. 

Digitized by vJOOQ IC 



S. 2. theLifeofKingTihVit. 303 

H E immediately ftnt meflfengcrs to T^avid^ 
Iwith offers of fubmi'flion and allegiance, upon 
certain conditions, with an aflfurance alfo, of 
bringing about all Ifrael likewife to pay him 
allegiance. Thefe conditions were readily agreed 
to, by T^avidh who ftlpiriated no condition oa 
his part, but that of having his wife Michal rc- 
ftored to him. 

This Mr, Bayle confidcrs a$ a great. cruelty 
in T!)avidh to ravifli hej: from an husband, whp 
loved her fb well: that i$, Mr. Bayle thinjcs it 
a, great cruelty ia ^avid to d^ffurb Pitaltielin 
an adultery th^t was. a^^reoablti to hin:\ 5 ^d to 
redeem Mich,al from. 6ae> ia, aD appearajncc^ 
deteftable to her, tdjeftore her to h,cr only huf* 
band \ the husband Qf her aCedion, and hei; 
choice ) for whom fhe had fp much tenderneis^ 
as tq fave his Ufe, at; the. hazard of her own. 
Were it ppffibl.9 to examine Mr. Boyle's hca?r^ 
I dare fay, he was fftll as angry with Menelaus 
for difturbing far is, and with J^amemmm fof 
difturhing ti^gifthuSy in their amours. And 
it, is certain,, that H^len and Clytemnefira were 
much more to be pitied in the vioJence done to 
them s for theirs were adulteries of their own 
choice, but Micloah was forced upon heti and, 
for the reft, they hiad full asi much right to dif-r 
pofe of themfelves to their gallants, as Saul had 
to give Michal to Thaltiel. Surely then, U^- 
wd CQUId not be. cruel in doing what it had 
heca highly inhuman and iniquitous not to do f 
he therefore ftipulatcd to have his wife, who 
was crucjly ravifhed from him, reftored to Mm. 

And 
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And at the fame tiilic, he fent to ifhbojheth td 
demand her 6f him, as his lindoabted right j 
having paid a dear dower of an hundred Phili- 
ftine foireskins for her *. Ijhbojheth immediately 
fent and took her ft-om Fhaltiel^ and Abmt 
conduded her to David : Thalttel ftill follow- 
ing and weeping, as far as Bahutm, upon the 
confines of JerUfaknty until Abfier would fuifeif 
him to follow her no farther. Fhaltiet was in 
diftrels 5 but it v^as fuch a diftrefs as all thty en- 
dure, who are gficved to reftore what they have 
no right to poflefs : and Mr; Bayle^ from the 
fame principles upon which he cjuaf-rels with 
^avid on this head, is obliged to be highly 
offended with every honeft man, Who defires to 
have thofe goods ireftored to him, of which he 
once was I'obbed under all the circumftanCeS of 
cruelty and iniquity. And therefore, iA truth, 
Phaltiel is no propcf objeft 6f pity ; and yet, 
his diftrefs, upon this occafioh, is> I think, one 
of the fincft pictures of fllent gtief, that any 
hiftory hath left us. Confcious he had ho right 
to complain, or moleft Michal with his lariien* 
rations, he follows her it a diftaiice, with a di- 
ftrefs, fllent and felf-cOnfitied i going (faith the 
text) and weeping behind her. However fiich 
fine paintings of nature pafs unregarded in the 
facred writings, I am fatisfied, that in Homer w€ 
fhould I'urvey this with delight* 

• Da'vid*s humility is here remarkably conipicuotis ; an hefo of 
a lower dafs would have meationed che full price paid dowii : 
which was /av« hundred fon^kint. 
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Da VI D*s addrcfs w, Ithinfc, very diftinguifhcd 
on this occafton. In the firft place, he knew 
that his alliarrcc to Saul, when Michal lived 
with him in the charafter of his wife, would 
make the friends to that hoiife Icfs avcrfe from 
his claim : and therefore he makes it a funda- 
mental condition in his league with Abner^ that 
Ibe ftiould be rcftorcd, and rcftored by him. Nor 
was there any objeftion to David's receiving 
her again, fince although Ihc lived as a wife 
with another man, the did fo without being di- 
vorced by David', who, if he had once repu- 
diated her, could never receive her again *. 

In th^ next place, though David fecretly 
ftipuiatcd with j4bner to bring back Michal to 
him, yet he openly applies to Ijhbo^eth to have 
her reftored. This freed Abner from the necef- 
iity of taking violent meafures to reftorc her; 
and at the fame time gave him a fair opportu- 
nity of conferring with David^ under the cha- 
radcr of her conduftor, without coming to an 
open breach with Ijhbojheth. 

I T appears from the hiftory, that Abner had 
an abfolute afcendant over Ifhbojheth, For, when 
he threatened openly to transfer the kingdom to 
Davidy Ijhbojheth did not dare to make him 
any reply : and, if he now had a mind to be 
Michah condudor, who could conrroul him ? 

However, before he went, he took care to 
communicate with the elders of Ifraely and g^ia 
their confent to his purpofc. 

♦ Vcut. xxiv. 4. 

Vol. 1. X Abner , 
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A BN ER had as little religion, as many other 
minifters of ftate : and yet, in his conferences 
with the elders of Ifrael^ he put the matter ptin- 
cipally upon their duty to Go d. He told them, 
thar T>avid was the man they formerly wifhed 
for their king : and now was the time for to put 
their wifhes in execution. Nor ought they to 
hefitate upon doing fo, fince he was the man by 
whom God had declared he would deliver his 
people Ijrael from the PhiliJliheSy and from 
all their enemies. 

This, doubtlcfs, was a prophecy then well 
known amongft them : and the ftreighfs they 
were in from the Philiflines^ who hemmed them 
in clofely on all fides, made it the more readily 
received. 

When Abncr had fettled all things to his 
defire, he then waited upon David in perfon, 
to give him an account of all thcfe conferences, 
and the iflUe of tjicm : and was received, with his 
twenty attendants, as the pcftorer of Michal^ and 
the meflcngcr of fo much good news, fhould be, 
with great joy and fcftivity. ^avid feafted him 
and them 5 and Abner renewed his engagements 
to bring over all Ijrael to him. 

How empty and ill founded are the purpofes 
of vain man ! Abner ^ who promifcs kingdoms, 
cannot enfure to himfclf one fingle hour of life. 
David had fcnt him away, and he departed in 
peace, when "Joab returned from fome expedi- 
tion againtl the enemy, in which he had got 
the better; and, 1 earing what had paflcd, im- 
mediately went to David in the pride of his 
: fucceis, 
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fuccc(s^ and the great fpoil he had taken, to ex- 
poftulate with him upon the folly of receiving 
Abner in that manner, and placing any confi* 
dence in him, who only came thither to betray 
him. And then leaving the king, appatenrly, 
without waiting for his anfwer, he fent mefTca- 
gers after Abner (unknown to "David) to bring 
him back : and when he returned, going up to 
him, under the pretence of a friendly falutation, 
he ftabbed him. Envy, doubtlefs, and fealoufy 
of Abner's great merit with T^avid^ in gaining 
over the tribes to him, were main motives to 
this bafe aftion, as well as revenge for the blood, 
of Afahel 5 though it feems to have been con- 
certed between the brothers, folely upon the foot 
of revenge : at leaft they avowed no other mo- 
tive, as appears from the text; which tells us. 
So Joab and Abilhai his brother jlew Abner, 
becaufe he hadjlain their brother Afahel. , One 
or both thefe were the real motives of the mur- 
der, though the pretence was fidelity to their 
fovereign, and cxcefs of care for his fafety. 

When Davidht2xAoi this bloody murder, 
he cried out, (appealing to the Searcher of hearts 
for his innocency) / and my kingdom are guilt- 
lefs before the Lord for ever^ from the blood 
of Abner the fan of Ner : then breaking out 
into a bitter, but, probably, a prophetic impre- 
cation, he calls down the vengeance of God* 
for it, upon the head of Joaby and his poftc- 
rity J agreeably to Go d's own declaration^ tlfat 
he will vifit the fins of the fathers upon the 
children^ to the third and fourth generation. 

X 2 AVter 
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After this the king commanded 9 geoerol 
mourning to be made for jibnef^i wfpt ove? 
hint) ; and buried him with all folcmQity 1 him* 
fclf attending upon the bkr s which was not thft 
puftoni of kings. And added this lamefntatiofti 
which every eye will difccin to be truly poetic^ 
in the mod literal tranflatfon 5 though»npflc have 
pretended to determine the meafure. 

As dies the criminal, (hall Abner die. 

Tiiy hands hot bound, 

Nor to the fetters were thy feet applied ; 
- — As is their fate, that fall 
Before the faces of the fdns of guilt. 
So art thou fallen f, 

A T the recital of thefe words, the grief bc-» 
came univcrfai^ and the whole people wept 
anew, 

I c A N N o T help obfcrving, that David here 
laments a man, who, if he had furvived, would 
in all probability have been, the author of great 
evil to him. It fhould feem^ that neither Joab 
nor Jndah could well bear his being placed a€ 
the head of "David's forces (for probably this 
was. the fitft condition ftipulated on Abner's 
part); and, if he were fo placed, he fcems to 
have been of a temper, to boaft, (like the great 
carl of Warwick under Edward the IVth) upon 

^' And it is remarkable, that the coomiand began v/idti Joat^ 
Z Sam, iii. 3 1 . 

f He was killed as a traitor; but, had he been really fo, he 
ihoui^ have died in chains and feiter^, after Or ikir trial« ^ 

any 
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dny occafion of difcontcnt, that he could make 
atld unmake kings at his pleafurc \ and was dar- 
ing enough to take his meafures accordingly. So 
that his death was, in all probability, one of 
ihc grcatcft bicffings that could bcfal T>av'td. 

When any one died among the Jews^ it 
was cuftomary with the friends of the family to 
tcfort to the houfe immediately after the fune- 
ral, and bring the beft provifions they had along 
with them, to fupport and refrcfh their friends 
in affliftion, to the utmoft of their power. And 
furely a more humane and benevolent ufagc 
never obtained in any country. The prefum- 
ption vas, that people in afflidion forgot, or, it 
may be, neglcdcd, their proper refreftiment, at a 
time when they mod needed it $ and therefore 
it was the bufinefs of fricndfhip, and one of 
its kindcft offices, to fupply that care. Agree- 
ably to this ufage, all the people waited upon 
the king, to caufe him to take meat^ as the text 
exprefleth it, whilft it' was yet day 5 but David 
ablolutely refufcd to touch a morfel 5 and con- 
firmed th€ refufal by an oarh, that he would taftc 
nothings till the fun 'went down. He was re- 
folved to cle^ his innocence '>y all the refts of 
real Ibrrow 5 and, to fatisfy the people, that this 
was a juft occafion of grief, he put them in mind 
of his dignity to whom he paid it : Know ye 
not that there is a prince^ and a great many 
fallen this day in Ifrael ? 

This condud had itsfuccefs; the fincerity of 
the king's forrow was fcen by all the pcoplej 
and he was univcrfally acquitted of all guut in 

X 3 Mmr's 
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Jtbnefs death, Nor was this all : He took care 
to let his fervants know, (and they doubtlcfs 
took care to inform the people) that nothing 
p but the wfak and unfettlcd condition of his 
affairs, hindered him from executing juft ven- 
geance upon the author of it *. 

I N fhort, his whole behaviour on this occa- 
lion gave great fatisfaftion to his people 5 as 
every part of his conduct did : As whatfoever 
the king did (faith the text) pleafed all tke peo- 
ples Rare felicity of princes! Or fhall I add, 
felicity peculiar to "David? 

We learn from hence, that David \fzs uni- 
verfally agreeable to his people : and, it may be, 
the advantages of his perfon did not a little coa- 
tribute to nis being fo. 

It hath been obferved by writers of all kinds, 
how much dignity a graceful mien and perfon 
have always given to kings and commanders ; 
and I (hall beg leave briefly to oblcrve, once for 
all, that David had thefe advantages, added to 
all his other accomplifhments, beyond moft, if 
not all, other mortak. His beauty hath already 
been mentioned : his fize was fuitablcj Sauh 
armour fitted higi, and Sauly we know, was 
higher than any of the people from his jhoulders 
and upwards (i Sam. x aj). His own praifes 
and thankfgivings to God^ for the various blelT- 
ings of his being, demonftrate him remarkably 



• 2 Sam. iii. 39. And lam thu day nveak^ though anointed kit^ i 
find tUj'^ men, the/ons of Zeruikh, be too hard for me, 

fwift 
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fwift andftrong*5 all which plainly infer dignity 
of perfon, . and fair proportion. We cannot 
help forming to ourfelvcs fome idea of pcrfons 
wc admire, however imperfeft 5 and mine, of 
Davids perfon, hath, I own, been modelled 
by that of Claudiari% otilico-f. 

Jam tunc confpeSius^ jam tunc vcnerabilis ibas^ 
Spondebatq^ ducem celjtnitor ignew orisj 
Membrorumqi modus ^ qualem nee carmina fifh^ 

gunt 
Semideis. ^acunque alte graderere per urbeSj 
Cedentes fpatiis ajfurgentefque vidcbas.. 

The moment wc behold you, wc admire : 
The radiant eye proclaims the valiant chief. 
The limbs fo iiz'd, and (hap'd, as poets paint 
Heroes and demi-gods, Icfs finifh'd forms : 
Thro' ev'ry city, as you pafs rever'd. 
All rife relpedful, and with joy give place. 

But to return: 

It is hardly poflible to dwell upon any rela- 
' tion like this of Abner, without being drawn 
into grave and ferious reflexions in confequence 
of it. 

* Thou makeft my ftet like harts feet ; mine arms can break m 
how of fteely Pfatm xviii. 33, 34. Which 1 am well affurcd no 
man now alive can do. 

f De laude Siiliconis, lib. I. 

X 4 A great 
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J great man failetiy and fallen by fo uncx- 
pedcd and fo furpri/ing a crcacbcry ! and in the 
very article of returning to his duty ; and in 
the eve of a great revolution, fccmingly depend* 
ing upon his fate ! 

True — but then this great man fportcd 
with the lives of his brethren ,• and perhaps de- 
liberately oppofed hinnfelf to the dilates of 
his known duty to God, for a feries ot years. 
He fpilled the firft blood (bed ia this civil war; 
and, it may be, all that was (bed : at Icaft, wc 
hear of none, after the battle of Gibeon. This 
is evident, ^a'vid declined all occafion of com- 
bat with his adverfaries : we hear of him no- 
where out of Hebron^ during the whole courfc 
of this long civil war. This furcly may be num- 
bered among his felicities, never to have drawti 
his fword upon a fubjc£t, in a conteft of fcveii 
(and a war of five) years continuance. 

I T is true, Abner was now returned to bis 
duty 5 but it is as true, that he returned to it 
now, as he departed from it before, upon a 
pique 5 and from motives of ambition, intcreft, 
and revenge. He well knew the purpoles and 
declarations of God in relaition to "David, and 
yet he deliberately oppofed hijmfelf to them. 
And it is but juft in the appointments of Pro- 
vidence, (and nothing is more confpicuous ia 
his government of the world) not to permit 
the wicked to cffcdt that good, from wrong 
motives, which they once obfirufted upon the 
fame principcs. The occafions of duty, once 
notorioully neglected, feldom return, at tcaft to 

equal 
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equal advantage Let no man decline the good 
that is in his power: if he once docs fo,-hft is 
no more worrhy to be the happy Inftrumcnt of 
effecting it, in the hand of God. — To con- 
dudc ; 

A GREAT revolution apparently depended 
jxpoti Abner*s fatei but it did fo only in the eye 
ot human providence > as was plainly manifefted 
jErom the event. 



p H A P. IV. 

IshboshethV Murder A Militia of 

a moji excellent Model injlituted by 
David. Mr. BayleV Cenfures upon 
D A V I o'i Intrigues with A b n e r, con- 
Jidered. 

WHEN Ijbbojheth heard of Abner'^ death 
at Hebron^ the text tells us, that his 
hands were feeble^ and all the Ifraelites were 
troubled. He was greatly difmayed, a» Ije well 
might : for he was in cffed difarmed : he had 
loft both his fword, and his ftiield, in Abner. 
The people too were greatly concerned 5 for 
they loft their great and powerful agent with 
^avidh the man, in whom both he and they 
confided 5 the man (from his authority and credit 
both with the army and people) beft able to 
^conduA and confirm the league, then agreed to 

on 
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one both fides.- — But this perplexity did not 
lafttiopg. 

IsHBosHETH had twomen^ who were cap- 
tains under him s captains of bands j the text 
ftyles them: but whether of regular forces, or 
fome flying party, whofe bufinefs was (jpoii and 
prey, is not certain : we arc only told, that their 
names were Rechab and Baanah^ the fons of 
Rimmon. a Beerothite^ of the tribe of Benja- 
min. Thefc men came tp ljhbo^eth\ houfe at 
noon-day, upon pretence, whether of bringing 
in or taking out wheat, is«not clear from the 
text i and, finding him in his bedchamber, re- 
tired (as it is cuftomary in hot climates) from 
the heat of the day, and faft aQeep, they 
fmote him, and cut off his head s and made 
the bcft of their way, travelling with it all 
night, until they came to ^avid to Hebron. 

Whv the circumftance of their fetching wheat 
is mentioned* is not fo much as c6nje€tured by 
any of the commentators $ and yet, I think, to 
an attentive reader, it is obvibus enough. For, 
as their purpofe was to cut off IfhboJheth*s head, 
the pretext of ca^rrying corn gave them a fair 
opportunity of conveying away their head in one 
of their facks. 

As foon as they reached T^avidy they pro- 
duced their horrid prefent ; and faid to the king. 
Behold the head of Ifhboihcth, thefon of Saul, 
thine enemy y which J ought thy life : and the 
Lord hath avenged my lord the kingy this day, 
of Saul, and of his feed. 

David^ 
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David, ftruck with abhorrence and detefta- 
tion of the villainy, cry'd out to them, in a fo- 
Icmn appeal to God, Jls the Lord It vet h^ who 
bath redeemed my foul out of all adverjity^ when 
one told me^ f^Jfii^g^ Behdd^ Saal if deady I 
took hold of him^ andjlewiaim /» Ziklag 5 who 
thought I would have given him a reward for 
his tidings: how much more^ when wicked men 
have Jlain a righteous perfon in his own houfiy 
in his bed? Shall I not therefore now require his 
blood of your hands, and take you away from the 
earth ? He then imniediately commanded them 
to be flain, and their hands and feet, the in* 
firuments and meCTengers of murder^ to be cut 
off, and hanged up over the pool at Hebron^ as 
monuments of terror to treachery 5 and ordered 
Ijhbojheth's head to be buried in the tomb, which 
he erefted for Abner. 

The reader will obfcrve, how finely "Da- 
vids indignation is painted in that hurry and 
impetuofity of his language, which carries him 
dircdly to the Amalekite's execution, without 
waiting to mention any cir<:umftance that tend- 
ed to alleviate his guilt 5 and yet he adds, as if 
he had mentioned them all at large. How much 
more^ when wicked men have Jlain a righteous 
perfoHy &c. If he put the Amalekite to death, 
for but barely faying, that he flew Saul^ even at his 
own command, and when his life was defpaired 
of, how much more Ihould he take fignal ven- , 
geancfeof their united and aggravated treachery 
and murder ? Saul might have fome guilt in the 
Amalekite\ eye, from his former deftruftion of 

the 
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the Amalekites 5 Ijhbojheth had none with regard 
to his murderers. 

I T is a fine reflection that fell from' Darius^ 
upon finding that Beffiis was plotting againft 
him : He told the traitor, *' That he was as 
** well fatisficd of jilexanders juftice, as he 
^^ was of his courage : that they were miftaken, 
*^ who hoped he would reward treachery 5 that, 
'' on the contrary, no man was a more feverc 
*^ avenger of violated faith, than he was/' 

It was upon this principle, that defar put 
Pompefs murderers to death ; and that the Ko- 
mans fent back the Falifcian fchoolmaftcr, un- 
der the ladies of his own fcholars. 

There is no one villainy, tlic human foul 
fo naturally, fo inftindively, abhors, as treache- 
ry; bccaufe it is, perhaps, the only villainy, 
from which no man living is fecure : and, for 
this rcafon, every man muft take plealure in the 
punifiiment of it. 

The manner of jD^xv/s arpcul to God on 
this occafion is alfo very rcir;:.ikablc 5 As the 
Lord li'vethy who hath ndayiud my foul out 

of all ad'verjitjf Ir was from God only that 

i)azid fought for deliverance firom^ his ene- 
mies ; and he that doth fo, nccdcth not the aid 
of treachery. Even they that need ir, arc often 
obfcrved to punifh it : they that need it not, 
always will. And furcly vindicative juftice is 
then fccn in its grcateft glory, when it is exerted 
in the chaflifemcnt of guilt committed againft 
an enemy : tor then no mift, either of paniality 
or prejudice, can niifguide or obfcure ir. 

Thb 
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The fate of Ifhbojhethy confidercd in all its 
ctrcumftances, is a fub)e£t worthy our moft fe^ 
rious meditations. .A prince (lain by his own 
foldicrs, puts one in mind of that obfervatioa 
of JiuguftuSy that It was dangerous to havi 
m guards 9 but more to have them. Here 
Sau^h fon is flain by treachery j— the trca* 
chery of two of his own captains, and of 
his own tribes the fons of a Benjamite of 
Beerotb. . Commentators are mightily at a 
lofst why Beeroth is here mentioned, under 
thofe- particular circumftances, of its belong- 
ing * to Benjaminy and of the Beerothites fly- 
ing IQ Gittaim: but I hope, the reader will 
have Tome light into the matter, when he con-» 
ftdcrs, that Beeroth was a city formerly belong* 
ing to the Gibeonit^Sy (within the lot of Ben^ 
jamin) but moft certainly not inhabited by 
them, when the Beerothites fled to Gittaim^ 
after the defeat of Gilboa rfor Gittaim was a 
Benjamite city f : and had thofe Beerothites been 
GibeoniteSy they would have fled to any region 
of the earth, rather than to the proteftion of 
the tribe of Benjamin 5 the tribe of Saul^ the 
mca-tal cqemy to their race. What then arc 
we to infer from the flight of the Beerothites 
to a Benjamite city at that time, but that they 
thcmfelves were Benjamites ? And how could 



• The-expreffion in the text is remarkable :—— Betroth ivas 
rtchnidto fienjamin ; that is, it was numbered among the cities 
within their lot : but, ftriftly fpcaking, was the property of the 
Giheonites, 

•f* Nehemiah x\. 35. - 

9 ' this 
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this city be then inhabited by Benjamites^ other- 
wife than by the expulfion and eradication of 
the Gibe onites^ when J^^i^/deftroyed them? And 
what reafon was there for Saul's deftroying them, 
but to give their poficflions to his friends the 
Benjamites? And certainly there can be no 
doubt upon the point, when we find them, in 
fad, poffejQTed of that city. 

Hbre then, the divine Nemefts is very re- 
markable. Saul cox off the Gibeonites^ to make 
way for his Benjamitesv and two of thefe very 
BenjamiteSy the fons of a Benjamite of Beeroth^ 
cut off his pofterity, the chief ftay and hope of 
hishoufe; and did this againft.all the didates 
of duty, gratitude, and natural affedion. — How 
adorable, and how dreadful, are the divine retri* 
butions of vengeance ! 

As the facred hiftorian informs us, that Da- 
vid fpent feven years and fix months at Hebron ; 
and yet relates no tranfadions of that whole 
time, from the coronation of IJhboJheth to his 
death, except the battle of Gibeon^ the reftoring 
of Michaly and the revolt and death of Abner\ 
the reader's curiofity naturally prompts him to 
inquire, and to fearch out, if poffible, how this 
fpace was filled up. This, I own, hath been 
my cafe \ and I imagine I have found materials 
on which to ground a rational conjedurc upon 
this point, in the xith and xxviith chapters of 
the firft book of Chronicles^ and the xxiiid of 
the 2d book of Samuel. From thefe three chap- 
ters it appears, that "David had fettled the whole 
affair of his militia, the chiefs and commanders 

of 
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of ;his army, their number and order, before 
the battle of Qibeon. 

It appears from thence, that he had ap- 
poiiited twelve courfes of military men for the 
fervicc of the year 5 each courfe confifting of 
twenty-four thoufand men, with their proper 
officers included, to do military duty, wherc- 
ever occafion 'required, one month in every 
year. 

It appears alfo, fas I apprehend) that the 
officers of each courfe were ordinarily the fa- 
thers of the principal families, of which that 
courfe confided $ for this, I think, is the mofl: 
natural interpretation of thofe words, i Chron. 
xxvii. I • Now the children of Ifrael after their 
numbers^ the chief fathers^ arid captains of 
thoufands^ and hundreds^ and their officers^ 
that Jirved the king in any matter of the 
courfes, (which came in, and went out, month 
by month, throughout all the months of the 
year) of every courfe^ were twenty and four 
thoufand. That is, the people of every courfe, 
and their fathers, the officers, made up a body 
of twenty ai\d four thoufand men. So that, as, 
on the one hand, there was little fear of cruelty 
and tyrani>y in the commanders; there was, on 
the other, as little apprehenfion of mutiny and 
difobediepce in the Ibldicrs, when the power 
of their commanders was in the order of their 
natural authority 5 and ^t the fame time, as 
every officer had the honour of his own fol- 
dicrs, that is, of his owii family, near at heart, 
and they the honour of their fathers alid oSicers, 

this 
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this engaged the commanders to be more dili* 
gent in indrudting and forming their foldiers to- 
military skill and difcipline, and the ibidiers 
to be more diligent in their obedience and dif- 
chargc of duty 

I T appears alfo from the feme forc-citcd paf- 
fages, that David had three commanders id 
chief, of the tirft order, three of the fccond, 
thirty-one of the third, and thirty of the fourth *: 
and that all this was fettled before the battle of 
Cibeony is evident ; forafmuch as Afahely who 
was there flain, is, in two of thcfe places, put 
at the head of the firft thirty, and, in the third, 
at the head of the fourth monthly courfc. Now 
how could this be done, without a fufficient trial 
and experience both of their capacity and prow- 
efs, either in martial prizes, mock combats, or 
real engagements with the enemy, is not to bcf 
imagined. 

That many skirmiflies, and martial adven- 
tures, intervened in this time, is out of all doubt i 
for the facrcd hiilorian tells us, ih^re was hng 
war betijueen the haufe of Saul and the houTe of 
David. There was iong war, but, 1 prempic, 
littlt bloodihed, inafmuch as we hear of no 
battle during this whole time, belidcs that of 
Gtbeon Howcvero as the men were continu- 
ally in adlion, I think it not irrational to con- 
fider this wholp time as principally employed by 
^a'vidy in traixiing, cxercifing, and difciplining 
his troops-T-^fo that, at the conclufion of it, 
David had, in all probability, more martial 

* I Chron. xi. 42. 

men. 
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men, and well-trained forces, within his domi'* 
nions, than, it may be, all the princes now in 
Europe put together. Two hundred and eighty- 
eight thoufand men were trained and difciplined 
in the fingle tribe of Jndah^ every year of this 
interval 5 fo that, at the end of thefc feven years, 
we may confider the whole tribe (to the amount 
of near half a million of men) as thoroughly 
finilhed in all taartial accomplKhments j bcfjdes 
the acceffion of three hundred thoufand valiant 
men, which came over to him from the other 
tribes. 

I WILL venture to add, that David hath 
left behind him the bcft model for a militia, that 
ever this world beheld: fuch a model, as it 
would be the trueft wifdom and intereft of every 
nation under heaven to imitate* 

For, firft, by this inftitution, every man in 
Iff ael became y in his order, a regular, well-dif- 
ciplined foldier, in per fed confiftency with his 
being, at the fame time,, a free-holder, and a free- 
man. The protedion and fccurity derived to 
iiimfelf, and to hi:** country, from this wife in* 
flitution of his fovereign, jaid him under all the 
cngtgements of duty and fidelity to his prince, 
without any temptations either to forego or be- 
tray any duty he owed to his country. Sup* 
pofe him brought into the courfe of this difci- 
pline one month in twelve, (and it is certain he 
could not be brought into it fo often) and main- 
tained by his prince for that month, he had flill 
but one part in the wdll-being of his prince, and 
eleven in that of his country, 

yotA, X In 
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I N the next place, the ftate by this inftitution 
enjoyed all the advantages of fccurity from fo- 
reign invafions, and inteftine difturbances, (I 
mean the fccurity of repelling and repreffing 
them) derived to it from a ftanding army i and^ 
at the farme time, avoided all the evils of it j 
great cxpence, luxury, and corruption of every 
kind, from want of due employment for fuch 
great numbers; immenfc detriment to the pub- 
lic, from fo many hands unemploy'd in ufeful 
labour 5 and immenfe danger to its liberties, 
from their too great attachment to the perfon 
and power of the prince, in confequence of their 
intire dependence upon him. 

The judicious reader's own refledidns will 
cafily fug^eft to him many more advantages 
arifing from this cftablifhment : and to thofc I 
refer hiiv. 

I F it be asked, V/hat becomes of the king's 
prerogative in this conflitution ? I anfwer. It 
fufficienrly appears, from this hiftory, that he 
had (bcfides civil employments) his guards and 
garrifons, (which, I think, were the onFy ftand- 
ing forces of the realm) and, the appointment 
jof the officers, and commanders in chief, #)ver 
the army in time of war, and over the monthly 
courfcs.in rime of peace (the common men 
were eleded by the tribes) : which I appre- 
hend (with intire deference to better judg- 
ments) to be a proper balance of power ^. 

* It is true^ Mr. Harrington thinks this a model eftablifhed by 
Mofis, Be it then a divine inftitution, (as I am very well inclined 
to believe it) yet thus much is ceitain, that there are no traces of 
its ever having been put into pra^ke, before the days of David, 

I CAN- 
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I CANNOT condude this chapter, without 
obfcrving, that one part of David's conduct, 
within this fpacc> hath affiarded his rcvilers new 
matter of calumny againft Him. 

Mr. Bayky (the modern faVhcr of infidelity) 
the only tcviler I fhall do myf^f the honour 
to take notice of on this occafio^, obferves^ of 
him, that he himfclf owned *' Ijhbojheth to be. 
^^ 2i righteous man^ ^nd confequcrjtly a lawful 
*' king $ and yet .he entered into iritlrigues with 
^^ jii^ner to difpdflcfs him." )^ 

What pity ir is, that fc>me^;^ery ingenious 
and very Ifearned men will nojt inquire and exa- 
mine with a little care and candour^ before they 
decide! — The diftindion furely is very plain; 
Jjhbojheth might have been a righteous man^ and 
j^et no rightful king. He might not have beea 
fatisfied oi Danjid's divine defignation to the 
throne (few courtiers take care to convey fuch 
difagreeable truths to the ears of their mafters) i 
and Gonlequently, he might have been irinocenc 
and upright in his oppofition to David. Will 
it ibilow, that David was criminal in aflerting 
his rigtrr, or Abner in returning to his duty ? 
AiiU, if not, certainly there was no guilt in SD^- 
vid% conferring with Abner ^ and taking all pro* 
per mcafurcs to recover that right. 

But fuppofe this not the cafe with regard to 
Ipbojheth i fuppofe him well acquainted with 
"(Davids divine defignation to the tlironc 5 yec 
dill he might have been righteous with regard to 
Reehab and Baanah, though not with regard to 
David. That he was not, in ftridtncfs, either 

Y a a righ- 
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fl righteous man, or a lawful king, is out 6f all 
doubt : for he could be neither, when he feized 
the throne, knowing the lawful heir to be then 
living. And can it be doubted whether he 
knew, that Mephibojbeth^ the fon of Jonathan 
his eldeft brother, was then alive? 

The text tells us on this occafion, that Jo- 
Tiathatij Saul's fon, had a fon, that was lame 
0f his feety and was five years old^ when tid- 
sngs came to Saul ^»^/ Jonathan out of Jczrccl i 
end his nurfe took him upy and fled \ and it 
tame to pafs as fl^e made, hafte to flee^ that 
he felly and became lame. 

Mephiboshbth Was lame, but his lamenefs 
iio way affcfted his title to the crown. I know 
of no law of God which prohibited a lame 
inan to reign in Jndea^ as the pretended oracle 
did at Sparta. 

Commentators think this circumilarice was 
inferred in the relation of lpbojbeth"% murder, 
to (hew the encouragement Rechab and Baanah 
might have to commit it, from the youth and 
infirmity of Mephibopeth^ wha was the avenger 
ef blood. I have no controvcrfy with them up- 
on that point : I only beg leave to add, that^his 
hiftory is equally pertinent to my purpofe, to 
fhew in what fenfe; and in what fenfe only, 
^avid could call Ipbojheth a righteous^ man : 
for it is higlily probable, that he was not fo 
with regard to T>avidh and moft certain, that 
he was not fo with regard to Mcphibojheth. 



CHAP, 
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C H A R V. 

D A V I D /V crowned by all IfraeL 

UPON the death of Ijbbofhetb, Tiavid's 
right to the throne was recognized by 
all the tribes. Then (fays the text) came all the 
tribes ofVizzX to David unto Hebron, and fpake^ 
J0jingj Behold, we are thy bone and thy flejh : 
alfo m time paft^ when Saul was king over us, 
thou wafi he that leddefi out and bromhteji in 
Ifrael : and the Lord Jaid to xbee^ Thou (halt 
feed my people Ifrael, and thoujhalt be a cap^ 
tarn over Ilracl. 

Davids right and merit now triumphed 
over all oppofition that could be made againft 
him. When Jbner and Ijhbojheth were dead, 
whofe authority fwayed the Ifraelites againft 
their duty, they then acknowleged ^avid^s 
divine right to the crown 5 they then remem- 
bered, that he had every qualification requifitc 
to a rightful king of Ifrael^ according to G o d s 
owa limitations, in the xviith chapter of Deu- 
t^onomy 5 that he was one of their brethren ; 
and that he was chofcn of God. They thea 
remembered his valour, and various merits to 
his people \ and the many deliverances he had 
wrought for them. In one word, they thea 
remembered not only the eledion, but alfo the 
cxprels declaration of God himfelf in his fa- 
vour 5 that he would make him the Ihcphewl 
and captain of his favourite people : and whea 

Y 3 they 
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they had thus recoUefted his undoubted title an4 
merits, and their own duty, they immediately 
convened to crown him. 

A ND here the learned Dr. Patrick very juftly 
obfcrves, that this is the firft time we meet with 
any ruler or governor of a people charaftcr- 
ized under the idea of a fhepherd ; and I can- 
not but think it remarkable, that the firft man 
fo charaderizcd was at firft in fad a fhepherd 5 
gnd when we find him, after his advancement to 
the throne, ftill charafterizcd by God himfelf 
under the fame idea, what can be a clearer in- 
ference, than that God's raifing him to be a 
king, was but exalting him to a nobler office, 
of the fame nature with his firft ? 

How fine a document is this to princes, that 
they are not, in the intention of Providence, 
the tyrants, but the guardians of their people ! 
that their buiincfs is the prcfcrvation and well- 
being of the flock, from the duty thpy owe to 
the great Lor d and Owner of both! And how 
fully i? this document confirmed to us, when 
we find bad princes ict forth, in the prophetic 
(lyle, under the charaders of roaring HonSy kun:- 
gry ifearsy and devouring wolves ! 

Had Caligula rightly confidered this, it 
would have mortified his idle vanity, in ima- 
gining himfelf to be (as an emperor) a being 
pf a better nature than thofc he ruled, as Ihep- 
herds arc of a fpccics fupcrior to (beep ^. He 
y^ould indeed have found himfelf^ in the cha- 
fa^cr of a good emperor, and (hcpherd of hi? 

t PbiiQnj^s hgatiQ ad Caium% 

- ' ri^^^'^^ 

jbyCiOOgle 
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people, fupcrior, and more dignified 5 but of a 
different fpccics from them only in his charadcr 
of a tyrant; not fo much raifed to a god by ' 
his right to rule, as debafed to a brute by his 
abufeof it 5 whether to one of Ezekiel's bears, 
Zephmiah'% wolves, Jeremiah's leopards, or the 
Pfalmift's crocodiles^ or all thefe, or more rhaa^ 
all in one, his own brutality fhould bed deter- 
mine. How much more had he enobled his 
nature, and raifed at once his own charafler, 
and his people's felicity, had he adopted that 
truly nobiC and princely maxim of CyruSy that 
every man that afpired to the government of 
others, Jhould take care to be a better mm than 
thofe he ruled ! 

B u T to return : 
Among the thoufands of Ifraelites which 
crouded to David on this occafion^ there is 
particular mention made* of two hundred of 
the children of Iffachar^ who had underjiand* 
ing of the times , to know what Ifrael ought to do. 
Thelc were the heads of that tribe, and alt thetr 
brithren iJ^^ere at their commandment. Thcfc 
were men well skilled in all the parts of politi- 
cal prudence ; who underftood the true iurercft 
of their country 5 and what to advife in every 
exigency, as the oceafion and eircumftances of 
the times required. Their fuperior wifdom was 
acknowledged by their brethren, who commit- 
ted thcmfelvcs to their direction : and their dc- 
vlaration in David's favour was, in cfFcd, th« 

y \ CbroK. xii. 32. ' 

y ^ dccifiou 
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dcciftcm of the whole tribe. And who knows 
but tbofe laft prophetic words of M(^es con^ 
cerning Iffachar^ in the xxxiiid chapter of Deu- 
teronomy ^ might have a fpccial reference to this 
great occafion J They Jhall call the people unto 
the mountain: there they Jhall offer jAcrifices 
of right eoufnefs. 

If this be undcrftood of the mountain of 
Cod's houfe^ it is certain it was not their buft* 
nefs either to call the people thither, or to offer 
facdficess nor is there any known inftance where 
they ever did fo: But, on the other band, it is 
as certain, that they now called the people to 
the mountain of Hebron^ to make T>avid king $ 
where facrifices were offered by all the people, 
previous to his coronation. And facrifices 
offered in ratification of a covenant then en- 
tered into, with upright intentions on both 
fides, might very probably be ftyled facrifices 
e^ right eoufnefs. And this interpretation feems 
to be ftrengthened, by reafon of this authority 
in IJfachar here annexed by Aiofes% for they 
Jhall fuck of the abundance of the feas^ and of 
treajures hid in the f and. This is a plain pre- 
diftion of commercial skill and wealth in thai 
.tribe. Commerce naturally affords thofc ad-» 
vantages, on which Homer founds the fupe- • 
riority of Ulyjfess wifdom 5 that he had feen 
the manners arid cities of many men. And thefe 
advantages, added to fuperiot wealth, in IJfa- 
xhaty gave that tribe a natural fuperiority to 
call the people to the mountain to fubmit to 
^^vid^ 

3 After 
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A F T e & a]rl che tribes h44 refortjpd .to T>4vid 
at Hebrm^ rccogoisuBg hii right to the throiv^ 
the elders of all Ifrael aflembled there aifo^ to 
put the crown upon his head. 

But here it is well wo(rh our obfcrving, 
that, previous to the conferriug of that ioipoi:- 
tant truft upon him, the text exprefly declares, 
that king David m^de a kugue with thfm in 
Hebron, before the Lord i and (then) they 
anointed David king over Ifrael. 

What this covenant was, into which 1^4^ 
*vid now entered, is not exprefly declared. The 
Jews think it was an ad of oblivioa and in- 
demnity for all injuries done on either itdc^ 
whether of Judah againft the other tribes, or 
all the other tribes againft Judah : But then 
the league would rather have been between the 
tribes, than with the king. And therefore, J 
think, we cannot reaibnably doubt, that this 
league included a great deal more; th^v^avid 
thereby obliged himfelf to govern according to 
the law of God i iuid the people promifed to 
obey him agreeably to the lame law > and both 
ratified their engagements by folemn iacrifi<s;es, 
and appeals to G o o for the iiucere and upri|(hc 
performance of them. 

But here it is asked/ How David could 
make a covenant with the people in Hebron 
before the Lord^ inafmuch as the ark, exhibit- 
ing the divine prefence, was not there at this 
time ? 

To this it is obvious to anfwer, that any 
covenant^ entered into with ibleoui oaths, and 

attefta* 
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attcftations of the Divinity, may. very properly 
be faid to be made inf his prefence : not to in-* 
M> that X>^i;/^/ conlidered Almighty God as 
more immediately prefent in the congregations 
of the princes of his people, (Pfaim Ixxxii. 2.) 
fuch a congregation as was now afTcmblcd. 

Now, in all probability, was ercftcd that aU 
tar, to which Abfakm afterwards reforted, un- 
der pretence of performing a vow*, unlefs 
we will rather fuppofe, that the altar built here 
by Abraham^ (Gen. xiii. 1 8.) and without doubt 
preferyed by Ifaac and Jacobs was yet in being. 

I SHALL make but this one (hort obfcrva- 
tion upon this league which ^avid entered 
into with his people, previous to his corona^ 
tion 5 that the dodrinc of abfolute uncondir 
tional obedience fcems not to have been re« 
ceived in thofc days. 

The people that reforted to "David on this 
occafion, amounted in the whole to three hun^ 
dred forty-cight thoufand eight hundred valiant 
men, and experienced warriors ; bcfidcs the el^ 
ders of Ifrael^ the princes and magiftrates c^f 
the fevcral tribes 5 all united as one man, and, 
what is. more extraordinary, all Ifrael confent- 
ing with them, as it were with one heart, to 
make jD^ Waking. 

* Tk^is vaft aflembly of brave men, their princes 
3[nd leaders, the king, with a magnificence truly 
royal, feafted for three days together f 5 nor with 

* 2 Sam, XV. 

+ Which however was fcarce poffibic to be efFcftcd, iad not the 
contiguous tribes made timely preparatipns for them, as the text 
affurcs us they did, 
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that inad profufton, nor in thofe refinetilents of 
Sybaritic and Perjtan luxury, which we meet 
with in the boafted cntcrtainnaents of antiquity. 
We havq herfe no account of coftly rarities 5 no 
goblets and vafcs, of the richeft metals and orna- 
ments i no golden couches, or gorgeous cni- 
broideries ! no nailed boys, and minftrels 5 no 
temptations to viknefs ; no allurements to ex- 
ceft ; i)o dazling and inviting abominations ; 
in one word, no Neranian, Vitellian, Alexan- 
drine^ or Egyptian extravagancies and outrages 
of expencc : nothing but a magnificence of the 
earth's bcft bleffings, her noblcft produftionsi, 
in her native abundance, and falutary fimplicity, 
and a bounty beft refembling her Maker's: Bread 
on affeSy and on camels y and on muleSy and on 
pxens meaty and meal; cakes of Jigs y and bun- 
ches of. xatfins ; arid wiriCy and oily and oxen^ 
andjheep abundantly'^ \ a fcftivity, not the pure 
effect of vanity, and a wafte of wealth, as that 
of Cra£us : not protradcd, as that, of Nabuchoh 
donofor'sfy to fuch a luxurious and wafteful 
length, as tepded rather to enervate fortitude, 
than infpire it ; nor polluted, as fome of thofc 
of the beft heathen princes "^ were-^ with lewd 
ceremonials, and dctcflable imitation? of their 
fabled divinities : but begun and hallowed with 
Sacrifices to the true G o d ; and continued (wc 
cannot doubt it) with his praifes ; endipg in 
jpeace and unity, apd the blcifing of a gencraj 

f 1 Chron. xii. 40. 

f Judith I. 16. 

% 6ee Suftonius in O^avio Qiffare^ cap. 70. 
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joy : For ((ays the text) there was joy in 
JfracK 

The conjedure may be thought tpo adven- 
turoiv^ as it i$ contrary to the title of the p(alni, 
and to the interpretations of all cpminentatorsi 
(and yet I cannot help offering it to the reader) 
that the Ixth pfaim was compofed upon this oc^ 
caHon^ and upon this only ^ fung, as now it 
(ftands, in theaflembly at Hebron*^ and, with thofe 
variations which we Und at the cviii^h pfalm, 
after the taking of "Jerufalem. This I am fute 
of^ and this only 1 will venture to pronounce, 
that this Michtam^ (as it is called) this golden 
memorial of ^avidy fuits this occafion^ and no 
other that I know of. 



* It was written wben the Ifraelitei w^re difperfed and driven 
out of their dwellings by their enemies— 7)6a« baft fcoHtred us^ 
V* I. When they were in terror, and divided amongft themielves: 
^hou haft made thi earth to tremble^ and di'vided it. This was 
exaAly the condition in which Ifrael was from the death of SauL 
——The Ifraelite cities, contiguous to the Philiftines, were de- 
ferted by their inhabitants after the battle pf Gilhga \ and, fioon af- 
ter, the kingdom was divided under J)a*vid and JJhho/hetb, 

Danjidnovi befeeches God to heal the divifions of his people : 
Heal the breaches thereof i for it fhaketh, vAnd that was done 
when they all joined to make Da^vid their king at Hibron. God 
had now given them a centre of uniQn, to which they might 

refort, as the forces of a broken army to their flandard 7hoa 

haft gi*ven a banner to them that fear thee^ that it may h* difplayed 
becaufe of the truths Dannd was the only centre of union that 
people ever had, and God now made himjhe captain and ruler of 
(is people, to manifefl the truth of thofe promifes long iince made 
to him. 

Dan/id here fings in the rapture of a man who had juft reco- 
vered his right, Gilead is mine, and Mai^aiTeh is mine.—'—Gilead 
and Manafteh were juft before in the poHeflion of Ifhhoflfeth \ no 
king of yrael but David was ever difpoifeffed of them, and re- 
cever'd them again. 



pAVlB 
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David here promifes himfelf, in a prophetic 
rapture^ the dominion over Moab and Edom. 
He confidercd himfelf as that rod which fhouid 
rife out df IJraely andfmite the corners ^Moab^ 
and make Edom a pojfejflan (Numb, xxiv, 17, 
18.)} and undoubtedly he was fo. He next 
dares ^hiliftiay in a bold irony, to triumph over 
him ; plainly intimating that it fhouid not long 
do ^o. And what king but David fubdued 
the haughty Thilijiinesy conquered Moab firft, 
^tiA Edom after? And when could this prophecy 
be written, but in the beginning of his reign, 
(when the ^hilijiines were triumphant) and be- 
fore he had made any of thefe conquefts ? 

It appears from this pfalm, that David cx- 
peded to be brought by God into a ftrori^ 
city, before he was brought into Edom by him. 
Who will bring me into the ftrong city ? Who 
will lead me into Edom? Jerufalem is the only 
city ib charactered, which ^avid took before 
his war with Edom. 

He concludes, imploring the divine aid, with 
a refolution, that, on this prefumption, he and 
his people would aft valiantly : and accordingly 
they marched direftly to Jerujalem^ and took 
it by ftorm. 



GH AK 
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C H A P. VL 

i) A V i D Hakes Jeriifaleriii 

THAT this pfalm is preparatory to fomc 
great and martial purpofcs, cannot be 
doubted by any tnan that reads thcfc words in 
it : ff^iit not thoUy, God, go out 'with our bpjlsi 
Through God will we do great a&s ; foir it is 
ile that Jhall tread ddwn our enemies. And 
\^ith what martial purpofe could David io pro- 
perly, and fo prudently, begin his reign, as with 
an cxpeditipn againft that people which Gob 
had commanded the Ifraelites to extirpate for 
their abominable pollutions, in order to dif- 
poflcfs-them of" a ftrong-hold, which they yet 
retained in the heart of his kingdom ? 
. KhJ^t}[ic martial men of the nation were now 
iCiembled together, their, fpirits raifcd with a 
magnificent and princely entertainment, tod 
their hearts elated with joy j united in ^ /irra 
league, under a martial and njagnanimous prince, 
and an eminent leaden Such an union aaru- 
rally infpircd confidence in their own power 
and prowefs ; and, in confcquerice of this, a 
readinefs, and an ardour, to undertake fomc great 
atchievement. ^avid was too wife and too 
brave a captain, to let this ardour cool. There 
was nothing wanting to keep it up, but a firm 
confidence in God $ and nothing could inflame 
it, but an aflurancc of difcharging duty towards 
him. 

The 
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The ftrong-hold of Zion was ftill in thd 
poffcflion of the J^sbuJiteSy their chief, if not 
their only fortrefsi' and eohfequcntly the r6- 
fort not only of the remains, but the refufe, of 
that abandoned people; like that city 6f Thrace^ 
which Thilip of Macedon peopled with all thd 
mifcreants** of his country, that other places 
might not be infefted with them. To take this 
fortrefs, would be to flgnali^e the beginniAg of 
his reign to great advantage 5 and to extirpate! 
that abandoned race, would be at orice to blefi 
mankind, and to obey God.' 
• Whoever confiders the genius oi ^avid^ 
will find him thoroughly difpofed to apply him^ 
felf to God upon every occafion. This was 
not only the ftrong bcnr^ * but is the diftinguini- 
ihg ohara£teriftic, of his fpirit. The foul of 
piety breathes fervent and predominant in him. 
Is it to be imagined thcny that he would enter 
upon this greac enterprize, thi* initiating adven- 
ture of his rcign^ without'praycrs and hymns to 
the great Guide and Governor of his life ? That 
many* of the pfalmsare martial hymns to God, 
IS out of all doubt. Let God arife^ and ht his 
enefnies be fiattered 1 is' evidently the be- 
ginning of fuch an hymn, ailuding to that prayer 
of Mofes (Numb. x. 3 5.) and in general all thofe 
pfalms that recount the mercies of G o d to the 
people of Ifrael from the beginning \ and no- 
thing fure .could better infpire a weil-grquncled 
confidence into that people^ than a rccapitula- 

• Calling it Poneropolis, or the city of mi/creants. 
•}• P/alm Ixviii. . 

8 tion 
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tion of the many^ the mighty, the miraculous 
deliverances from time to time wrought for 
them > interfperfed with ejaculation^ of thankf* 
giving, and concluded with an aifurance, that 
God would ftiU continue his mercy and loving 
kindnefs towards them. 

Taking it for granted, then, that T)avid 
omitted not this nobleft of all incitements to 
fortitude on this oCcafion, I (hall not however 
take upon me to pronounce upon the particular 
hymn then made ufe of; but barely offer that 
conje£ture which feems to me the ntoft rational 
tipon the point } that the cxxv^^ pfalm was com* 
poied and fung upon this occafion* 
. It was evidently made^ when fomeof thofc 
nations, which were to be extirpated, were yet 
in poffeffion of fomc part of the land, which 
God had allotted to his people $ as Jtrufalem 
now was in the pofleffion of the yehufites: and 
contains a prediction agreeable to God's own 
declaration, that it (hould not remain in their 
poOTcflion. Let us fuppofc, wh^t will not, I be* 
lieve, be difputed with me, that a council of 
war was held before this attempt was made upon 
Sion\ and that the bulk of the people were for 
it, but Tome againft it. The rcafons for oppofing 
it mud principally be two : the danger and the ini-^ 
quity ot the attempt. The danger and diificulty 
were confcflcdly great 5 the place being fo ftrong, 
impregnable, and inacccflible. And befides^ it 
might be thought unreafonable to invade a peo- 
ple with whom many of the Ifraelites were 
now in alliance, as, in faft, many of thefe exe- 
crable 
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crable nations ftill lived in the fame cities with 
the IJraelites ; and, we cannot doubt, had alli- 
ances and intermarriages with them. Confider 
this pfaim then as an anfwer to thefe objedions, 
and nothing can be clearer than the fenfc and 
pertinency of it to this occafion. 

Was the fort of Sion ftrong and impregnable? 
They that truft in God arc more fo: they arc 
as the very rock on which that fort flood. Was 
Jerufalem difl5cult to be affaulted on account 
of thofe inacceflible mountains, which furround- 
cd It, and on which it flood*? God was a much 
furer defence to his people, than the moft inac- 
ceflible mountains could be to that city. Was 
Jerufalem the original and rightful poflcflSon of 
tht Jebujites^ Original we cinnot fay it was, 
rightful it was, but not now ; for God, the folc 
rightful Proprietor, and fovcrcign Arbiter, had' 
commanded them to be difpoflefled and extir- 
pated. And it "was. perfectly agreeable' to his 
own declarations, that the tod (that is, the 
fceptrc, the dominion) of the wicked fhould not 
rejt upon the lot of the righteous^ left they alfo 
be infected by their abominable pollutions. 
Then follows a prayer, and a predidion 5 as for 
thofe who faithfully difcharged the duty they 
owed to God, and to their country on this oc- 
cafion, God would afliiredly blefs them : but as 

* Urbtm ariuam fitu opera mole/q\ firina<verant^ quis nfel plants 
fatii munirintur. Nam duo* coUes immenfum cditos cLzudebant muri 
per artim obliqui'-'^'-^extrima rttfis abrupta^ et turris ubi mons 
fuifet, &c. 

Tacit. BftA. 5/ 

Vol. I. Z JRKo\c> 
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for thcfe that fwerved from ir^ (thofe that de- 
cline in their doublings ^ fays the text) God 
would furely caft them out^ together with thofe 
wicked wretches, whofe interefts they abetted; 
but his peace {hould be upon Ifrael his people. 

I SHALL only add, that when T)avid had 
fufficicntly roufed the fpirits, and fupported the 
confidence, of his people, he led them, (as we 
are well warranted by the text to conclude) in 
this height of their ardour and confidence, to 
Jerufalem-y and fummoncd the Jebujites to 
furrendcr, according to the order exprefly in- 
joined by the law of God*, Deut. xx. 10, 11, 
&c. They returned a contemptuous and info- 
lent anfwer $ that, unlefs he could take away the 
jame and the blind^ he fhould not come in thi- 
ther. David^ enraged at this anfwer, immediate- 
ly commanded an aflault $ ftridly in joining all 
thofe that reached the fijmmit of the tower, to 
throw the lame and the blind into the ditch $ 
and proclaiming at the fame time, that whoib- 
ever fhould firft gain that advantage, and (hould 
fmite the Jcbufitcs, and the lame and the blinds 
(hould be made captain-general of his army. 
This prize had its defired cfFc£t i a general emu- 
lation was infijlred 5 the city was quickly taken ; 
and Joab Im the felicity to be foremoft, and 
was accordingly declared chief* 

Commentators are mightily at a lofs to 
know what can be meant by the lame and the 
blind.^ in the text j nor are their doubts ilU 

• An order fo well known, that the facred penman thought it 
not neceilarj to recount it on this occaiion. 

grounded i 
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grounded; this text being incumbered with 
more difficulties then are ordinarily to be met 
with. Some underftand the lame and the blind 
in the ordinary fenfe of the words; as if the Je* 
iu/tteSy confiding in the ftrcngth of their for- 
trcfs, (hould infinuate^ that the weakeft of their 
people, the very lame and blind, were able to . 
defend it againft David. But then it is urged* 
on the other hand, that thefe lame and blind 
are faid to be hated of David's foul: and tould 
a man of ©4Jt;/</s humanity detcft men for mere 
unblanicablc infirmities? Then, again, it is faid, 
Whofoever fmiteth the Jebufites, and the lame 
and the bltnd — Now this conneding particle 
feems to fpeak the Jebufites as different from 
the lame and the blind, as the lame and the 
blind from one another. Thefe difficulties have 
given rife to another opinion 5 that rhcfc lame 
' and blind were the idols of the Jebufites^ the 
ftatues of thofe heathen divinities, of which 
©i^w^hath faid in derifion, eyes have they^ and 
fee not — feet have they^ and walk not i^^vA 
therefore the jebufites thus taunted T^avid in 
return for his repiroaches on their religion 5 con- 
iiding that thefe their divinities, however re- 
viled by him, were yet able to proted them 
againft him. 

. Now this conftruflion thoroughly accounts 
for David's deteflation of thefe lame and blind, 
feeing he abhorred idolatry i and accounts alfo 
for the phrafeology of the text, in which they 
iccm to be confidcred as beings different from 
the Jebufites. 

Z 2 The 
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The fuperftition alio of an heiathen nation^ 
not very remote from the Jebujites^ ieems to 
coDcur in confirming this inteipretation. For 
why might not the Jebujites place as much 
confidence in the ftatues of their gods depofited 
in their citadel, as the Trojans did in the fia- 
tue of Pallas depofited in theirs? And they^ 
ve know, perfuaded themfelves^ that their city 
could not be taken, until that ftatue was removed. 

But there is one difficulty fiiU remaining, 
which is this : If we follow the reading in the 
margin of the Bible^ (which I take to be the 
true conftrudion of the original text) then the 
reafon why T^avid commands the lame and the 
blind to be fmitten, was, becaufe they had faid 
that ^avid (hould not have admiflton into the 
place $ now whatlame and blind could fay this, 
but men fo mutilated \ 

To this I anfwer^ that^ in my humble opi- 
nion, thefe expreflions of lame and blind, when 
applied to the Jebufites^ are to be figuratively 
underftood, and not according to the letters 
when T^avid reviles the heathen idols, as be- 
ing lame and blind, ^c. he adds. And they that 
make them are like unto them^ and fo are all 
they that put their truft in them. It is plain 
then, that David confidered thefe jebujites in 
their idolatry, to be as ftupid and fcnlelefe as 
the idols they adored. And therefore, the re- 
proaches of lame and blind were equally applied 
by David to both *. 
^^ :, Now-, 

♦ Tho> after all, poffibly there might have been fomc pretended 
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Now, if this be the true explication of the 
pafiage before US', as fome of the ableft critics 
and commentators warrant me to believe, then^ 
I thini:, we can have no more room to doubt 
that the cxvth pfaim was an epinician^ or tri- 
umphal fbng for this vi£iory j it being plainly an 
hymn of humiliation and thankfgiving to Go d, 
for a victory gained over an heathen people, who 
pat their confidence in their idols, and deipifcd 
the God of David *. 

Anp, however this hymn be adapted to the 
people of the Jews^ by many peculiarities 5 yet 
it is remarkable, that it hath always been ufed 
as an hymn of thankfgiving for vidories, by aB 
princes of true piety, from, the earlieft chriftian 
ages, and, very probably^ from the age of Dur 
vid. 

prade publiihed lunong t}ie people, as delivered by fome of tliefe 
idols, that they woald protect the citadel againft Datfid, ^ ' 

* Not unt§ uSf O Lordi mt unto ir/, hut unta thy name give tHid 
glory'— ^ffhirifon fiould the heathen fqy^ Where iraow .thrift 
God P-^^^But fiur God u in beanten.^— 'Their idols are fil<ver tM 
gold, the Ivor A of mens hands'-^^They hanje mouths ^ and /peak not', 
eyes have they, and fee not, ^c. They that make them are likeuntef 
(htm i a$d/o 0ri all they that put their trufi in them* 
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CHAR VIL 

David inlarges Jerufalem. His Alli- 
ance mth Hiram- He builds a Pa^ 
lacey and marries more Wives. 

T\AVn)y now poflclTcd of the ftrong fort 
J-^ of Sion^ fixed his rcfidcncc there, made it 
his capital^ and called it after his own name, 
TChe city of David : and, in order to make it 
worthy of its name, he fct himfelf, with all dili- 
gence, to build, to adorn, and to fortify it : and 
David built roundabout (fays the i^yx)from MilJo 
and inward. This Millo is fuppofcd to be a val- 
ley betwixt the two mountains on which Jeru-i^ 
Jalem was built, Sion to the north, and Acra 
to the fouth. The Hebrew word fx^mfits filled 
Mpy and this valloy was filled up, partly Jby jD^- 
n)tdy and partly by Solomon. The meaning of 
the text then fccms to be, that he fetched his 
compals from MiUo^ or, as the Seventy have it, 
from Acray filled aU that fpace with a city, 
and joined it to the ftrong fort of Sion- 

T H I s is the fcnfe of moft commentators upon 
this paflage. But I think it evident from the 
32^ chapter of the II<i book of Chronicles, that 
they are miftaicen in this comment. For \t 
plainly appears from this chapter, that Millo was 
fomc tower, or fort, or place of ftrcngth of 
ibme kind : for when Hezekiah repaired all thg 
brcaghcj ia the walls pf "^erujalem^ to fttengthea 
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the city againft Sennacherih^ wc read, that he 
repaired Millo alfo, in the city of David s and 
made darts and Jbields in abundance. Now 
there could be no reaibn for mentioning the 
repair of this place on this occafion> if it had 
jiot been a place of ftrength. And from the 
account of his making darts and (hields being 
immediately added to the account of his repair- 
ing Millo^ it hath been conjefturcd to have been 
an armoury s and, that it was alfo a royal pa- 
lace, appears from the lath chapter of the fe- 
cond book of KingSj compared with the a4th 
chapter of the fecond book of Chronicles. And 
therefore it is rational to conclude, that it was 
at once a royal palace, and armoury, and a place 
of ftrength, as the tower of London was anti- 
ently. And, if I may be indulged in a conjefture 
upon the point, I imagine it was a ftrong for- 
trcfe, confolidated for a confiderable height from 
the foundation $ and for that reafon called Mill&^ 
or filled up. Nor is this conjefture without. 
foundation 5 inafmuch as Jojephus aflures us, this 
was the manner of building many towers with 
which Jerufalem was fortified. 

David's affairs were now in a flourifhing 
condition, and^very day grew better and bettcri 
he went on^ and grew great (fays the text). In 
the literal conftrudion it is, going and growing *y 
and the reafon is annexed, for the Lord God of 
hojls was with him. As if ^David^ condition 
had been defcribed to us, under the image of a 
noble river, that fwells and inlarges in its pro- 
grefss continually receiving new acceilions to 

Z ^ . its 
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its grandeur^ altho'^ feemingly, from tlie acd« 
dental influx of the next ftrcanis> yet^ in reality, 
(tho' remotely) from the bounty of heaven. 

What the facrcd hiflorian addis foon after 
the account of ^avi^s grandeur, is very re- 
markable. AndDzvid perceivedy that the Lord 
had ejiablijhed him king over Ifrael, and that he 
had epcalted his kingdom for his people IfraclV 
fake* Happy for mankind^ were all kings blefled 
with this way of thinking $ would they but 
learn from this wife and excellent king, (the 
great glory and honour of their order) that they 
are appointed to their fovereignty for the good 
of their people $ that this is the great end of their 
appointments the purfuit of this end, their great 
duty; and the attainment of it, their true glory! 

This is certain, the great and the good kings 

of. all ages have been in this way of thinking : 
Jet me be allowed to mention one; Tlutarch 
tells us, that, when the Ephori fummoned Jge- 
filaim from Ajia, he immediately obeyed i tell- 
ing" them, that he knew he held the Jupreme 
power y fiot for bimfelf but for his eity^ and 
companions in arms. 

When "David had repaired and inlargcd his 
city, as far as the prcfent exigency of his affairs 
required, his next care w^ to adorn it ; and to 
this, the friendship of Htram king of Tyre^ 
now feafonably offered to him, greatly contri- 
buted. 

The accounts left us of this king are but 

fhort; but yet, I think it evident from them, 

that he was a magnificent and a generous prince, 

7 . . and 
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and a believer * in the true God. And this cha- 
ra^er well fitted him to enter into, and to cxxU 
tivate an alliance with l^avid^ as he did with 
nncommon friendfhip and afFedion^ as. long as 
^avid lived, (for Hiram, faith the t^xt, was 
fver a lover of David) and continued it to his 
fom for his fake« 

The Ifraelitesy alnw^ wholly addifted to 
agriculture, were little skilled in the arts of 
building: TyrCy lately raifcd to great wealth 
and magnificence, and now become a royal city, 
abounded with men experienced and knowing 
in all tho£: arts : with thefe Hiram abundantly 
furniflied David i and added moreover cedar* 
trees, fufEcient to build hini a palace ^ which^ 
from the beft accounts left us of it, was ereded 
in the midft of the new city 5 nay, the letter of 
the text fully juftifies this opinion. And Da* 
vid (faith the faaed writer) dwelt in the fort^ 
and called it^ The city of David. And David 
bmlt round about from Millo. Is not the plain 
meaning of thefe words, that he built round 
about the fort, the fort being in the centre, and 
jMHIo in the circumference? The Septuagint 
verfion is yet clearer, and more exprefs, that 
he built his City in a circle ; and there is no 
doubt, but that figure was beft fuited to its fitu- 
ation and circumftancess the city was round (the 
palace in the centre) ; one circular fircet (com* 
prehending a great many others, and itfelf fur- 

* This, I think, appears from the form of his congratalation 
to Solomon upon his acceffion to the throne, i Kings v. 7. Blejftd 
Iff the Lgrdf &C. In the orijginal it is> Bhffed ie Jehovah . 

rounded 
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rounded by the city wall) cna>mpafled it ; and 
aD the reft (hot out from the palace into this, 
like fo many rays from the centre to the circum* 
ference: a figure the moft beautiful^ conve- 
nient^ and comprehehnve, that a city could 
p^bly be built in* l^he city^ we know, was 
built upon a hill^ the king s palace upon the 
cop^ and in the centre i both in itfelf, and in 
, its ittuatioUy higher than the other buildings : 
and if we conftder the nature of the hills of 
Judea in general, and in particular this hiD, 
we can have little doubt, that all the ftrait ftrects 
afcended to the palace; and confequently the 
city walls were either on the brow, dr on the 
declivity of the hill. 

This (ttuation, as it made the city more fa- 
lutary, and kept it more clean, fo it made all 
attempts upon it from without, more diffi- 
cult $ and all relief from within, more eafy and 
expeditious. 

All other parts of the kingdom were appro- 
priated each to their feveral tribes; this city 
only was common to all : fo that this city was a 
centre of union to all the people of Ifraely as 
the palate was to the city. And nothing furely 
could be a finer emblem of that union which 
ihould conned the people of every nation, not 
only to one another, but to their prince alfo ; 
making him the true centre of that union. 

This prince was now the centre of union to 
his people, and God the centre of union to 
hini and them. Nor was this long unfignificd 
by a proper emblem, as {hall be fhcwn hereafter. 
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When David hzd finiflied his own 
he foon after proceeded to build booTes iSf! his 
childrien alfo. It iscxprcfly faid, (i Chron. xv.i^J) 
TJbat he built haufes in the city of David : and 
fince we find in:the feqnel of his hiftory, that his 
ions had their fcparate houfes^ the prefumptioa 
is» that thefe houfes were built for them.~-«« 
He now began to grow very condderable.) and^ 
as his grandeur increafed^ To did that unhappy 
eaflerpi appendage of it $ for lie now took more 
wives and concubines alfb. This too might 
have occafioned his building more houfes; for 
it is more than probable, that he. might find it 
convenient to keep fome of thofe. wives and 
concubines in feparate habitations. It; is pro- 
bable that each of them had a houfe feparate 
from his, as Sarah had a tent feparate from that 
of Abraham {Gen. xxiv- 6y.). 

And here I muft beg leave to pbfervc upon 
Davids polygamy^ once for all, that it ap- 
pears to me to have proceeded, in the firft place^ 
from an eager and a reaibnable defire of ifluej 
and in the next, from what might, in his cir« 
cumflances, be deemed neceffary policy; he 
had lived at leaft three years with Michal^ with^ 
out having had any child by her i and it is im< 
pofUble to fay, whether he would not have done 
fo his whole life long, had {he not been cruelly 
forced from him, and given to another. It will 
not, I believe, be much doubted, that he was 
then tat liberty to marry again : and accordingly 
he married Ahinaam \ and, having no child by 
ber, he mvued Abigail. 

% Hb 
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H E had both thcfe wives with him, when he 
came to Hebrom bat no child by either for at 
leaft five years. He well knew of wtiat impor- 
tance the incteafe of liis family would be to his 
eftablifliment upon the throne : it appears evi- 
dently, (from i Sam. xxiv. 20.) that God had 
promifcd to eftablifh him in the kingdom of 
JfraeL Children were neceflary to that endi 
and the moft probable means for obtaining this 
advantage was, by taking more wives ; and as 
thcfe wives were well nigh as much intcrefted in 
his eftablifhment as himfdf, it is at leaft poffi- 
ble, (to fay no more) that he took no fubfe- 
quent wife, but with the confcnt of the precc« 
dent. 

. But, fuppoftng this not the cafe, we (hall 
find; upon further inquiry, that God had pro* 
mifed to eftablifh the kingdom not only in his 
own perfbh, but -alfo in his poftcrity : fome 
fucfa known promife as this could only be the 
ground of that exprefs declaration of Abigail 
(i Satn.xxv. 28.); For the Lord will cert ainfy 
make my lord a Jure houfe. Polygamy was not 
then undcrftood to be any way forbidden by 
Almighty God. God's promifes mnft be ful- 
filled, and there was not the leaft reafon to hop^ 
they (hould be fulfilled through any of the wives 
he had hitherto taken. At the fame time policy 
required him to ftrengthen his unfettled fiate by 
new alliances; and how was this end io eiTcdu- 
ally to be attained, as by marrying into the 
families of grcatcft power and credit in his coun- 
try, and out of it? 

c This 
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Th 19 wasi in all human probability, the mod 
cffeduai (apparently the only) means of making 
his haufejure. 

This confideration takes David's polygamy 
intircly out of the light of luxury and licenti- 
oufne^j and places it in that of prudence; and^ 
as fome think, even of piety : but in this I can- 
not help differing from them. It may be the 
cffed of a wMc, but it muft at the fame time 
be owned too worldly an intention, to bring 
the purpofes and proimilcs of G o d in his favour, 
to a full and timely accomplifhment. 

The facred writer informs us, that he had fix 
fons born to him in Hehrtniy and eleven in 3^^- 
rufakm. Now, befides the fccurity to his houfc 
from fo numerous an iflue, it is pomble he might 
have propofed to himfelf many other advantages 
from it J ampng others, an emulation of merit 
among his children, to entitle them to a prefer- 
ence in the father's efteem, upon the fame prin- 
ciple, that Thilip told Alexander^ upon his 
complaining that his father had many fons by 
feveral women 5 Therefore^ fince you have many 
rivals with you for the kingdomy take care to 
excel in virtue y and all valuable accomplijlh- 
f»ents, that pu maf notfeem to have received 
the crown through my means ^ but your own 
merit. 

One objcftion indeed lies againft him, upon 
this head; viz. his having married a ftrange 
woman, the daughter of Tolmai king of Ge- 
Jhur^ a pradicc prohibited to the Jews. 

It 
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It is true, there was a general prohibition to 
that purpofef yet, iuch, however, as admitted 
many exceptions. A Jew might (under certaici 
regulations) marry even a (lave taken in war, 
{^eut. xxi.) and much more a profelyte to their 
religion i and David was juftified in this prac- 
tice, by the example of Jofeph^ Mofes^ and even 
his own anceftors * % and why might it not pleafe 
God to give him iflue by Maacah, as he gave 
Boaz ilTue by Ruth ? 

Had Mr. Bayle confidered this, he had faved 
himfelf the trouble of a great deal of idle and 
ignorant cenfure upon this head; but then it 
muft be owned, on the other hand, that he had 
loft a great deal of his darling pleafure of rail- 
ing againft David. 



CHAP. VIII. 

ADlgreJfion^ containing a Jhort Defcrip- 
tion and Account of Jerufalem. 

A S Jerufalem became the metropolis of the 
•** kingdom under ^avidy who adorned and 
fortified ir^, built a confidcrable part of it, and 
called it atter his own name ; I conceive it not 
foreign to the de%n of this hiftory, to lay fome 
atcount of it before the reader: previoufly in- 
forming him, that my purpofc is not to give a 
long hiftory, and laboured dcfcription, of that 

• Salmon and -&m«, Ruth iv. to, ai. 

city, 
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city, but barely to lay before him, as briefly, 
and as dearly, as I can, thofe particularities (lit- 
tle iniifted upon by other writers) that diftinguifh 
it from all others; but at the fame time far from 
pretending, that I can inform the reader in the 
trae date of it, as it ftood in the days of ^avid. 

ViLLALPANDus, who hath made more learn- 
ed and accurate inquiries, concerning the fitua^. 
tion^ form, and buildings of old Jerufalem^ than 
all the other writers I could ever fee or hear of» 
put together, defcribes the city of David to be 
of a circular form, built ifpon an hill, furrounded 
with a broad and deep trench^ hewn whether 
by art or nature, out of the natural rock. The 
probability is, that the greater part of this trench 
was a natural hollow $ and that the ftones, cut 
out for the buildings of the fortrefs, completed 
the trench i which was defiindcd by a wall of 
great ftrength, ercdcd upon its inner edge, and 
that alfo defended and adorned with ftrong and 
fquare towers at regular diftanccs. Thefe towers 
are defcribed to us, as built of white marble, 
the lowcft fixty cubits high *, and the higheft 
one hundred and twenty, all exadly of one 
level on the top, although in themfelves of very 
different heights, according to the declivity of 
the ground on which they flood. 

O N the centre and fummit of this hill, (as 
the bcft writers agree) ftood the king's palace, 
confiding (according to Villalpandus's dcfcrip- 
tion) of a large fquare court, defended by 

• Tacitus fays, fitt. 

flankers^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



352 An Hiflorical Account of B. 2. 

flankers^ from one of which was the defcent, by 
ftairs, into his garden ; which was difpofcd (as 
Villalpandus deligns it, and as the nature of 
the ground fcems to imply) in fome form not 
far removed from that of a quadrant 1 a figure 
as fair, and as well fitted for all the purpofes of 
a pleafure-gardcn, as any I know. To this was 
afterwards added another garden, without the 
city of T>avidy by another defcent, {Nehem. 
iii. If.) which was probably the work of fome 
fucceeding king. 

B E N E A T H» and around the city of Davidy 
lay the antient city of Jerufalem^ which mcnmt 
Sion proteded as a citadel, and crowned as a 
regal diadem. 

There feem to have been four buildings of 
diftinftion in the city of ^dvid, befidcs the pa- 
lace, and the royal fepulchres; and thofe were 
the tower of ^avidy the tower of Furnaces, the 
houfc of the Mighty, and the high-prieft*s palace. 

The tower of ^avid is faid to have tfood 
in one corner of the city ; but, forafmuch as the 
city was circular, (a figure which admits of no 
angles) it was doubtlefs built (as ffilliam otTyre 
dcfcribes it) upon an angle of the rock, which 
projcflcd beyond the city walk : which exadly an- 
fwcrs to the fituation affigncd to his tower by the 
learned andclaflic Mr. Sandy s^ who tells us, that 
it flood aloft on the utmoft angle of mount Sian^ 
and hath left us a draught of its ruins, then ex- 
tant; and adds, that it was of wonderful ftrcngth, 
and admirable beauty. Nor indeed can the 
ftrcngth of it be well doubted, if it were built. 
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as William of T^*^ ^'^ ^^^^ ^^h of fquarc 
ftones, indiffblubly cemented and knit together , 
by lead and* iton. And, if that was the cdty I \ 
think we may fairly infer, that this, tower was'ia'^ 
kind of citadel to Sim^ as Sion was iojerifor^' 
lem. 

The beauty and fine propohion of this fr- 
brie, as well as its ufe, may, I think, be alfo 
fairly inferred from that celebrated comparifon 
of Solbmon'Sy in the 4th chap, of the Canticles^ 
at the 4th vcrfe j Thy neck is tike the to^et of 
David^ butlded for an armoury ^ whereon there 
hang a thouf and buckler s^ atljhields of migJsty^ 
men. And doubtlefs fome remains of this to wet ' 
may be ffill extant, even confiftently with Jofe^^ 
phufs account of the demolition of all the iptti- ; 
fications of that city except three towfers. No- 
body pretends that thi& was left undemolilhecf, ' 
although probably ndt rafed from the founda^^ 
tion 5 for„ as the ftrcngth' of the city then lajr ; 
round the temple, Ir is probable, that the total ' 
demolition which ^ojepkus fpeaks of, refers' 
only to the temple, and the fortifications on 
that fide. 

John Phocas Venetus fpeaks of a tower at 
yerufalem in his time, which he ftyles a moft 
mighty one (nJg>o$ ^oLfufJisyoL^^r^oi^ called by ' 
the inhabitants the tower of David^ and con-* 
Jefturcd by hini to have been built upon the 
foundation of it.^ And RawolftcUs us,' there 
is ftill, within the ^ri&^ fort ihtrty a Jirong 
high tower built up with great free-ftme^ which 
is quite black through age 5 waerejhte {adds he) 

VoL^I. A a fome 

Digitized by L^OOQIC 



354 An Hiftorkal Account of B. 2. 

Jomefay^ that it did ant tent ly belong to the fort ^ 
and was built by one of tloe kings of Judah *• 
This iccfns to imply^ that, although the Romans 
demolifhcd all the ftrcogth of the city, they did 
not totally rafe all its antient monuments; nor 
indeed does there feem to be any reafbn why 
they (houM^ but rather the contrary. 

The next remarkable building of Jerufaleniy 
and probably (but not certainly) in the city of 
\David, was the tower of Furnaces; which 
jidricomius reports^ from tsadition, to have 
been a kind of pharos^ or watch-tower, both 
to ica and land $ and it is certain, that from 
the advantage of its fttuation it might thoroughly 
anfwer all the ends of a light-houle, both to the 
Mediterranean and the Redfea: and as it is 
likely from the name, that there were many 
fires lighted up in it at once, it .was probably 
contrived to diffufe its lights over a confiderable 
part of the city aifo$ and muft have been, in 
that rcfpcft, a glorious ornament, and of ex« 
ccTlcnt ufe. Poffibly too, it might have been 
intended as an emblem of chat nobler Lights 
which was to (hine out from Jerufalem^ and 
enlighten the world far and ncar^ 

The houfe of the Mighty is thought to have 
been a palace ereded by ^avid in honour of 
his worthies or chieftains in war, in which they 
all had apartments afligncd to them, propor* 
tioned to their, reputation and merit in arms s 
and were always ready at hand, for council or 

• Rafi Travels, (ad edit.) vol. II. p. 230. 

aid. 
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aid, as the king's affairs required $ and, 10 theit 
hours of lelfure, fuperintended and inftruded 
the ^outh in their military exercises : and fo an^^ 
fwered all the purpofesof a royal academy, for 
the fcicnce of war. A fcheme for infpiring he- 
roifm, and diffufing military skill and prowefs 
through a nation, perhaps beyond any that ever 
was known in the world! 

Among thefe heroes of David, Adino the 
Eznitc had the chief feat in all their affem- 
biles (2 Sam. xxiii. 8) y nor is it any way im-^ 
probable, that the firft rank in that fociety, and 
grft apartment in that palace, might be diftin* 
ftions of as much honour amongft them, as the 
firft titles of nobility amongft us. And it is 
confeiTedly an high point of political prudence^ 
to make honorary^ rather than pecuniary or pro- 
fitable diftihdions^ the rewards of virtue, and 
the inciteniepts to it^ 

The next building of eminence in the old 
Jerufalem^ was the high pricft's palace, gene- 
rally fuppofcd without the city of David % the 
extent of which may^ in fome meafure, be efti* 
mated from the account we have of the appor- 
tioning of the walls of Jerufalemy in the re- 
building, or rather repair of them, under Ne^ 
hemiah^ (ch? iii. 20, 21.) in thefe words: Ba- 
ruch, the Jbn of Zibbai, earnejlly repaired one 
piece of it ^ from the turning unto the door of 
the houfe ^Elialhib the high-pritfi i and after 
hinty repaired Metcmoth, the fon of Urijah, 
tkefon of Koz, the other piece (of the wall), 

A a a from 
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ftom the door of the houfe of Eliafhib, even 
to the end of the houfe of Eliathib. 

^ i AM unwifiiBg to give all the offence that 
feme of my readers may be too much inclined 
to take, by making the infetences which would 
obxioofty fi^flpw fiom t4iis account : And there- 
fore I ihaU only ob&Fve, that outward dlftin- 
Coxuas of ftitfe aiid dignity were not then deemed 
any way inconftftent with the characters of the 
true mihifters of God. Rich and hhmekfs'^ 
were noo then deemed epithets inconipatible 
whh ttiie facfed name of prieft\ nor did ^avtd 
imagine, that they who were nuH^ immediately 
fet apart for the fcivice of God, fhould be pre- 
chided £ront fuch a portion of thpie btemngs 
\vJiioh he pours out upon the etf th, as would 
beft enable them to imkate his beneficence. 

This is a Ihort account of old Jerufalem 
uoder ^uivid: but when the temple was after- 
wards ercded upon mount iMS^fi/i^, an eminence 
thcQb pechaps equal to Sioni when AftV/i?^ was 
added, a^ the houie of theforeft of Z^^^^mn t> 
and the palace of ^hurmh^ daughter, and Soh- 
mofis o^p. palace^ which was thirteen years in 
buildiagi then might the facred wfiter well cry 
oat, in tcaniport^:^ Lift mount Sion rejoice: 

* '^pfuh ii^ti^U^ivu lEwtf*. Iliad.;* Andagaunfpeak- 
ing of Hypfau9r, he calk him fi)n of the laliant D$kfim prieft ol 
Scamander^ who was honoured as a god by the people^ 
Pr4eft rf th€ftr4a^ tmd hwmr^d as a god. 

■ Ibid-Mr.A^. 

t Suppofiog that (a^ fomei critics do) a pabcc built in Jirvfit 
hm, which I believe it was not. 
X Pf. xlviii. 

let 
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""let the daughters df Judah be glad. tValk about 
Sidn, mdgo rmnd about her 5 tell the towers 
thereof^ mark well her bulwarks, conjtdet her 
palaces^ that ye may fell it to them that come 
after. 

The next thing remarkable of Jerufalem is 
its fitaation upon more than one eminence, fur^ 
rounded by an amphitheatre of hills s a fituatioa 
as falutary, and as delightful, as can wieli be ima- 
gined, in the centre of Judeai and, what is 
very remarkable, iancJ well worthy our moft fe- 
rious coniideration, in the centre of the whole 
known world. 

This is a circumftance which the lacred 
writers were well acquainted with> as appears 
fufficiently from the f th chap, of Eze^eU ver. f. 
Thus faith the Lord God^ This is Jerufalem 5 
/ have fet it in the midfl of the nations and 
countries round about her. And for what pur- 
pofe he did this, is clearly illuftrated from many 
bthcr texts; thus in the fifty/Tver, i, a. The 
mighty God, even the Lord, hath fpoken, and 
called the earth from the rijing of the fun unto 
the going down thereof. Out of Sion the per- 
fection of beauty^ God hath Jhined. Here the 
Almighty kept his court $ and from hence he 
fcnt out his cmbaflfadors the prophets^ to pub- 
li(h his decrees to the whole world around him, 
with more cafe, and fpecdier conveyance, 
than could poilibly have been done from any 
other region of the habitable world. And that 
this was the feat and fountain head of true reli- 
gion from the beginning, is evidenced beyond 

A a 3 ail 
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all doubt, from the hiftory of the Jewifh nation. 
This was the feat of Melehifedek the king, and 
high-pricft of the living GoD, in the days 
ef Abrahams and how great hds dignity was^ 
and how eminently diftinguifhed by that office, 
evidently appears from Abraham's acknowieging 
him his fuperior, and bending to him for a blcf^ 
fing, even when he was eminently the favourite 
of heaven, and in the height of his glory, juft 
returned from the conqueft of kings. 

How long he continued in this moft glorious 
of dU earthly employments, a teacher and an 
example of true religion, (a (hining light to 
the iurrounding regions of the earth) is no* 
where faid, or even fuggefted 5 but evidently 
long enough to make the fln of Sodom unpar* 
donable, and, poffibly, the fins of fome luq^ 
cceding generations in Canaan. 

What the ftatc of Jerufakm was, fron» 
this time to the days of ^David^ no- where ap- 
pears $ but this is certain, that, from ^avid to 
Jesus Christ, God "was known in her palaces 
as a fure refuse. Jerufalem was (although 
with fome interruptions) the chief, if not the 
fole fource of true religion, to the whole habi- 
table world around it. From hence, as from 
a central point, the light of the law firft^ and 
the gofpel afterwards, fhone out to the furround- 
. ing nations h and tp this end this city was cho- 
fen, was eminently and emphatically the chpfen 
cityofQody beautiful for Jituation^ and the jo} 
i^f the whole earth \ more efpeqially, when /i6^ 
$nn of right eoufnefs tofe up ip it, nfcitb healing 

in 
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/»>&/j wings, theglary of his people \hzt\y and 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, till all ^be ends 
of the earth have feen the fahation of our 
God. 



CHAP. IX. 

The Philiftines and^ neighbouring Nations 
invade IKradi and are defeated in two 
Battles. 

WHILST civil war fubfiftcd in Ifrael^ 
between the partisans of David and 
Jfhbojhethy the Philijiines contented themfclvcs 
with being calm fpeftators of their mutual ra- 
vages and confli£ts, which naturally tended to 
their mutual deftru^lion : but when all thefe 
were ended, in their unanimous election of 
David to the throne, and that election fuc- 
ceedcd by all the happy beginnings and omens 
of a profperous reign, a powerful and invete-^ 
rate enemy expelled from the heart of his king-^ 
dom, an impregnable fortrefs taken, and a royal 
city built and fortified, and crowned with a 
magnificent palace, and the alliance of a power^- 
ful neighbour prince offered unfought ; they 
then began to be alarmed, and thought this 
the fit feafon to crufh the growing power of this 
prince, before it rofe to a greater height. 

B u T it was natural for them to find upon in* 

quiry> that they bad now, perhaps, taken this 

A a 4^ refo- 
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irefoludon too late : T^avid had now the moft 
xiumcrous and beft difcipUned oiUitia ijipon the 
face ^f the earth ; and fuch foldiers^ figh^iag 
their own and their country's battles, under the 
command of fuch a captain, were fufficient to 
ftrii^e terror into the feoldcft of his enemies. The 
^ews had hitherto been too hard for the feveral 
nations of Canaan^ that oppofed them \ the/ 
had exterminated fome, and bromght others 
under tribute $ no itngle nation could ftand 
^igalnft them under the condud of fuch a leader 
as David. The Philijiines had too well ex- 
perienced his proweisy to imagine themfelves 
inngly a match for him; and nothing but an 
union of all the neighbour nations^ could ef- 
feftually oj^rcfs or dcftroy him. 

That there was an univcrfal confederacy 
againft Jfra^l^ entered into by all the furround-^ 
ing nations in the days of ^avidy is undeni-^ 
^bly evident from the Ixxxiiid Tfalm^ if that 
was cither written or fet to mufic by Afaph^ 
as the title implies it to have been 5 and it is 
certain, it can fuit no other time but this, 
throughout the whole ferics of the old Tefta- 
mcnt hiftory*. And that fuch a league as is 

referred 

<> lamftnfible, that moft commentators refer the Ixxxiiid P/2i/«i 
to the days of jib^apbat i but for what reafon, or what colour 
pf reafon, I own, I can neither learn nor imagine. The enemies 
then affembled againft Jehojhafbat are cxprelly faid to be the 
4mmQnites^ Mtahites^ and Metritis i and to Jia^e come from thic 
iide Syria^ and paffed the fajt fea, quite oqt of the coarfc of thp 
Philiftine ipvafions : befides jthat he himfelf, in his prayer to G o d, 
pffered up in the greateft terror of his enemies, numbers up only 
;h^ c)iildren of 4»tmofi^ Mo^b, and Moimt ?4ir : and w& cannot 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



IP^ Z^^ tie Ufs ^f Kh^ D A VI o. 3^1 

fie&rred,.to in that pfaLm, was entxced ioto at 
this.tiflKt appcai:s witli foifickni: evldeace from 
thctcxniith P/ir/», where 2)iii;idf(whofcpfiilm 
Xhh is cwdtSt^ to he) cxpreQy doclarcs, . thai: 
t^natims campdfed kkn mmit $ and it 4^pcars 
from the f^3ie|)ialm^ that this campalUng was 
before tie had defttoycd them : aad therefore rt 
«!M ifi the beginaing of his reign, 
. Jm e iame thing aifo appears £com chs^. vii. 
of % Samuel^ yen x. whcne it iscxpreily iatd, that 
the Lord l»d thtn given i^im rejl round abom 
fffiW all his enemies. 

ADJt) to all du$^ the teftixnony c^ Jqfiphus 
upcim the pointy who afiimis'^, that the Phoe^ 
nicums, Syrians^ and feveral other nations^ join- 
ed with the Philiftmes againft I/tmIsa this time. 
And the reafon and nature of the thing vouches 
for his veracity ; as it is moft orcdible, that the 
attempt was made when it was moft prudent and 
pra^icable ; which was in the beginning of his 
reign, before his dominion was yet throughly 

doubt but that both his fe«n« and Ae occafion^ called iipon him 
to recount the whole n amber of his enemies : and vHiea they de^ 
ilroyed one another, there is no mention of any other that vas 
destroyed but thofe three nations. Add to all this, that the fear 
of the Lord is faid to have fcllen npon all the kingdom of the lands 
that nvirf roundabout Judah, (and confequcatly upon the Jrahiant 
»nd Philtftines contiguous to it) fo that they made no war againft 
Jehofhaphat. And, to crown all, thefc two nations are exprefly 
laid to have paid him tribute. Give me leave to add, that it it 
ftrangely improbable (not to fay abford) to imagine, that 7/^a^. 
fhat fhould in this Pfaim (Ixxxiii.) pray to Go d for fuch a deli- 
verance as he had wrought for his people by the hands of BaraK 
Deborah^ and Gideon, and forget, or omit, aU thofc which he bad 
wrought by the hands of David his father. 
f jfntij, 1. 7. c. 4, 

eftabliflicd, 
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cfiablifhed^ arid the wounds of a long civil war 
well healed. And that the exprefs purpofe of 
this league was to exterminate the whole race 
of Ifraely is evident from the Ixxxiiid Vfalm^ 
ver. 3, 4. They han)e imagined craftily againfl 
thy people^ ana taken cmnfel againfl thy fecret 
eme^i they have faid^ Come^ and let us reot 
them out^ that they be no more a people^ akd 
that the name of Ifrael may be no more in re- 
membrance. Accordingly the^ aflembled their 
whole force, and fpread themfelves abroad in 
the valley of Rephaim (a large and rich valky 
to the weft of Jerufalem) 5 no doubt to inti- 
midate the IJraelites with their numbers, as if 
was natural to hq)e they might* Armies i^ 
numerous were truly dreadful, efpeciaMy when 
they were fo well united^ when David could 
fay of them^ as he docs in the Yore-cited pfalm, 
They have confulted together with one hearty 
they are confederate againfl thee i the taber- 
nacles of Edom, and the Khmaeliteis, of Moab, 
and the Hagarenes^ Gebal^ and Ammon, and 
Amaiek, the Philiftines, with the inhabitants 
ofTyK^. 

This 

* There are two objeflions to this account .* the /irft is. That 
the Philiftines only are mentioned in the Bible to have warred 
againft David zt this time ; and the fecond, That the Tyrians arc 
in this pfalm mentioned among Da^vi/s enemies, tho* Hiram their 
king was then at peace with him. 

To the fir ft, it is obvious to anfwer. That confederate armies 
are frequently denominated from the principal hoft : as in the ^te 
war we called that the French army, which oppofed the confede* 
races, though confiderable bodies of Bavarians, Irijh, Sw/s, &c» 
l^elped to co(X)pofe ic. And I humbly apprehend, Chat the reafon 

why 
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Thi$ is plainly fpoken in the fpirit of a ofiaa 
vho had all thefe feveral nations^ their different 
encampments, tents, and enfigns, then before 
him, all which (the Syrians only excepted) were 
Jong Hnce familiar and well known to ^avid: 
nor was it hard for him to diftinguifh them with 
great cxadnefs^ confidering that their encamp- 
ment was in a valley of confiderable extent, con- 
tiguous to Jerufalemf from whofe furrounding 
eminences he might fee them to great advan-^ 
tage : which, as I before obferved, feems te 
have been partly their purpofc, upon the fame 
principle of confcious fccurity, that made Scipio 
carry Hannibah fpies through every part of his 
camp, to intimidate his enemy with the true 
account of his number, order, and difcipline^. 

Upon the enemy's approach to Jerufalem, 
^avid quitted it^ and retired to the cave of 
Adullam^ i with whofe faftnefies, and various 

advan- 

wl)y the Pbiiiftines are not firft mentioned in this Pfalniy is, that 
the author recounts the feveral armies, in the order in which he 
beheld them ranged in their feveral encampments. 

To the fecond I anfwer, that the /king of T^r^ might be in 
frijendihip with DavU, and the princes not: and it is well known, 
that the very merchants of Tjn wepe princes (as well they might, 
when the wealth of the world was in their hands) ; as the Pbiiijiine 
king had lately been in frienfliip with Da^-oid^ and the lords not ; 
or as the emperor might now be in friendihip with England^ and 
fome of the eltffors not. 

* The fame thing is reported of Xerxis. 

f Here he had all the advantages of a fortrefs without e^pk)fe« 
jngeidier himfelf, or any of his cities, to the danger and inconve- 
jiiencies of a fiege. 

It is objeded. That Dawidwu not long after this in a condf* 
tion to invade the Philijiittt$ : and then a queflion is asked. Is a 
man always m readi^i^f^ to invade^ and not to defend ? 

I anfwcTt 
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mdvaatagcs HH ticfem:e, he had long ifince been 
well acqaaifited. Here he continued^ (we can^ 
Slot doubt) till hb forces were gathered, in fuch 
fiombersy and under fuch appointments and re- 
gulations, as he thought beft for the 6ccafion$ 
but how long, is not told. From the fit nation 
' the enemy was in, in a rich valley, the neareft 
granary of Jerufalem^ and then covered with 
grain^ about the beginning of the barley-harveft^ 
it is probable he fuffered them to continue there 
as little time as he could. 

Wb only know, that one memorable event 
preceded the enfuing battle : Davids opprefled 
with thirft, and probably exhaufted with fatigue, 
exprefled an eager wifti for a draught of water 
from the well of Bethlehem. The Philiftinet 
were then garrifbned in that town, and their 
hoft extended from thence to the farther end 
of the valley of Rephaim s fo that there is not 
the ieaft appearance of Davids having conceived 
the moft remote poflibility of obtaining his wifh. 
However, three of his chiefs, or of his thirty 
mighty men, combined to gratify it; broke 
through the Philifiine hoft i and brought the 
water: they prefentcd it to him ; and he re- 
ceived it with a moft humane and religious 

I anffirer, A man may be always in readinefs to invade with ^ 
^mall namber, and yet not in a condition to repel the invafion of 
a greater. When a man invades his enemies, he takes care to he 
moft in a readinefs, when they are lead fo . Da'vid might once in 
every month be in a condition to invade his enemies with forty- 
eight thoufand men, and yet not in a condition of repelling a very 
numerous invafion tytry day of that month, with a body but of 
twenty-four thoufand. 

horror. 
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horror, for the tirquc they hdd ruiai ia fiet^hug; 
it. What they had purchafibd at fa djxadful; 
aa haiard of their lives» which they, thus^ fe- 
folved to (acrifice for his Cervice, he looked upoa, 
as an offering of bloody faaed to Goi^ axut 
poured it out in faoifice to him.-^— ik/)c God 
fi^htd: it me^ that I jbauld do^ this tbingl"^^ 
Shdtl drink the blood of thefe men^, that bavi^ 
put their lives inpofdrdy 7 For with tfse jeo/^ 
pardy af their lives they brought it-^Xhere^ 
fore he would not ^ri^it. 

The humane and generous readejc.'^ hearc 
will fuffi(:.ieAfiy fuggeft to hiox refle&JQQ&iuitcd 
to this great refolu^ion:. an4 tathdC I ceier him«^ 

W E cannot douht of this aidveoture's having 
infpired the Ifraelste army with aahagpjc qnieix 
of ifuccefs; and^ in confequence of that^ axv.ar* 
dour for the engagement. 

Trerb were in D^vid! s aimy (as I before 
obferved) three heroes, of the firft rank^ three 
of the iecond, and thkty of the thirds. Ihuna^ 
bly apprehend>, that the thic^ee firH were they 
who brought ^avid the water of Bathlehem: 
for agreeably to this fenfe might that paiTage^ 
2 Sam. xxiii. 13. be rendered,. The three cap^ 
tains over the thirty chief/^: and at the clofe 
of the adventure of Bethlehem (i Chron^ xi. 191) 
it is faid, Thefe things did thefe their mighth>> 
eft i which, I. think^ plainly fpeaks. them the 

* Some authors think, that the whole number was but thirty at 
firft, and that they increafed in proportion, as the prowefs and 
hooifm of the nation adraooed ; b^t that however the/ flill re* 
tained the name of the thirty, 

three 
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three chiefs of the firft rank^ in the judgment of 
the Engli^ tranflators. 

WtaBN the Ifraelite army was fufficientiy 
prepared and animated for the engagement, 
fDavidt who placed no confidence either in 
human prudence or prowefs^ (his fole depend* 
cnce was on God) inquired of the Lord, by 
the high-prieft, whether he Ihduld go up againft 
the PkiliflineSj and with what hopes of fuccefsj 
and, being encouraged by God to go up, he im- 
mediately marched his forces againft the confe- 
derate hoft. 

Consider the Ixx^tiiid Pfalm then, as an 
hymn to the God of hofts, compofed and fee 
to mufic, upon this occafion, and fung by the 
whole jy^iie^/i/^ army in their march to the af- 
fault i and it needs no other comment. And in 
this light it is one of the nobleft martial hymns 
that ever was compofed i and the bed fitted t6 
infpire a calm, and, v/hdz is the trueft and (tea* 
died of all others^ a religious fortitude. 

The beginning of this pfalm always puts me 
in mind of that moft lively and Ipiritcd dcfcrip- 
tion of the Trojan and Greek armies going to. 
battle, in the 3d book of the Iliad h the Tro- 
jans marching with noife and tumult, and thc- 
Greeks in a ftill filcncej keeping back their 
fwelling ardour, and confining it with difficulty 
to their own heaving bofoms. 

David here confiders G o d on the one fide, 
and the confederate enemies on the other ; the 
confederates loud in threats and tumult, and 

God 
S 
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God with difficulty keeping fiience'^. Daevid 
well knew, that one word from the mouth of 
God was fufficient to blaft and confound his 
enemies f; and thgrefore he begins this pfalm 
with befceching him to keep Hlence no longer : 
— iii?/^ not thy tmgue^ O God — keep not 
ftill Jilence^ — refrain not thyfelf, O God—* 
fory loy thine enemies make a tumult \ and they 
that hate thee^ have lift up the head. 

And now it was^ in all probabiiityj that the 
three Worthies above-mentioned challenged ij: 
the whole adverfe army (it may be prefumed^. 
in the fame manner Galiah had done that of 
Ifrael before) to fend out three champions to? 
contend with them in combat; which they (pro^ . 
bably confiding in their numbers) ieem to have . 
declined) inafmuch as we hear no more of the ^ 
matter, than that the defiance was given. 

When the, onfct was made^ the Ifraelite 
army, whether terrified, or opprefled by jjum-^ 
bers, gave way $ and ^avidy and his three wor- 
thics of the firft order, were left alpne in the 
midft of the enemy §. ^avid was now> in all 
human appearance,, utterly loft : but now was 

♦ Pfiilm. Ixxxiii. i . Refrain noi thy/eif, O God 

+ P/elm xlvi. 6. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved^ 
hi uitered his nteice^ the earth Melted. 

% 2 Sam. 7LXUU 9. 

$ 2 Sam. xxiii. 9. i Chren. xi. 13. It is not clear^ whether thU 
flight of the IfraeHtes was in this battle with the Philiftines^ or 
fonie other. But many circamftances have inclined me to believe 
it was in this. When the jeader has well weighed the text referred 
. tOy he will jadge for hinifelf; always remem6rfaig» that» be the 
battle which or when it will, Da'vid'% prowels was equally diAin* 
* guiflied ; and the praife of it the fame^ 

the 
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ttte time for Go» to iaterpofe in hiis f^bttf^ 
iMben aH htuntn appeafances ftified: G otr had 
pcotnifed co^d^llvcf Me cnettik^ into his haitds i 
aodi ^avid wel]> knew; ic was eqaaily in the 
hanid of Ownipqtence^ eaeflfe£)f tfiis by a ftew; as 
bf sn intinitc AHOiber. Ami, to^ fupport him in 
this aflCutancc, h« ^s well acquainted vmh tht 
p»omife€tf Go i> to his people, 2)^«f. xixA. yy^ 
that, if th^y were obedient, ontfiould chaje a 
thMfamiy and two put ten thoufand to fttght. 
Be eould not but refledfj that he was now at 
the hoad of tihole' thtec brave men, who had 
fo lately boofcen through the whole Thilifiine 
hoft, to relieve his third: would they exert tbem-^ 
iz\si&i lefs to fave his life ? Animated by thofe 
afittcanc<s> ^David ruflied in upon his enemies^ 
with filch a for^ie and fury as W2» not to be re- 
fifted s and wafe fb well feconded by his three 
brave companions^ that they put the whole ad- 
verfo army into confufion ; which the Ifraelites 
perceiving) returned rather to the rout ^ than 
the comtat : nor let any man think this drangCj 
who remembers the exploit before related in 
the cafe of "Jonathan and his aripour-bearer, 

I Sani. xi. 

That ^in;/^confidered God as the great 
agent in this cafe, and hioifelf only as a fecondary 
inftrument, appears evidently from i Chrm, xiv. 

I I • Then XHzsii^faid^ God hath broken m upon 
mine enemies by mine handy like the breakif^of 
waters. Or, as it is, a Sam. v. 20. 755^ Lord 

• 2 Sam. xxiii. lo. 

7 hath 
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l^atb hoken forth upon mine enemies befote mey 
as the breach of waters^ or rather, as it fhould 
be tranflated, God hath broken or divided mine 
enemies, as waters arc broken ; that is^ as a 
flbrm breaks and divides a flood : therefore he 
called the place Baal pera2im, or the plain of 
breaches. 

This allufton. In my humble opinion, con^^ 
t^ins as fine an image, perhaps a finer than anjT 
in Homer. It is familiar with David to con^ 
itder in hoft of enemies as a great flood^ or Tea, 
ready to break in ahd overwhelm him with it$ 
waves. Thus, Pfalm xviii. 4. The forrows of 
death compajfed me^ thejhods of ungodly men 
made me afraid. Ixxxviii. i f. They came round 
about me like water^ and compajfedme together 
en every fide, xciii. 3. The floods arerifen^ O 
Lordly the floods have lift up their voice^ the 
floods have lift up their waves. 

No w an army Coming up in one vaft body,' 
broken in upon by a brave enemy, as by a rem- 
pcft, put to flight, and in their flight (cattered 
into a great many broken parties, is finely com- 
pared to a vaft flood or body of water brokea 
and difpcrfcd into many ftrcams** And now, 
perhaps, the cxxivth Pfalm was firft fung, as ai> 
hymn of thankfgiving, for the deliverance of 
Ifrael from a combination of the neighbour 
nations againft them, — If the Lord had not 

* Da'vid was not improbably led into this train of thinking, 
by that promife of God to his people, Deut, xxviii. 7. They (chine 
enemies) flu^tl come out againft ibee one waj^, and fiti before thf 
ftvin nvays. 

Vol. I. B b been 
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ieeti M our fide^ now may Ifracl fay^ if it had 
not bem the Lotd^ who was on our fide ^ - * 
they had Jwaiipwed us up quic,kp the waters, 
bad overwhelmed us \ 55c. 
"I wVll npc.nov uke upon mc to fay, that 
Homer is ladebtcd to ^avtd fc* many of thc^ 
fincft images in his works i but the learned rea* 
dcr M^in^eaftly fe^^ from an aff:entive ob&rvancc 
of th^t parage. The Lard hath brokfin, mine 
enemies before ^f,' whom Homer copies after, 
when, he reprefents the gods preceding their fa- 
vourite tierpes ia battle, and mowing dow^ the 
hoftile ranks before them^ 

That, the hiftqry of this battle wa? \Kritten . 
under the dirediqn of ^^flfV^'s mpdqfty.and hu- 
mility, guided by, the Spirit of Gop, appears, 
evidently frq|iY hf^nce $ that the exploits of his 
companions on this occafion are very exa^ly re- 
lated, and the numbers flain by theth carefully 
fct down, (and immcnfe they were) 2 Sam^ xxiji, 

1 Chrcn. xi. without the Icaft mention. of oqc 
man {lain by hiip : though it appears plainly 
from the forccitcd paflagcs, (1 Chr on. xiy. 11. 

2 Sam. V. 20.) that he led and opened the way, 
intheonfet. 

The ingenious reader wlB, I believe, agree 
with me, that the hcroifm of fuch hviipility is. 
infinitely fupcrior to all the exploits .of prowefs. 

What number of the hoftHe forces fell in, 
this battle, is no-where laid : wc are only told 

* The relation between this hvmn and the.precedi^g accpitpl 
of David'^ crying out» The Lord bath braUnmnientmiis fyjm^l 
band^ as nioaters art broken, is, 1 think, (ufficiendy evident. 

5 : in 
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in drte place; (2 iSam. xxiii. ra.) in the ufual 
piety and fimplicity of the Scripture ftyle. That 
the Lord wr might a great viaoryi and in an-^ 
ofhcr, (i Chran. xu 14.) That the Lotdfaved 
by a great deliverance. 

In ail appearance, the defeat was not very 
deftruaive to the enemy ; inafmuch as we find 
them foot! after returning to the war^ poflibly in 
the very fame yeat. However, that the rout 
Was precipitate and totaJ, appears evidently from 
hence i that, when they fled, they left their 
gods behind them. And t)avid and his meii 
deftroyed them with fire, as the liw direded. 

The relation of this battle is no fobner end- 
edj than the facred hiftorians recount another 
Philiftine inroad : The Philiftines came up yet 
again J (fay the facred hiftoriaris) and Jpread 
themjihes in the valley of Rephaim. 

D A V 10 was as regular in his returns to Gob,' 
as his' enemies in their inroads upon him. He 
immediately inquired of God, with his ufual 
piety and humility, how to condud hiitifelf on 
the occadon ; and was directed, not to advance 
to the engagement with an open front, as be- 
fore, but to fetch a cfompafs, and come fecrctly 
behind them, over-againft a certain mulberry* 
grove, which, I apprehend, flood at the rear of 
the enemy's camp i and when he heard a found 
of going on the tops of the mulberry trees, (pro* 
bably the found of a mighty hoft rufhing to 
battle) then was he to pour upon his ^enemies 
t^ith all his force : for that was the %nal of 
. B b 2 Goto'«* 
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G o D $ going oat before him, to deftroy and de- 
feat them. 

David obeyed the divine monition, and 
put the whole hoft to the rout : which, we may 
conceive, was ealtly done, when they were fur- 
prifcd with more than all the terrors of a mighty 
hoftiie army in their rear; which they might 
eaitiy imagine to be another, more numerous, 
and more fomidable, than that of ^aviits. 

David made the bcft advantage of this con- 
fuflon and conftcrnation ; ply'd them hard, and 
had the flaughter of them froni Geba to Gaz^ar^ 
a Levitical city o{ Ephraim, upon the Thiliftine 
confines ; a length of at Icaft twenty miles. 

I THi N K it evident to a dcmonftration, that 
the Ixxivth Pfalm was written upon this occa- 
iton, although not by David: and as it is tin* 
durcd with mirth and wit*, (not without a fpi- 
r it of true piety) it is not unnatural to imagine, 
that it now became a favourite fong with the 
people. 

And now alfo, as I conceive, was compofed 
the cxviiith ^jalm^ and fung in the tabernacle, 
as an epinkion^ or hymn of thankfgiving to GoD 
for this vidory. It begins thus^ G give thanks 
unto the Lordi for kt is gracious : becaufe his 
mercy endureth jor ever. And then goes on 



'^ This crukifm will, I believe, be juftified to the candid res- 
der, when he confiders the 5th and 6th verfesof this Pfalm, Vcr. 5. 
The fimtheurtcd are fpoild^ they have Jleft thtir Jleif^ and tbt 
men of might h:.ve not all found their hands » Ver, 6, Jt thy re* 
liiie, O God of Jacob, heth the chariot and horfo art cafi into m 
dmdjliep* 

with 
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with fuch a flow of gratitude to God, fuch cxprcA 
iions of truft and confidence in him^ and glory 
to him, and adds to all this fuch delcriptions 
of his enemies, in fuch a variety of lights and 
images, as are the peculiar diftindion of T>avii% 
genius. 

Nothing is more common .with Homer i 
than to defcribc an army under the image of a 
flood of waters, wave impelling wave*; but I 
don't remember he has any-where painted the 
defeat and rout of an army, under the image of 
a flood of waters, broken, and difperfcd by a 
ftorm. 

My purpofe is not to inftiturc any compa- 
rifon between thefe writers, in this point i but 
barely to obferve to the . philological reader, 
once for all, that it is familiar with T>avid^ to 
couch fuch images in three words, as would, in 
the hands of Homer^ be the materials of his 
nobleft, moft inlarged, and moft dignified dc- 
fcriptions. 

I SHALL mention two in this Pfalmy and 
leave the application to the reader'^ breaft. 



* I might mention many inftances from the Iliad: but the 
reader wilU I believe, be content with one, B. 4. v. 478. Mr* 
Popi^ tranflation : • . ' 

As when the winds, afcending by degrees, 
Firft move the whit'ning furface of the feas, 
. The billows float in order to the fhore ; 
The wave behind rolls on the wave before ; 
Till with the growing ftorm the deeps arife. 
Foam o'er the rocks, and thunder to the ikies : 
80 to the fight the thick battalions throng, i^c. 



B b 3 yir: 
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Ver. 12. 

THEif (that is, an nations) fompaffed m^ 
about like bees — 

Tn^Y are quenched as the fire of thorns *. 

The reader has here, in miniature, tvo of 
thcfineft images in Homer: which, if his cu- 
riofity demands to be gratified, he will find 
illuftrated and inlarged in the fecond book of the 
liiad. The firft of them ftands thus trarifcribed 
from Mr. Pope's tranflation : 

"^•-^The folPwing hoft 
Four' d forth in millions;^ darken all the coafl. 
As from fome rocky cleft y the pepherd fees 
Cluffring in heaps on heaps ^ the driving bees;. 
Rolling and blackning^ fwarms fucceeding 

fwarms\ 
With deeper murmurs J and more hoarfe alarms : 
^Dusky they fpread^ a clofe embody* d croud \ 
And o'er the vale defcends the living cloud: 
So from the tents andJl:ipSy &c. 

ypr. 20^, e^r. 

The next is in the fame book, Ver. f 34, ^c. 

As onjopte mount ain^ thro the lofiy grove^ 
The crackling flames afcend^ andilaze above ^ 
The fires expanding^ as the winds arife^ 
Shoot their long beamSy and kindle half the skies : 

• The reader will pleafc oWervc, thatthefc images are, by 

a notorious blunder in the. traoQatoi'. of th^. reading' P/a/ms, con- 

jwftcd as if they were but one. ' ^ " • . • 
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So from the polijb'd drtnSy and brazen fiields^ 
A gleamy fplendor flajh'd along the fields. 
Nift lefs tkeirnmnhr, &c. 

The candid reader will obfcrx^c, that hc,rc 
the idea of an army's rcfembling a ftaming ffrc, 
is common both to Homer and ^d'Vid : bat 
the idea of that fire being quciidied (when the 
army was conquered) is pccuKar to ^avid. ' 



CHAR X. 

Da VIP attempts to remove the Ark fo 
Sion : and at laftfucceeds. 

WHAT the confcquences of thc(c two 
total defeats of the Philijiine confede- 
rates were, isno-where cxplidtly related in Scrip- 
tiirc : more than this, that the fame of David 
went out into all lands^ and the Lord brought 
the fear of him upon all nations. The 
great yi£tofies which Goo ha4 given him, by 
fo fignal an interpoficion in his favoit-r, naturally 
tended to ftnke a terror of him into iXk the 
nations, far aad near$ and it i$ reafonable tb 
believe, that the ferft etfed of It was, the fjighc 
of the PhiliJiiHes from thofc Ifraelite citiei^ 
which they had fcized, upon the death of Sauh 
and that the Ifraelttes gained at leaft as ipuch 
by thefc cbnquefls, as they loft by the defeat of 
Gilboa^ For we find foon after, that David was 
^t reJifrfiM Ml his enemies ropid 4hut $ and it 

Bb^ j, 
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IS not natural to believe, that he could be at 
reft before he had recovered all thole IJraelite 
cities, which the Thilijiines had poffeflcd them- 
fdves of, after that defeat. 

We learn from the xiiith chapter of the firft 
book of Chronicles J that ^ foon as H^avid was 
in quiet poffeffion of the fort of Sion^ the firft 
confultation he held with the reprefcntatives of 
his people^ was, about removing the ark from 
Kirjath'jearim to Sion. David well under- 
ftood, of what infinite importance it was, to 
have an authentic fymbol, and fure pledge, of 
the divine prefcnce, deposited in his capital, to 
which to have folemn and public recourfe, upon 
all emergencies, and great occafions. 

Saul was not blcflcd with this right way of 
thinking, which the people well knew. How- 
ever, Davidy in his exhortation to them on 
this occaiton, guards againft all cenfure of that 
prince ^ and only puts them in mind, that they 
had ^ot, for fome time paft, been fo Iblicitous 
as they ought, to fecure to themfelves this 
bleffinjg : For (fays he) we inquired not at it in 
the days §f Saul, as if the guilt of that omif^ 
iion were rather to be placed to their own ac- 
count. 

Th» aflcmbly agreed to the propofal, with 
oneeoufcntj and when God, upon an humble 
application made to him by the high-prieft, con- 
curred with them, a rcfolution was taken, to 
fun pion all the jpriejls and Levites^ and prin- 
cipal men of the whole nation, to attend the 
foieainity, at a time appointed. And the na- 
3 turc 
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turc and rcafon of the thing incline me to be* 
licve, with the very learned primate UJher^ that 
it was on the enfuing fabbatical year. 

So much was Davids heart fet upon this 
point, that it appears from the 13 id Pfalm^ 
that, upon the taking of SioUy he had made a fo* 
Icmn vow to God, not to take fo much as one 
night's reft, nay not fo much as to put his foot 
within his doors, till he had fixed upon a pro- 
per place^ on which to depofit the tabernacle of 
Goo. 

The providence of G o d had no fooner fet- 
tled him in his kingdom^ than he took a Iblemn 
refolution of fettling the fcrvice of God in it; 
well knowing, that purity and fincerity in his 
worftiip was the bcft and only fure ftay of his 
own power, and his people's profperity. A re- , 
folution truly wife ! and worthy the father of 
that bleffcd Redeemer (according to the flelh) 
who commanded in his Gofpel, Seek ye firji 
the kingdom of GOD, and his right eoujnefs^ 
and aUthefe (inferior, earthly) things Jball be 
added unto you: and, accordingly, this, as I now 
bbfervcd, was the principal and exprefs purpofe 
of the firft convention of his people, to remove 
and fettle the ark at Sion 5 and with that the 
worfhip of God, in all its folcmnity. 

But, before the time appointed for this pur- 
pofc arrived, the Thiltftines, and neighbour 
nations, made the confederacy and incurfions 
related in the laft chapter. 

As foon as thefc were over, ^avidy in pur- 
fuance of the refolution before agreed to with 

his 
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his people, again fummoncd all Ifrael^ the princes 
and rulers of the people, with the priefts and 
' Levites^ from Sihor of Egypt to Hemathy that 
is, from the Nile to the fountains of Jord^n^ 
to attend this great folcmnity : And from this 
fummons we may occafionally conclude, that 
all this trad of country was now in thp pcflef- 
Con of Ifrael. 

AccoRDiNGLir the high-prieft, chief priefts, 
princes, rulers, and leaders of every tribe, in a 
word, the nobility, clergy, and magiftracy of 
the whole kingdom, afiembled in one body, to 
the number of thirty thoufand men : and i>S' 
vidy attended by the nobility * of Judah^ march- 
ed at their head, to bring up the ark from Kirr 
jath'jearim I that arky which was peculiarly 
diftinguiflied and dignified by the n^me of the 
ark of Qod, whofe name is called hy the Name 
of the Lordofhojls^ that dwelleth between the 
cherubims. 

This, I think, may fairly be considered, as 
the nobleft aflembly that was ever convened, 
and met together, in any nation ; and we fhall 
fdrm fbme notion of it, if we fuppofe the king 
of Gteat Britain, at the head of the whole 
nobility of the realm, all the archbifhops, 
biOiops, deans^ and chapters of the churchy 
all the choirs of all the cathedrals of his do* 
minions, doubled; all the judges, benchers, 
and ferjeants of the law^ all the reprefentatives 
of the people in parliament, all the civil magi- 
ftracy of the kingdom, and all the officers of the 

* So the text (hould be i^ndered, i Sam, vi. 2. The vnlgate 
A^ye, TBe men of Judah. 
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militia, fleet, and aroBy^ with nil the oa%^ 
and ornanjcnts of their feveral orders and \^i^ 
JFeflions, regularly affembled, and formed jnta 
pnc fokmn proceflion. 

When they arrived at Kirjdthjearimj they 
placed the ark of God upon a new cart 5 4Uid 
brought it forth from the houfe of Minadahp 
from the eminence on which it had been dqx>- 
fited, and on which it had naw relied abour 
ninety years (according to the chronology of 
the Bible) : and Uzzah and AhiOy the foas of 
Ahinadaby drive the cart 5 the king attending 
upon it, with his harp in his hand. And Da- 
vid, (fays the text) and all the houfe of Ifrael, 
played before the Lord, with all their migi^^ 
on all manner of injiruments made of fir-wood^ 
and with finging^ and with harps j and with 
pfalteriesj and with timbrelSy and with cor^ 
nets J and with cymbals j and with trumpets. 

Thus they proceeded for a confiderablc 
fbace i but their fcftivity was, aftet fomc time, 
(adly interrupted. For, when they came to 
Nachon's threftiing floor, the oxen^ now pof- 
iibly ah hungred, and fmelling their wonted 
food, fecm to have grown unruly. Thus much 
IS certain, they (hook iht: ark. And Uzzah 
(fays the text) put forth his hand to the ark of 
^ody an^ took hold of it 5 for the oxenjbook it. 

The adion was well intended^ but it was 
an aftionftridly prohibited by God, upon pain 
of death, and accordingly puniOred as it defer y- 
pd. And the anger of the Lord (faith the text) 
was kindled agairiji Uzzah, and God f note him 
fhere^ for his errors and there he died, by the 
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»k ofGod^ He erred, but it was from a grofs 
neglcd of inqoiring into his duty i his error was 
vincible^ and therefore puniftied as voluntary. 

The rabbins tell us, that the death infliaed 
upon Uzzah was, by tearing off^thc ralh arm, 
which he had extended to the ark ; which, if 
the mufcles were torn away with it, mud nqjcef^ 
farily make an opening, that is, a breach^ into 
fhe cavity of his body. This account they pro- 
bably derive from fome tradition i which, how- 
ever, is not ill fupported by the text; which 
tells us, that David was dijpleafedy becaufe the 
Lord had made a breach upon Uzzah : in me- 
mory of which, he called the name of the place 
Perez-Uzzah, that is, The breach of Uzzah, 
tmto this day. And it is a fair prcfumption, or 
rather, a fair inference, that the name was con- 
ferred with ftria propriety to the occafion. 

I OWN it is matter of aftonifhment to me, 
how David^ and all the priefis and people, 
could fall into fo great an error, and deviate fo 
ftrangely from the plain precepts of the law of 
God in this point; which exprcfly prohibited 
any, but the priefts, to touch the ark, upon 
pain of death, {Numb. iv. 5, if.) and any but 
the Levites to carry it*. The beft apology 
that can be made for it, is, that David now 
fucceeded to the throne, after a long irreligious 
reign; in which the ark, and every thing re- 
lating to it, were utterly ncgledlcdi efpecially 
after the maflacre of all thofe priefts, whofe pc- 



* To carry even any part of the tabemacle> Numb. i. 5 1, 

culiar 
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culiar bufincfs it was to attend the tabernacle : 
(all but one young man) j and who were, in aU ^ 
probability, the only priefts of that re^lm^ that 
had ever feen it^ or knew any thing of. its 
rituals : and there was not then (probably) any 
one prieft or Levite alive, who had ever fecn it . 
removed. In fhort, the public worlhip of God 
had long been difcouraged and negleded ia 
Ifrael $ and^ with that, the ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures, except fo much as was abfolutely neceflar/ 
for the adminiftration of the civil affairs of the 
ftate. (Would to Gop Ifrael were the only 
nation, upon which this fad truth could at any 
time be pronounced!) 

Add to all this, that David ^nd his people 
had now been for many years immcrfed in wars; 
and the voice of religion, as well as reafon> is 
often drowned in the din of armis. 

I T is true, the Philijiines had, about ninety 
years before, removed the ark with impunity, 
(I Sam. vL 7.) in the fame. manner as the IfroiU 
ties did now : but they forgot, that what was 
pardonable in a Philijiiney who knew no bctf 
ter, might be highly criminal in an Ifraelite. 
And furely there cannot be a ftronger ioftance 
of the pronenefs of Ifrael to imitate the man- 
ners of their neighbours, in every thing relate- 
ing to religion, than this profane imitation c^ 
the praftice of the Philijiines^ in negleft of 
the exprefs precepts of their duty. And, as 
all veneration of that facred repository of the 
commands of God had long been loft and for- 
gotten among the people, nothing leis than fo 

iignal 
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itgiiftl' a-|udgin«nr from hcavctij upbn the pror 
faioation of it^ Was' fdfficictit' td recovet ^ pro- 
pir< rtverence of it^ in- theirs tea^ts. 

Thb %nal vcngwncd oP GbiJ, Uitori the 
pii^itoeL tcnticrity* of Uz'i&aB on tflls oecafion, 
,fiMais^ Dmyidy and^hispeople, into a^(f range con- 
fttmcicion; and the king was in terror what to 
d*,^ or how to condift hintfelfj hov^ to carry 
thft^ to his own- hottfc in the city of ^avid; 
Itt this fcarhc rcfolved to defer the furthtr re- 
moval* of it, till he was ft)«^ way or other bet- 
ter^ infotfiicd*: and' in- the^meati time depofitcd 
it:ia»thc^hottfcof O^fti-^/Z^i^the G/^/;>i?, a Le- 
njite of Gath'timmon^ a Le^oiticoi' city in the 
tri^ o€ ^an^ Je^. xxi. a^y 24*. 

. Ha4iiB it continued three ^ months 5 during 
whicbtimii^ itpteafcd Goo to l^Ie/i Obed-cdom^ 
and all his houfhaldy and all that pertained tit 
kim; in a remarkable manner: but how, or in 
whatt partitulars", is nofiaid, not (hall I take^ 
opoii me to conjedure. 

T^:!is fignai prolpcrity cff Offd-edifm^ finee 
his»x<ception of the ^^ri; being reported to ©^- 
a;i^) he again fummoned the chiefs of the king- 
dom; in order to remove it to his, own palace 
ii>;&m$ and- in the- mean time tdck care to in- 
form himfelf particularly, from thelawof God, 
howiand in what manner it ought to be remov- 
edi There he learnt *i that the priefts only 
wfjre .to appro;»ch it^ upon pain of death 5 and 
ta.lay on its three toverings in a regular orders 
firftj ?i&^ covering veil ) fccondly, the covering 

• Numh/vf* - 
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of badgers skins ; ami thirdly, over that, a cloth 
whfilly of blue : and when they had done this^ 
and put in the (laves thereof, thea the Ions of 
Kobath might approach to bear it: but (fays 
the text) they Jball not touch any holy this^^ left^' 
they die. 

When the pricfts and Levites were tho* 
rooghly inftrufted in all the parts and circam- 
fiances of their duty, and diftinguifhed into 
their feveral clafles and offices, Daiiid then 
compofed the xxivth pfaim, itt it to mufic, and 
g^ve it, with ail its parts, vocal and infiruoien- 
tal, to Cheneniah chief of the Levites^ his maf- 
tg: of the fong 5 who was to inftruft the feveral 
performers in their parts^ vocal and inftru* 
mental. 

The ioftraments mentioned in the facred 
te;xt, to be made ufe of on this occafion, are 
pfalteries^ harps, cymbals, cymbals of brafs, 
pfalteries on alamath^ harps on the fhaninithy 
cornets, and trumpets. 

Then ^avid prepared robes of fine linen^ 
as it is tranflated, but in reality of byffusy that is, 
fine white rich ill k, for. all the Levites that at* 
tended the ark^ to the number of eight hundred 
and f7xty-two ; and when they were all properly 
prepared and fandificd {as he exprcfly injoined 
they fbould) ion ^hat facred office, he then put 
oS his royal robes; and, affuming the Charafter 
of an hiimblc attendant on the ^rk of God^, 
hp put on a long rpbe of the fame kiod with 
thofc worn by the Levites^ and over that a 
linen cphod, which,. lascordiRg. to ttxcbcft. cri- 
tics, 
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tics^ was a (hort veAure or cunic^ (without 
flecves) reaching down below the middle of 
the thigh; and open on the itdes, like a rochet, 
with a long girdle annexed^ hanging from be- 
hind the tieck, (not unlike an officers fafh) 
then croffing the body beneath the breads^ and 
returned round the loins^ then clofely tied be- 
forcy and both the ends of it hanging down as 
low as the long robe *. 

When the ark was lifted up, ^avid^ in 
this drefs, led the procellloni the order of 
which is thus far fet< fcMth, Tfalm Ixviii. 25, 
^c. The fingers went beforey {Davui sit thdt 
hbad) the flayers upon infituments after *y in 
the midfty (that is, between both) the damfels^ 
flaying with timbrels. Then followed (as I 
htimbly apprehend) the feveral congregations^ 
that is the feveral tribes, with their princes, 
elders, iirc for this I take to be the meaning of 
tl^at cxpreffion, (verfc 27.) the princes of Ja- 
dah, and their council. Sec. 

When T>avid found, upon the arks being 
carried a few (fix) paces, that the work pro- 
ipered in their hands, when God (lays the text) 

* I am fenfibk, that fame very faperficial and conceited meft 
liave blundered egregioufly upon this head, confounding the girdle 
and the epbod^ as if the ephod were nothing but a girdle ; whereas 
there are no two things in the facred writings (nor in any writings 
under heaven) more clearly diftingui(hed than xkt efJfd and the 
girdle. Thus, Exod. xxviii. 4» 6, 8. 1^ heft are tbt garments which 
they Jhall make, a hreaftpiate, and an eph^d, &€. and a girdle^ 
&C. and they Jhall make the ephod of gold^ hhu^ P^TP^f fiwlet^ 
and fine tiuined linen, &c. and the curious girdle of the ephodp 
nuhich is upon it, /ball be of the fame, &:c. And the fame diftindion 
is again repeated^ Exod, xxxix. s^ 6rr. 

helped 
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helped the Levkes which bdfe the drk of the 
covenant of the Lcrdy they facrificed fevefp 
btdlocks and /even rams. Some have imagined 
from this xttt^ that l^avid bad ereded altats at 
this interval, throughout the whole length c^ 
the procefljon ; an opinion, as I humbly appre- 
hend, not fufiiciently founded in the text : 
though the diftribucidn of flefh, at the clofe of 
the folemnity^ demonftrates that; an infinity of 
facrificcs was made upon this occafion. 

David's joy incfcaftd, as the procclfion 
happily went on : Gop had filled his heart with 
giadn^fs, and he was not a(hamed to. (hew it^ 
in all the genuine e^eds and expreffions of 
tranfpott j iingirrg, and fhoutiag, and leaping^ 
and dancing befote the LdRD. according as 
the various mcafurcs df the mufic infpired and 
directed, till he arrived at the tabernaGle, and 
fixed the ark hi its place. 

Let the xxiv* ^Jahn be confidcfcd, as 
composed and fet to mufic upon this odcaiion, 
and fung iti rhe proceflion (as almoft all com<* 
mentators agree it was, and the tenor of the 
pfalm manirefts it ^o have been). It is un- 
doubtedly written in the way of dialogue, and 
muft as undoubtedly have been fung in the fame 
mannen Let yerujalem then, the city of God^ 
be confidercd as an emblem of heaven (as un-^* 
doubted ly it was by the yews)\ the court of 
the tabernacle, the region of God's more im-^ 
mediate refidence ; the tabernacle, his palace ; 
and the ark^ his throne : let this be confidercd, 
and the mod ordinary and inattentive reader 

VdJU I. C c cannot 
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cannot fail to be ftruck with the beauty and 
fublioiity of the compoittion^ and its propriety 
to the occafion. 

Let the king be fuppofed to begin the con- 
cert^ with a folenin and fonorous recitative of 
thefe fentences. 

King. 

The earth is the Lord^s, and all that therein 
is! the compafs of the worlds and they 
that dwell therein. , , 

Let ^he chorus of vocal muHc then take up 
the fong, and fing the fame words, in a more 
tuneful and elaborate harmony \ then let all the 
inftrumentSy and whole chorus of the people, 
fall in with them. And indeed there is rcafon 
to believe from the text, that the whole body 
of the people that made up the proceflion, were 
inftruded upon this occaHon : And David, (fays 
the text) and all Ifrael with hinty played upon 
all manner of injlruments, &c. 

Let the chorus be then divided, each ftnging 
in their turns^ (and both joining in the clofc) 
For he hath founded it upon thejeas^ and pre- 
pared it upon the floods. 

Let this part of the mufic be fuppofed to 
have Jaded till the proCcilion reached the foot 
of the hill of Siony or near it 5 then let the king 
be prefumed to have ftcpt forth, and begun 
again, in a fwcct and folcmn tone : 
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King. 

Who Jhall afcend into the hill of the Lard? 
And who jhall rife up in^is holy place ? 

Singers, ift chorus. 
Even he that hath clean hands ^ and a pure heart . 

2d CHORUS. 

That hath not lift u^ his mind unto panitj^ nor 
fworn to deceive his neighbour^ &c. ' 

Let this part of the munc be fuppofed to 
have lafted till they reached the gates of the 
city. 

Then thQ king began again^ in that mod 
fublime and heavenly ftrain — 

King. 

Lift up your headsy • ye gates ; and be ye lift 
upy ye everlafting doors i and the King of 
glory jhall come in. . 

All. 

Lift up your heads^ ye gates &c. ' 



C c 2 Persons 
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Persons appointed to keep the gates* 
Wbt is the King tf glory ? 

ift CHORUS. 

Jr is the Lm-dfitang and mighty, even the 
Lord mighty in battle. 

Sd CHORUS. 

Jt is the Lordftrong and mighty^ fkc. 

All. 

He is the King of ghry i he is the King of 
glory. 

An & ROW \tt tt» ToppoTe tke infiruments to 
take up the £iine airs, (the king, the princes, 
and the matrons, moving to the mcafuce) add 
continue xhtva to the gates of the court of the 
tabernacle. 

Thbn l«t the king again begin : 

King. 

Lift up your htads^ ye gates y &c. 
And be foOoved and anfvcrcd as before. 

* Or perhaps the matrons of "^iimfolm meeting him there, as 
they did Saul vpon his return from the Fkliftint COBqueft* i Sam, 
xviii. 

V All 
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All doling — inftruwcnts foandin^, cho- 
rus finging, people fliouting. 

He is the king of glory. 

How others may think upon the point, I 
cannot fay (nor pretend to prcfcribe) % but for 
rny own part, I have no notion of hearings or 
of any man s ever having fecn or heard, any 
thing fo grcat^ fo folemn, fo celeftial, on this 
fide the gates of heaven*. 

'w III n il II i ll ■ Hil l. ■ II i iaii m i m.i i i M>i nn > n»' i i > i ' M • * . 

CHAP- XI. 

I'he conclujian of the Procejkn of the 
Arh Mr. Bayle'j Cenfure of Da vid'j 
Dancing and Dr^fsy confidered. 

BEING now come ito the cldfe of this pro- 
eeflion, give me leave to add, before I 
proceed further, that this proccffion was not 
(^s fome commentators have flrangely miftakcn 
it) in any wife military, but intircly and fe- . 
cutely pacific , and is indeed a fine comment 
upon David's intirc reliance and implicit con- 
fidence in the proreftion of Almighty God, 
grounded upon that repeated command to his 

♦ Need I caution the reader, that I fay this neither of the 
Jitwfjh ritual, nor any ceremonial of the law, but merely of thii 
particular proceifion, and form of devotion, celebrated in the cir* 
^a^l|ta^ces now related ? 

C c 3 people, 
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^eoplc^ that all their mates fliould appear thrice 
every year before the Lord, in the place that 
he (hould chafe ; and that amazing promife an* 
nexed, that no man (hould invade their land, or 
aflault their cities, when they were fo deferred 
of their defenders: Neither Jhall any man de- 
fire thy land-, when thou Jhalt go up to appear 
before the Lord thy God thrice in the year 
(Exod. xxxiv. 24.). 

If it be objcdcd, that T)avid had juft fub- 
ducd his enemies^ and therefore might now be 
fecurc of not being aflaulced by them; 

I ANSWER, that the refolution of making 
this proceflion was taken in a general aflembly 
of his people, before he had fubducd, or even 
warred with them, (i Chron. xiii.) and very 
foon 9fter he had provoked them, by taking the 
(irong fort of Sion i fo that if they had waited 
but a few weeks, they might have invaded him in 
the very time of this proceflion, when it was 
eaiy for them, with their multitudes, to have 
ilormed an hundred of his cities in one day, or 
rather pofleflcd themfclves of them without re- 
finance ; but Gop's unconquerable promife ftood 
in the way i nor is there one inftance of any at- 
tempt made upon the people of God, by any 
one of their enemies, in this annual defertion 
of their cities, from the carlieft ^ra of their hi- 
(Ipry. And doubtlefs this was one rcafon why 
the facred hiftorians are fo very exprefs and par- 
ficular in relating all the circumftanccs of this 
prpccflion, whigh dcmonftratcd it to be wholly 

paci- 
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pacific^ andwhich^ for that reafon, fiHsupmore 
Ipacc in the facrcd page, than the dcfcriptions 
of many battles^ and the defi^ats of mighty ene- 
mies. 

' Ir E M E M B E R but t WO tcligious proceffionS/ 
of note in the' accounts of the heathen world i 
neither of which, however, in my humble opi- 
nion, defervcs to be once mentioned with this. 
The firft is, that of Alcibiades'^^ in which he 
conduced and protected the prieds, in the cele- 
bration of the great myftcriesin honour of A//- 
nerva*y but by no means in the manner that 
David conduced his procc/Eon, but quite 
otherwife, io a moft magnificent military appa- 
ratus 5 which gained Jiim as much reputatioq, 
and more eftceni, than any of his military at- 
chievements. And the next is, a proceflion of 
Jnttachus Efiphanes. in honour of Bacchus^ 
particularly defcribed by AthenauSy (I. 5.) in 
which Satyrs and Silenu that is, lewdnefs and 
drunkennefs, and other abominable emblems, 
richly and pompoufly arrayed, and crowned in 
the fplendor and magnificence 6f monarChs, 
made up the principal and moft diftinguifhed 
part of the pomp. In one word, it were hard 
to determine, which was moft predominant in 
that proceflion, the folly, the extravagance, the 
vain vaunt of wealth, or the oftentarious and im7 
pious embcUiftiments and triumph of viccr. 

• See Plutarch's Life of JUibiades. 

C c 4 • Bur 
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BuTtor^turQ: 

When the ark of God was depoHted in its 
placCy T^avid and his people oiSPered burnt-of- 
ferings and peace-offerings before God; but of 
what kind, and in what numbers^ is qo-where 
faid \ but if we may guefs from the fubfequent 
pradice of Salomon^ upon the removal of the 
ark into the temple, in which^ as I apprehend j^ 
he tranfcribcd pretty neatly the example of his 
father, the facrificcs muft have been very nume- 
rous, and of the mod valuable kinds. 

A F T ER the facrificcs followed the pfalm, re- 
cited at length I Chron: xvi. cxprcfly faid to be 
on that day, firft delivered to Afaph, and his bte- 
threriy to thank the Lord; and that it was fung alio 
upon that occafion^ appears evidently from thefe 
concluding words. And all the people faid^ 
]dr»en\ and praijed the Lord. 

In this pfalm, after David hath exhorted 
the people to praife and to give thanks to Goq, 
for his peculiar mercies to them there recited, he 
then breaths out into a rapture of gratitude, ia 
contemplation of the infinite bounty and be- 
nignity of the Creator i and calls upon the whole 

P'eation, to fill up the chorus of his praife : 

Give untp the Lord the glory due unto his Name. 
---^Bring an offerings and come before him. 
- — Worjhip the Lord in the beauty of hohmfs. 

Fear before him^ all the earth. The 

world alfo fhallbe ft able y that if be not moved. 
T-^Let the heaven be glad, and the earth rejflice j 
and let men fay among the tfati^ns. The Lord 
teigneth. — Let thefea roar^ and the fulnefs 
thereof --^l^et t^ ^-^Uis rejoice, ^nd allthaf 
S ' ts 
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is therein : thenjbdll the trees af the wkodfing 
wtinthefrefenceef thelfird, kecaiffe b^ Com- 
eth tQJuagt the earth, 

Hb then returns to his owa pa^Ie-< — O 
five thanks unta the Lffrd 5 fev be is gaad^ fwt 
his mercy enduretb for ever: — and coadudes 
with thofe words, which I hambly apprehend to 
be the form in which he blefibd, that is, prayed 
for his people (firft calling upon them to yAvk 
with him in the prayer) j And fay je — San>e 
%Sy O Lord our Salvation^ and gather us toge^ 
ther"^,. and deliver us from the Heathen i that 
we may give thanks unto thy holy MamOy and 
glory in thy praife. Blejfed be the Lord God of 
Ifracl for ever and ever, ^nd ail the ^ofU 
faidy Amen y and praifed the Lord. 

Whbh T^avid had biefled the people, bo 
dealt (faith the text) to evety oneofliv^Xy iotb 
tnan and woman^ to every one a toaf of breads 
and a good piece of flefhy and a flagon of wino 
(i Chron. xvi. 3.)$ not to the princes^ dders, 
and principal peribns concerned in the procef- 
iion only, but to every one of Ifrach And €0 
put it out of all doubt, that the whole of th^ 
people is here meant by every one, we are totd, 
2 Sam. vi. 19. that he dealt among all the peot- 
ple^ among the whole multitude of Ifracl, as well 
fo the women as men, to every one a cake of 
bread, &c, 

I T was now, as I humbly apprehend, the fea& 
of tabernacles. That it was at fome of the three 

^ Fof fome of them yifw y€t mi^cd, and dwdt in the fans 
qti^ With the Heathen, 

fcafts^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



394 ^ Hijierkal Account of B. 2. 

feafts^ is^ I think, out of all doubt; for^ fince 
the people were bound to come to Jeritfalem 
upon aU thefe feafts, it is not credible, that 
David would put them to the trouble and ex- 
pence of coming thither unneceflarily, when 
the ark might as well be removed at any of the 
fblemn feafts, as at any other time ; and that it 
was now removed at the feaft of tabernacles, I 
conclude, (I think not irrationally) becaufe it 
was confefTedly in that feaft that Solotnon after- 
wards removed the ark into the temple "^ $ and 
there is no reafon to imagine, he would fwerve 
from the example of his father, in that point. 
adljy Becaufe it was a little more than' three 
months diftance (four at moft) from the former 
feaft, on which "David firft attempted to re- 
move the ark ; which I apprehend was the feaft 
of weeks $ becaufe the feaft of tabernacles is the 
only feaft that anfwers to this diftance from the 
feaft of weeks, or from any other. 

The houfes of Judea are well known to have 
been flat*roofed ; and as it was cuftomary with 
the yews to ere£t tents on the tops of their 
houfes on other occaflons, it is natural to think 
they did fo on thofe times, in which they were 
obliged by the law to live in booths and tents, 
in memory of their having done fb whilft they 
wandered through the wildernefs. 

That they dwelt thus, at the celebration of 
this feaft,- in the time of Nehemiah^ is exprcfly 
faid y and it is more rational to think they did 

* 2 Chron, v. iii. which feaft he is cxprefl/ ftid, ch. rCi, ver. 8. 
to have kept feven days. 
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fo in the days of T)avid arid Solomon^ \vhcn 
thefc fcafts were much more crouded, and con- 
fequently the people more ftrcightened for 
room. 

T A K I N G it for granted then, that Nehemiah 
did no more in this pointy than imitate the an- 
tient ufage of his country, we learn from him, 
that the cuftom was, to ercd bowers of ever- 
greens of various icinds, on the tops of thefc 
houfes, at the beginning of the feaft, ^nd to 
dwell in them to the end of it. They alfo 
ereded bowers in ranges throughout the larger 
ftrcets of the city (Nehem. viii*.) Now, to 
me, a city regularly built, the palace in the centre, 
crowned with bowers, and all the ftreets (hoot-- 
ing out regularly from it, adorned in the fame 
manner, the city in the centre of many fruitful 
hills encompafling it like a amphitheatre, and 

* It is true we are there told, ver. 1 7. that they had 110/ ionifq^ 
that is, they had not cdebraced that feait in the fame manner, fince 
the days of Jojhua the fon of iV«», an expreffion which no com- 
mentator can make any thing of, and which I cake, with great 
fubmiflton to better judgments, to be a corruption crept into the 
text ; ^rft, becaufe no fuch feaft is recorded to have bm kept by 
Jojbua^ tho* it cannot be doubted that many fucii were. zJiy^ J3e- 
caufe the feaft of tabernacles was kept not long before by Ezra^ 
{Ezra iii. 4.) and doubtlefs as the law direded ; and before that, 
to a demonftration, by Solomon ( i Kings viii. 65, 66. 2 Cbron. 
vii. 6, 8, 9,* 10.) and in booths or tents ; for the word which we 
render booths^ Fagnin^ in the margin of the Bible, renders taher" 
nacttla^ tents ; and therefore the original reading I hnmbly appre- 
hend to have been fince the days of Jofiah ; and it 15 certain, that 
iince his days the law had never, thajt we know of, been read in 
fo pablic a manner to the whole body of the people at this feaft, as 
it was now by Ntbemiab^ To put Jojhua for Jofiah was an eafy 
^nd a natural error ; and when Jofiua was once got into the text, 
(he ft>n of l^un wa? >fin eafy additioii. 

thcfc 
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theic alio covered with tents and bowers, mofc 
form one of the nio& bcaatifol landfcapes the 
fetiman unagtnation can conceive ; efpecially |y 
nighty when an infinite nitmber of lights, gtim- 
meriog through the branches, exhibited, as it 
wtxty to many moons breaking from behind a 
clood ; and how muft the humane heart of him 
that beheld this be dilated with joy, when be 
law the city in that fituation afterwards deicribed 
by Jfaiah ! Jt^y and gladmfi pall be fimnd 
theremy thankfgiving^y and the voice of vnlodyi 
lichen ht oonfidered all thefe bowers, filled with 
people, happy in the confcicnce of having dif- 
charged their duty towards Goo, and rejoicing 
after it ^ ! But infinitely happier he, who could 
iay to himfelf, I am, under God, the fbuntatn 
of all this felicity ! 

Happy that prince, far happy beyond the 
common fate of kings, I had almoft faid, be- 
yond the lot of mortals, wbofe people's piety is 
the ef&d: of his inftrudion and exan^Ie, and 
their genuine unpolluted joy the fruit pf his 
bounty ! 

^ It may be avged, Aat feafts of this kind are very liable to cor^ 
ruption and abafe; like oar wakes and revels^ which were con- 
feflcdly retigioas ceremonies at the firft, although now far othert- 
wife. I own the cale may (I had almoft faid muft) be fo in ^ 
promifcaous aifemblies of the fexes ; but the reader will pleafe to 
obferve^ that none but the males of I/rmel were obliged to attend 
fhefe folemn feftivais of the Je^s f . It is true» women mixed in 
this procefiion of the ark ; diey disced in public, but I am fatif-. 
4ed they feafled only in their private families. This appears fuffi- 
ciently from the text, inafmuch as the diftribution of fleOi and 
i^ine was not to any number of both, in common, but to ^ack 
pan, and $a<;b woman, in particular. 

f ^X94, xxiii ^^, Deyh xy'u 164 

Crassu« 
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C R ASS us is celebrated ia the accounts of an^ 
tiquity, for entertaining the people of Rom^ at 
tea thouiand tables ia one day. The whole. 
people (that is, the whole body of the denizens, 
inhabitants) ofRame^ in its mod flouiifliingeftate,. 
never equalled one half, perhaps not one tenth 
part, of the people of Ijrael. The adult males, 
of J/rael at this time naay moderately be efti^> 
mated at a million and an half» and the inadulc 
at nearly double that number* They were allr, 
as the law o1>liged them "^^ a0embled at Jeru^ 
fa/em at this time, (lodged in the city^ and fut'* 
rounding region) together with their f^ivrnts^, 
and an infinite number of matcons, :whofe care 
and attendance upon their children was abib- 
lutely neceCfary^ beitdes aU thpfe who inhabited 
die city» and all thoie whom curioftty drew thi- 
ther on this great occafion ; .£b that the glory of 
Davids bounty on this, occafton, foems to have 
held an higher proportion to that of Cr^ffkSj, 
than the fame of tus prowcfs to that of ^atdv 
SmXjlew bis thaufands^ and David his ten thou^ 
fandsi Craffiis feafted his myriads^ liavid his 
millions. Can you deny him to be» in this iu^ 
ftance> the man ie^ter Goas own heart ? Whom 
elfe, or what die, could he imitate in this aft 
of imexampkd beneficence, but the bounty of 
that Being, who openeth his handy andfUetb 
all things living with plentegufnefs ? 

Wh£N David had bleflcd his people^ and 
diftributed a plentiful dole to each of them^ 

* DiuK xvL 16, 

the 
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the text tells us, they all depaHed, every one 
to his boufe^ family, or place, or tent % for id 
the original word Agnifies, and fo, I humbly' 
apprehend, it fhould have been tranflated in 
this place. They might go each to their tentj 
but it was impoflible they could go each to his 
own houfe, on that day, as T^avid did % for 
the Tacred text informs us, that he returned 
from bleffing his people, to blefs his houjhold^ 
and no doubt to (hare with them in the joy of 
that glorious folemnity fo happily accompiifhed. 
But, before he reached his houfe, Michal his 
wife, in her impotence of rage and indigna-^ 
tion, went out to meet him. She had feen from 
her window the whole order of the proceffion, 
as it entered and pafled through the city, and 
her husband, in tranfport of joy,, dancing and 
playing at the head of it, that is; playing upon 
his lyre, and dancing to the joyful meafure of 
the mufic. The haughty daughter of the 
haqghty Saul could not bear to fee fo great a 
king, divefted of all his enfigns of royalty, and 
debafed into an humble attendant upon the ark. 
In her opinion, his majcfty fuffercd. by fuch 
a demeanour, and his dignity was difgraced i 
and (he vented her rcfcntment ifi the bit- 
tereft reproaches her malice could invent, or 
rage fuggeft. How glorious y fays the, was the 
king of Ifrael to-day ^ who uncovered himfelf to- 
day in the eyes of the handmaids of his fer- 
vantSy as one of the vain fellows fhamelejly 
uncovereth himfelf! 

The 
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The vile inftnuated reproach was abibluteljT 
falfe, and ^avid knew, that aU his people well 
knew it to be fo$ and therefore gaVe himfelf no 
trouble to refute it, but barely contented him^ 
felf to retort to the only truth contained ki it^ 
viz. his having uncoveud^ that is, difrobed 
himfelf of royalty 5 a tacit confent, that he hid 
done fo indeed, ^ but it was in honour of that 
God, who had preferred him to her father. 

His anfwer, carefully attended to, in the on- 
gtnal, is truly -iioble and majeftic. Michats 
reproach was^ that T^avid had uncovered him- 
felf before h^ndmaids^ &c. He anfwers (ap- 
pealing to God for the purit]^ and integrity of 
his intentions in thjit uncovering) ^^fore Jehe^^ 

vah which eh^fe me before thy father y afid 

before all his hmfe^ to affoint me ruler over 
the people of the Lordy over Ifrael. There* 
fore will I play before Jehovah^ and will 
be more vile than thus^ and will be bafe in 
mine own fight 5 andy of the handmaids which 
thou haft fpoken of (far from being leflened in 
their cfteem by this humiliation to God^ of 
them ft^all I be had in honour. 

This was an anfwer truly worthy a great 
king, who knew fo well how to unite the 
humility of a faint with the majcfty of a mo* 
narch ; but it was an anfwer, which, with all it$ 
propriety, and power of truth, fccms to have 
had little influence upon the proud Michal: 
and poflibly this was the ground of that re- 
flexion, fubjoincd to T)avids anfwer by the 
facrcd penman, Therefore Michal the daughter 
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of $«3l bad n0 iMl mtil the day pf bet 
duib, 

Bu Tj after all^.£tppofe Davidhnd BOt been 
vhojly 94ic4 if% thi» point, bf religious oiotiveft^ t 
he vcrjr well fuidcrftood^ t^at H coaid nqwajr j 
0iisbeiX«ne 4 oidiiarcb, to mix with the pubik 
feftivitics of his ipeopk) aed that popolartty j 
ODuld ia no other io^aace, bettct becoaae him^ . 
than ia (hariog then: plqaCkKe^ wittK>ut any ihev^ \ 
of fupertority. He very well ui^ierftood^ (as 
i> Cinrc obfefves) that the tnore he a&ed a po^ 
pulair pare Afooog the H&hrewi^ the more he 
Iboald endear himfelf tp them$ a principle bet- j 
tti fuited to David's prudence, than to Micbal's 
pride i and fuch 4^ the gr£ii|di: ippnarchs have 
not been affiamed of owning: as Tacitus tells 
U8» that Augufius the Rmnatk cttiperor thonght 
it civil to miji with the pleafurcs of his people $ 
^d therefore he re^ily be^^arae ^ f^&ator ^ 
the public ihcws. 

Policy taught Augi^ui to^pat himfelf upon 
a level with his peopk in their public feftivitics s 
piety taught ^avidy that all men were upon a 
level in the folcornities of religion. 

I KNOW no one paflage in the facred write- 
ings, which hath been made morctlie obje^ of 
libertine reproach and ridicule, than this oS 
Davids dancing in the proceifion of the ark 3 
and yet there are who have conitdered it as 
much, perhaps more than any of his revilcrs 3 
with equal penetration, I will not prefoote to 
fay, but poflibly with moreconfiaflt and repeated 
attention, which {bmetimes does as wefl^ in the 

dry 
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dry drudgery of examining and comprehending 
plain fadis. I will venture to go one ftcp far- 
ther 5 there are who have confidered it, perhaps^ 
with more attention than falls to the (hare of 
pur modern men of geniu.^, thofe great lights, 
which have fo dazzled the eyes of mankind^ as 
to make them blind to the great truths of reyc-^ 
lation ; and yet have found nothing in it cither 
(o revile or ridicule. 

Mr* Bayle is worthily placed at the head of 
thefe libertine rcvilers : and here, methinks^ the 
light arifing to the candid reader, from Mr* 
Bayle s manner of treeing this fubjed:^ will be 
a fair criterion, by which to eftimate the juftice, 
the wifdom, and the importance, of this fa- 
vourite principle of modern free-thinkers, that 
tidicule is the tcft of true worth and excellence. 

Mr. Bayle difcuflcs arid diftinguifhes upoa 
this point with his ufual and much adored pene-^ 
tration 5 determining, that if David uncovered 
his nakednefs, the aftion. might pafi for an ill 
one, morally fpeaking : but if he only made 
himfelf contemptible by his pofturcs, and by 
fiot fupporting the dignity or his charafter, it 
was but an imprudence. 

H E then cautions the reader, with great gra- 
vity, to confider the occafion of thcfe capers^ 
and this excefs of joy, &c. 

H E next quotes a paflage from a tiiodcrn au- 
thor, who endeavoured to juftify the nakedneft 
of Francis of AJjJfe^ by that of David -y and 
concludes all, with that known candour which 
eminently reigns in all his reafonings relating to 

Vol. I, D d "David, 
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Davids that it would be thought 'very Jirange 
all over Europe, if^ upon a day of procejffion of 
tke holy J act amenta kings Jhould dance in the 
JtreetSy without any thing but a little fajh round 
the wafte. 

I SHALL not infift, how inconliftcnt thefe 
decifipns may be with fomc other parts of Mr. 
Bayles condud, or how ill-bccotning the moft 
induftrious defender of Cynic impudence ♦ j 
but barely obferve to the candid reader, that 
this great genius hath difcuffed and determined 
upon this point, (of ^Davids, dancing) in the 
three characters of cafuift, critic, and hiftorian : 
May I prefume, with due didance and fubmifl 
fion, to inquire a little into his conduct under 
each ot thelc characteis? May I prefume, in the 
firft place, to fubmit it to the candid reader, 
whether a common cafuift would not be apt to 
obferve, in anfwcr to the firft of thefc decidons, 
(and I dare fay the whole college of phyiicians, 
and fociety of chirurgeons, would be apt to 
fupport him in it) that uncovering the naked* 
nefs, fimply, and as fuch, never was, nor can 
be, deemed an aftion morally evil 5 and 
that, if it were fo, no greatnefe of occafion, 
or goodncfs of inrcntion, could juftify it. And 
therefore the dccifiohs of this great genius upon 
this point, (with very great fubmiflion to his 
admirers) far from bringing any new light into 
the world, tend only to deftroy what it had bc- 

* Sec Mr. Bayl€*& Diogenes and Wpparcbia^ and the note an- 
liexcd« 

fore. 
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fore, and td n6 ptfrpofd; inaliiiach as they nei- 
ther luftify Davidy fK)r condemn him. 

Le* me be allowed to obferVc, in the next 
place, that, if the cafe of Francis of jiffife was- 
parallel to that of DoFvid^ methinks this acute 
obfcrvcr fliould have told us fo j and, if it was 
not, furcly this accurate diftinguifher, and lover 
of truth, fbould have ftiewn the difference* 
Every reader has a ri^ht to this, in a work in- 
tituled, cfitical and hiJimcaL Mr. Bayle has 
done neither: Whit new light theh arifes to 
the reader from this vein of ridicule ,- or, what 
are wc to conclude^ either in honour of Mr. 
Bajfl^s accuracy, or integrity, from this con* 

dua? 

As to his laft reprefentation of ^avid, un- 
der the image of an European prince, dancing 
naked in the proceffion of the facramcjit, with- 
out any thing biit a little fafh about the waift, 
I own I am utterly at a lofs what to fay to it* 
ThCTC is indeed a mod fliameful image of in* 
decency exhibited to the reader in this account 
of the matter. But moft certainly it is not 
David's I nor known to the facred writer. 

Ix is very hard to be unprovoked with in- 
fults upon clear and facred truths. I will not 
however indulge my indignation further, than 
by a ferious appeal to the breaft of every calni 
and candid reader, I had almoft faid, to Mr; 
Bayle s greatcft admirers, whether they would 
hcfitatc, one monient, to pronounce this con- 
dud, in any other man, and upon any other 
fubjed,- cither the efFcd of fuch grois igno- 

D d 2 ranee. 
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rancc, and unpardonable inattention to the ia- 
cred writings, or fuch mean malice, and ftupid 
buffbonry, as rendered it equally beneath refu- 
tation and abufe. 

Had Mr. Boyle read no more in the iacrcd 
fiory, but that David was girded with a linen 
iphody could he naturally have concluded from 
thence that he was naked 5 or would the dirc6l 
contrary have been the natural inference } Sup- 
pofc the ephod (againft the cleareft demonftra* 
tion to the contrary) to be nothing but a fafh^ 
there is no indance or fufpidon of its ever hav- 
ing been worn alone. The ufe of it, as of all 
other faflics, mud be to bind^ and keep fuccind):^ 
the robe it furroundedj fo that the phrafc of 
being girded 'with a linen ephod, far from im- 
plying nakednefs, plainly implies a vefiure$ and 
what that vedure was, and what other vefture it 
covered, hath been already (hewn. And be 
the care with which the facrcd writers have 
guarded againft any juft ground of reproach 
upon "David J on this head, or leaft fufpicion of 
indecency, (but in the reproaches of his wife) for 
ever adored ! 

W H E N the facred text informs us, that ^oeg 
ilew in one day fourfcore and Jive perfons tha$ 
wore a linen ephod^ did it ever enter into any 
man's head to imagine, that he flew fourfcore 
and five men, (aged and venerable priefts) that 
went fiark-naked^ all but a little fafli about the 
waift? 
. When the facrcd writer informs us*, that 

• 1 Sam, iu 

Samuel 
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Samuel miniftered before the Lordy being a 
childy girded with a linen ephody was it ever 
imagined, that he miniftered ftarknaked> all but 
a little fafh about the waift ? not to iofift, that 
his mother might then have fpared hcrfelf the 
trouble of bringing him his annual coat. There 
never was any public worfhip from the founda* . 
tion of the earth, fo guarded againft any degree 
of nudity or indecency in the adminiftration of 
it, as that of the Aarmic priefthood : bcfidcs the 
long robe, the broidered coaty the efhody and 
the girdle of the ephody which was to bind all, 
and keep them tight and fuccind, they were 
obliged to wear linen breeches, to cover their 
nakednefs; which, from the beft accounts of 
them, nearly refcmblcd thofe now in ufe $ 
'bating, that they had no opening, (either before 
or behind) and were tied round the loins, with 
a running firing*. Thefe the priefts wore, and 
were prohibited, upon pain of death, to approach 
the altar, or minifter in the holy place, without 
them {Exdd: xxviii. 42, 43.). Was it hard to 
perceive the further purpofe, and full extent, of 

* I am feniible, that fome critics have imagined from G o d*s 
comn^anding Mo/eSy Exod. xx. 26. Neither Jhalt thou go up hyfteps 
unto mine altar^ that thy nakednefs he not dijconjered thereon^ tftat 
the breeches appointed for Adrony and his Tons, were fuch as coald 
not hide their nakednefs from thofe that flood below them, wh^ n 
they miniftered upon the altar. But this is the effed of great in- 
attention : for this precept refpedts only fuch altars as ihould be 
built (and at leaf): one fuch was built, Exod, xxiv. 4.) before proper 
cloathing was prepared for Aaron^ and his fons. That it refpeded 
no other altar, is, I think, evident to a demonflration, in^fmuch as 
the altar of G o d's own peculiar appointment and defigning had 
ileps, Exek, xliii. 17. and confequently his priefts a proper cover- 
ing, which cffedlually hid their nakednefs. 

D d 3 this 
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this precept ? cfpccially when the cxprcflion 
rendered in the En^lijb tranflation, to tninijier 
in the holy place ^ is in the original, to miniftar 
in holme fl. 

David now miniftcrcd in a facrcd (blem- 
nity 5 he lo tar put himfelf into the priefts ha- 
bit, as to wear the ephod^ its robe, and its girdle. 
Is it to be imagined he would omit the only part 
of that drcfs, which could not be omitted in 
the miniftration of facrcd things, but upon pc- 
nalry of death ? 

U z z A H had lately bccne fcruck dead bcfprc 
his cyes^ for an error, fcemingly of left con- 
iequence, in his miniftry upon the axL It is 
evident, that this made David ftudy the whole 
ceremonial of removing it, with great care. 
Did he ftudy it only to infult it^ at the hazard 
of his own life ? Let Mr. Bayle believe this, if 
he can 5 for my part, I cannot, 

I CANNOT help quoting upon this occa- 
sion, an exprcffion, which fell from a gentle- 
man of my acquaintance, a little too much 
heated in difpute with a frivolous conceited 
antagonift 5 Man^ though born to mifiry^ was 
never forced upon a more vexatious task, than 
Id reajon againji ribaldry. 

N E E D I add, after all this, that, when princes, 
or otlier perfons, put off their robes of ftatc, did 
it ever enter into the idea of fuch an unrobing, 
that they ftript themfclves ftark-narked I And 
therefore though we had not been told, that 
^avtd put on a robe of byjfus on this occa^on, 
sad girded it with a linen ephod^ i Chron. xy. 27, 

and 
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and though we had no rcafon to beh'cvc, that 
he added any.orher pan of the prUftly drcfs, we 
fhould rationally have concluded, that, upon 
ftripping off hb regal robe, his undergarments 
continued the fame as before i nor (hould wc 
havehaftily believed, that any-man in hisfenfes 
would, at his time of life, (turned of forty 
years) and in that cool feafon, which fucceeds 
autumn, ftrip himfclf ftark-nakcd. If no re- 
gard to decency^ yet, furcly, a common care of 
health, would forbid this. 

But, after all, the dripping off of his regal 
robes, might fufficicntly )uftify Michah expref- 
fion of his uncovering himfelf\ as hath been 
fhcwn in the fifft part of this hiftory. 

U p o N the whole, the candid reader is intircly 
referred to his own judgment, whether he will 
from henceforth confider lAt. Bayle^ in this ac- 
count of T>avidy under the charafter of an ho- 
neft and judicious writer of an hiftorical and 
critical diSiionary^ ot 3 negligent and inatten- 
tive examiner of truth, and (hameleft vender of 
ribaldry. 

Give me leave to add, that the rude revile- 
ings of Michaly and railleries of Mr. baylcy 
will be a monition to thinking men, how they 
haftily admit either the diftates of proud wrath, 
or dull drollery, for real truths^ 
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CHAR XII. 

A Digrejftm^ cmtamtng a Jhort Inquiry y 
in what Part of the City of David 
the Ark was depojited. 

WHEN "David had dcpofitcd the ark af 
the covenant of the Lord in its place, 
the facrcd hiftorian relates, that he left there 
before it Afaph, and hts brethren (to minijler 
before the ark cmtmually^ as every day's work 
required) s and Obed-edom, with their bre^ 
thren^ thr eefc ore and eight \ Obed-eddm tfi^^ 
the fun ^Jeduthun^ and Hofah, tabe porters. 
And from hence, I think, we may date the eftar 
blifliment of the public liturgy of the Jews. 

I T may be thought a matter of more curio- 

fity than ufe, to inquire, in what part of the 

city of Sion^ T>avid depofitcd the ark of the 

^ covenant $ but I hope it will not long be fo 

deemed; at leaft not by every reader. 

Th E city of Sion is in a peculiar manner in- 
tituled the city of God; and I humbly appre- 
hend it to be fo intituled, not only becaufe God 
chofe that city, in preference to all others, to 
place his name there ; but becaufe he kept his 
rcfidence there, in a very peculiar and diftinguifli* 
cd manner ; in his tabernacle, as in his palace : 
which I apprehend to have been placed in a court, 
in the centre of "T^avids palace, on the fummit 
of Siorin 

First, 
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First, Becaufe, when "David creftcd a new 
tabernacle to G o d at Sion^ the original taber- 
nacle of Mofes was erefted on the high place 
at Gibeon; whither he fent Zadok the prieft, 
and his brethren, to attend it (i Chron. xvi. 39). 
And I apprehend it was creded upon diftin- 
guifhed eminences^ from the beginning ; which 
gave rife to the cuftom of facrificing upon the 
hiiih places. This was document enough to 
^.David, not to give his tabernacle a lefs eminent 
iir >aiion at Sion. 

Secondly, Becaufe the example of Goi> 
ai j.mat would naturally lead T)a^id into this 
v^ a; of thinking : and it is certain, that when God 
dclcended in a cloud from heaven, upon mount 
Si!:'U^ in the prefence of all his people, he dc- 
fe^adcd and refted upon the fuo^mit of the 
mount. {Exod, xix 20,). 

And t\izx Da^uid was in this way of thinking, 
is evident enough from the Ixviii^^^ TJalm: where» 
fpeaking of the ark^ and tabernacle, the prefence- 
chamber of God, he fays. And the Lord is among 
them^^ixztX)^ as in the holy f lace at Sinai; that 
is, God on the top of the mount, and the people 
at fet bounds round about {Exod, xix. 12.). The 
only difference was, that here he afcended on 
high^ (Pfalm xlviii. iS.) and there he defcended 
from on high. 

Thirdly, Becaufe^ when Goo commanded 
the people to bring their feverai offerings to- 
wards forming and furnifliing the tabernacle, 
he adds^ {Exod. xxv. 8.) And they jball make 
me a fantluary^ and I will dwell in the midft 
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of them'^. And again, {Exod. xxix. 4f.) / 
will fandlify the tabernacle^ &c. and 1 will 
dwell in the midji of the fans of Ifracl f 5 that 
is, in the midft of the tribes denominated front 
thofe fons5 Reuben, Simeon^ &c. 

Fourthly, Bccaufe, (as the bcft comment 
upon this text) in all the marches and encamp* 
ments of the fons of Ifrael^ the court of the 
tabernacle was always lituate in the centre of 
the tribes, and the tabernacle in the centre of 
the court; like the tent of the captain generalj^ 
(lays Lami) in the midft of the army j three 
of the tribes to the caft of it, three to the 
weft, three to the north, and three to the fouth 
{Numb. i. f 3. Numb. ii). And to this, I appre- 
hend, refers that paffage in the IxxvtK Pfalm^ 
ver. 6. For promotion comet h neither from the 
eafi, nor from^the weft, nor yet from the fouth \. 
But God is the Judge: he putteth down one^ 
andfetteth up another. And it is certain^ that 
the firft clcftion or promotion of the elders, that 
is, the princes of the people, into the great 
council, was by the imtiicdiate influence of the 
Spirit of God. 

• Which IS thus very fadtily rendered in the BngliJB tranfla- 
tion J And ht them makt mi ajanauarj^ that I my dnttiU amwgf 
ihtm, 

+ This alfo is faultily tranflated, among the children rf Ifracl. 
>. X Here the prophet, rebuking the pride of the princes, lei them 
|tnow, that their exaltation in reality proceeded ncithef from the 
people, nor their own merits, but from Goi> the centre and fpurcc 
of power ; and therefore th^ fhould be humbled in his pfcfence. 

Jfaid unto the fit^s Deal notfo fooUJbly ^nd ta the ^wieied. 

JJft not up your horn : lift not up your horn on high, andj^uk Mt 
with a /if neck ; for promotion cometh neither from the eafi, nor 
p-om the weft, nor from the fouth : hut God is the Judge i be put^ 
0fh down one 9 andfsttetb up another. 

Fifthly, 
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Fifthly^ When the men of Kirjath-Jearim 
brought the ark into their city, they depolitcd 
it in the houje of Abinarfab in the hill (pro- 
bably the moft eminent and diftingui(hed ittua* 
tioh in the city) : which hill *, faith Beda-^ over- 
looked and commanded the whole town, and 
was therefore a jSt place for the ark^ which was 
(jnafiarx totius Ifraelis, the beauty and bulwark 
of Ifraeh and is it to be imagined, that David, 
who was fo remarkably folicicous (as was before 
obfcrvcd) to firjd out a fit place for it, would be 
his careful to honour it with an advantageous 
fituation, than the men of Kirjath-jearim? 
cfpecially when it appears frpm many paflages 
in the PfalmSy that he confidered God as the 
fortrefs or citadel, upon which, both his own 
fafety, and that of his city, depended. 

Is it pofllble to imagine, that all this had 
no meaning ? that the example of God himfelf, 
and the practice of his people for fa many ages,- 
was matter of no iqftruaion and direftion to fo 
wife ^nd fo religious a prince, in a point which 
he had fo intireiy at heart ? Is this to be imagin-r 
ed, in a nation accuflomed to be inftrudted by 
emblems from the beginning ? 

In the l^ft place, it appears evidently from 
/ the text, that^ when David ict about removing 
the arkj^ he propofed to remove it to himfelf j 
that is, his own dwelling in Sion : and it ap- 
pear^^ with great evidence, that he dwelt in the 
forts that is, the citadel : and, as the ar/t'h^d the 
6rft place in his cgre, it is not in any degree to 

♦ This is Dr* Traff's not^. 

be 
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be doubted, that it had the firft place in his city^ 
and in his citadel. The tabernacle, in Davids 
cftimation, was the palace of God (Lift up your 
heads ^ ye gates j and be ye lift upy ye everlafi^ 
ing doors '^ and the King of glory Jb all come in): 
and it could be no doubt with i)avidy whether 
the palace of God (hould have the pre-emi- 
nence. Nothing could be a more natural or ob- 
vious emblem of the power and fuperintendencc 
of Almighty God over all his works, than aa 
elevated iituation of his tabernacle, his palace, 
and throne, over every thing that encompalT- 
. cd it. 

The inference from all this inquiry, is plain 
and (hort. Jerufalem was the centre of union 
to all the tribes $ and to this plainly refers that 
paflage in the cxxii^ Pfalmy Jerufalem is built as 
a city that is at unity in itftlf. For thi. her the 

tribes go up to worjhip There is the Jeat of 

judgment y &c. For my brethren and cmpa- 
nions fake (that is, for the common interclt of 
the nation) Iwillwtjb thee projperity. 

Jerusalem, the great feat and centre of re- 
ligion and juftice, was the centre of union to 
all the tribes 5 the palace, the centre of the city $ 
and the tabernacle, of the palace. 

Blessed and happy is that nation, whof? 
prince is the centre of union to his people .5 and 
God (that is, true religion) the common centre 
and cement both of people and prince! 

The indulgent reader will, I hope, pardon 
this digreffion, merely as it contains matter of 
fome little curiofity. It is not very tedious, and 
it pretends not to be very important. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A Dijfertation upon Dancings in which 
David's Dancing before the Ark is 
examined^ and vindicated. ^ 

1 T is well known, that Davidh dancing be- 
* fore the ark hath long been matter of loud 
laughter with the libertine world, and a kind 
of fiient fliame with commentators, and chri- 
fiian writers of all kinds s who feem to hang 
down their heads, as this proceffion of the ark 
paflcs, in confufion for tlic king of Ifrael\ fomc 
of them, now-and-then, dropping a fhort word 
in his excuie ; not one daring to publifli one 
page in his vindication 5 and but one or two, 
that I know of, daring to quote one pafiage 
from any antient writer of note in his favour. 

In this fituation of things, it may be thought 
a ra(h and arduous attempt^ to adventure an/ 
vindication of his condu£fc on this point \ and I 
have myfclf long thought it fo 5 till much me- 
ditation upon the fubjed, and a more thorough 
and inlarged examination of the opinions and 
pradice of the wifcft and beft men^ in the wifeft 
and beft ages, added to the precepts of God 
himfelf upon the point, thoroughly reconciled 
me, not only to the reafonablcnefs, but to the 
wifdom and virtue^ of the pradice ; and encou- 
raged me to offer my thoughts upon it, to the 
candid reader^ in the natural order and arrange- 
ment. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



414 -^^ Hifiorkat Account of B. a, 

mcnr^ in which I found them, after long me* 
ditation, difbofed in vaj mind. 

I N the firu place then, I found dancing mixed 
with the religious ceremonies of the Jews^ from 
Mofes to ^dvidi pradifed and enjoined by 
^avidy not reproved by Mofes ^ praftifed by the 
moft religious ling^ and by the fifter of the bed 
and moft religious law^giver $ and commanded, 
as I apprehend, by G o d himfolf *^ And thsrc- 
fore the only inquiry, that naruraMy fell tn my 
Way upon the potnt> w^, to examine whethcf 
this aj^pointment were of God. And the firft 
queftion necelTary to determine this, was, to 
inquire, whether the adion was fufficiently 
grave and fecioas, or capable of being fiiited to 
the purpofes of religion. 

In anfwer to this, I foon Satisfied myfelf, that 
chearfulnefs and gaiety of heart werc^ in many 
circumftances, as well fuited to the purpofes of 
religion, as the moft folemn gravity s otherwife 
God woixld not focxprefly, and fi> repeatedly, 
hare commanded his people to re)oice in their 
religious folemnities before him* 

1 N the next {^ace, that the proceiSion of the 
srk was (low and folemn, is beyond all doubt : 
and the very order of the proceflion demon* 
firates it. 

* iRttTmuch as tke precept rekting to this feflival, the feaft of^ 
tabernacles^ Diut, xvi. 14. which we tranflate, ^bou JhaU rjijotce 
in thy feaft^ is, in the letter of the original, Thou Jbalt rtJMe in 
thy dance. And Da'vid's pradlice is, 1 think, die beft commeat 
vpon the text } and, at the fame time^ no bad proof» that it was in 
^is folemnit/ Da'vid danced ; which he did not in the former. 

The 
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The fingers and trumpeters went for€moft> 
and it is evident, that^ if the procefTion had not 
been flow, (with proper refts for the nriufic, and 
relieving the carriers of the ark) neither could 
the firft find breath for their voices, nor the fe*- 
cond for their infiruments. 

In the next place, David's dancii^ and leap* 
ing are a proof of this : if the proceflion were 
not ilow, he could find coiivcnient place for 
neither. Now it is evident from the text> thai 
his leaping was that kind of bounding and 
Ipringing from the ground, which is fo remark- 
able in the iamb and the deer: fpringing up 
high in air, and rifing again upon the defeenr^ 
as if the body rebounded from the earth by its 
own elaftic force : an adion requiring, and 
denoting^ great ai^ivity and ftrength ; the toott 
fprightly^ playful^ and pleaiing of all animal mo^ 
tions^ and fuch as could not be exerted, but ifi 
the mod ercA and graceful attitude. 

My next inquiry was, whether dancing any 
way tended, to the happinefs and weltbeinig of 
mankind. Did it tend to make them healthful? 
Did it te0d- to make them innocently joyful i 
Could it tend to form their manners to piety 
and virtue i 

That dancing tends to the health of the 
whole human fpccics, is confcflcd on all hands .>^ 
and capable of the piaineft and moft obvious 
proof: becaufe, in the variety of its motions, 
adions, attitudes, and refts, it gives a more 
equable exercife to all the parts, mufclcs, nerves, 
and fibres of the body, than any other employ- 
7 ment 
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iiient oc amttlcment either of peace, or wat« 
Now, more equable exercife gives more equable 
ftrength, and conveys more equable nourifh* 
ment^ to aU the parts $ and therefore better 
prcferves them in proportion, aftivity, and vi- 
gour ; the effcds of which arc, a better fliapCi 
a better complexion, a more eafy motion, a more 
cre£k and graceful carriage*, and a greater fitncfs 
for every exercife of peace, or war ; and, of con- 
fequence, for every end of fociety. Thus far, 
then, the appointment is moft certainly worthy 
of God. 

In the next place, dancirig is a moft natural 
expreflion of joy, and at the fame time a natural 
fountain of joy ; it raifes the fpirits beyond the 
power of wine, and difFufes feftivity and alacrity 
throughout the whole frame 5 and, as nothing 
is more agreable to the Creator, than the in^ 
nocent felicity of his creatures, fo nothing could 
at once better become his wifdom, and his good* 
nefs, than fo to contrive his religious inftitu*^ 
tions, as to make his creatures find their felicity 
in their difcharge of duty to him. 

Our third queftion is, whether dancing be 
capable of forming the manners to piety and 
virtue. And, in order to determine this, let me 
befeech the candid reader to fufpend his preju- 
dices for a few moments ; and calmly to confi- 
dcr, that dancing is a fcicnce of imitation f, as 

• See this point, and every thing elfe relating to this fubjefit, 
difcuiTed more fully in Mr. Bumttis very Xtkrntd Memoires fur la 
dm*ije, &c. in the memoirs of the royal academy of fcieoces, vol. ». 

+ As AriJlotU and Plutarch confefs it to be j Arifiotle in the 
beginning of his FQeths ; and Plutarcbj 1. 9. of bis Sympdfiaa. 

muiic^ 
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mufiCy pbecry, and fculpture^ are ; and its prin« 
cipal purpofe is, to repiefent to the life the 
actions of men i and cxprefs thefeveral palTions 
that agitate them, by graceful, meafurcd mo- 
tions * : and confequently, this fcicnce of imi- 
tation is as capable as any of the reft, (perhaps 
more fo) to be applied to the formation of the 
manners. And this is evident, even from the 
difrepute and difadvantage it hath fallen under^ 
with the grave part of mankind, for fome ages 
pad. From whence did this arife^ but from 
that corruption and loofenefs of manners in- 
troduced by the pantomimes^ in their dances 
upon the public theatres of Italy i in which they 
imitated the lewd loves of their fabled divinities, 
and other abominations too vile to be mention*- 
cd? And therefore TlatOy who honoured this 
fcience to fo high a degree^ carefully baniOied 
every kind of dance, that could fo much as be fa- 
ipe^ed of an immoral tendency, from his com- 
monwealth \ fuch as thofe of the Nymphs y the 
Egyptians^ the Satyrs y and Silent % though 
introduced under the pretext of certain religious 
ceremonials and expiations. Strange expiations, 
that pollute where they (hould purify ; and in- 
troduced as many abominations into Greece^ as^ 
the pantomimes did into Italy ? abominations 
which even Tiberius himfelf thought too dc- 

* Scaiigir gives this definition of it in the firfl book of his 
Foiticiy cap. xviii. Motut comfofitus^ fiumerofusy cumgtftu effingens 
rem mui pirfonam^ ntel quam canity *vil quam iacei. 

And Athenittis tells U8» that the fculptors oiGrtece carefully fla- 
died the aSions of the dancers^ to learn from them the moil grace* 
ful attitudes that fuited each paiTion. 

Vol. I. £ c teftable 
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tcftable to be endured in public $ and therefore 
he banifhed ttie dancers from Remedy although 
this pradice is well known to have been in high 
efteem there, in the better ages of the commoa- 
wcakb. 

The Salii (the priefts of Mars) were inftU 
tuted by Numa^ their wifeft and moft virtuous 
king ; in whoTe ceremonials, the noblcft men 
of the nation danced (as Lucian aflures us) moft 
gravely and religioufly $ of whom it i& well known 
that i^ciph Africanus the elder was one* But 
when the pantomimes introduced their corrup- 
tions^ the pradice fell into difgrace. This iuf* 
ficiently accounts for Domtiatis earning C^eci^ 
lius Rufinus "^y a man of qu£fioridldigmtYj but 
of the fenate, for being fbnd of dancing and 
gefticuiation^ fays Suetonius i for Cicero's re- 
proaching Gabiniusy a confular man, with hav* 
ing danced i and faying, that no \p9bef man 
danced. And the truth is, even drunkentiefs 
was a wretched excufe for fiich dancing, as 
Rome^ faft degenerating, then endured^ £uc 
thefe objections no more affe£fc the icience of 
dancing than the lewd tablets of Tiberius do 
the fcience of paintings which Rubens^ Ra- 
phaely and many others, have fufficrcntly (hewn 
to be capable of being redeemed from the vileft 
purpofes, and applied to the nobfefl:. 

SiMONiDES ufcd to fay of dancing, that it 
was iilent poetry 5 and of poetry, that it was 
eloquent dancing {Tlut. Sympojl lib. ix,c. if.) 

• * So XiphiUM named him. Suffmus only &ys, wnm f«^- 

k 
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It is evident from hence, that he confidered 
dancings as one of thofe fciences by which 
mankind might be inftrudcd $ as they were ia 
a principal manner by poetry, for many ages : 
and Had he, confidered dancing under the advan- 
tages both of verfe and mufic, added to it, he 
had feen it in a much nobler and more inftrudivq 
light. It is out of ail doubt that virtue may 
be both taught and improved by paintings and 
does .any man think, that virtue in dead colours 
is more afFedihg, animating, and ihfpiring, than 
virtue in living aftion 5 than virtue (as it were) 
in perfon? For example, — It is well known 
that the Spartans (who derived the origin of 
this fcience from their favourite divinities, (C4- 
Jior and Pollux) marched to battle in certain 
movements, adjufted to the meafures of martial 
founds. Would the pi£lure of Cleomenes, or 
LeonidaSy leading his Spartans to battle, in a 
meafured movement, (fuppofe it drawn to the 
life, by the pencil of ^^//^j) afFeft the fpcda- 
tors more, than the -real hero, adually moving;^ 
to the mcafurc of martial founds 5 now calling 
upon the gods, with hands and eyes lifted up 
to heaven, now clanging his fhield, now (baking, 
and now poifing his lance, as in aft to dart 
it againftthe enemy 3 now fpringing forward to 
invade the foe, and now bounding back, or to 
cither hand, to avoid his weapons? VVe may 
form fome idea of this from what Julius Sea-- 
iiger tells of himfelf, in the Yorccitcd chapter 
of his Poetics. He tells us, that in his youth 
he often danced that martial dance, called the 

E c z F)'rrhic^ 
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Pyrrhic^ before the emperor Maximilian^ to 
the aftonithmcnt of all Germany i and that the 
emperor was once fo ftruck with his warlike 
aftivity, that he cried out,' This lad was either 
born in a coat of maiU infiead of a skins or 
rocked in one, injlead of a cradle. 

That military virtue was taught and ex- 
prcflfcd by this pradice, is, I think, evident 
from a paflage in Tlutarch's Laconic apo- 
phthegms: he tells us, that Jgefilaus the ^xczty 
being asked, why the Spartans ufed pipes when 
they fought, anfwered. That when all move in 
meafurCy the cowards and the courageous may 
be made manifeft. Pifture fpeaks only to the 
eye J but dancing, accompanied with vocal and 
inftrumental mufic, fpeaks to the eye, to the 
car, to the foul j and to all thefe; in a variety 
of fucceffive actions, attitudes, and accents, the 
moft moving and interefting that it is poffible to 
conceive. And^ arc all thefc powers of found 
and motion applicable only to the intereft of 

military virtue? God forbid? They arc 

equally applicable to the promotion of humi- 
lity, piety, penitence, and full truft and confi- 
dence in the power and proteftion of Almighty 
God- It would otherwife follow, that none 
of thefe virtues could be either reprefented in 
pidure, or pcrfonated in fculpture, or in life i 
a pofition fooUCh in itfelfj, and faife in faft. It 
is true, Davids dancing upon the removal of the 
ark fcems to have been cxpreffivc of joy and 
thankfgiving only; and, that properly efFcded, 
his end was anfwered. But^ had he been called 

- upon 
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upon to praife God in the dance upon other 
folcmn occafions, I, for my own part, dare not 
fay or furmifc, that his dancing, I mean his mov- 
ing in certain ferious and folemn meafures, fuited 
to mufic of the fame charaftcr and tendency^ 
might not have been as inftrudive and aflfeding, 
to all the purpofes pf piety, as his poetry and pe- 
nitence. I do from my foul believe it might 
be more fo, on this occafion of public and re- 
ligious joy, than both ; when all the powers of 
harmony, melody, meafure, graceful action, and 
hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, were added 
to the natural force, energy, and fublimity of' 
thofc noble compofitions. 

The candid reader is, I hope, by this time 
fully convinced, that the inftitution of dancing, 
as a ceremonial of religion, was neither unwife, 
not unworthy of God,- no way unworthy the 
Fountain of felicity to appoint, or the man after 

G o d's own heart to pradlife and I fabmit 

it to him, whether Mr. Bayle, in his facers upon 
Davids dancing, hath not juftly drawn upon 
himfelf the fame imputation of ignorance, ra(h- 
nefs, and immodefty, which Lucian urges againft 
Croton^ foraccufing the very heft thing in mor- 
tal lifey (fo he rates the fcicnce of dancing) and 
cenfuring what he did not underjland^ 

Haying proceeded thus far, Incxtfctmy* 
felf to examine (njorc for the fatisfaclioa of 
others, than my own) the judgment of antiquity 
upon this point. 

And here I cannot but obferve, that Ifoun4 
4 mqfl: furprifing uaifofmity between the pradti'cc 

E e 3 <4 
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of the people of God, and both the opinions 
and pradicc of the wifeft and moft philofophic 
men of the heathen world in relation to this 
matter. With them alfo, I found its original 
deduced from heaven % fome placing it under 
the prefidence of the Mujes ^ ibme making it 
coeval with the creation ; and the great God of 
love i fome deriving it from Orpheus and Mu* 
j£us\ others, from the later divinities of d- 
Jior ^^di 'Pollux \ and others from A/w^ri;^, the 
godde(sof war and wifdom. 

I FO UN D it, after this, pradifcd by the wifeft 
nations^ upon the moft ferious and folemn oc- 
cafionsj in their facrifices, in their proceilions 
in honour of the gods, and in their* marches 
againft their enemies, invoking the aid of thofc 
gods. And Strabo tells us, (lib. x«) it was a 
cuftom common both to Greeks and Barba- 
rians y to celebrate their lacrihccs with feftivity 5 
fome with cnthufiafm^ and fome without, fome 
with mufic, and fome without. And l4u:ian 
exprefly fays, that, among the anticnts, no ce- 
remonial of religion^ no expiation, no atone* 
menr, was accounted rightly accomplifticd^ with- 
out dancing {defaltatione^ p. 504.). 

A T H £ N i£us alfo has gathered great authori- 
ties upon this hcadi 1 (hall mention only four ; 
Lib. i. p. a 2. Pindar y fays he^ calls AfQllo a 
dancer* 

The dancer king of Jplendor^. 

And 

* . * 
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And Homer y or one of tte Homer id£^ in 4 

the hymns to Apollo *, 

Graceful fuftain andftrike thejjnmding lyre^ 
More graceful now^ and lofty in thy gait ! 

(One would imagine the poet had beheld ©45- 
wd in the proceffiori.) Nor did the anticnt? 
(as he informs us) think dancing bencatl^ the 
dignity even of Jupiter: of ^hom Eumelus 
the Cormtbia?i fays, 
^anc'din the midji the Sire of gods and men f. 

He tells us alfo, (lib. xiv. pag. 628.) that there 
was a graceful and magnificent kind of dance i^ 
ufe with the Athenian chorus, of vjrhich 4$*^- 
crates Szys in one of his poem?, 

fVho in the chorus honour bejl the gods ^ 

Are beft in battle. 

I Fou N D dancing alfo celebrated by the moft 
antient and venerable poets ; I found high praifes 
upon it, in the mouths of the ableft philofo- 
phers i with many fcrious precepts for the regu- 
lation of the praftice 5 and rcfledions upon the 
ufe and importance of it, to the formation of 
the manners. 

In one word, I found it praftifed by the 
wifcft men, by more than one of the greateS 
heroes, and by the moft dignified monarch <^ 
all antiquity $ and pradifed to thi$ day^ from 

f Mfcof K(r/y «^* ifX^'To n«tT»f ayJ^fSy ri ^tSr Tf • 
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the carlieft antiquity^ by fcveral nations of the 
eaft and fouth. 

\ THEN asked myfclf. Can all antiquity be 
miftaken and deluded in this point, from Mofes 
to SocrateSy and from Socrates to Plutarch ? 
Would Homer have made a chorus of dancers 
an ornament of his hero's fhield, and that orna- 
ment the work of a god * i And would he cifc- 
where {Odyjf. 1/ 8.) have placed a chorus of 
dancers under the conduft and dircdion of the 
divine T)emodocus^ at once modulating their 
meafures with his voice and lyre ? And would 
Hefiod have made another chorus the ornament 
of the fhield of Hercules^ an hero and a demi* 
god, had dancing been below the regard of mor- 
tals?. 

It is well known, from PIato*s common- 
wealth, (b. iii.) t4iat th.e Egyptians confecrated 
both tnufic and dancing to the fble fervicc of the 
£ods, by a law, which ^hey gloried to have fub- 
iiftcd amongft them froni time immemorial (long 
before this world of ours had any being). Could 
not only they, but the Spartans alfo, Athenians y 
'TheJfaHans^y and Cretans -^^ be miftaken, as 
one man, in this affair, in their wifeft and moft 
virtuous ages ? Would Gyrus y the wifeft, the 
moft virtuous, the moft venerable monarch of 

• Iliad 1%, 

•f- The TbeJfaUans (fays Lucian) gave the rulers and leaders of 
the people the title of frafultcrcs^ that is, dance4ead$rs: and 
thought ic an high honour to infcribe the title upon the pededais 
of their ftatocs. 

X He alfo tells us, that the nobility of Crete ftudied this art, 
(even thofe of the royal family) and thought it their glory to ex- 
cel in it, 

the 
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the earthy allow himfelf to lead the dance in a 
religious procedion, a little before his dearb^ 
{Cyrop^ed. l.viii.) if dancing were an indecency ? 
Would Socrates^ confefledly the wifeft and beft 
man of all antiquity, pradife and praife it, in 
his advanced years i and TlatOy the greatefl: 
philofopher, write precepts concerning it, {de 
republ. 1. V.) and celebrate its great importance 
towards forming the manners to virtue, if the 
pradice were in itfelf either indecent, unwife, or 
unvirtuous? Would fo wife and fo grave a peo- 
ple as the Romans endure it, in one of the mod 
folemn ceremonials of their religion? Would 
fo great a philofopher, and fo good a man, as 
Tlutarch^ place this fcience under the diredion 
of the MufeSy infinuating the advantages de- 
rived to mankind, from having their unruly 
paflions rcftrained, and rightly direded by ap- 
pofite dancing, njufic, and fong {Symp. \. ix. 
c. 14.) i and elfewherc (c, 15.) lament, that 
dancing had undergone the fate of Ibycus, who, 
by fome guilt againft the gods, received now 
no honour but from men 5 adding, that it had 
now allied itfelf to mean muHc, and fallen from 
that divine poetry to which it was once aflbci- 
ated; by which means it reigned now only in 
the theatres among the many, but loft all ho- 
nour with wife and excellent men? Is this 
the judgment of all the wifer and moft virtuous 
antients upon the points and (hall the fupercili- 
ous fnecrs of a few conceited, fuperficial mo- 
derns, weigh down all thefe authorities and 
examples ? Arc we to take the mcaiures of fit 

and 
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and juft, from our own conceit and ignorance^ 
from our prejudices, ufages, and manners, efpe- 
cially in climes fb different, and ages and coun* 
tries fo remote, from the prafticcs we repre- 
hend \ Let me be allowed at leaft to doubt^ 
whether a little lefs arrogance, and more mo- 
defty, might not better become us. 

Let Mr. Bajle then, and his whole tribe 
of minute admirers and followers, accufe and 
revile ^avidy for praijing God in the dance 3 
and let the wifdom of Egypt\ the South, and 
the Eaft, acquit him ! Let Apollo^ and Hercules y 
Caftof and Pollux ^ Minerva and the MujeSy 
fuftify and applaud him ! Let * *, and * * *, 
and * ♦ *, (names with which I (hall not, in 
indulgence to my vanity, adorn this work) fa- 
tirize him ; and Muficus, and (if the reader thinks 
fit) OrpheuSy Horner^ Hejiod, Simonides^ and 
Pindar y> celebrate him ! Let Cyrus j and Leoni- 
daSy CleomeneSy and Scipio the cider, fupport 
him! Let SocrMes^ Plato^ Plutarch^ Strabo^ 
(and even Lucian) vindicate and revere him J 
And, what is infinitely above all thefe put to- 
gether, let the God of heaven command and 
accept him! 

L E T me be indulged to conclude this chap- 
ter with two Ihort obfcrvations. 

The firft is, that the inftirurion of the Salii^ 
or priefts of Mars^ anrong the Romans^ was (as 
I humbly apprehend) derived from the Jewijh 
priefthood. 

The Je'wifb high-prreft wore a broidered 
coat 5 a tunic of gold, and blue, and purple. 
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and fcarlec; a girdle, &nd a brea(l*f^Iate: the 
Roman Salii^ who had alfo thtit prafut tit pre- 
iidenr/ wore a belt, a breaft-plate^ and a painted 
coat, or a coat of many colours'*', (the ground 
of which was purple) and a robe of ftate f. The 
Roman Sa/ii X^'iKtd with young girls, caUcd 
Salian virgins) danced, and fung ver(es, as Livy 
afiUres us, {lU^. i.) in their proceffions, in ho- 
nour of Mars^ the god of war: The Je'u^ijb 
juriefts danced, and lung verfes, in their pro^ 
ceilions, in honour of the Lordof H0fts\ and 
maids and matrons joined in the chorus, Now^ 
the Lord of hojisy in the phrafeology of the 
yews J is moft certainly MarSy in the ftyle of the 
Heathen. 

The next obfervation is this, that the joy 
and feftivity, in)oincd the Jews in their religious 
folemnities, gave a moft noble and diftinguifhed 
pre-eminence to the ceremonials of God> ap 
pointment, to his peculiar people^ above thofe 
of th^ deluded Heathen round about them, 
Whilft the priefts of Baal were crying, and cut- 
ting their flefh, in honour of their idols 5 the 
priefts of the true God were in high enjoy- 
ment of their being, and ftnging Halkiujai» co 
their Maker? Whilft the wretched worfhippcrs 
^ Thammuz were weeping the death 4=, and 

* Tunica piSla^^-'^'verficolor* 

^ Trabea. ' 

% Plutarch tells lu, that whenfome perToos from f belies aiskecl 
Lycurgus's opinion about the facrifices and lamentations which 
they had inftituted in honour of Leucothea^ he anfwered ; If you 
think her a goddefs^ do not lament ; if a fwomanf do not facrifict 
t9 b$r as a goddeft, Flat« Lacon. Apophthegms. 
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whining, in doleful ftrains, the lewd adulterous 
love, of their fabkd divinity ; the maidens and 
matrons of Ifrael were dancings playing upon 
pfalteries and timbrels^ and finging fongs of joy 
and thankfgiving, to the God of life» and the 
pure Fountain of love ! Whilft ihe fervile 4$^- 
turnine adorers of Moloch were ruthlefly fa- 
crificing their own ifrue^ their fons and daugh* 
tcrs*, to that monftcr of cruelty, and knew 
no other muficthan to drown their dying cries fj 
the fons and daughters of Ifrael were pouring 
out their praifes to the G o d of mercy, upon the 
trumpet, the cornet, the loud cymbal, the wdl- 
tuned cymbal, warbling them upon the harp, 
the lute, and the lyre, breathing them from the 
tuneful voice, and rejoicing in the dance. ^^^^ 
Blefled difparity, pre-eminence worthy the 
God of mercy and truth, and Fountain of feli- 
city :(: ! 

• Jerem. vii. 31. xix. 4, 5. 2 K/ngi lii. 27, 

•f- That this was the pra£tice of the parents » who flood by, on 
thefe occafions, Plutarch icforms as, in his treatife upon fuperfti* 
tion. ^ . 

:|: If it be asked. Whether this encomium upon dancing be in- 
tended as an argument for introducing that exercife into the wor- 
fhip of G o D ? (as one very jadicions reader of this work in. 
manufcript apprehended it might) I anfwer» that my only view 
was to defend a praflice appointed by God to a particular 
people* and at a particalar time ; and, it may be, now omitted^ 
under the chriftian ceconomy, with equal wifdom. 

E N D of Book IL 
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